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-LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA. - . -

FILE OF THE HOUSE. OF REPRESENTATlVES. 

No.·· Session of 
1919. 

INTnOnuCED BY MR; SIMPSON, ~IA.ROH 24:, 1919. 
- - -

RI~l4'ERI?ED TO COl\I~IITTEE ON-. APPROPRIATIONS, -
~IARCII 25, 1919. 

AN ACT 

\_ 

'l'o provide for the selectio11 of a site a11d the erection ' 

of buildings for n State psychopathic hospital to be 

urecte<l "'ust. of the .t\llegl1en)r i\Iountains and to be 

lo1o"'n ns the '''ester11 Penn'sylva11ia State Ps)Tchopathic, 
I 

- I 

l lospitnl - providing for the n1a11agen1ent - 'of the same 

nntl 1nakiug a11 appropriation for the purchase of 

said site . a11cl the preparation of plans · for the co11-

str11ctio11 of buildi11gs for the said hospital 

1 Section 1 Be it enacted by the - Senate ancl House of Repre .. 

2 sentatives of the Oomnion1vealtli of l'ennsylva~iti in General Assembly 
.. 

3 niet a,1i<l it is he,.cby enacted by the· a1ttllority of the same That 

4 hi1111ediately· after the passage of t11is act the Gover11or 

5 shall ap})Oint a board "rhich shall consist of 
\ 

• nme •t• Cl l· -

6 zens ·of Penusy~va11ia · and '"hich shall be kno:wn as tlle 

7 Board of Tr11stees of the 
. - - \ 

8 PsJrcho1>athic Hos1lital The 

\9 corporate uucler said name 

Western 
- -

said board shall 

and title and shall 

State 

body 

• organize 

- ~ .,,...._. 
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·-1 'vithin thirty <lays ·.after ·its appointment · by the election 

·2 from· .its · nienibers , o·f · _'.a_.·:. chairman :~ c.!\nd > ·.a' ~;:_ treasu~er The 
-

3 ·•-members­. . .·. . l r- .. shall 
. ' . 

receive· . no . compensation ---for · thei~,·~-· services -
. . ' -_ ~' - . ' ~- . . . -~ 

· 4_ . but: .· shall " b~ · allowed · exp~iise~ _ a'.Ctmilly , · and•·· n~ceSsarily in-
. ~ - .". ; 

5 cftrred' in - the ·performa11ce . of the duties . herem prescribed· 
. . 

G It· shall·· b'e · -the <ll.lty·-_. ·of- the_ -Board ·of · Trl1stees to sel-
. 

7 ect · -and· . Jlnrchase - a site - i11 . the · 'vestern . part of Penn· 

8 ·,~ylva11ia · 11nless i11 the judgment of the 
j 

said board · the · 

9 said 11ospital · shcn1l<l be locate(l 011 lands already o'vned 
( ·. 

10 by tl1e State of· Peii11sylva11ia or unless a site satis-

1-:r factorJT to the sai<l board shall be · donated to tlie Com-

12 mon,vealtl1 for that purpose The Board of shall 
' 

Trustees 

13 also cause to be prepared plans a11d specifications for the · 

14 said hospital of such nature that the entire cost of the 

15 · site · and buildings to be erected thereon together with 

16 t11e ,_ eq11ipme11t of saicl hospital shall not exceed t'vo, hun-

17 dred -a11d seYenty-five thousand ($275,000.00) dollars 

18 'Vhen the site so selected and the cost thereof shall 

19 be approved by the Board of Public Charities and the 

20 title _ to such land shall be approved by the Attorney 

21 Ge11eral said shall be purchased • 
lil fee land by the 

-
22 Boa1·cl of T11ustees in the name of Commonwealth · 

-· 

23 u11less the said. land shall be, already owned · py the 

State of Pennsylvania or the same shall be donatecl thereto 

25 The plans and specificatio11s shall provide for build· 

26 i11gs so constructed as : to provide for the accommodation 

27 of at least one hundred patients and shall be approved 

28 b~' the Board of _ Pttblic Charities · · Additional buildings 

29 inay be erected from time to time as the needs of - the .. 

' ·,_·. 
. . . 
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1 in-stiti1tio11 shali · · reqi1ire -- . d' an as -t11e _General Assembly --shall 
- . 

' - . 
~ 

_-.. - ' - - .. ' ' -

2 appropr1at~ 
. -

.for - their - co11sti'ucti6n --fu11ds 

-~- 'Vhen - the plans - and _ _. .; --, Slleciftcat~OU.S 
, ~ . .::._-..... 

l1ave 
' . 

4· by_ the __ Board · ·of Trustees _ a11d · approved 

been 

.by_- the 

adopted 

Board 
- -

5 of _ P11blic Charities -no - change - i~erein -_shall 'be·~-- made_ tu1-· 
- ' . - ... , . . . 

. -· -

6 less on the express 'vri tte11 recomme11<latio11 · of - the Board 

1 . of Tr11stees - _ approved 'by the Board of Pttblic Charities 

8- Section 2 !11 tl1e 
, ' , :- " ~ . : . ·{~' . .-

co 11s tr11 ct1 on of said buildings or -the _ 
. ' . 

-_ 9 ,- ·improvement - of the saicl -site 110 contract - involving a11 
. 

10 expenditure of more than 
• t one thousand -($1,0-0'<l.OO) dollars" 

11 ' shall - be made unless the same be dltly - advertised and 

12 

13 

14 

bids thereon - i•eceived All contracts 

the Board of Trustees 

shall- ·be 

Section - 3 A superintendent -of construction - · for the 

15 building of said "\Veste11n Pe11nsylvania . State Psychopathic 

16 Hospital may be· appointed_ by the Board . of Trustees and 

17 the said . board may -employ such othe1· persons as it 

18 1nny deem necessary to secure the speedy and economical 

19 co11str11ctio11 of the said hospital • equip· -and provide the 

20 1ne11t therefor The - compensation of all such 
• persons em-

. ' 

21 -_ ployed 011 appointed by the said board shall be 1L~ed 

22 hy tl1e board 

23 Sectio11 4 U11on the exec11tion of any contract the 

24 llonr<l of 'rrustees shall furnish to the Auditor Ge11eral 

25 ccrtif\c{l • copies thereof 

26 Section 5 1\.ll c·o11tracts for the equipn1e11t of - said 
- . 

27 buildings s11ull he e11tered into _ only after _competitive bid~ 

28 cling und upo11 tl1e co11tractor executi11g _ a bond to the 

29 Commo11,vealtl1 of - Pe1111sylva11ia • m a11 amo1mt _ and with 
~-

I 

:?>:~ ' 

~;b~~i;~=~-~;~~E:~·:.v· -
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1 - -~urety -or sureties to - -be · . RJ>proved by_ -- the - Board of 

2 Tr11stees - conditio11ed fo1~ the - ·faithful \ performance of the 
- ; 

3 terms - of the .- contract 
. . 

·sectio11 _ 6. All -,~payments made on accom1t of· the pur-

- 5 cha-se.· of · la11cl or ·011 account of -any contract for the 

6 erectio11·· of su.id bt1il(li11gs shall be by 'val'rants clra,v11 1Jy 

7 ~ the A11clito1' General 011 the · State · Treast1rer · bl1t no war-· 
.. 

8 . ra11t shall be drn,v11 · 11ntil the Board of Trustees shall 

9 have certified . to the Auditor General in 'vriting that the 

-lo Ia11(I pltrchnsecl co1nplie~ _ 'vith tl1e req11ireme11ts· - of this act 
. 

·r1 a11d that tile terms of the co11tract have been com11Iied 

-. 
IS that · the . "\\'Ork for payment to be 

t3 inade by the '"nrrnnt ]1as been a I>Jlrovecl a11cl accepte<l 

14 by the fioar<l Payments shall be made for expenses • n1a1n-

15 tena11ce or a11~' otl1e1' pnr11ose by 'varrants dra,vn b~r the 

16 Board of Trustees 

17 Section--~ 7 To provide for the purchase of said site 

18 a11cl for the 11re1Jaratio11 of plans for ·the buildings to 

19 be erect ea thereo11 a11cl for necessary costs and expenses 

20 i11cident thereto the sum of twenty-five thot1sancl ($25,000.00) 

21 (lollars or so 1ul1clt t11ereof ns may be necessary • IS 

. -
22 hereh)1 specifically ap1>ropriated 

23 Sectio't1 8 Whe11 the said buildi11gs shall be s11fficie11tly .. 

24 ' completed nncl furnished to acco1111nodate fifty i11mates the 

25 Board of Trustees sl1nll certify that fact to tl1e Gov_. 
• 

26 er11or 'vlio sl1nll tl1ereu11011 reappoint all or _any of the 

27 i11embei1s of the lloarcl of Trustees or appoint ne'v mem-

28 hers thereof as he may see fit reappointing or appoi11t-

29 ing tb1~ee men1bers for the term of three years three 

\ 

&t i~~l>;)~. '·' .~~--~~{t'_,,' . __ , 
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- 1 ·for- the_,, term -of two years and three for the te1'm of 

2. one - year Thereafter -. the Governor shall annually·- appoi11t 
( . 

· 3 - three-- -per~o11s to fill -- the • -vacancies occurring by the -ex· 
-

· 4 piration of - the term of members and shall -fill by - -a1> .. 

~~;,"L, : ~::~:~:::: ::: ::er w:::ancies that may . occur for any 
1~t > ' - '-_ ,- • - :0 "-

7 Sectio1i 9 Immediately - after the appointment or reap-
'" . ' -. ~· •, 

·: -

-8 poi11tme11t _ of the members of the ~ Board· of Trustees as· 

9 -providecl in section eight of this act and a~ually there-

10 after the said board _ shall elect from its members a 

~'b- _ -11·-. president -and -a treasurer The said 
~S:--s:· 

board - shall have 

~~-~;-,,- ·· 12 1lo\ver to make all necessary rules and regulations not 

~l> 

' 

13 contrary to 

14 'vealth for 

15 ftcers and 

-
the Cons ti tu tion 

the· · gQvernment 

employes thereof 

and laws of this Common· 

of said hospital and the of· · 

and for the maintenance care 

16 a11cl treatment of the patients admitted thereto 

17 10 The said hospital ~iay institti-• receive for Section 

18 tio11al care observutio11 and -diagnosis any person sl1fferi11g 

19 or appearing to suffer from 11ervous or mental disorders 

20 a11<l shall provide short i11tensive treatment of ac11te and 

21 curable me11tal or ne1·vous co11clitions Said hospital shall 

22 n1ake adeq11ate • • prov1s1on of rooms and equipment for the 

n 23 e~ami11atio11 and tl'eatment of its patients and the investi-

24 gatio11 accordi11g to t11e best sc'ie11tific methods of the na-

· ·_ 25 ture 1·esults · and preventions 
I 

nervous of mental 
. 

causes and 

26 disorders an<l allied conditio11s \vith a vie'v to I I mcreas1ng 

27 I<no,vledge and improvi11g methocls of· treatment - and pre· 

ventio11 of SllClL disorclers a11cl co11di tions 

2-H P l.041 
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The -admission _ -of pati~nts to said hospital 
. . -. . . .· - . 

,-2 n11d their· ·care a11d ' support·._ the11e111' shall' be·. governed -·by 
. . ,-: ' ' ' . 

. -, 

:3 -the la,vs applicable to . _the_ admissio11 care -_and support of ,_ 
': 

4 1>a tie11ts • iit - the-_·. State· · Hos pi ta ls "- for the Insane - , . ' 
5 Section' · · 12 

~ 

The. - Board· - of - ·Trustees shall appoiri~ - a 
. . , 

. 6 ·• Sltperit1tende:nl . Of said'_ hospital -'vho shall - be a registered 
_, ,. .. 

·7 p~ysicia11 trained iri the care and treatment of patients 
: ' 

8 · st1ff e1•i11g from mental · and ne11vol1s diseases and shall have 
' 

9 11ad --a.t least five years~ experience in such care and . 
·-

10 ti'eatinent Said . superinte11dent shall serve 

11 ltre of · said board 'vith such po,vers 

12 f erred upon him by . said board Said 

13 a1>poi11t such assistant physicia11s and 

14 e1nployes. as 
. . 

their judgment be • may • _in 

15 proper maintena11ce and gover11ment of 

16 may· remove the same from time to 

17 a11d shall · fix the 

18 officers and employes 

compensation of 

dqring the pleas· 

as may \ · be con-

board shall also 

other officers and 

necessary for the •. 

said hospital . and 

time at pleasure 

said super in ten dent 

19 Section 13 The expense of maiI1taining the 

of 

WeRtern 

20 Pen11sylva11ia State Ps~rchopathic _ Hospital _ a11d the • mam· 

21 te11ance care ·and treatment of the patients therein shall 

22 be paid by approp1'iations to be made by the General 

23 Assembly fron1 time to ti~e . except so .m11ch of the cost 

24 of the maintenance care and treatment of 

25 shall be 
\I, 

defrayed by the patients or their 

26 . tives or legal gua1~dians under the.· .. 
--- -- PE_~JISIOllS 

relative to ·the payment of the. cost of 

patients as 

parents reJa .. 

of existing 

the mainten-

28 ance and treatment • 
111 hospitals care fo1· the _ insane ex-

29 cept so much of said <~ost as may· be defrayed by 

; 

. ~·· 

.. 
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.l gifts· ... or donations 
·-

to . . said .. hospital .· or • income from · the 

2 of . · · such · gifts · · or donations 
.' ' -::_...__, . -.. .. 

Section · · ··· 14 The Board of· . 'l'r11stees· immediately· after . 
~J. : .. "'I.' " 

;~\_-- .; 

~-~~;"~.~~':'~. 

~ 

4: the thirty-fi11st day. of 
- : ~-

.. 

. ··-Pub.lie of 5 to the Boarcl 
-

G l'eceived and·· . clischarged 

May ' Ill each year shall ~·eport 

of patients · 
.. 

Oharities .the n11mber 

d11ri11g __ . the year ended on snid 

7 · <late and·· ·the results of t11eatment with such other inf or· 

8 111ation as ,_ may be -. reqltired or seem desirable · The said 
. . ·--

9 Board of Trustees ·shall at all times be subject to the 

10 i 111les a11d regulatio_ns of the State Board of Public Chari· 

ff ties for the supervi~ion and control of the State. Hos-

12 pital~ for the Insane 

' 

' 
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