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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA |

SENATE BILL
No. 141 -

INTRODUCED BY MESSRS. LANE AND DONOLOW,
JANUARY 30, 1961.

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT,
JANUARY 30, 1961.

AN ACT

Relating to boiler steain machinery and refrigeration machinery engi-

neers and firemen pméiding for their licensing conferring
powers and imposing duties upon the State Board of Examiners
for Boiler Engincers and the Department of Public Instructiom
providing for the issuance revocation or suspension of licenses
and preseribing unlawful acts and penalties

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows

nmm-nox—oun‘m. LETTERS {iidicaté new miatter €ddéd 10 bil). Matier sricid-through
i to be omitted from bill
Underscoring indicates new matter added to existing law, [Brscket.s] indicate mattes

stricken from existing law.
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Secction t Short Title This act shall be known and may leve ei[("d
as the “Boiler l‘lngi‘no.ers Act” ’

Section(2 Definitions As used in this act

(1) “Board” mecans the State Board of Examiners for Boiler En-
gine‘orsv

(2) “Peraons” means any natural person association partnership or
corporation Whenever used in any scetion prcscrih-ing and imposing a
penalty or imposing & fine or imprisonment or both the term “person”
“as applied to an association shall include the members thercof and as
applied to w ¢orporation the oflicers thereof The provisions of this act
restricting or regulating the actions of any person shall be construed
as regulating or restricting the uctions of the employes and agents

of such person

o

3) “High pressure boiler” means any steam boiler where tlié safet
gh p y y

valve is sct to relieve at a pressure of fifteen pounds per square inch

VoL

(4) “Low pressure boiler” means any stecam boiler where the

safety valve is sct to relieve at a pressure of fifteen pounds per square

inch or less
(6) “Boiler horsepower” means (i) the evaporation of thirty-four

.. and five-tenths pounds of steam per hour or.(ii) thirty-three thousand




3 Printer’'s No.—141
four hundred and seventy-five British thermal units per hour or (iii)
~one hundred and forty square feet of steam radiation or (iv) two bua-

dred and twenty-four square feet of hot water radiation at one hun-

dred and fifty degrees Fahrenheit or (v) ten kilowatts per hiour electrical

inpututo the boiler

(6) “Horscpower rating” means the i;ll‘gost fating determined by
di\'i(ﬁllg the square feet of boiler heating surface by teh or in the case
where the boiler rating is based on other than ten square feet ’of
heaﬁng surface per horse power the manufacturer’s output rating in
horsepower shall be used and when the - manufacturer’s rating is
expressed in terms other than horsepower such rating shall be converted
into horsepower by the use of one of the facts in clause (5) above

(7) “Compressor horsepower of a refrigeration system” means the
manufacturer’s horsepower rating as given on the name plate of the unit

(8) “Ton of refrigeration” means the removal of heat at the rate

‘of twelve thousand British thermal units per hour or two hundred

British thermal units per minute
(9) “Horsepower rating of a refrigeration system’” means the com-
pressor horsepower or tons of refrigeration as converted to horaepower

on an equal basis URPRT. U
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| Scetion 3 Exclusions The provisions of this act sl;all"al)ply to all
boilers within tho Commonwealth ekcept fho.se locatéd in public util-
itics farms private dwellings and those under Federal .j\\risdieti011 This.
. } , 7
act shall not apply to boilers where the safety valve or valves are se’t
at less than ﬁfteém ﬁounds per square inch and having an aggregate-
lees than one thousand squareﬂfeet of heating surface except where:
such boilers are located in theatres hospitals educational institutions.
hotels and institutions licensed by the C?nlan!lWC‘ﬂlth
Scction 4 Ticense Required (a) Two years after tho cffective date-

of this act no person shall have charge of or operate a boiler or any-

steam-driven machinery nor any refrigeration machinery with an ag--

LR

gregate of fifty horsepower capacity within the Commonwealth unless:

£

.. said person is at least twenty-one yeais of age except in tho case of
_ firemen who shall be at least eighteen years of age and hold a license-
. a8 hereinafter provided for

(b) Two years after the effective date of this act no owner or user:
of any boiler or any steam-driven machinery nor of any refrigeration-
. machinery with an aggregate of fifty horsepower capicity shall operate-
.. or cause to operate the same within the Commonwealth without having:

a duly qualified licensed person in charge of such operaticn
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-- (¢) The basig for determining t]'!e grade of license réqhircd shall be

the total horsepower rating of all boilers or machinery installed or coi-
nected in t“he building

Section 5 Application (a) Before any license is issued applicatibn

’ - - ’
-shall be made in writing to the boanl on a form prepaved and furnished

by it The appiica(ion shall contain a statement showing the appliéani’s

experience and proof thereof and such additionél information as the
board may require

(b) The applicant shall pay a fee of ten dollar;a‘($10) upon fp—
plication for an initial license and three dellars ($3) upon applicah;o‘h
for a transfer of a license from one class to a higher class

(¢) Tf the applicant has met with all the requirements hercinafter
set forth and if upon full consideration the board is satisfied that the
applicant’s character and morals and knowledge and experience in the
‘Quties of an engineer or fireman are satisfactory it shall grant him a
license upon the payment of the fees as provided above

- (1) Such license shall authorize him to be cmployed in such -dllt{ég

for a term of one year amd such license shall he annually rencwed
without examination upon the payment of a fea of two dollars ($2)

Said license shall not be rencwed unless presented for renewal within
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thirty days after its expiration The board may upon paymert of a

onc dollar ($1) fee issuc a tillp]i(tﬂfé license to rveplace u lost or stolen
one

(e) The license of aﬂuy person that is in effect at the fi;ne 11(; enters
active duty withihe armed services of the Unifed States or dnring
‘a National emergency duty with the Maritime Sorvice"_shall remain
in cffect during the period of such service plus six months after dis~.
charge without the payment of any fee Provided That ‘such license
él;l" éxpire six months after discharge if not rencwed as provided
above

Section 6 Powers and Dutics of the Board The boérd ghall have
the }.)owcr and its ;llltj' shall bo

(1) To grant and transfer licenses for hoiler eng‘ipccrs or firemen
for any applicgpt who has not knowiﬁglybeen and is not now a m'e'mbe'-r
of any organization that advocates the overthrow of the Government
of the United States or this Commo’nwealth by force or violence or
unconstitutional means and who has not knowingly been and is not
now u member of the Communist party or advocates the politicai
teh'cisfhereof and who had successfully passed the examination Bereig :

provided
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(2) To 1‘ef1.4lse io' transfer any license from one class ton higher
chass unless the applicant has imsscd the exawination for ‘the higher
class -

(3) To .refuse to e.\'amiﬁe any nppﬁ&mt for a license m’nler aigy
of the fo;égoixlg classifieations until he has furnished pi"oof_torthe board
that he has been employed in uperatfng or in assisting in the a?tual
operation of a boiler stcam-driven machinery or refrigeration machinery
for an aggregate period prior to the date of -;;ppli('alion the minimum
period being five vears for a class 1 license four years for a class 2
license three years for a class 3 or 4 license and two years for a class
5 or 6 license Such proof of employment shall be certified by one em-

ployer .and two persons licensed in a grade equal to or higher than

that to which application is being made who are acquainted with the

. applicant and who have dircet knowledge of his said employment dur-

ing the required period Other proof of -past oxperience shall be sac-

-ceptable when the certification is not available A degree of diploma

held by the applicant from any.technical school or college recognized

Ly - the Department of Public ITnstruction shall ba equivalent to one

year’s employment for the purpose of this clause
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(2) To refuse to transfer any license from one class to a inighér
class uriless iho,upplicdnt has passed the examination for the i\igher
class |
(3) To refuse to cxamine any applicant for a license under any
of the foregoing classifications.until he has furnished proof t(‘)"the hoard
that lie has been employed in operating or in assisting in the actualli
operation of a boiler steam-driven machinery or refrigeration machinery
for an aggregate period prior t(; the date of application the minimum
peviod heing five years for a class 1 license four years for a class 2
license three years for a class 3 or 4 license and two years for a ‘class
b or 6 license Such proqf‘. of employment shall he certified by one em-
ployer and two persons licensed in a grade equal-to or higher than
that to which application is being made who are acquainted with the
applicant and who have dircet k110\v]edg(_" of his said employment dur-

ing the required period Other proof of -past expericnce: shsll be ac-

-ceptable when the certification is not available A degree of diploma

held by the applicant from. any. technical school or college recognized
'( R
by the Department of Public Instruction shall be equivalent to one

year’s employment for the purpose of this clause -
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1) To grﬁut a ]ic(;nse w’ith»(')ut. examination upon pa_ymcut of a
two dollar ($2) fee to any applicant in the Con_mvlvou'\\'ealth of Penu-
sylvania who shall present a certificate from hii employer or employers
showing that the applica‘lit is qualificd and las been . employed for
more than two years in the aggregate prior to the cffcctive dato of
this act in the. operation of hoilers steam 1naohig¢ry or rcfrigerati&n
machinery that requires a licensed cengincer or fireman under scction
4 of this act The class of license to he given shall be dotﬁnhincd in
“the sound (Iiscr(-»tion of the loard

() To grant a license withont examination upon payment of a

two dollar ($2) fee to any applicant who has at the offective date of

this act a license to operate loilers steam machinery or refrigeration

machinery given under the authority of an ordinance of any city of
the Commonwealth The class of liconse to he given shail be compar-
able to the class of license the applicant was issued undor the ordinance

(6) To prescribe the subject material manner time and place
of examination and the filing of applications for examination and
licenses and to supervise and provide for the conduct of the examina-
tion to make written reports of such examinations which reports shall

be filed with the Department of Public Instruction and to certify
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to the Departinent of Public Instruction suchvapplicautsyias succéss—
fully passed such examination The subject matter of all examinations
shall bo confiued to such kndwlcdge as ivs‘essential to practice as :i_
l»oii(-r or rcfriger‘atdr engineer or fireman as the cas-‘o may be To grade
the examination rretfu‘rne/d by candidates and kecp them for at least
one year if said applicaut obtained '1 gi‘a(le of less than seventy-five
per centuin Any unsuccessful candidate may upon written request
to the board see his graded paper

(7) To investigate and conduect -‘hearings and to discipline and
prosecute those guilty of illegal practices

(8) To ‘smspend and rovoke by majority action of the entive board
the license of any licensee who has been convicted of a crime or mis-
demeanor involving woral turpitude or practices habitual intemper-
ance or who is addicted to the use of narcotic drugs or is insane or
adjuwdged mentally incompetent and to reinstate licenses in any cases
where a majority of the entive board shall determine the same to be
just and proper The board By majority action of the entire board may
suspend and revoke the license of any licensce who has been found

‘2

after due and proper investigation and hearing to have been or pres-

ently is a member of any organization-that advocates the overthrow
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of the Govcrmnent‘vof the United - States or this Comn-lomvoul(h by
force or violence or lother unconsti‘tntionnl means and has been or is
presently a member of t-l;c Communist party or aidvocates the political
tenets thereof

The hoard vma‘v suspend or revoke the license of-an_\' person if
obtained through fraud or error if he i‘s engoged in frawdulent opera-
tions if he violates any law rule or regulation relating to boiler steam
machinery or refrigeration machinery operation or if the board
finds him guilty of iegligence unskillfulness or wilful endangering of
life

(9) To provide for regulate and require all persons licensed in sac-
cordance with the provisions of this act to renew his license annually to
+ prescribe the form of such license renewel to rcqni:re as a condition
precedent to such renewal licenso the payment of tle ;éxlewal fee and
to revoke the license of any person who fails refuses or neglects to apply
for a renewal or pay such feo exeept as provided in subsections (@) and

(e) of section 5

~ (10) To keep a record of all licenses issued by the board and to

keep minutes and records of all its {ransactions and procecdings for a

period of at least 'eigh't‘ ‘years
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C(11) To enter__and'iuspec‘t in the performance of their duties any

and all premises wherein 2 license is or may be required and whenever

& violation of this act is being or has been committed It shall be unlaw-

ful for any person of corporation in any manner to hinder obstruct
delay resist prevent or in any way interfere or a't-tempt“to interfore
with any of the personnel of the hoard in the performahce of anjr duty
herein required or refuse to permit such authorized persons to per-
" form their duty by refusing ‘them or aliy of them entrance to the
"‘premises upon identification Each day during which such unlawful act
continues shall constitute a s-epardtewviolntiou
(12) To adopt promulgete and enforce such rules and >regulatio'n's
N
as xﬁny be deemed necessary and proper By the hoard t»o’ carr;s? into effect
the powers herchy’ conferred
(13) To rminire 6\'01’)’ holder of & liéénse to piacc it in'a frame nndc;
glass in some conspicuous place about the boiler steam-driven or re-
.frip;-omtion machinery where it can hb‘ ‘s‘een‘:;‘t all th-nés’\ '
Section 7 Classes of Licenses Licenses so granlé(i shall he graded

into six classes as follows

(1) License in Class 1 Engincer shall entitle licensee to have charge
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of or operate any boilers slcam-dxﬁiv-en machinery anid refrigeration
machinery

(2) Licenses in Class 2 Engincer shall entitle licousce to have s("'ha‘rgé

~of steani-driven machinery up to and inecluding two hundred horsepower

and boiler or boilers up to and including in the aggregate four hundred

horsepowar and refrigeration machinery He may also operate any steam-
driven machinery and boiler or boilers wnder a Class 1 Enginéer

(8) Licenses in Class 3 Engineer shall entitle l?ccnsee to lave
charge of steam-driven machinery up to and including fifty horsepovéer
and hoiler or hailers up to and ineluding ;'n the aggregate one hundred
fifty hiorsepower He may also operate steam-driven machinery up to and
ineluding three hundred liorsepower and any hoiler or hoilers under the
supervision of a duly classified licensed engincer in class 1 or class 2

(4) Licenses in Class 4 Engineer shall entitle licensee to have charge
of or to operate partable boilers and portable steam-driven machinery

(5) Licenses in Class 5 Fireman shall entitle licensee to have charge

[
Ve

of ‘er to operate in the aggregate one hundred horsepower of over

£
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fifteen 'p-0und§ pressure per square inch or ahy boiler or boilers of aﬁ;
“aggregate of less than four lnlindréd fifty horse.power and lcss'thén
- ﬁfteen péunds pressure per square inch an(l.auxilixiries ,theretq He may
also operate any beiler or boilers under the supervision of a duly cléssiﬁed

licensed engineer in class 1 to class 4

(6) Licensés in Class 6 Engineer shall entitle the licensee to have:

charge‘ of 'fefx'igeratiou machinery

Section 8 Records of Defects Any engineer licensed under ﬂ\o‘
provisions of this act shall assist the inlspecfox-s in their examination
of any Dboilers steam-dviven machinery or refrigeration machinery
under the charge of said engineer and shall point out all dofects and
imperfections known to him in the boilers or machinery and shall
keep an accurate record of all defects and inspections

Section 9 Notice It shall be the duty of every liconsed pi);'son.
when he takes or vacates a position as engineer or fireman to uotify
the board of such fact and any failure to comply with this provision.
shall be punishable by suspension of his license for such a period as.

the hoard shall determine




10
11

12
13

14
16
16
17
18

19

141—Printer’'s No,

- Section 10 “Substitution Qfﬂ Unlicensed Person Every 0_\.\‘110:1‘ or
lessee or agent of the owner or lessee of any 1)oilcl's steam-driven
machinery or refrigeration ma(;hiner.\_' embraced within the proviiibxls
of this act ’or a)iy auxiliaries conneeted therewith js forbidden to
delegate or transfer in any manner whatscever the responsibility or
linhilitffof the maungement operation or maintenance in good con-
dition and repair of any such boiler stéam—dri\/’en machinery or refrigera-
tion nachinery or auxiliaries conncected therewith to any person or
persons other than a duly classified licensed engineer in charge thereof
Provited That in case of the absence from duty of any such licensed
engineer an unlicensed person may take the place of said engincer for
a period not exceeding ten days Such period may he extended to thirty
days in the discretion of the board The hoard shall be notified of any
temporary change prior- to or at the time the change is made

Scetion 11 Procedure ARl actions of the board shall he made only
in accordance with the rnles and ;cgulations of the board and onl.y"’ by
n majority vote of the members of the board and shall e subject to
the right of notice hearing and adjudication and the right of appeal

therefrom in accordance with the provisions of the act of June 4 1945

(P L. 1388) known as the “Administrative Agency Law”
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Secetion 12 Records to be Public Evidence The records of the -

board shall be public and open to iuspection during business hours
Copies therveof‘ duly certified by the secretary <;f the boﬁrd or m:);
of his deputies shqll be whnissime in evidence in ail cpm-ts and else-
where

Scction 13‘.]"onakies Any person violating any of the provisions
of this act shall on convietion thereof be liable .to a fine of not less .
than fwenty-ﬁve dollars ($23) nor more than thrce hundred dollars
($300) and costs of prosecutﬁn to be collected by swmmary proceed-
ings before any magistrate and in default of payment of such fine
and costs may he committed to imprisonment for a period not exceed-
ing thirty days In addition such person’s license shall be suspended
or revoked as the board shall detérmine

Scction 14 Repeals The act of April 4 1905 (I" 1. 102) entiﬂcd
“An act to provide for the hetter protection of life and property by
the examination and licensing of engineers having charge of steam-
boilers‘é:‘teanmngi.ues and appliances connected therewith in cities of
the second and third class of this Commonwealth and providing penal-
ties for violation” is repealed and all other acts and parts of acts are

repealed in so far as they are inconsistent herewith
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Section 15 Effective Date This act shall take effect January 1

We certify that this bill hgbs passed the Senate and the House of .

Representatives.

LOCIE BN BRI Y

dlnef .(:}lerk Senate

Speaker House of Representﬁiwea :

Approved The «vovvvve day of covviininneeraneeenees AL D, 1981,
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