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TBB GENERAL ASsEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 172 

7 

Session of 
1 9 6 1 

--=- ?! ....... 

INTRODUCED BY MEssnR. S'rf;VENSON, I~ANJ~, ~[Af,f.El?Y, 
HAYS AND lli\J,USKA, FEBHUAHY 8, 1001. 

REFERRED TO C01'IMIT'l'E~ OX LOOAT. OOVEHNMENT, 
:FEBUUAU Y 8, 10G1. 

AN ACT 
,\ nt horizi11g count it's eitirs lxm.rnghs incorporated towns allll t.)\msl1ips 

to create lii:;;toric 1listdcts within their geographic bouwlaries 

pro\'icli11g for the nppoinltnent of lloarJs o{ Historh~al Architcc-

t nra I Ht'\·icw cmpowC'ri11g govern in~ hrntics of politica 1 snlxlivis-

ion~ to protect the 1fotindive 11i~toricnl diar:wtcr of tl1rsc 11is-

tricts and to rC'gn late the erection t'C<'Oll$l nwtion nhNn ion res-

llDLAX•noN-OAPn'AL LBTI'BRa tnd1oate new m&&ter added tlO bW. JI&~'*"••.,..._.. 
"to~ oa:U\ted from. bUl. 
UD.denoori!lf Indicates ll'lW' matter M!ded to edsttnir I••· (Br&cketa) fndJoa~ m&tw 
strtonn rrom. eneunir i.,,,. 

" 
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lornlion tlc11101itio11 1)1' razing of buildings within the historic 

tlistriet:s 

Tho Ocnernl i\$::cmLly of tho Comm1mwcalth of I>eunsylnmia hcrehy 

(~lHICIS Iii' follows 

l Section 1 Tlw torm "govcrni11g ho1l~·" ns use1l in this net shall 

2 ml'!m th(' bo:ml of commi:'sioucr~ of :rny conntv the council of nnv . . . 
s city 1n· i1H.'orpomlc1l town the hmml of commis~iout>r~ of nny t•)Wrn::hip 

4 of the fir:<t das.~ nwl the hmml of :-;11pcnisor~ of uiij· township of the 

5 sccoml clnM 

6 The term "ex1~c11lin· authorit.v'' as U:5Ctl in this act ~hall mean tlw 

7 dmimrnn of the hoar1l of commi&;io1wrs of any county the mayor of 

8 any city the burgcss of :1.ny borough the pre.sidont of 1..·otmcil of any 

9 incorporated town the president of t]w boanl of commissioners of any 

10 township of tho first class an(l the chairman of the hoard of SUpl'rvisors 

11 of :111,v town:,;hip of tho secolJ(l class 

12 Srction 2 For the purpose of protecting tlto:;c historiC'al areas with-

18 in ma· gl'C'llt Commom\·calth whi<'11 hnvc a distinctirn C'hnracter recalling 

14 tlw l'it•lt ardiitc-dnral 1111d historieal J1critagc of Pcnnsylrnnia. anil of 

1fi making them :l snnrc(' of inspiration to our people hy awakening m-
,··, 

18 ·· tCf('~f ii1 Olll' Jii:~furic past anJ to promote· th~ w·n~r,.aJ trc)farp ~{}UC'a-
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1 , tion and culture of the communities in \vhich th('so distincti\'c l1iisloricnl 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

areas arc located nil counties cities ho1·oughs incorporatrd towns nh(l 
' --- -

tO\vnships are hereby authorized to create and defi.11e by ordinance a 

If 

historic district or districts within the geographic limits of su('h political 

subdivisions No such ordinance shall take effect until the Pennsylvania 

Historical and Museum Commission 11as been notified in writing of 

the ordinance and has certified by resolution to the hisf.orie.al sig11ificance 

8 of the district or distdcts within the limits defined in the ordinance 

9 which resolution shall lie trarnm1ittcd to the executive authority of tho 

10 politiral subdivision 

11 Section 3 'l'he governing body of the political subdivision is au4 

12 thori7.cd to appoint a Board of Ilistoricrtl Architeelural Review upon 

IS receipt of the ccrtif~·ing rC'solntion of the Pennsylvania Historieal and 

14 ~fnsenm Commission The hoard l'hall be composed of not less than 

16 five member~ of whom a mnjority shall be residents of the historic 

16 cli8triet One member of the board shall be a registered architect one 

17 mcmher slrnll be a 1icemc1l rrnl estate broker one member shall be a 

18 hniMing inspector and the remaining members. shall be persons with 

19 knowledge of :md interest in the preservation of historic (listricts A 

20 majorif,Y {)f the hoard shall constitute a quorum and action taken at 

(. 
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l nuy mr.ctirig slrnll l'cquirc tlw allil'mntive vote of a majority of tho 

2 honrd Tho bonrJ shnll gh-c counsel to the goYerning bodrof the county 

ti 

3 ciL,\" borough towu or township regarding the advisability of issuing 

any <'<n·iificntc whil'h the go,·erning body. may issue pursuant to this act 

,. ' 

Section 4 (A) Any governing body shall have the power and duty 

6 to c(>l'tify fo tllt' HppropriRtC'llC'$S o( the erection reconstruction alter-

7 ation re~toration cl<'molitiou or razing of any building in whole or in 

8 })art. vrithiu the hi~toric district or 1listl'icts within the political suh<livis-

9 
' . ' 

iOn An • .,; agency dungc<l hy law or b~· local ordinance with the issuance 

10 
. 

of pem1its for tho erection 1lemolition or alteration of buildings within 

11 the historic district shall isrne no p('tmit for nny such building changes 

12 until a ccrtifi<-ate of approprintcnc8s has been received from tl1e gov-

13 
.. 

crning body 

14. ·· (b) Any go\'C'l'lling hotly in clrtcrmining wJ·1~thcr or not to certify 

15 , to the appropriafCnC!'S of tiie erection lCCOJ18fr11ctio11 altcralioll restor-

16 atio~ demolition or razing of a building in whole or in part shall cmi-

.. . . . 
17 sider the effect which t110 proposed change will have upon the general 

18 hisforic and' arC'hitcct1.:1al natmc of the. district The goveri1ing body 

19 shall pass u1)011 tl1e appropriateness of exterior architectural features 
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.' :i which.· ean bo .SCl'll from R pnb1ic street 01· wn~· ouly nn<l shall consider 

2 tho general <lcf.ign nrraugcmcnt tcxturo material and color of the. 

3 building or structure und tho i·clntio11 o{ such foctors to similar features 

4 
. ,, 

'of buil(Hngs ?.nd -~tri1cturcs in tho tlistrict The governing body shall 

5 not C'msidcr. any matters llOt. pcrtiucnt to the preservation of the Ms-

6. toric aspect nnd unturc of tl1c district Upon giving approval the go,·-

7 crning ·body shall issue a ccrtifieatc of appropriateness authorizing a 

8 permit for the ercdion reconstruction nltcration rcsto;.-ation demolition 

9 or razing of a lmililing in whole or in part Disapproval of tho governing 

10 hod~· shall be in writing giving reasons therefor and a copy thereof 

11 :;lrnH Le gh·cn to t~c applicant to the agc1wy issuing pcrmil~ a111l to 

12 the Pennsylvnnia HistoriC'al and )[uscnm Commi~ion 

13 (c) .Any pcr:'on applying for n lmilding prl'lnit within a hi:\IMio 

14 <listrict shall he gh·cn noti<'o of tlic meeting of tho lJoiml of Ilistoric.11 

15 ..Architectural Hcn·iew whiC'h is to C'Ollll!':C'l the ~ov<'rnii1g l1od.v a111l of 

16 meeting of the g0\·crni11g hody whi<'h i~ t~l Mmirll'r lho gra11ti11A' of :l 

17 cortifieato of appropriah'ncss for the ~niil permit C11Hl mn~· nppcar heforo 

... ', 
18 the Mirl meetings to explain his rC'•tsons thcrofor 111 tho event of a 

19 failure to recommernl the ho:ml nrnl in the ovcnt of its 11i~appron1l 

20 tlw go~·cr1~i11g ho1ly :-:1rn11 al~o in1lil'nte wh:lt ch:u1ge:i in his pian~ :1\1\l 
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1 i-pceific~lioris W•}ulrl rnc<'l i(s dnulitions for pNtccti11g the distinctive 

2 Jii~torieal character of the hisioric district 

3 (d) An~· Jll'rson nggl'iewcl b~· fnilurc of th~ngcncy elrnrgcd by law 

4 or h~· lol'nl onlirnuic•c to is.me a permii for such_ building clrnngcs by 

5 n·nron of the tli::ilpprornl of the governing body may appeal therefrom 

6 in tl1e ~ame manner a5 Rj1-prals from decisions of the agency cl1argcd 

7 l1y lnw 01· J.,,. loc·al or11in:mee with the issunnc~ of pem1its for snch _ 

8 1nii"1ing d1nngt~s 

9 8cl'tion C1 The ng<•nc~· chargcll by law or bj· locnl ordinance with 

10 lltt• i~s111rn~e of Jll'l'lllits for the erection demolition or alteration of 

11 l111ll•lil1J{~ witliiu tlu• lih:toric 1listrict ~hall have power to institute ::my 

12 pro1·•~<·1li11.l{s 111 lnw or in r.1p1it~· IH'<'<l&i:ny for tltc enforcement of this 

13 1\l't 11r of 1111,\' cmli11nrn.·<• ll•luptcd pur:maut thcrcto in the ::.ame manuor 

14 t!S i11 ii~ 1•11fon•l'11w11t of oth<'r lmil•ling zoning or planning lcgislntion 

15 11r rq,!11lnlio11~ 

16 N'l11i1111 0 Tl1n i11·0\·iido11~ of t11is net nre ~e,·ernblc nncl if any of 

17 ii~ p1·11\'h-iu11~ :;hnll lie held m1constitutional the decision of the court 

18 l'lt:1ll 11ot nffcct or impair flllJ' of the remaining provisions of this act 

19 11 i.- lwrf'lly cll'<>lnrcd to ho the lcgislafrrn intent that this act would 

20 l1an' hr·c•u a1loptC'fl hn<l !':Heh unconstitutional provisious not- heen in· 
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cluiJc<l lwrcin 'fh<> 1irovisions of tl1i~ cH•t shnll not he C'on~trnc(l t'l limit 

2 · thr. }~wrrg and ilo_tics nssigncd to the P('nns,\'k:rnin Historir::ll nnd 

. . 

3 )htscum Commission 

4 Section 7 This act shail take effect immcdiatcl,,· 

We ce1·tify that this bill has passed the Senate and the H<Juso of 

ReprA.Sen ta tivee.. 

........................................ 
Ohief Clerk, Senat~ 

.......................................... 
l President pro tempore, Senate 

........................................ 
Speaker, Roueo of R.epresentativee 

A pprn'·"tl 'fhe ........ day of •••••••••••••••••••••• A. D. 1961 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Governor 


