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REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ~o'N\JUDICIARY ;GENERAL, 

'i 

APRIL 2, 191~. -

AN ACT 
I>roviding a method of establishing title to lan·d acquired 

at a sale for - unpaid taxes or municipal clahu.M 

and confirming and validating titles to real estate 

undei· proceedings had pursuant . to the . . - ~ prov1s1ons of· 

the act of assembly approved the fourth day of" 
. 

June · one thousand· · nine h11ndred and fifteen (Pamphiet 

La\vs ·eight hundred and forty-t,vo) eµfitled "An act 

_p_rovicling~· a method of establishing title to land ac-

q11ired at a sale for 11n1>aid taxes or m11nicipal 

claims" or the act of assembly_ ap1lrovec1 the eight-

eentl1 clay one thousand • nine hundred and 

seve11teen (Pa1nphlet Laws one thousancl seventy~t,vo) 

entitled "An act providing a 1neth6cl of establishing 
.-

title to · land acquired at a sale for 11npaicl taxes" 
. l 

· 1 Section 1 Be it enacte(l by the l~enate a1id House of Repr-e--· 
.. 

· 2 sentatives of the Oomtnon1vealth of .Pennsylvania i1i General Assembly 

3 met atid it is h_ereby ·enacted by. the autltotity of tlie same That 

4: · in all cases where land has been he.retof ore sold or-

t~~l;~i~~·_-:,_0:--- - ' . -
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1 - shai 1 bei•entte1· . ue the . ~lieri tr 011 tlaini:-; for Ull· 

·2 ,· paicl. ·.taxes .. 01' _. illl~Iiicipal claJ1us under tiny act or acts 
' 

·assembly· the pui·chuser • 
·lll ti inuuici1»nlity 

~~;t.~ ~ 

~it··· 
~, ..... ; · .. ' 
~~i-;··.i·~·.1'_ ·- .. -.- . 

4: case· -- it · · be . the pu.rchnser) at S\ich • snle or his 01· its 
•. 

5 successor I 

lll title · 1nay. 1>rese11t his 'or - its petition . u11der 

6 oath. to the· court · of com1no11 pl ens of -tl1e cou11ty 

7~ \\'herein. ·the la11d is situate setting forth (n) 'l'he loca-

.. 8 tion · of the lands by 1netes 
~ 

itnd bounds or if it . be 
·. 

-~? .· 
~.,, .. · . 
~~:;::::·-'-. 

l~(.· 

·-
1} \ 

Ill a recorded }lla11 of lots· the plan 11un1her of the 

:10 .lot 

:11 

and the place tif record of the Illn11 (b) the 

names of the for1ner O'VllCl'S reputed O\Vllel'S persons • 
Ill 

~:;-..:· ..... _. 

• possession - or any ... other verHoll ha,. i Ill-{ or clai1ni11g - to 

f3 have a .. right to httel·est. in 01· <·lnitn against snid lanil 

14 if a11y .... there nnd. ( c) t11at u11011 diligent • • 111qu1ry 

15 perso11 has been found '"Ito has or clain1s to have any 

16 right. title or intere$t in or cl a itu against. said Janel 

17 unless it be those uan1ecl in. '\- the petitio11 'rhereupon a 

18 rnle shall \Je granted upon the 11erso11s 1utn1ed in the peti-. 

19 tion antl generally upon all other persons not iuttned • 
Ill 

20 the 11etitio1t "'ho haYc or <·laitn to have nny .. right title 

21 01' i11terest • 
Ill or elahn against said land to a1>1>ear 'vit.h-

22 • 
111 sixty ... davs .. f1·01n of the rule aud shO\V cause 

23 "'hY the title. of the petitioner to saicl laucl should not 
• 

:24 be a<ljudicate<l and decreed · val id and indefeasible as 
-

:25 against all rights or clni1ns 'vhutsoever 'l'he rlile n1ay he · 

:26 inade . retur11a ble to such tern1 or return <lay us may be 

· 27 fixed by· the cou1·t and shall be ente1;ed of recorcl • 
Ill 

28 the a 1>i1eara11ce docket· of said court ancl _ dnl)' indexed 
• 

29 therein and . also in tlie ej~ct1nent index of snicl court 

;:;• .' . '' ·~ . 
:: \,;;.,;-. - ' , . - -

~~7J£~i~i~<~&:.=_.:-. i ~ 
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As to persons domicilecl tl1c . __ cou11t)r .·. -tlte - rule shall 
. . . ' 

ai1d . i•etu-rnell us., 'vrits of 
--~ ~·_and retur11ecl to those 

-
clo ·_ itot have 

•· 
· 4 -: thei1· · <lo111icile COUil ty . 111 'vithi11 · the 'vhicl1 t11e -- rule • lS 

. r· 

5 ·_ i~sued 01' . those '"'hose <101nic}le · is otttside· the State· the 
' , 

-.- 4 

he ,.·- ser\,ell' a and atteste(l n1aili1~g by llUlJ' 

7 - copy of -:- the petitio11 Hll(l rule by 'registe1·e<l letter to 

t1ieir - Inst if address any .. or -8 

9 I11 addition thereto . the court.· shall dii·ect that notic~ 

10 H ne\Yspn per of ge11eral -circula-• 
Ill oi\e 

·- '· 

11 • 
JS -the , lan<l sittutte t-iou • 

11\ the countv •· he 
I 

given 

12 
., 

}letition - to i1a1ne<l including • 
Ill tltose tl1e to.. all i1erso11s 

H}lpe,ar Oll or before the return day of tlte rule 

L-! cat1se the title or 
15 he· 

. 
adju<l ica tcd (fee reed nn<l 

... 

the 

valid 

pef it iouer should 

a11cl iudefeasihlc 

not· 

I' . I ' •'\ 

.16 against all rights ·or elahns '"l1atsoever 'J'he nclvert-h;c1nen t 

17 shall he 111a<le at least the· re tu i-u <la, .. 
• 

'• 

18 the said rule 

19 Section 2 In "· case 110 person or · persons shall app(~ar 

20 ,,~ithin the t iuie stipulated her·e.i 11 before • 
lll ease he or 

21 sha!l appear and <loes 11ot 111ake UllS\Vel' to said rule 

fifteen · davs 
L 

after appearance the court shall n1ake 

2:J t11t; i·nle ahsolutl~ ns to . all 11ersons " .. 110 clo not ap11ear 

24 or ans,ver as t11e case u1ay he Thereafter all rigl1ts and 

25 elnhns of those against • 
IS n1ade absolute \\

7 }10111 the rule 

::;::~ -~-26 "~i tl1 respect to said la11cl ·shall be totally barred an<l 
:;; . .- . 

:: . . · 27 an~y (leficie11cy or defects 'vl1atever i11 the procellt1re where-
,. 

28 by the la11d 'vas acquir~tl at sheriff's sale as aforesaid 

29 from the filing , of tl:e · elaims up to and lnclticling the 

. - .. . 

·. ~. ~ i.-~~ ~~~::_-;~f-1L~ ;..~ -"'· .. ~ -~:·.~.:~~-~:~:j .. ~~~-: .. ..; 
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! actual --:sale-- ':and:.- 'de_liv~:ry --of . sheriff's' -• cieecl - sh"a11 - . not there~ ~ 
- ~ - 2 -';-, ._:-·_·-_- - - - ,-, : -- -

' . ' .: '. after . -be . :: . asse1·ted • and the - title --- ·- of .- -the - · -p~titione1~ sball be 
. - -

. . . ~· - :~ -. - - ' -. : ' . ~ - ~}· . ~ ·. . -

decreecl - valid - and __ - indefeasible as against 

_ 4 --a1i ··-_such ·}lersons -·· i£ -.any _ 11erson or _pe-rsons ··sliai1 . ap1lcil11 

··~ - /-

-_ 5 and -- make ·---aiis,ver .to said -petition· _ the ~ -co\111 t shall _ tJiere-
- ' - , 

- -- _,,,; ... 

g - upon order ' _.and - .decree that _ -such -person or -persons _, shall 

. 7 begin · pro~eedings to establish his - or their -title- -~ or • lll· 
- -

~s _terest. in or~. claim - against - said-,_ land \Vi thin 11inety --days 
'-_ 

9 - _'thereafter· and._ If such -- person or i1ersons shall fail to 
, 

10_ comply 'vith said order -01' decree the COUl't . shall there· 

, fl upt'n ·-make -· the rule -a bsol11tc 'vi th 

:f2. effort as he1•eiilbefore stated 

{8 Section 3 The court may 

-14 further I 

lll the decr~s orders or 
• 

15 deem necessary or }lroper ' 

the same force .. and 

such·---, other - . 
make or 

• premises as it may 

' . ' 
16 Section 4 The -· remedy herein provided is not hit.ended 

17 as.. an exclusive n1ethod of establish\ng title to lund ac-

18 quired at a sheriff's sale on a tax clain1 or 1nu11ici{)aJ 

19 claim· 

20 5 ~The 
I I 

prov1s1ons of _ this Section shall llOt afl'ect act 

21, the right of redemption as no'v provided by la'Y 

22 - : Section 6 That 'vherever proceedings shall have been 

23 beret of 011e · ha cl I 

111 any court of common JJleas of this •-

24 Commofi"realth_ foil t.l1e establishing of title to lands 1n1r-

25 -suant to I I prov1s1ons of either the of assen1b1v I. the act 

26 approved -. the fo11rth one tho11sancl nine hun-of ,June day 
I 

27 _dred and fifteen (Pamphlet La"1s eight h11ndred and fo1'ty-
. 

2S t'vo) entitled "An act providing a method of establishing 
.. 

29 title to land acquired at a sale for unpaid taxes or 
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1 ° m11nicipal clafll1s" or of - - the : .. act.-: of ass-eri1b~y -_allPI~_oved -the 

day of .July ·one - th()\lsand· -~ -nine l1unclred -;• ·'ancl · 
,_. -. 

·seventeen (Pam1>hlet - -Laws -- one - - iho11sa1-1d 
-

4 titled "An -act pr~viding a , method of - -establishin_g-- --: title 

IS - to land acqui1~ed -- at a sale for u:npa_icl -taxes". -and -notice- -

:....._,' . 

- -

-6 has- ~n given -according - to - the terms of said - acts - :- of 
-. 

_ 7 a rule to _ ap1>ear and - sho.W ca11se w_hy the title 
--

of the 
---

- - 8 pefitioner should 11ot - be adjudicated decreed valid an<l --
- ' 

9 indefeasible and - a decree has been eii tercel making saill 

10 rule absolute or decreeing that said title be valid ati<l 

11 - indefeasible said decree shall valid -_and effectual to 

12. bar all right and claims of those against sai<l 

13 rule is . 1nade absolute \\ith respect to said .la11ds and 
I 

-14 any deficiency or defects whatever in the proced\1re where .. 

15 by the land was acquired at sheriff's - sale as - afore~aid 

16 from the filing of the clain1 up to ~nd , inclttding the 

~~;\· , _ 17 act11al -sale and delivery of tl1e sheriff's · deeil shall not 
c..f'~: ~ -
!'.;.-· 

~[:.~> 18 thereafter be asserted notwithstanding the fact that said 
~ ~-~- ' 

19 sl1eriff's sale may have taken -place after the passage of 

20 either of said acts of assembly 

21 Section 7 All- acts or i1arts 
'-' 

of acts inconsistent with 

22 the • • 
pro~1s1ons of this aet nre hereby • 

2-H- R 1227 f 

\ 

.-


