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| - 'LEGISLA(TURE OF PENNSYI:VANIA.
_ FlLE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
| N 928

N INTROD‘I"’I‘C‘ED BlM‘R RINN, MARCH 12, 1919.

REFERRED 70 COMMITTEE ON MANUFACTURES, MARCH 17, 1919,

l AN ACT
“ . To provide for the abolition of railroad grade (fi'ossi'ligs ¥
‘ 151'esc1'ib_ing' the procedure ‘and' .i}»:n'p‘OSing" _' the Co’»sts' on
-, ~ the railread cmnjl'l)'aliiﬁes'» and  on the city borough town
‘ or township | | |
1 ~ Section 1 Be it enacicd by the Senate and House of Repre-
2 sentatives of the COmmOﬂwedlth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly
3 mét and it is hereby enact_ed by the authbrity of the same That
4 thé council of any city' borough‘ or flicorﬁorate(’l ‘town  or
. 5 _thé ) commlssmher ~ or supervisors of any tmfnshib wvithin
6 which a lughwav crosses or is crossed by a railroad ov
7 fhe divectors of any i'aih'oad company. whose road  crosses
' 8 or is crossed by a highway may Dbring their petition in
{f 9 writing to the Public Service Commission zlllegfllg that
10 public safety requires an  alteration in  such crossing  its
II-: approaches the method of crossing the location * of  the
12 ,highway | or crossing the c.losing- of a '.high"\vay crossing
13 and the substitu'ﬁon of another therefor not at grade or
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the. removal of obstructions to the sight at -such cross-

ing and praying that the same may be ordered where-

upon the Public Service Commission shall appoint a time

and place for hearing the petition and shall give such

- notice .;,t11e1'éof “to such ~ petitioners  the coniﬁany ~the  city

borough town or township in  which  such  crossing s

situated and the owners of the land adjoining such cross-

;_»ing cand a»(‘ljv(j)rihili.g tha’f, part df— '~ the ‘lxigll\ﬁ'a)' to be

changed in grade as it shall Jjudge reasonable and after

such notice and hearing the Tublic Service Commission

‘shall determine what alternations or removals if any shall

be made and by whom made

Section 2 I'f'»' such pet,i‘tion is bfought by the di-

“pectors of a railroad company or in behalf of any such

company the = Public Service Commission shall order the

expense of such alterations or removals including  the dam-

ages to any person whose land is taken and the spe-
cial  damages which the owner of any land adjoining the
public hi.ghwa.y shall - sustain by  reason of any such
cliange in the gradé of such highway +to Dbe paid by
{the company 'owiﬁng or ol)e;'ating the railroad in  whose
behalf  the pétition is  Dbrought

Section 3 TIn case such petition is Dbrought by the
council of a city borougli or iIncorporated town or the
(:mmnissiohers or supérvisors of a  township the Public

Service - Commission may having  regard to . the  financial

streugth of the city Dborough town or township if the

highway affected’ by such determination was in existence

when the railroad was constructed over it at grade or Iif

——



cluding - the damages as afovesaid to - be .

| the layout of the lighway - was changed for the benefit -

of “the railroad after the layout of the : railroad _order

an amount not exceeding twelve and onehalf per . centum

~of the  whole expense of = such alteration - or removal - in-

‘pai'd- by ’thé’

6 municipality in  whose behalf the petition is ~brought and

ihe ’i“eiiu{iﬂder‘ of tixé s éxpehée shall " be paid" lij", the com:

pany owning . or operating the road which crosses  such

S public highway

“Séctioﬁn‘ 4 If llo'i\'ei?él' ~ the ‘-Ahig]j\_vay affe_cfed, i))' such

last mentioned ovrder has Deen constructed since the rail-

road which it crosses at grade the Public Service Com-

mission may having vregard to the financial strength of

the city borough town or township order an amount not

exceeding twenty-five per centum of the whole expense of

such alteration or removal including the damages as afore-

said  to be paid by the city borough town or _"to‘wnship'»

in. - whose behalf the appli'ca.tion‘ 1is br‘ou'gh't ~and the re-

mainder  of the eXi)ense s‘hal_:_l_ be paid by the. company

owning or operating. the road which crosses such public

highway
. Section 5 The directors of every company  which

operates a railroad in this State shall within six months

‘after this act takes effect and within the same period

'yevzirly thereafter remove or apply for the vremoval of at

_}.

. least ome grade crossing for every thirty miles of road

operated by it -in this » State ~ which 01'03si11gs so to Dbe

: -fémoved shall Dbe those which in the opinion of said

‘divéctors ave among the most dangerous upon the lines
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‘shall if in  its " opinion the

4

'operated ’by it and if the - dirvectors ~of  any railroad

s

compzi_ny' fail so {o do the Public Service | Col_nmission

| . | financial '.cond_ition_ of the
c()mpéu_ly \\fill warrant  order  such 'eros.sing oY crbssings re-
ﬁld\'éd v as inits (')pinion., - said di‘recfors sbould have  ap-

plied for the vemoval of under t{he above provisions . and

the Public Service Commission in so doing shall proceed

in  all respects as if the said directors had \'ollllltal'ily

applied therefor " If' any ._port.ion - or portions of this act
shall ‘be‘ declared unconstittuional the. remainder shall not

be affected thereby
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