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LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA.
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INTRODUODD BY MR J A WALKER MARCH 17 1919

.-;

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MDANS
MARCH 19, 1919. :

AN ACT

prox_'ide fq‘r the licensing and .1'egtllait.ion of pi}bli(t
dance halls and  Dall rooms and: for the regulatio_ﬁ
supe'rviSioﬁ of public dances and Dballs in cities of
the first second and third classes |
Section 1 Be it enacted bJ the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatwes of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly -
met and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same That
this "_z’\ct shall apply to all cities of the first second
and third - classes within this  Commonwealth | |
Section 2 The “tern “public  dance” or “public  Dball”
as used in this act shall e  taken to include any
~dance or ball conducted in connection with instruction in
dancing for hire and any dance or Dball to 'which ad-

\ -mission may be had by the payment of a fee or by
-+ the purchase possession or presentation of a  ticket or
“ry token or in conmection , with  which a charge is made

.o for ‘caring for clothing or other property and any dance
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thls shall be taken to 1nclude : i\nv 1'00m place or

,.,mg gwen | _oi'-“",’hii'e o T

.‘_\\flthout havmg first obtained a permlt therefor from the
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ball whlch | pubhc generally may gam jaq‘lﬁiéfw

,_.f.-‘~_:is10n w;lth W1thout the payment f f;a | fee_

Th term “dance hall” ‘ 61,‘ i“‘ball‘ _1‘001115’ as _-nsed in

t

-,_»flspace m Wthh  ___:, pubhc ddnce dr pubhc ball v'aé; herem _
lf,deﬁned shall be held and 'my ‘ roe_m- h‘_a‘ll '01' academy _"‘»in

vhxch classes dancmg are held and - instruction . in- dane-

e

Sectlon 3 From and after the  first day 'ef ,'Jnn’e’»"

_"_one'»_'-r»’"thotiSand - nine: hundred and . nineteen 1o person per |
'sons society club  or  corporation shall hold a pubhc,
- dance :‘or pnblic ball within the limits of - any city of

13 the ﬁrs’t S'ec‘end or _i;hird»f class  within this Com'nl'(‘)‘"nweal_th."‘

mayor thereof pr()vuled however such~ penmt s]fall “not be

\

iif 'requlred for dances  held and conducted by regularly
'17;'~3estabhshed instructors in dancing in connection with such’
18-

19 -

mstructlon |

.The fée for such permit Which" - shall -be paid at the

t(time"’ '-of ‘t'hev issuing thereof shall le  one dollar  for

ach publlc ~dance or Dall
Sectlon 4 From and after the first day of June
one .thousand nine hundred and nineteen it shall be un-

lawful to hold or conduet any public dance_ or public

ball or to hold or conduct .classes in dancing or to

give instructions' in dancing for lhire in iy - hall ball

room or academy within the limits of any city of ‘the

first second - and third class within this Commonwealth -




1 less the dance hall .1‘ | ,ba.u’ 'l:ov"ilml | _01"-- academy m \Vhiéh

{1'2 the ame may be held tsh“a';l_;'l have been duly licensed -for
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3 such purpose

Apphcatlon f01such -lieel'fsfe i shall : be m_ade )
1’1‘01’1‘let01' “of such dance ‘hall or Dall room or academy
to th mayor g WhO __ hereby ahtho'rri'zedm to- issﬁe the

same

N | The f payable for cach  such license grér@ted here-
undel Sh‘l]l be as follows‘ | |

T th'e"._ case of dance ~ halls maintained and conducted

in connechon \Vlth regularly established instruction in danc-

mg [ and e’{cluslvely used in such conmection the annual
llcellse fee' shiall be ten dollars

In the 'éas'e}v’ of all other dance halls and ball rooms

7 '1’5-“ the annual license fee shall be fifteen dollars

18

"Fach license  granted  hereunder shall  expire on the

17 fiest day of June of ~each year

‘The fee payable for each license granted hereunder

19 shall be for ‘the whole or any portion of a calendar

20

24

25

2

vear and all moneys vreceived by Wway -of license fees

21 lereunder  shall be pai(h into the general fund of the

Every licensed public dance  hall or ball  room or

academy shall. post its license in- a  conspicuous  place.

within the hall where the dance is held

Seetion b5 It shall be the 'duty of the mayor to

‘97 cause an 111vest1g‘1t10n of all applications- for public = dance
~ o8 hall or b‘ﬂl room llcenses to determine whether or not

99 the _‘ “'da'nce‘ “hall * ball room or academy sought to be
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hcenéed Jcomphés | mth the 1ules | ’»-}»regiilvatio:ié ":,o.l'cT;l'vi‘nances and
'laws, apphcable | thereto am_l.“,;‘: n makmg such "ixwestigati'o»n B
‘he -, »sbavll *_When“-fdesme(l .haﬂiz‘e’ o the ‘_'aiy'séifsit:’émce of ahy_' ~ de-
Il)ar{ime"n-t‘- of | th gévernment of the _"éit)? - ‘
'-Sec"ti(')ii 6 No hcﬁéhse | tor , -‘.: " ,_}publ.,ic dance _ hall  or
ball room o academy shall be ‘iissuéd llinti-l it shall be
"zisc_’ertai_ﬁed that thé» | plac'e foi' which it is issued com-
plile's‘ \v1th and '-confoi'iﬁs 'tp ©all laws ordinances health

»m'ld fire regulatlons 'aleic"éiblé ‘thereto and is a safe and

proper place for the purpose for which it shall Dbe used
propérIy | ventilated and supphed with  sufficient. {oilet con-
Veniencés |

Section 7 The license df | fmy public dance hall ov
ball room }01' academy may Dbe forfeited or revoked by
the- mayor for disorderly or  immoral conduct on  the
premises or upon proof that the dance hall  ball room
or academy was frequented by disorderly or immoral per-

’

sons or for the violation of any of the rules regula-

tions ordinances and - laws governing or applying to public

dan_cé ‘hall ball rooms or academies or public dances  TIf
at any time the license of ~a  public dance hall l)ﬁll
room Or flcademy éhall be forfeited or revoked at least
threé months shal_l elapse before another licellse, or permit
sh“all be _gll':cinte’d f01: -»(lancing- on the same premises
Section 8 vAlI | 1)1iblic ‘dance hall or Dball rooms or
academies shall be kept at all times in a clean health-
ful and- sa_nitarsr conditioﬁi and all s.tairways and other

passages -and all i'ooms' connected with public dance hall
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1 ball room . or academy shall be  kept open and well

lighted - . -7
‘Section 9 All public damce halls  ball rooms and
"""aéademieé | _shall- be Subjéc”t - to inSbection’ by  ;the pdl,i'ce_

"""“('lepartmént ‘o'fn ’f’h'e- ‘c_itj' at ail‘ reasoiiable _ 'ti‘ine/s  and W-h‘eh-'

6 ever they are open for dancing instruction in dancing or

for any "oth‘er | purpose .; |

Any .po'li‘cey_l 6ﬁice1f shall havé, thé - poi\;ei' to é'z\ms’e “the
place hall o_i' -yoom  here any public dance or ball is
given to be vaﬁateti .iyrhé;ievé1' any p.rovis‘ion_ of any law
~-or ordinance with régard to public ~dances . and public
~ balls is  being Viqlated‘ or whenever. any indecent act shall
be committed or when any disorder of a gross violent
or 'vul'ga"r' character shall take place . therein

Sgctimi 10 It shall be wunlawful after nine o’clock
post meridian to‘ permit any | person to attend or take
part ‘in  any public dance who has not vreached the age
of sixteen years
Section 11 All  public dances shall be  discontinued
~and all public dance halls shall be ~closed on or Dbefore
the hour of one oclock ante meridian provided however
‘that upon the application of a Dbona fide organization or
.Society and upon an investigation by the proper authority
the mayor may grant such organization or soéiety a per-
mit to continue’ a dance untﬂ two o’clock ante meridian

Sgcﬁon 12 Any person persons society club or corporation
who shall violate the provisiims of :chis' act shall be subject to
a penalty of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars to be -recm‘r'ered with
costs as debts of like amount are now by law recoverable
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