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Providing for the payment of certain claims. for damages

done to property by bear providing a method fob the
a‘_scert_aiument" of such damage and ‘making an Appro-

| priation |
Section 1 Be it enacted by the RSenate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the OOmmO'nwealth“of Pennsylvania ;‘fin General Assembly
met and it s hereby enacted by the authority of the same That

aH damage done to fruit tlees or glowmg crops‘ or to

personal propérty upon lands open to hunting | by bear
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shall be paid from a fund semi-annually set apart® for

-1

such purposes by appropriation from “the fund in the

@ o)

State Treasury known as the Resident Hunter’s  License
Lo 9 Tund 'The Secretary of the Dboard of game commissioners
10 is hereby authorized if necessary to draw upon said fund

11 in  amount equal to the full amount set apart for this |

12 purpose in payment of claims presented under oath or

13 that inay be assessed under the provisions of this aect
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All  claims for damages incurred to become payable under

the . provisions of this act shall  he presented .in writing

_~1111der oath to : t'l‘l_fe *' secretary " of the boéu'd of ghme com-

missioners at Iarrisburg within a period of two weeks

-

from the time  such damage is alleged to have been in-

curred

Section 2 The Secretary as soon as possible after a

claim of - this kind has -been received by him shall send
at least two game protectors to interview the comiplain-

ant and inspect“' the pfoperty fepor_ted as injured to col-

lect such additional evidence ~ as  to them  may appezu
nece's"sary to a clear ‘1u1dérstanding of the caﬂse' in queS-
tioﬁ and  to eﬁ‘ect A settlement of the claim when pos-
sible |

Section 3 -In- all cases where =~ an agreement between

such game protectors and the claimant can _be obtained

regarding the true value of damage  sustained and the
secretary is satisfied that such claim’ is reasomable and-

fair a voucher shall be drawn upon said’ fund for the
amount named in such ﬁn_ding __

In all cases where the game protectors and the claim-
ants cannot agi'ee ~upon the amount of dam'a"ge sustai'n-e(l
or the cause of such Adamzige the secret'ary of the board
of game commissioners shall call together a jury of not
less than three disinterested persons one of whom sh'a“lrl,’
be: a sportsman one a farmer or a fruit grower as the
case in question may indicate and the third a  business

man from any walk of life Such . jury shall if they de-

sire . view the property injured - and shall hear such evi-
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- ‘delul‘}c’e_‘__as ‘may be deemed necessary Cto give a faif. un-
delstandmg of the __Cjaiiii "md‘de and the finding of * a ma-
3011ty of the jlt'i;y' | éha‘ll ‘be - Ab_inding insofar  as fhe claim
: upon ‘:.' the fund ‘in. 'qﬁéstidn is concerned -

Sectlon ! Tor the _I)Iti'poSes of this act the  sceretary
of the board of game 'chimisSibhers -is_ éinPOxyered to ad-
mm1ste1 vo;a—ths'" to both jurors and  witnesses and such oath
shall 111 all waziys be l})'i,n(‘_ling and 6f. like effect as oaths

“administered in ‘any court of this Commonwealth

Section 5 All jurors and witnesses necessary to such

proceedings shall receive the same pay for 'services as is

‘paid to jurors and witnesses in the courts of quarter

sessions The secretary of the game commission is author-

ized  to ~draw his voucher wupon the fund appropriated  for

this purpose for the amount mnamed in any such award
and all other expenses connected with such investigation -

Section 6 The sum of fifteen thousand dollars is here-

by‘ specifically apprdpriat-ed:.’» for two fiscal years beginning

June first one thousand nine hundred and nineteen to be
paidr out of the receip‘ts from the Resident Huxiter’s | L1
cense Act and such other moneys  as ‘ have accuﬁl’ulAa,_téd
and are now held in the State treasury as a fund
separate and apart to be applied to the protection 4and
propagation of game Ciaims for damages done shall be
paid at the- end of the fiscal year and if the within
appropriatioh is mnot sufficient for the I)ﬁ)'ment of such

claims - the amount appropriated shall be pro rated ‘ainong

the several claimants by the secretary of the game com-

mission




