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LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA

FlLE OF uuz nousn-: oF 'REPRESENTATIVES.
‘_.No' 632 | Spionof-

IN’I‘RODUODD BY MR \VM D;\VI% FEBRUARY 2 5, 1919.

REI‘ERRED ,TO COMMITTED ON MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS,
| | FEBRUARY 25, 1919, |

" AN ACT
Regulating the abpointment' suspension  and  discharge of |
police officers in  boroughs establishing and regul_atin,g;
a  civil - Service_ board- in such Doroughs for - the CX-
~amination of . applicants‘ for positions as police oﬂice;'s

imposing certain expenses upon boroughs and providing

| penalties
1 Section 1 Be it »en_acted by the Senate and™ House of Repre-
2  sentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly
q3. .met and it is hefeby enacted by the authority of the same That
4 the vterm' “police  officers” as used in ~'tlnis act shall in:
5 c1111de all chi‘efs, of . jo‘lice and their .assista_uts all cap-
| 6 tains - of police Alieut_enants_ of - police sergeants of police
-7 patrolmen and .Q:etectiv.es

;8' Section 2 . Hereafter no  person -shafl_ be appoinféd in
9 in any borough ~as . a _‘police officer except in the -mannep
10 and - subject . to thg. térms ~provided -for - in this act and
,‘ 11 'noj person shall be appointed as a .poli(-:e_ officer who s




" 2

1 not 'ay_ cmzen of ;--,_‘the ﬁilite(I' States- or who has been

V?'»'.‘convxcted _f a crlme unless jmfdone(l or who canno_t“
| _',“—:lfejad and wrlte unde,rstandmgly in the English l'éhl‘guag_ep
or who slmll not have resmed in  the A Commonwealth of
,.pennsylvama_ for‘_.; Na" | pemo(l_ of at  least 'threQ ‘yea‘rs» . pre-
ﬁ?'cedmg: his ,zgi*pi)b‘intment' or’ who has nA(itt Afirst ~pa8sed a
phy cal exammatlons as to | ”lxi_sv. ﬁftngss- and qualiﬁca’tioné
 Section 3 ‘There 1s ,he;';_éby é'i'eateé\gf in - ,eaéh_ bordilgh,
the Colminonwea]th a -—'Ci\iirl'”_' sérviée' board héréﬂil_lafter des-
a “the board to  be éomposga’d ,‘ of * three | citizexls
the ‘borough The members of  the board shall be ap-
'L'pointed» by the councﬂ for - terms of four years ea(;_h
until itl‘ieir _successors shall  be : -apl)Oinfe(l ~and "qualiﬁe.d
of the mexhbers of the board shall be' a physician
an  educator and one a liaWye_‘r .The wmembers  first ap-
pointed under this  act shaiL be appointed  within thirfy
days after ‘the passage of the act One of said members
shall be appdihted for a term of two years one -for a
fei'm of three »yyears' and one forv -a .term of four years
Upon the expiration of the term of an& membei' a suc
cessor -shall be appOini:ed "for a ‘term of four years Any -
vacancy on “séid boards ‘li'appeniing | by death resiguaﬁdn' or
removal from the borough or _other'wise‘ shall be  filled By
the council f~or‘ the unéxpiréd term The members of the
board sh'a;il beﬁfoi%}- | enterihg upon their duties take and
subécribe to the oath of office ‘prescribed by ai*ticle‘ seven
_of_ the ,i.c(')nstitution and shall ﬁle ~ the séme‘ with tI;e
'borough»’ .se_c.revtary' No member of the board shall receive

a salary but mémbers shall be paid all necessary éx-




1 ‘penses incurred in. the ‘performace of = their . duties which

> payments shall be made from the borough treasury - im
the ‘-'ﬁs;llal- "lnmzii_ier- | | SR .v |
‘Sec‘tioh 4 \Vlthm five ?._a‘ays : af_tei'._”'t’he'_ »ﬁrst al)p'bilitlilqilt,
under _-‘,the'j.i:’ pro‘}ié‘io'_n‘;s ‘ojf this act v‘ the members  so ap
pomted sﬁall‘:"i;l'ga'ilize as 5‘1'.";4_1)0»511:'_(1' ‘by’ *t]_;é fielie_c;tion of a
plemdent and  annually the're'af;tér | the lboard" Shzﬂl ‘in" like

: mannel o'rgmtli_Ze- 01i' 'thé' first “Monda;y" ‘of- e’a_ch '" ‘J‘a"nuary
o ~{ﬁ§xr§ members of the bozﬁfd shall constitute a | quorum for

10 the -'tra}ns‘aéti‘Onf‘ of all bilsiliéss' ‘The board sha“l;lj hold’
"inée.t.in;gs . from time to - tlme as the p‘nblié ‘business m-ay
'~'1'éti11'fre' -_Thé;. board may apiﬁbhit a _s'ecr.etai'j’ and  prescribe
hls duties The council sh:}ﬁ fix the compensation  of the
‘s-ectetary" Which‘_ shall Dbe -paid' from the 'b'or(-).t‘l‘gh treasury
in  the usual nmnﬁef o, .

jAlvl "-stationel;y  and supplies necessary - for  the tfans-
action' of the business of the board shall be furnished.
by the - council at the vexpense. of the borough'
~ Section 5 The Dboard shall as soon as convenient may
?)0 be‘ .prepare - and 'adbpt ~rules and regulations \_vhich‘ shall

© .91 be subject ‘to change and amendment from time to time

[ v [ : (N f‘S' ‘ ) i ‘o ! * .
99 as council may require Sach rules shall provide for the

J 3y

/

| 23 sezlé(rtion of | persons  as f~"’{‘p(.)lice officers .and shall proVidé
94 for the examination of "éandidate.s .for positiops as  police
. 25 officers ;\'ith 'é view to éscertain ‘and  determine their
o 26 qllaliﬁca-t,ions_ habits -repu‘tzit.ion’ standing ~experience and  edu-
. 27 cation |

28 Section 6 The board shall conduct examinations from

99 time to time of which adequate notice shall be given




"1 in such nfzi‘l‘liier;:‘ T{-t,s ’f.sha'l’l’l:)e_ ~ pi_‘éS_(:tib(fd by 'thg‘ * board --i;ll
V2 its 1ules and ‘LFéngihlitt‘idils‘_“ __:‘All” '.é;‘\fam_ii';fl‘ations shall. T "pfa,c‘- - :
3 tical” in  their lchall'?{‘i—’ctér ~ and shall - relate to  those matters
4 fw.h}ich,‘ shall faulv  test the qualAiﬁc‘ationvs-. 31111 ﬁtﬁliiéss of
5 the })épsoil‘s | submlttmg i“dnemsélves,“; for 79Xaminafion_- for the i
6 position of ;1‘~1A$01"ice officer i | | | ‘
7 | Section 7 - The _bo;ifd_ shall - Ifgqu'ivré | "fr_o'iin. -all ﬁérsbl_is |
8 desiring  to be éxamiﬁ_'ed ~ the ”‘ﬁl:ing of a formal apphca

9 tion w'i'th"‘in a reasohalile '_fin'le prior to the proposed_ ex-
| 10 am'ina‘ti'on which aj)l)liCat'i‘on_ shél:l‘ state  (a) - The am)licant’s
11 full name} (b) Hls i’e’si(leli_ce ’_ anﬁ post office, - q&dress - (e)
12 His citizenshiP. -((1) His .age- ~ the place' ;and.' “date of
13 _i)irt.ll and "(e) His business ~or  employment during the
14 Iast three years ﬁnd, (f)_ Such other information as the

15 "board may ‘require

( | 16 Section 8 The bloard shall at all times keep separate
| 17 'lists. of all pérsons who have successfully passed any ex-
| S 18 amination arfémged acc’ordihg to the several positiohs ex- -
19 . isting in the police department of the borough and where
“ '20' more than one persons takes ‘the examihation for the

21 same position those successfully passing  the examination

9% shali be entered upon the eligible .list in the order of
| 2.3 their rlesp‘ective percentage, the highest ‘coming first

| M 4 Section 9 WWhenever any vacancy shall occur in “the
25 position of police officer. m any ﬁorbugli fche .b"l;irg'ess “of
| 26 the horm‘lgh shall send a written - appli'cation to the ﬁl'eSi-
o ' s | : :

’ | 97 dent  of the board to certify to the council the first
- 28~ three names on the eligible _' list for the .positiAo'n' to Dbe
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1 filled  and . the president © of the board shall forthwith

-
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2 ‘certify  said names'

| Secft_i(_mj 10 The . coundil shall . fill the - ofﬁ“cc»?' or fpdsi_t.ion |
4 i ‘quést'.i_dn by api)binfing one . of the three persons ‘whose
f"”f.,_"f-n"am_es ‘were  submitted by the pl"esidéht. of the ‘board In .

maklng 'aﬁpoinfme'l_lts’ ‘t('i‘_' fhe‘ | p"o.s,i‘ti(m :df_ pohce o‘ﬁiq’ér ~in

7 anv borough- the | "_c01'u_1"(_:il‘ s'halll first ”é»dnsic’léi' the ‘name  of =
'a:ny~__v person e_ihplbyed' in  the 1po'1ic‘e»" Hdépartm‘ent"* whose | name

)’ ‘may | be upon such 'eligible st and ‘...;\ther:eaftéi;,v‘fr(nii amoiig-'
10 those -]‘)'('-BI‘S'OIIS," possessing  the ‘,.‘"ll‘e("é,s.éal"\f "’quaili'ﬁcations‘ and

11U éligibiﬁty preference 'sl'ja'll‘ be given to hoixbr'ﬁliiﬁ% diScharged

-12  soldiers sailors and marines who served in the military

or naval forces of | the . Uniféd | S_tzites il} tiinéS' of  war

All ° appointments wmade by the couiwil \111t1e1' the 1)1*6?1-

sions~ of this act s]iall be for and during gbod ‘behavior e
Sectipn 11 The name . of _any person appbihtéd by

~council shall be from time to time  stricken fr"froma_ the | :

‘ eligible list by the boérd and the two remaining ~names

1‘) shall remain thereon and be ar‘rmige('l forthwith :iccoi‘ding

i 20 to their percentage The name of any applicant who shall

‘21 have been vrejected three times shall’”® be  stricken from

© 92 the list by the board

23 Section 12 Persons hold‘i‘n_g: appointments as police of-

24 ficers at the date of the passage -of this act shall re-
25 main  in  office  without Deing reguired  to pass an  ex-
: 26 amination and shall .be removed only in  accordance with
:-27 - the provisions of this act

28 2-W D632
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Sectlon 13 No pohce ofﬁcer shall l)e dlsmlssed W1thout

lns wrltten consent | except by dec1smn of a courf

18

‘ve‘i"‘ther ‘f trlal mqmry' duly 'determmed and certlﬁed
in | vrltmg to th burgess of saxd borough Which | court .

Sh_iill be composed fthe -Counml of »‘sg‘ud borough _off

which t,th_é_ "pr_emdent 3 :of ~, sald ouncﬂ shall be ,_‘t'he' presxd
ing - Ofﬁc’éf - theréo‘f | | | | |

:Section. 14 No pollce oﬂ“lcex shall -_'-__-l)‘e“ tmed unless

charges with: plain specifications . . thereof in vmtmg ‘are'

lodged 'svith. tﬁho_ pres1dent of_' ) couneil of said borouoh who
shall give ﬂvmtten IlOtl‘Cte_ : of 'éaidi specxﬁcatlons to the _, ac- .'
cused wit'.hm | -t.h're‘e“: da)s ,- "f»after». recelvmg ‘th’e same | v1th
notice- of the ‘time and place Cof trial ond' ‘tlie. —-‘,‘tr‘lal»
shall be held not less than three days from the time
of. the s‘er-vi/c_e’ of notice of SIIL]J. c'ha.rgos or Spéciﬁéa{ions

upon the accused and. within the next Vﬁve -}da’ys -follow-.

ing the time of said service of mnotice wupon the accused:

The accused ‘shall ‘have . the right to be present at such

19 “trinl  with his witnesses and - if he so desires may Dbe

20

represented by coun'selw The ~a‘ccused shall have _‘the right

to demand either a public or private hearing upon said

~ charges

Section 15 ~ The pérsons . c'omprising said. court shall be

- sworn by the presiding  officer thereof to perform their

duties impartially and without fear .or favor the presiding

officer ~ of 'said court : shall - ‘have - the authoritj to admin-

ister oaths to witnesses the same as is possessed by any

justice of the peace of this 'C-_ommonWea_lth
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Sectlon 16 '].‘he | charges | Which -may be brought agqlnst.

2the accused may' be exther dlsablhty for servme | m whvich |

~

" case the court ;shall be one cf"_ 1nq1ur) | vhose ‘-decisi'on ;

4-"'may be for the honor hle (hscharge of the person -ac:

éf’_:f:"c’ueed or they | may be ; brou‘ght “for negl_e'ct v-"'o__'r* v1olaticn

6 of ~law  or duty | mefﬁmency | mtemperance (hsobedlence of

7 orders or unbecommg _'o'ﬂiclal - or ‘-?persoxlal conduct in Vhlch |

'8 cases  the .cféurt shall be one of trial

9 '-  ~ Section 17 It - shall be *‘leivful | for  the - burgess Cof

"10 said  Dborough at his dlscretlon to  direct the chief of
:ﬂ pohce of said borough to suspend W1th or w1thout pay

.’12 from duty Dbefore trial any perSon charged as - aforesaid

13 untit  such trialA can ‘be, had_ when safid» couri;ﬁ sha_ll de-’

14 termme ‘whether or. not the, accused shall be entitled to

1o pa) for the period of such s1iSpcn’Si(;11'1' If .said cciu*t' of

:16 trl‘al or inquiry  shall - exomerate the accused he shall be

.17 entitled to full comlh)ensation for the time for which he

18 was suspended . ’\'  |
19 Section 18 The . ﬁnding" of the majority of said . court

- 20 of trial or inquiry if the accused be convicted shall he
21 cer'iiﬁed by the presiding ‘"Ofﬁcet ~of said court to the

‘ 22 fhurgess of said Dborough . with  recommendations timt ~ the

23 ~accused be officially reprimanded or suspended -without pay

- e

24 for a period of mnot more than sixty daxg or that the

25 accused be dismissed from  the sel'\'ice ’_\y_ho.’ shall  within
26 ten days after ‘receivieg said certiﬁcéte eith“ei' approve or
“.2_7 ~ disapprove  said  finding If . the burge,s_s - approves  such
28 recommendations of the court of trial_— or inqu.i_ry  the

G,
gt

' 29 council shall enforce the same. If the burgess does not



8

ap’pl‘-‘o've sucli 'i'ec()nime'll(liitioils "he _sli:ill return -' ',t'he - same to:_
‘,the\ court with his -6bjecti6n‘s _thereto  and the, couit _'_'sh'a»ll -
receﬁsidei' | fhe same. If after  such - reéonsidei'a'ti(m ~ the
‘-c.o-urtv; .shal_l - readopt - such ,ifeCOmmeiidations _. by a _;fi\rpfti}1{i-;]gi-', :
'Tj"\_/'dte “of - the i»,entire _ number - of ,nfe_n'lbers; then ’, fhe recom-
fnieh‘datien‘s j~Shall be immediefel'y_c enferce(i by ~ the ceuiléilr;
Section -.; 19 It shall be | 11.1_112.1\iff1'1—1." foi"_ any be‘ri‘nig‘h of
this Commoilwealﬂi " to change the designated - names of the
.police" "ofiicer‘s mentioned or referred to in sectlon one of
.this‘ act for “the purpose .of evading the -p_rox?isiens- there

of

P —_—

Section 20 It shall bé unlawful for . any official or

court of trial or inquiry of any boroﬁ_gh to 1 (liseliai'ge"
dismiss or suspend from the service. any iiolice-' efﬁcer _01;
cause to Dbe dischai'ged ~ disniissed or suspended irom ‘t'lie
.service any police officer "for or on aceant o of , any
political act in favovfh of or agaixis‘t' ziny party :“01'_ ,eaﬁd_i-
date for any public office .‘ |
- Se"ct;ion 21  Any person who “violates any\ of the pre_-
visions of the foregoing .act shall be .guilty of a mis-
demeanor - and upon cenv,_iction {hereof shell be sentenced
by the eourt .to_ pay a . fine not -exceeding five ‘hu'-lil,dre.d
dollars ($500) and to .und‘ergo a ter»m of iml)i'isoiinleiit
in the workhouse .or jail o.f‘ said. couhty ~for mnot ~more ‘
than .one' year eifher er 'both_ at the di.s'cretion‘ of the -
court | o - - |
Section 22 All act ~of Assembly  of tliis_ QommeiiWealih
or parts of acts thereof . inconsistent " herewith . be and . the

‘same are hereby repealed




