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LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Session of· 
1919. 

INTRODUCl~D llY ·MR. IIICI\IDRNI~LJ,, l•'EBRlTARY 26, 19l9 .. 
~~- . .. 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON ·puJllJIC HEALTH AND .. SANI· 
TATION, ~!ARCH 3, 1919. 

AN ACT 
To provide for the sterilizatio11 of in1nates of i11stit11tions 

. 
havh1g the <~are atl(l custo<lJr ·., of idiotic inibecile fee .. 

ble-n1indecl nnd • insnne • persons 111 cases 'vl1er·e sucl1 

sterilizn ti on '"ill 1nnterinlly 
' 

I 1n1prove t11e n1e11tal or 

1>hysict\l (•011di tion of sn<.~h persons a11d i11 cases 'vl1ere 

i<liocy • itnl>eeilitv 
L' 

insunity or feeble-111incl-

edness of SU<'h persons not l>eing • Ill per1na 11e11t. ens-

tody procreation by sneh persons \\'Onld 11rodnce off-

• sprn1g shnilnrly -. affecte<l 

1 
Section 1 Be it enacted. by the Senate and House of Repre· 

2 
sentatiues of the Oom1non1oealtlt of Pennsylvania in . General Assembly 

3 
met and it ·is he1·eby enacted by the authority of the same That 

4 
'vitl1i11 11i11ety days after the first day of Jul31 one tbott-

5 · sa11d nine l111nclred seve11tee11 the board of trustees mana-
- -

6 gers or clirectors of eaclt institutio11 having the care ancl -

7 . CllSiody 

S pel'80IlS 

of icliots imbeciles 

institntio11 • IS 

epileptics 

supported 

• 
lllSUile or feeble-mi11cled 

.. 
Ill or in part 

_9 by appropriatio11s nuJ,de for that p11rpose by the General 

... - -

·-
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2 

1 ·Assembly : -sh-all . co11stit\ite and : appoint. a · con1missio11 to ·- co11-

- -~ . sist ·of at- - least -one _· :compete11t ne\t~·ologisl a1id one 
- -

SUI'·· 
. . - "\ 

3 geon , of_ _ recognizetl-c . ,ability -: 'vho · _may he appoi11ted - from 
. J :..~ 

- .4: the regulai• stuff of • SllCh- i11stitution the duty of · \vliich 
--..:_-. :_ 

5 · commission shall be _to - . . - ... - . . 

examine the inental a11d · - physical 
. . . . 

6. · conditicui of· .the·. in:diates --of-. siicJ1' insti't•ttion -· and - the _ pei·· . 
7 sonal records a11ll · ~ faniily - ti·aits · a11d histoi·ie·s 

. - ' - . .· . • ·. - - . . . l ' 

tl1eroof _ · a1id , 

8 · .: to. _ dete~~min¢ _- . a1~~l ~- ·.repoi:t- i11 · ~vriti.11g _ 1:p the board of trt1stees 

9 managers · or· -directors -- ·of said institution .. fron1 time _ to 

10 ti~e 

11· - . . . (a) In ·,vl1at if -·an)"·. cases _--t~e ·physical·· or - mental con-
' 

12 dition .- of - an - inmate will l>e. materially benefited bv · ster-
\; - . 

13 ilization there , being :µo p:robability that st1ch · condition of 

14 the inmates can be . otherwise improved and 

15. (b) In what if any cases the condition of an • Jll· 

16 mate • 
JS SllCh that b~" reason of his or her imbecility 

._, 

17 idi0c~r insanity epilepsy or feeble-mindedness ·' procreatio11 by 

18 the i11ma te ''"ould pro<luce offspring similarljT affectecl a11d 

19 tl1ere · is 110 probability t11at the co11dition . of s11ch i11111ate 

20 '"'ill in111rove to s11cl1 a11 extent as to re11der Jlrocrea tion 

21 by ··said inmate advisable The saicl • • comn1 ISSI Oil shall -- acco1n-

22 1)an~r _ said . reports '"'itlt s1>ecifie, rcco1nn1e1i<ln tions for t11e 

23 sterilizn ti on of t11e inn1ates reported· 11pon ,,~ith the reasons 

24 t.l1erefor a11cl the 1netl1ocl of sterilizath>11 reco1n1nenlled • 1n 

25 sn<~l1 case 

26 Sectio11 2 -Upo11 the receipt of any 
' 

s11cl1 report and 

27 arcon1pa11ying recom1nencliftio11s tl1e saicl board of trustees 

28 n1nnagers 01• directors of saicl institution shall consider the 

29 same· a11d }lass separately upo11 the case of eacl1 inmate 

• - < -

- .. " - . ~ 

----.... 
. '.: .. 

. , 
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~1-(:'~i,-: '::· ret'1rt1n1encled ·. fol'-~--- stcrilizatioil : ~ancl 
~~~-~<· -;~:··- '~· - - ' . -
~~~~:::;._r;--.. -- . - . . . : . -. . -
~:R~~-,:· .. reco1nniendatio11 - l>y- n11 affi1.-1native 
:it~:~\, . .-- . - . . ; . . ·. 
:~z,;·«a · · tlfree-fo\1i·flis of · the : 111en1bei·s- of 
·~·~·-.;.~;:-·/ .. : ___ - · .. 

if they· approve ai1y . · su~ch 

Yote · of"· . i1ot · · less 
' 

" 

than·; 
. _.,. -

the.· 1J9ard -. , · J11ej,.- _-.shall. -_ re-
-- '. - . -

~}~[<~ord . llpon .. their·.·.·. minutes· an :,order for the · ste1;ilization Of 

~;i:~§.J..·: th_e . 111mate .. so . recon11nen<le<l t11erefor - . s'}>ecifying. in . each . case . 
~~F=-~~",-> ~ . . . -~ 
~H'ii6!~ - the manner in · ,\;hich · the case shall· · be ·effected · bt1t ·· the , 

- . 

ste1·ilizatioi1 ()f no . ii1male in 1>er~ilnerit custody shall . be 
- . 

. 11nless 1t shall. ap11eaii. " ,from,~ . th~. report - of ·. the , · 
.... . ~ 

I, 

~~~;9_. con1inission that the mental or·. physical .. eonditioi~. of such 

!~~~ ' . c. • • ·'" 

%~.,~,,, .... 1nmate 'v1ll be materially benefited -. thereby and ·that such 
~~\I;/.: ... = . . . . . 

~1·1. ·condition · ca11not · probably be othefwise improved · The --said 
¥~:~\-; .. _ ... , . ·. -
=~~ .. ~ = · boar·d of trustees · . managers or ·directors ·. · ·. shall ·thereupon 

~·~~· prese~'t their petition to the cOnrt of con1moil pleas of 
. ' -

~.!.~-·- '· 

~~:_.14 · the ·county· . '"herein · s11ch --iristit11tion shall be located recit-
.. _ .. 

• ·,. . _! • 

-?'f 5 ; in~ the 
' recomn1enda tions of said 

. . . comm1ss1on and · the action 

take1{' thereo11 by said board of tr11stees managers or di­

rectors a1ul · p1•ayh1g for n11 order of said court .· ap1lrov-; 

the 01·clei· n1nde • 111 eacl1 case hy .. tl1e said 

a11d directi11g . the execution thereof 

Section 3 The sn id coui't shall tltereu11011 set a <lay 

.21 for tl1e henring ot' snid }>ctitio11 nn<l order tl1at i1otice • 
Ill 

:>2.2 'Yri ting of the thne a n<l p ln <1e n nd nn tu rt~ of s11cl1 hen ring sliall 

• g1ve11 to· the 1u•u J'(~st kin gnardin1t con11nittee or otl1er 

-legal representatiYe ot' enrh person so ordered to l>e ster· 

'.'-· ll0 ~·1"gr11t1tc If t"t sl1,•1 ll UJll'\.Ll,•11· ~:2.5 ilized as t11e <·ourt 1nar ~"" , :l TV to 
.. 

tl1e satisfactio11 of the. (~on rt that s\H•h llerso11 has . no 

kindrecl guardian · eonnnittee or othel' legn I i·epre·sentative or 

;'.·2s. that his or . her nenrest kin gnnr<linn - <~01nn1ittee ·or other 
'·.: 

,~_.fg. legal represe11tatiYe · is flnn11cia By unn hle to e1nploy_ cou11sel 

-
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1 to _ represei1 t tl1e1n .. the .·eon rt 1nny 
. " 

• 
111 its · cliscretio11 

... 
appoint 

· 2 - collllsel to -· re1>resent the i>er~ou ordered to l.Jc · sferilized , 
" -

3, or_ his - or her -· - iicarest - · kin gnnt·dh\tt co1111nittee . or otl1er ._ 

4 legal rep\·e~e1ttuti,~e_ at ·such or nny further heui·ing. - or 1)1'0-
I'· 

5 ceedirtg UllCl _ fix the COllipensntion f Ol' the s·e-rvices - of Stich 

·· 6 -counsel~ 'vhiclJ- - co1111>e11sntion . ~hall ue 1>nicl 11po11 tlie , -'order 

7 of the co1lrt by - the cou11tv 
" 

\\'hereh1 · stich 1>ers·o11 so .or-

-8 · dered to be ste1·ilized -'hns l1is 01' ltet·, legal -setfleriie11t- .. 
.Ill 

9 Pe11~sylvanitt· or if : he 01' she has 110 _legal settleme11t 
• 

-

-10 therein then - by 

r1 cated 

tlle ·county '"herein. said insti.tl1tion is lo· 

12 Sectio11 4 At· the ·· sitlll heu1•h1g · it1id _ the slt~seq11ent · 
;". 

13 proceedings ·.the board " of . trltstees - 11u1nagers 01• directors of 

14 said instit11ticn1 shall if t.Jiev 
" 

so req11cst he ·represented QY 

15 a11 assista11t .1:\ ttorney General If . at s11cl1 · hearing the 

16 COltrt 
• 
IS satistied that the }JCrsons ordered to - be sterilized 

.. 

17 anv of · the111 _ .. or J ·are severall.)' 1){)te11tial to prod11ce off-

18 sprfi1g · a11<l that either 

19 (a) Their 111enta l oi' ~- pl1ysicril co1uli ti on '"ill be ·m.a te· · 

20 rially benefitell . by sterilization n11d - thn t · S\tch conditidn. 

21 ca11not probably be other,vise i1n1)roved_ or 
\ . 

22 (b) tlteir _ i1nbecilit.Jr idiocy insanity 

23 epile1)sy or feeble-111indedness procren ti on hy such 1>ersoils 
\ 

24 llOt being • 
111 1)ern1a11eii t. custody .. "~oulcl protluce off-spring 

-

25 similarly affe(!ted filtd there • 
18 no· probability that the con-

26 dition of s11ch perso11s "'ill improve to such an .extent· 

27 · as to re11der })rocreation bv the1n 
~ 

advisable then 

28 The said court sl1all order an<l fli1·ect - that t11e ordei:· 

29 of said board of trustees managers or directors be a~ 

. . 
' . . . 

. ~~·-, ~ ; .. £i~= ~ ·:; i .:-·- :.~-.r :~~-~:;. i ~~ ·-:~-"<-~~ -~t:~~> :-~-~ ~- .~ . :: :~ '. ~ ' ~ 
1 :: 

.- .. J ./~ --•..;:-,.~· ~-.... :j~ ~-:.'. ~.::···?-.:~ ~-".'<.~ ~: "·'~\j .·~~";.,:.~:.__· r: i...:. '-: ;..' : :~~-. ~ ::.:.~~ .~.~ .\...."::• 
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ti~-(''· :1 -}>roved so . -far -- - as_ : the same · relates _ to the ste1•ilization 
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il\;i.2 of ,- persons concerning· • the coii.dition .. ·of wl1ich the court . 

'{:~>,:<( · 3 - is satisfied as above 'vith such mo<liflcatio11s as mny to 
1~·.··4 . ~he court seem proPer and order .. and Llirect that the 
~-&\'}. ,- -iif:; 5 same be . . . carried into . execution unless an appeal fr\)m 

l~I:;·.-_.:·6 ···such findi11gs and . order. -shall be . taken-: to~ the Superior 
·-

Court. within. thirty · days front the filing Qf the same 

··either by the boa rel of trustees ma11agers or directors pre-
-!-"i-~ ·_-. : 

::-ti:.;~ -. 

~·:,•:· ·9 senting sai<l petition or the i;epresentatives ns a~~e emun-

~-'.c:~::·1Q erated by a1_1J' . person directed to be sterilized by st1cl1 ,, 

~;--.:_',.11 orller -- a11ll the 'sai(l Superior Cot1rt shall l1ave poiver - to 
{~::: :~.~ ~+·: _-- . 

J'~}j :-12 reYie\V fill(l ailil'lll JUOdif)r ~l~ _diS(lJ}pl'O\'e SH Ch ~ndings Ultd Ol'Uel' 
~;},·;- ~- ', 

~>.:~>~a a11d s11ch appeal shall opei1ate as a · su1lersedas 
~'.'._-. ~ ' .. ~· 

'.(~. ·. 14 ' Sectio11 5 the order of any such _ boa r<l of 

·trustees 1na11agers or directors- of a11v .. snclt institt1tio1t for 

the· . sterilization of a11 inn1ate of sltclt institutio11 shall 

. ha,re bee11 ap}Jroved by the proper court of connnou 1>lcus 

.~~f '. 18 · as aforesaicl a11d i10 appeal to the ·su1wrior Court shall 
• .-

bee11 tal{e11 f ro1n tlte order of said <!on rt • n 1>1>rovn1g 

.:-·-. 20 the sn111e 'vithi11 t11irty days after the fllh1g of· snch .. . , 

. .c ~ 21 order or if any such appeal shall Jut ve IJecn. :. . tnken the11 

22 at a11)" ti1ne after the fili11g of a decree of 1he Sn~ 

23 perior Court atlir1ni11g the fi11dh1gs an<I' 01·clo1• of the sn icl 
-

, c 24: co11rt of co1n111011 pleas • 
111 t11e })l'en1ises the pcrso11 or-

':: 25 dere<l to be sterilized i11 suicl order shnll be sterilized 
. 

bJr tl1e surgeo11 nu~1nber of tlie • • co1n1n iss1011 reco1n1nencling 

27 sl1cl1 sterilizatio11 or by Sllch other skilled surgeo11 ns the 

~: ·. ·28 boarcl of tr11stees· 1nanagers or directors of sn id iustit11-
- ' . 

2-H P 6~3 
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·1 -ti oh - inay selec_t.. ai1(l designate . -in t11e uu1nne1·- desibtiui ted -: 

2 ill - the · order of. Si\ id. - 1.Jonrd . llllless otllel'\\'ise directed by 
'. 

'3 the cottrt n]>proving said order - or · 1>~1 the Superior Court 

.4- ... 011 ~1>peal anll . any expense · inc\tiii·ed theiieliy shnll be de· 
_-_;.. 

. -

'5 fi·aye11 by s\1ch i1istitutio11 -the. aforesaid 01•der sh~ill co11-

6 stifute com1>lete · autho~·ity- for the pet·fornu\i1cc ·- of snid 

7 opern_tio11s a11(l 110 surgeon perforn1iiig the sanie shall ·1Je 
( ' 

8 helll res1)cn1sible i11 n11y plnte for the'. perl'or1nhnce · thereof 
\ 

9 Section 6 It shall be the llutv of th(~ (~01n1l1i~sion 
I· 

10 a11pointed by the· hoards of truste·e's 1unnngel's or diret•tors 

11 of eacJ1 of the iustittl.tions afoi·esnid to keep a pernHtilent 

12 recorcl of all . eases and histoi·ic~ exainiuecl into and of 

13 all reJlorts and, reco1nu1en{la tions n1ade hy tlie1n and of 

1,1 all orders n1ade a11d receive<l by tlle1n nncl nll operations 

15 perforn1ed pnrsua11t to their reeon11nendn tio11s and to aunn-

16 ally iuake a report_, i11 'vriting of sucl1 records to the 

17 Secretary of the Board of Public CJ1arities 1\ll ex1>enses 

18 11eccssaril~y incurred by the conunission 11erein provided for 

-19 sl1all ·be pai<l frou1 . appropriations 1nade for that pnr1>0HC 

20 by the ({eneral ;\sse1ubly · 'l'he cost of all legal proceccl-

~21 i11gs 11ot otller\vise hereh11Jefore proYided for shall he paid 

'22 lJJr the counties i11 '''11 ich the inn1a te~ concerning \\'hieh 

23 -.such 1>roceedh1gs are had shall ha Ye their res})eetive legal 
= 

24 i·esidenccs or if Sltch in1nates haYe no legal re8hlcnce then 

'25 at the cost" of the county in ,\rhiel1 the institution._ of 

·26 'vhiclt they are severally inn1ate~ is located 

.. 


