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LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA.

'FILE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
No. 992 =

~ INTRODUCED BY MR. BALDRIGIE, MARCH 18, 1919.

. REFERRED T0 COMMITTEE ON GAME, MARCH 19, 1919,

AN ACT

To '. amend section two of an - act approved the ninth day
of Ai)ii_l one thousand nine  hundred and  fifteen
(Pamphlét Laws  seventy-three) ~ entitled “An z):ct to
provide for the | better 1)1_fdtcctioi1 and preservation of
deer and clk Squirrels’ and certain  birds classed as
game-birds within the Commonwealth-  providing a
method through which certain  lands in the Common- -
wealth may be closed to hunting for a term of
years and prescribing  penalties ‘f01' violation of its
several  provisions”

Section 1 Be it cnacled by the Senalc and I—Ious;; of Repre-
sentatives of the Commonwcalth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly
met and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same That.
“section two  of an ﬁcf; aﬁﬁroveﬂ the ninth day of April

“ one thousand nine Iumdred aund fifteen  (Pamphlet  Laws:
.:’:Se\?'ent.\,'-thrge) entitled  “An  act to provide. for the Detter
-in*étection and  preservation  of  deer and _ elk * sipﬁrréls and

'8 certain, birds elassed as - game-birds  within  the Common-
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2
wealth providing a method through which certain lands in
the. Commonwealth may be closed to hunting for a term

of . years ~and prescribing penalties for. violation  of its

weveral provisions” which veads as follows

“Sectipn 2 That whenever at least two = hundred citi-

-zens of any county in this Commonwealth shall through

written petition  certify to the Board of Game Commis-

sioners that in their opinion an absolutely closed season

~is’ necessary to insure the Dbetter protection and consequent

“increase of ‘elk and deer and squirrels of all kinds and

wild-turkeys and  ruffed-grouse and quail and  ring-necked.
pheasant and Hungavian quail or either of them in a

4

wild state in  that county in which such citizens may

veside and asking th:it such comfty be closed 1o hunting

for = period -the Board of Game Commissioners shall

forward to said petitioners and others a blank form set-

ting -forth such questions as they may consider best.

suited to determine the quantity of game and game con- -

ditions in  the county in question and the necessity for

closing said county to hunting which said forms - with
Ty

replies to entitle such answer to consideration before said
Board of Game Commissioners shall be returned to said
Board on or before the return day as fixed wupon said

forins_ Such  petitioners shall also publish  for at least

’y

three consecutive weeks. at their own expense in at least
two prominent newspapers in the county +to be closed the
statement that such petition has Dbeen filed with its pur- -

pose and - the return day for information as fixed Dby

the Bozird of Game Commissioners and shall file with
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said Board duly certified copies of such notices as pub-

- lished in  each’ mnewspaper on or before said return - day
If  the written answers’ as  returned shall fail  to - satisfy

said -Board of Game Commissioners. that such closed sea-

- . . ) ‘ - . ] e [] : - ‘ :
son is necessary or those opposing such action ‘“shall de-

mand 2 .1__;e:'1"1'inﬁg Dbefore said  Board then a hez{ring' shall |
be liad upon such  date  and  at - such place  within ~ the
fcouniy';. to be affected  as may Dbe dééided ilpon by the
'sai'd_: B’oafd‘ ~of Game Comnﬁ's.é,irvmer;s ‘the‘ expense of  such

lieaving o be - paid by  those demanding the ~ same It

alter the vreceipt of the written® auswers or the public

hearing  or both the Board of -Game Commissioners shall

be satisfied such closed season 1s  necessary {o insure the
better protection of elk and deer squirrels of all kinds

and  wild-turkeys and ruffed-grouse and quail and ring-necked

pleasants and Hungarian quail found in a wild state and

their  consequent increase in  ‘said  counly they are |lhere-

with empowered and _(lirected to  declare: a  closed season
not to exceed five years for elk and deer and wild
turkeys and ruffed-grouse and quﬁil and  ring-necked pheas-
ants aﬁd ITungarian quail or either of them found  in
a wild state within  said - county |

The  Board of | Game  Commissioners to  make  such
closed  season ef’fe(*’(.i\'e ~ and binding shall be required to
publish annuaily. their:_,_ (1e§:isi011 and aclion regarding this
matter in  at least three newspapers if there ‘be that
nmiiy . in ~each county affected thei'eby and to have notices

of such ruling declaring such county closed :to hunting

printed and annually  distributed in  reasonable numbers
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- thrb'ughout. the _'a,ﬁ;e('ifed ﬁ »_'_Ce"l_'i'i»t‘)i'):'.

"Each and every person violating any of the provisions

of such -r'ulin'g_"'_"‘xnl‘ilde._ by the Board of Game Commis-

SIOHGIS "un(_l‘_e'rf-} the »i'eqnir;éménts: of this act shall be liable
to ‘a 'Iiéi-iii'lrty of three “hundred ‘dollarsi for each eclk and

two hundred  dollars for each deer and twenty-five -dollars

for each ’sqﬁ»irrél or bird taken killed wounded or at-

tempted to be taken killed or wounded upon  said closed

territory” is hereby amended {o read as follows

Section 2 That whenever at least two hundred citi-

zens of any county in  this Commonwealth shall through

written petition certify to the -Board of . Game Commis-

sioners . that in their opinion an absolutely closed season

is necessary to insure the better protection and conse

quent increase of elk and deer and squirrels of all
kinds and wild-turkeys and ruffed-grouse and quail and

yingmecked pheasant and Hungarvian quail or  ecither  of "

them "~ in a wild state in that county in  which such

citizens - may vreside and asking that such  county  be

closed to hunting for a period the Board of Game Com-
missioners shall forward to said petitioners and others a
blank form setting fortlk such questions as they may

consider Dlest suited to determine the quantity of game and

‘game conditions in the county in question and the mneces-

sity for closing said county to hunting which said forms

“r .

with replies to entitle  such answer to consideration Dbefore

said  Board. of Game Commissioners shall  have attached

the mame address and resident  hunter’s license

number the previous

for year of each signer  to the
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~0'rig mal 7 petltlon and shall be returné(l to said Board on

or Defore the return day as fixed upon  said  forms

Smh petltlonex% ~shall also publish for at least three con-

"4 gecutive weeks - at  their own expemse in  at.  least two

in

pmnunent ne\\spapexs in the (‘:'ou‘nt’y‘ to Dbe closed and
| atlea‘%t one s)mtbmen‘s nfiﬁiiv/,ine-l )ilﬁlishe(l within the
Common\\ealth ~ the statement that such  petition  has  been
ﬁled ',."\\?i‘th, its plil;liose and  the return day i‘pv informa-

9 tion -as fixed by the  Board of Game Commtissioners and
~shall file with said board duly certified copies of such
 noticés as published in each newspaper on or before said

return day If the written answers as returned shall fail

to satisfy  said  Board of Game Commissioners that such

closed season is necessary or those opposing such action

hiear-

[ 4

5 - gﬁa]l‘ (léimii{d a hearing before said Dboard then .'\
mg shall Lbe had wupon such date and at such place

C AT | ..’\.\"ithin “the county to De affected  as may be decided upon
h l)\ﬂw said  Doard of Game Conunissioners‘ the expense

of such Thearing to be paid Dby those demanding the

same If after the receipt of the written answers  or the

public  hearing or Dboth the TRoard of Game Commissioners

shall be satisfied such - closed season is  necessary to in-
sure the Dbetter protection of elk and deer squirrels of

all  kinds and  wild-turkeys and rufféd-grouse and quail

and  ring-necked . pheasants and Hungarian quail found in

a wild state and their consequent increase in said county

they are - herewith empowered and directed to declare a

_ ] _ / .
closed season not to exceed five years for elk and deer

2 _H P 992




1 and | wild-tu'i'key»s and i*ufféd-éfdi}s.é ‘and  quail  and  ring:
2 necked pheasants and "Hﬁngérién ) quall | or either ~of them ,
x: ‘f'(')u“i;d_ in a Wil"d.f. ,stat_e_ within j said -count-’y- N
4 The Bowmd of Game. Commissioners ~to ° make such
{/f')clo‘sed\ season eﬁectlve and ) 'bi:nding shall be required to -
‘.§§5‘?£§l§"6"'5-"‘1)'11b1is11\.¢}:\ “annually ; their decision .and action regarding this
| 7 matter mwadt léasf' -"’tlir"ee: A'i_i»e‘é_wzs'pai-)érs if there e thaf
8 nm_n_)f Cin ehéh "cmmt‘yf aftected | thereby and in at least
9 one 's:p’bﬁrtsnién"s' "li_na’ azine  published 'I\\;'ithi-iy “the  Common-

10 wealth and to have 'notices of such ruling declaring such

1 county | éldé»ed» to Tunting pfinted ~and aix_mmlly distributed
12 in | réaSonable’-. nﬁmhers ﬂﬁq{;é]\ou‘t_ the affected territory

| Tach and everyl pél"sdi} violating ‘miy of the provisions
14 of  such ruling made '_iby" »’t'.he Board of  Game Commis-
15 sidiféifs Cunder  the | 1’*0q’uiféiﬁenfs of this aet shall be liable
16 o a pena]i':y'-‘ of 'iihil.'CO “hundred  dollars  for each elk and
17 _:t".w;o hundred dollars for each deer - and twenty-five  dollars

18 for each sguitrel or ‘Dird taken killed wounded or at-
19 tempted to be taken killed or “wounded wupon said closed

20 territory




