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AN ACT

To amend section {wo article one of an act approved
the cighth day of A.])l»‘i‘] on¢e  thousand eighlﬁ hun-
dred - and forty-cight (.’zimphlel: Taws  three hundred
and  ninety-nine)  entitled  “An actl 1'elativ'é © to the
Berks county prison  and to discharged convicts

Section 1 Be it' chacted by the Senate and Iouse of Repré
sentatives of the Commonwcalth of Pennsylvania in General Assemblg/
met and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same That
article one of seetion two of an act  approved the eighth

dgay of April one thousand eight hundred ™ and forty-cight

(Pamphlet lLaws three hundred and ninety-nine)  entitled

“An act relative to the Berks county prison and to dis-
charged -convicets” which reads as follows

‘:."1‘11e)f shall at their first meeting and annually there-
after  appoint of their number ‘a president and secretary
they shall Lkeep 1'egllla1' minutes of  {heir proeee:dingé hold

stated  meetings once a month and adjourned and special
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1 meetings whenever - necessary they  shall annually . nominale’

and  with - approbation - of the court” of « quarter 'sessions

‘appoint a - keeper matron and physician _ for the ~ prison

and - shall *fix their salaries or -compensation as well as

5 that ~ of all other persons  employed in and about the
prison a  majority of  said  inspectors shall = constitute a

7 board and may do any act or aets required of said
inspectors and shall with the approbation of the- court of
~(quarter sessions of said  county -make such rules for (lc

‘internal  regulation and government of prison as  shall ot

be inconsistent with the Constitution and daws of  this.

‘Commonwealth or .the prin(zij)le‘s of separate conflnement  as

“set  forth a-nvd declaved’ by :thi.s act they shall  direet  the

manner in  which all  the bedding clolhing  provisions  and

all articles and supplies necessary  for  (he  support  and
“employment of the persons confined in  said  prison  shall
“be purchased and also the sale of all articles manuface

tured  therein and shall direct the manner in  which the

convicts confined in~ said prison  shall  be - employed they
shall determine the quantity and {the Lkind of food t{hat
shall Dbe furnished daily to ecach person confined in  said

prison and the debtors’ apartment they _slmll determine the

,l)edding' of all convicts prisoners and debtors the  form

and color of the uniform of male conviets and the kind
of dress to be worn by female conviels and prisoners

in summer and winter they shall at.  least by one ' of

‘their number visit the prison and apartment for debtors

at least -once a week and oftener if necessary to  sce

that the duties’ of the several officers and attendants are
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couectly » and ’.-s't.l""i'(‘:tlj"i' _pérfdli"iiié(lf, niiﬁ:. to prevent all op-
pre&smn peculatlon Cor other abuse 61- mismuiagement  of
Sai{f _jn‘is:(»)jn ..'\’fhey *fﬁsh‘zﬂl —‘ on th_,ve»ir _'.yisi"'ts -lo “the  cells T‘mﬂul
to the _- debt01 | zﬁ)iit‘ﬁﬁéut »_Spe.iil; "o -each  person  confined
5 ﬂlf‘l(’lnandshall notbe ; attended ln m'\’_\,'r 0(‘ ‘r,.‘t'il'() Coof
ﬁcus of ﬂle pllSOll ’-"'il"x‘lless_ thérét‘o 'esﬁeciuﬂ;\; ré‘qu'iii'e(l by
them the\ 'S_lz'liill if '1'_1(1.(11",14ii1;'é(1'}‘ be furnished by  the ﬁeepor
‘_4’11'\\:'it-h“2 dcalendar of the perétf‘)ns- confined  in -,szjid ‘j)l'ison
."'-‘zi:n'd“ shall by actudl inspection see whether all  the per-
_, qon% ii’mhed m s:ud é_ﬁ‘lendar ‘are confined in  the respec-

tive célls 'ai1(1 ajﬁai;thle;ht aSSighedr to them and the con-

"\'iéts employed as d»ir_é)cted they  shall _have/ power to ex-

amine jz»lny person Aupon (m;ih or :}’l‘l“n‘-ln’:{tio’n'  relative o

any abuse or opp‘ressioﬁ in said | prisdir or other malter

within  the purview of  their duties they shall at  any
timé after the annual period of apﬁointing have ])0\\%319}

\(ﬁﬂl 'the approbﬁtion' of two of the judges of the cmu:'(-”

of qu'"arfer séssions the president being one to dismiss the

41(‘(;3eﬁ‘per " matron or ph'y‘s_ician and to supply  vacancies  thus

or -otherwise occurring they shall on or ~‘ before - the Mm.n-

day of the ﬁ;'_St term of the court of -quarter sessions

in every year make a report in/_ writihg to the said

co'urtv of the ° state of said prison the 1'e]')oi't' "shall con-

- tain  the mnumber of prisoners - in ‘conﬁnement' theif age

“':‘%-sex étlieged place of nativity time of commitment for

\\hat offense mnoticing those _Wh_o escaped die(l. were  par-

( “doned  or discharged also 'such observations = on the effi-

ciency of the system of ,seﬁaraie cOxiﬁnem’entf as may be

o the result ;of_' their  experience and 4give sueh  information
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‘as  they deem expedient -for -making said prison effectual

in -the punishment - and reformation of offenders whereupon

the 'said: court may take such order. on said _report as

: tﬁej_ “shall think proper and cause s:i_i(l i‘(}port to  be

filed Lin“‘_ the office of the _’ clerk of the cowrt aforesaid”

is  hereby amended to vead as follows

They» shall  at their first meeting and annually — there-

after appoint of their number a president and seceretary

~they shall keep regular ~minutes of their proceedings hold

stated meetings once a month and adjourned and special

meetings  whenever necessary  they  <'all  quadrvennially  nomi-
. [ g . —m . .

nate and with the _approbation of the court  of quarter
sessions appoint  a  keeper matron physicia‘n ~and solicitor  for
the prison and shall fix their ;c;:ilal'ies or compensation as well as
that of all  other persons employed in» and  about the

prison a majority of said inspectors shall constitute a

board and may do any act or acts vrequired of said

inspectd‘rs and | shall with the approbation of ’fhe_ ~ court  of
quarter sessions of said county make such '1"nleé fm" the
internal regulation and government of prison as shall nol
be inconsistent with the constitution and laws of this
Commonwealth or the principles of _sepm'a.t'e “confinement 2

set forth. and declared by Cthis  act they shall diveet the

~manner in which all the Dbedding clothing provisions and

‘all  articles and supplies necessary for the support and

employment of the persons confined in said prison shall
be purchased and also the sale of all - articles manufac-
tured therein  and shall direct ithe  manner in  which the

convicts confined in said prison shall be employed  they
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shall' be furmshed (lmlv to e.zi"ch ’_fperson ~confined - in said

'_"1)1"'1‘8011“ 'mul »the. (lebtor ‘,ap.u'hncnt “they shall.  determine the

\

4 béddiﬁi;‘z o f all _conv_rcts pri .soner,s and debtors the form

and color of the ».'-111.—111“;;)‘*1'111' '_bf | _malé COllﬂ'i(§fS and ' the kind
of " ‘dréss;‘;v to | be worn b»y';_l'_ temale -' ‘conviets and '1)1‘is'(il;é1'é'
v_:i'li' »;sfumnié‘i" ) and, wmtef the\ shall ”t léast’ by one  of
thenr iilii_libzér’! v151t 'th'e pusonand d]nrtment for ~ debtors
»at‘ l leabt "onéef &  week “and Oft'ei_ie.lﬁ' Cif - necess; u'v - to sev
-tl'i':it.i the . (Iiifi,ites?»' of the sQVériil bfﬁcérs and attenda‘n_t‘s-.iare.
u)rrectly "and‘ ‘s't.rict'ly ._pe'rformed - and to prevent all o‘p.
pressiq’n' peculation or  other ﬂabus‘e or niisnmnageménf of
said 1)1'is0ri'_' they shall on their ~\;i_s_its to the éells_ and
to  the debtor apiu*t_meﬂt sﬁeak’ to  each pérsbn‘ “confined
therein and shall not be att_(}*.ngled by any of the Q'ﬂicers
of ~ the prison unléss thereto especially required by them
they shall if vequired be furnished by  the ke‘eper with a
caléndar, of the persons confined in said prison and shall
by actual inspection See whether  all  the  persons nz}me{d
in  said calendar are confined in the respective Cells ilﬁ(l
apaytmeﬂt aséiguéd to them and the convicts empl'oye}d" zis
directed they ‘shall  have . power to examine any »j';]_A)(‘.l'SOH
upon Toath' or caffirmation  relative to any abuse _-01' op-
;-i)ression in sald  prison or other matter within the pur-
view of their duties they ~shall' at  any time at‘fer_ ~the
annual period  of appointih‘g have power with thé, appr‘b—
hation of two of the »ju‘dg‘es of the ecourt of quarter
séssions  the prevsi»dentﬁ being oile‘ to dismiss the keeper
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or otherwise occurring they shall. on or before the Mon-

the number -

Y M

© matron  physician  or -solicitor and. to “supply - vacancies thus

(OSSR S S

day of the first term  of the court  of quarter sessions

-in every year make a report in  writing (o the  said

~court , of the state of = said prison the report shall contaiu

-

“alleged  place of nativity time of  commitment for  whal

offence noticing those who escaped died were pardoned or

discharged also such observations on the - efliciency of the

system of separate coufinement as  may be the result of

their experience and give such information as  they may

‘deem  expedient  tor making  said Cprison  effectual . in the

puiishment aud  rveformation of offenders whereupon the said

court may take such orvder on said report * as  they shall

think  proper and cause said  report to  be filed in  oftice

of ‘the eclerk of the court.. ,;U’oresziid

Section 2 The keepér “'matron  physician  and  solicitor
now in oflice shall continue” in  such office until  the ex-

piration of their_  respective terms

of prisoners- in confinement  their  age  sex -
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