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Report of the Committee of Conference 
on Senate Bill No. 486 

'fo tl1e :Members of tho Sona to find llouw of lfoprt'5l'ntath·l's: 

We, the uudorsigucd, Cotnmittco of Conforcucc on the part of the 

&n&.te and Houso of HcprcsentRtiH•tt for the purpose of consi<ll'riu~ 

Senate mn .No. 48U, cntitlc<l 0 An llcl lllllCllding the :td of .June 25, 1947 

(1>. L. 1145), entitled, ns :m1ri11<lrd, 'An lh.~t l•mpowcring cities of the 

second class, citirs of tlw ~l'('On<l dut's .A, l'itics of tl1c third cJass, bor-

oughs, towns, towmhip~ of tlw lir.;t l'lntt:\, lown:o:l1ips of tlw second class1 

school dish·icts of tlw sccoml t•}us~, :11•JwoJ dii:.tricrs of tlw 1hirJ dass am] 

school districts of the fourth dasi\ to lovy, fl~l'C8S and l'oHcct, or to vro-

Yide for the IC\ying, ll&."'''8smc11t llllll l•ollNtion of cNtain additional taxes. 

subject to maximum 1imitatio11.s for gC'llC'ral revC'mtc purposes; * * * / 

placing a limitation on flat ratu oceupation prh·ilC'ge taxes levied by any-

political subdivision and prescribh1g the cofTcctivc date of taxes lc,·ic1l for-

the first time by any po1itical subdivision limiting appeals by taxpayers 

to such .first tax levies." 
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Hes p<!c t fully submit the- fo'llilwing- hili a~ out· rq1ort: 
t .. ' ' 
t.' 

•• _ ..... 'j 

\VILT.I.AM J. LANE, -

JOUN }[.. DEVLlN, 

cu:onuI<: B. STEVENSON 

.. -. ~.f:J"_ .. .,.. -~,;. 

•.J ... ,. ..,. • ................. ~· 
- •• , 11-: 

_(C.(,)~ittee pu the part (l/ th~ ~~uate.) 
I • •. '. • - 0 0 o • ' • ~ .. ' • ' ' 

lUCIIAHD L. ADAMS, 
.... ' > . "; • ): .. : • ~ ' ... '. . ;, ':_ ' . 

JULIA~ POLASKI, 
. ~ • ' . • . : t ~ .• 

D1\NIBL F. McDEVITT, 

(Committee on the part of the House of ltepreacnt~tives.) 
• • - . i •• ... 

,, . ... ! 

.. ·~ ' . 
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. Amen<li11g the Rct of .June 25 104 7 (P J, 1145) entitled as amended 

''.An nrt {'nlpowcrinp; dtil's of tho ~coond dass dties of the second 

th<' tir~t dnss tow118hip~ of tho Sl'l'Ond <'ltt5-.~ st•hool districts of 

the ~r<'oncl <'1ll!l-..<t srhool 11i~tril'1::; of the third rlass and school dis-
t. 

trirts of the fomth da~" to ll1 \·~· RS."C"S.." nnd <'olied or to provide 

for the lcv~·in~ nsscssment und colll•ction of l'.CTtain additional 

taxl'S snbjed to maximum limitntions for gen<'ral revenue pur-

poses authoridng tho establishment of bureaus and the appoint-

ment and oompensation of officers and employea t-0 assees and 

oolleot su& taxes and permittinR penalt.ies to be imposed and 

enforced providing an appeal from the ordinanoo or rc,-tiolution 

levyin~ such taxes to tho oourt of quRrtcr £.e&1i-Ons and t<> the 

Supr<>mc Court and 811pN·inr Court" plndng A limitation on flat 

rate> ON·upation arnl ocl'llJ>Rlional privilege taxl'!' levied by any 

poHtir11l sub<liviilicn Arn.I Jll'l':\cdbing thf' pffceti"c dntc of tax<'s 

levird for tho fir:;t I imc by any politi\•al subdivision limiting ... 
appeals Ly taxpayl'rs t-0 such first tax lcvil'a 

._·· . ~ . . ... 
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The General A&sembly of the Con1monwealth of Pennsylvt\nia 

he"by enaota as follows 

l Hl•dion 1 Subsection~ of section 1 net of .June 25 l~-17 (P J. l H5) 

2 C'ntit lc·1l a~ nmernkd "An act empowering cit ks of the ~ecornl class cities of 

3 tho H'l'On1l clas.s A cities of the third da$S boroughs towus tow11ships of 

4 the tir:;t .. .-IR~s townships of the secoml cln:-s sehool .listrids of the sccowl 

5 clasa school districts of the third class and school districts of the fourth 

6 class to levy assess and collect or to provide for the levying flssessment 

7 and collection of certain additional taxes subject to maximum limitations 

,. 
g for general revenue purposes authorizing the establislunont of bureauR 

... 
and the appointment and oompensation of officers and employc11 t-0 assess 

• .. i 

10 and coJlect such taxes and permitting penalties to be imposed anrl on-

I . 

11 forced providing an appeal from the ordinance or resolnti1m levying-

... 
1.,. such taxes to the court of quarter iCssions and to the 8upremc Court 
~ 

ts .. { :, 

14 to rrad 

15 Section 1 £· * * 
. , '. ~ : . .. 

16 e Limitati1lll!' on Hatf's of Spf'cific. Taxes No tnxC's fo\'icd under the 

: .. :1.;. .... 't ...... : - . . : . .. ·:: . 

17 provisions of this act shall be Jc,·il'd by any politi('al subdivision on the 
., . . .. . 
•· ........ 1-. ··'· 

. . ·.· - -. - ... 
]8 following subjectd exceeding the rates specified in this subsection 
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1 * * * 

2 (h) .Flat rate o~cupation and occupational privilege lax<'s not using ~ 

3 millage or percentage as a basis $1~ 

4 * *· * 

5 Section 2 Section 3 of the al.'t an1cudc<l .May 0 19-itf (P J,· 898)" is 

6 ani.cmlcd to read 

0; ~ 7 Section 3 Appeals by Taxpayers No tax levied for the :first t.irue by 

8 any political subdivision to which this act applies shall· [in any event] 

9 go into effect until thirty days froin the tin:ie (}f the adoption '·<>f the 

10 ordinance or resolution lerjinA' the ·tax \Vi thin eAid thirty days true~ 

11 payenJ representing' 91S% or more of the tot~l ~ahiatlori ~f re'al estato 

12. 
. . . ' . . . . I 

in the political subdivision as· assc!!ed for· taxation purpo~es or taxpayets 

13 of the J>Olitfcal subdivision not l~s than · 26 ·in riu.nlbet aggrfov~d b'y 
I ~·· 

:~~ · the ordinance or resolution· shall ~ave the righFt.-.>- appeal therefrom to 

the: oourt of quarter seasions of: the county · upan gi-ring bo·nd· with 

16 .~ufficient seourlty in the amount of ti.v~ hundred dollars (*500) ·e..pprov~ 

l '1: ·by, \ha- oourt to. pro:!eoute the appeal with effect and fot tho payment 

18 Qf· CO!Jts The petition shall set forth the objections to the .tax 'and t~~ 

19. · fMta ill· support of ~uch: objections. and . 3hall be accoiµpanied by tho 

. ' 
20 ; ·· a.ffidavit .: 0f~ at leaat flve- of ·lhe petitj.onera that th~ .avonnents "of the 



'. 

petition are true and the petition i~ not file<l for tlw. pnrposo of de]a~· 

2 No such appea.l shall ad as a supe~s~~t'a~ t_inlc~~ spPcific.[tllY allow<.'d 
. - . .. . ' . . ~ - . ,; . . . . ~ . ' . . . . . 

by the court to which the appeal.is taken or a judgc;_.th~H·of 
. - - .. - ' ''·' .. ' 

Immediately upon the filin~ of any 8ll<'h petition the petitioner~ 

shall serve a copy ?f the petition _an~ an)· rnlt? grflntcd by the court . . . ~ •' . - . ~ .. . . . - ' . . . . ~ 

6 upon the president c.haim1an se-c~retary or clerk of. th<' legislat~\~C bo~y 

7 , }ev~n~ the tax 

8 The oourt .shall fix a day for a hearing not less than 15 days nor .,... . . . . . . '· .- . 

9 more thllll 80 days ~f ter the. filing 9f the. petiti()n N oticc o.f _the, time 

10 of such hearing shall be given to all interested partie.s ae the ~~urt shall 

11 direct The court shall -promptly he~! and dispose .of. the appeal . . 

12 It shall be the duty of the O<?urt -~. declare _the or~inttnce Md 

18 the tax imposed thereby to b~ valid unless it concludes that the 

14 ordinance is U;nlawful or finds tl1at the tax. imposed. is. exoo.ss1ve or 

16 unreasonable but the oourt shall not interfere wit.h the reasonable dis~ 
.. "; 

16 cretion of the. legislative body in selecting .the subjects or fixing the 

17 .. rates of the tax. The court may declare invalid all or any portion .of the 

18. ordinance or of the ta..'( imposed or may reduce the rates of .. ta.:x 

19 Any party to the pr-0ceediug sh~ll have the right. t.o appeal from 

2(). the. dedsi<:>n ,of. the court. Qf .quartt>r. ~esaione. t(I t.h,e.. Supreme or· Superior 
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] Court tie in other c8&'d I.mt ~mch app~nl shall be takou within 30 days 

2 from the time the dccrc•l o{ tho court was entered and not thereafter 

3 . 
Any two or more parties may 1oiu in such appeal 

!_· 4 Section 3 Thi.' ad ~hall t<lkt• cffl•ct imml·tlint(•ly hut ~ectiou 1 shall 

5 not apply to any p0litical .-.ul.>llivi~ion which ha~ prior to the effective 

6 <late of this net adoptcJ trn onlinam·u i111po~i11g n llnt rntu on~upation or 

7 occupatiouul privilege tax in cXCl':'-~ of *IO until tho l'lHl of the fiscal ycllr 

8 of the politieal sulxlivision current on the l.>fTcctivc dl\to of tbL., n•_:t 

We certify that this hill hnA passed foo SC'natc nnil tho llm1so of 

Representa tivea. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• t ••••••••••••• 

Chfof Clerk. SenatP. 

• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• t ................... . 

J>rcsitlont pro t-0mpore, Senate 

........................................... 
Speaker, House of Repre~entative3 

Approved The ........ <lay of ..•.••••.....•...•.... A. D. lDGl. 

Oovornor 


