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AN ACT 
,_;_,_ . J\utl1orizing tl1e sevei·al justiceR . of the peace thro1ig11~0\it 

tl1e . Com1non"'ealtl1 to issue . "\\\rits -of 

replevi11 to recover a chattel -.. Qr __ c~1attels 'vitl1 or 

\Vitho11t . da_~nages i11 cases 'Yl1ere tl1e value of ·the 
' 

cl1nttel or chattels does not exceed three 11und1~e([ 

dollars an<l rcgula ting t11e practice thereof 

1 Section 1 Be it enacted by the Senate and !louse of Repre~ 

·::, - 2 sentatfves of the Go11inzo11/1Vcalth · of PcnnsJ1lrania. in General 1lsse111 bl.11 

·. 3 nzct an<l ·it is hereby enacted by the authority of •the sa.1nc That 

:. .. 4 the several justices of tl1e peace. t11roughout t11e Con1n1011-. 
~.. . . 

of PennsvlYania 
l 

nre to • issue 

_- · G · .,Yrits of re11levin to recoyer a cliattel nr cl1attels 'Yitl1 

7 or 'Yitl1out da111ages • 
Ill cases \\']1ere Yalue of tlie 

; . 8 chattel or cl1attels cloes not exceed t11ree 11nnclrecl dollar·s 

.> 9 Scctio11 2 Rcfo.rc : such \Yrit sliall issue th~e .. })lai11tiff · 

_;·lo slia ll file '''it11 th e justice of· the peace · a11 affidavit Jl~r-

... 
·-:·11 ticularly 

l 
clescri bing the cl1attel or chattels to 

- . 
_ 12. 'rlie affidavit shall also co11tai11 . the allegations tl1at t11e 

' 
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l }>1a11itift: . is ··111e o'vJ1er · of · tl1e · · · ~hilttel · .. or . 'chattels · • or· ·is 
. ' -

· 2 · e11tit.led to ·the i1un1~d.in te .. posscssio1.1 . . thereof - . by· rea~ofi of 
• ' • r' . -

3 ·· a ·ii special · p1•()perty · tlie1;ein tlu1t .tl1e; "chattel or chattels · are-· -
. : _-: - - ·1' ' ---- '"'~· 

. . ~ - . ." 

· , ·(1et.a1iie<-"f t.l)y tlle . defe11clan.t 
" -· . 

--
t 11 e : .... a1l~goo . 

.. 

·5 cause of dete11tio11 thereof to; the .. best ki10,v I edge· infotfua .. · · 
. -

6 tio11 a'.11(1 belief · of the . plafutiff -
.. .;: -

7 Sectio11 . 3 Ilefore . ·such ."'rit. ~ of . :r·e1>levi11 · sl1all · ·tssue _. the 

8 ·1>ln.i11tiff or: son1eone. i11 his bel1alf shall execl1te .ca····. ho-ild···_o 
. ' 

!) i11 - at least do11ble · the · a1uou11t of tlie 

10 cl1attel or cha-ttels \Vith t"'o good and · sutlieient stireties 
<-· 

· 11 to be aprlroved by the · justice of tlte peace conditioned 

12 that if · the·-· plaintiff fails to maintain ·title or . the· .right · 

·1a to 
14 to 

. 
11ossess1011 of such chattel 01' chattels he . shall pay 

the party thereunto e11titled· the val11e. of 
~ ; 

said 'chattel ~ 
. . . 

i5 or cl1a ttels a1ul all legal costs fees and · damages -- which · · 

16 tJ1e defendant or other persons to 'vhom such chattel 
. 

or 

17 chattels so re1llevinecl belong may sustai11 by i 1eason of 
. ' ' 

18 such 'vrit of replevht 

19 Sectio1t · 4 U po11 • • rece1VIng the plaintiff's affidavit and 

20 bo11c1 the justice of the .. ·peace._ sluill • issue a summons 

21 and deliver it to the ~-~--01fstable 'l'he sun1n1011s s11all com-

22 nu111d t11e defenda11t to appear .before the justice of the 

23 penrc • 
lll 11ot less tha11 five days 

~ 
1101' more than eight _ 

24 days fron1 the date thereof . and i11 acldition thereto the -

25 justice of the u.e·ace shall ·attH.cl1 to the 
4- • 

SUIDIDOllS a copy 

26 of the Jllni11tiff's affidavit \vl1ich said summons a11cl affidavit 

27 shall on the - def enc1a1it· • 
Ill the 

. 
28 prescribed by la'v The justice of tl1e peace shall also 

29 attacl1 to the summons a written· requisition requiring the 
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co11st~ble . to~ . V.1hofii the sl1iiimoiis is· 0 delivered to r~plev)~ 
-"" ,_ 

~N-~•i.{ <. 2 ... and take i11to l1is possessio11 the· chattel or · chattels de-

IJ£;u>3 s(~r~becl in the . plaintiff's affillavit wl1ich repleVJ' ·· JnuSt be 

.. J~;: ·~ i~~de at lel).st fo1m · clays before the ref:ur1~ of the ~UTI\· 
~~r;; · < 5 · 1~ons - ... 

- .:. -
! • 

possession · of 

i~E·· 8 or chattels he · shall be dllly serveff- with the writ' and 
{_~;_:}~:::::< -~.. .. 

t~:;,_· . 9 his name adlled thereto as a defendmlt to the · cause 

"'-·"- 10 -Tlie \vi:·it shall con1111ancl . the co11stable to serve · the-·. ~-part~T 

~;\.... Ii. in possession as well as the defendant The· justice of 
2 .. -:~~~· ... 

,.~ _· 12 tlie .. i>_eace 1nay gra11t 
'.!::~:; .. ,-

leave to a11y person .. u po11 · a11 

~;;· 13 a ft:ida vi t being filed that the ·chattel or chattels belong 
~- . 
>14 to him to i11tervene ·as a partJT . clef e11da11 t in Sltch s11i t 

. 
·i5 · n11(l · the defe11dai1t or part~r so intervening 1nay file a 

16 cou11tei· bond \Vithi11 forty-eight ho11rs after the cl1attel or 

17 chattels _ 11ave hee11 replevied duri11g \Yl1ich time tlle chattel 

18 or chattels shall • re1na111 i11 11os~essio11 of the constable 

,19 a11cl \vhich time may be extended by the justice or alder-

· 20 n1a11 ltpon ca11se shown Upon the bond being approved 

21 by the justice of the peace and . the proper affidavit. 

· .. 22 having l.Jee11 filed the j11stice of the })eace shall direct 

23 t11e constable to deliv-er the possessio11 of tl1e chattel or 

chattels to the defendant or - tl1e party i11tervening . 'vhich 

· . . 25 saicl possession shall be ter1ni11a ted upo11 }Jroof at · the 

trial of the cause that the title or the right to the 

27 
. . 

Jlossess1011 of the chattel or cl1attels • 
IS 

• 
Ill 

' 
the plaintiff 

. 28 Section G On or before the retur11 · day o( the sum-

1no11s the constable ·shall make a retu1'n to the sumn1ons 

.. 

• 
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-- 1 and the requisltio11: l1nder. his 11~11d _ sho,vi11g the ma1111er 

2 • Ill which the - summons wer~ served togethe~ · -_ and - reqtiisition 

3 'vi~h - an inve11tory of the .. property . replevied a11d - if --they· . 

4 '"ere served . other than by- delivering · certiijed copies ·th.ere .. 

5 of ·- to the clefenda11t - personally the reason therefor and 

· 6 the -- name - of the perso11 ,~--·to - 'vho1n the copies _ 'vere de· 
• 

7 · livered unless -\1nkno''~ - to . -

111 the be coi1stable name . 

8 which cnse the ret\1rn sh al I -describe hint as - 11ea1~ly as -

9 

10 

11 

inay be 

Section 7 If tl1e clefe11da11t or party 

exec11te 'vhich cou11ter to • lS a 

• - f 

ii1tervei1i11g - - fail 

attacl1ed a de-. 

12 in and for a retur11 of the chattel or chattels \vithh1 tl1e 
f, 

13- thne herei11before req11irecl the constable / shall deliver the 
' \ 

14 chattel or chattels to the plai11tiff 

15 Section 8 J\uy constable 'vho clelivei·s to either party 

16 except as provided by this act or by virtue of fill ex-

17 ecution iss11ed by the justice of the peace s1inll forfeit 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

to the party., aggrieve<l t11e SU Ill of one ltu11drecl dollars 

a11d shall also be liable to hin1 for all da111ages 

he sustai11s thereby 

Sectio11 9 ,,,here a chattel or chaltels 11a ve bee11 re-

plevied 

required 

scribed 
/ 

clc1nand 

'''itliout 

thereof 

n11c1 the defendant 

the return of the 

of five • 
111 section 

jndgn1ent for the 

dan1ages for the 

-

or 1>arty interveni11g has llOt 

cl1attel or cl1attels as }Jre-

he • 
111 this act 

rctt1r11 thereof eit.l1er "'ith - or 

or dete11tio11 

Section 10 Upon the return day of tl1e \Vrit if the 

1n1rties 
' 

either ·or _their~ bv ... 
• 
Ill age11ts · tlie perso11 

• 
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and 
; ' 

. 2 ·allegations · and haying-~ 11eard ~--such -proofs - and 

~~~°'.~·~. 3 termine tO whom the title or possession of the · chattel 

Ii{··~· .. or cliattels riglitfnlly belo11g RU<l if the de1nri11cl shall 

~<I- -, • · 5 · 11ot exce~<l three Jnu1d1iecl dollars sl1all giv.e judgine11t to 

~<·: . ~ the. pnrt)' ~ggrieYed a·s right a~c~ justice may belong 
~Y~\~ ~. ~ ._· 

~11t. · - 7 Either pnrty to - tl1e cause shall have the right to ap­
¥:;~~-~-- -
~'.:.(\' · 8 peal i11 the tin1e 1u1<l 111nuner as 110,v provided by law 
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