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‘AN ACT

Authorizing counties cities horoughs incorporated towns and townships

to create historic distriets within their geographic boundavies
1_»r0_\ii(li11g for the appointment of Boards of Historical Archite.c‘
tural Review empowering governing bodies of political snbdivis-
ions to proteet the dis?inctivc historieal character of these dis-

tricts and to regulate the erection reconstruction alteraion res-

BXPLANATION—OAPTTAL LETTERS indicats new matter added to blll. Matter sirieken—through
is 0 b3 omitted from

bil,
indicates new matter added to existing law. (Brackets] indicate matéer
stricken from existing law.
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toration demolition or razing of buildings within tl;c historic
districts
The General Assembly of ;llc Commonwealth of Peunsylvania hereby
enacts as follows
’Scctinn 1 The term “governing body” as used in this act shall
1;10311 the board of commissioners nf- any connty the conncil of any
city or incorporated town the board of commissioners of any township
of the first class and the hoard of supervisors of any township of the
second class
The term “excentive authority” as used in this act shall mean the
chairman of the board of commissioners of any county the mayor of
any city the burgess of any borough the president of council of any
incorporated town the president of the board of commissioners of any
township of the first class and the chairman of the board of supervisors
of any township of the second class
Section 2 Tor the purpose of protecting those historical areas with-
in onr great Commanwealth which have a distinetive character recalling
the rich architectural and historical heritage of Pennsylvania and of

making them a source of inuspiration to our people by awakening in-

RN

—terest in owr historie past and to promote the grneral welfare cduca-




10

11

18

14

16

16

17

18

19

3 Printer’s No.-,-—lTS

tion and culture of the communities in Wwhich these distinetive historical

areas arc located all counties cities horoughs incorporated towns ahd

townships are hereby authorized to create and define by ordinance a

{f
historic district or distriets within the geographic limits of such political

subdivisions No such ordinance shall take effect until the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission has been notified in writing of
the ordinance and has certified by resolu‘tion to the historical significance
of the district or districts within tile limits defined in the ordinance
which resolution shall be transmitted to the executive authority of the
political subdivision

Section 3 The governing body of the political subdivision is au-
thorized to appoint a Board of Historical Architectural Review upon
receipt of the certifying resolution of the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission The hoard shall be composed of not less than
five members of whom a majority shall be residents of the historie
district Oné ‘.rrl_mmber of th’e board shall be a registered architect one
n»ﬁ:yﬂ:er shall be a licensed real cstéte broker one member shall be a
building inspcetor and the remaining members. shall be persons with

knowledge of and interest in the preservation of historie districts A

’ majority” of the board shall constitute a quorum and action taken at

N
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_anj' meeting shall vequire the aﬂh-m'ative vote of a majority of the
hoard The bonrd shall gne counsel to the governing bodjy/of the county
city borough town or-itownship regarding the advisability of \iséu;;g
any cortificate \;'hich the governing body may issue pursﬁﬁnf to this %lct

Séetion 4 (a) A;{y governing body shall have the pdwér and duty
to certify to the nppropriateness of the erection reconst'r-tictio;l. altérj
ation restoration demolition or razing of any building in whole or in
part within the historic district or districts within the political subdivis-
ion 'A'n;\; agency charged by law or by local ordinance with the issuance
of pennitsgiior the crection demolition or alteration of buildiués Witil‘l.'ll
the historic district shall issue no permit for any such building changés
until a certificate of appropriaténcs.s has been received from the g}iv-

erning .Body
" (b) Any governing body in determining wl:(.:therior not t'o.cerh;f.’y

" to thé appropriateness of the erection rcconstriction alteration restor-
ation ‘demolition or razing of a building in whole or in part shall cox-
sider the effect which the proposed change will have upon the gencral

historic aﬁ(l:arbhiteqilzral nature of the district The governing body

~shall pass upon the appropriateness of exterior architecturai features
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~ whicl can bo seen from a publie street or way only and shall consider

‘the gencral design arrangement “texture material and color of the

building or structure and the relation of such factors to similar features

»’(>)f Buildin:gs and ’ét'l:{m‘:turcs in tho district The governing body shall
not consider any matters not pertinent fo-thé preservation of the his-
torigﬂs;specpnnd nature of tiﬁe district Upon giving npprovaf the gév—
‘crn'ing‘body’slm]l ‘iésue a certificate of appropriateness authorizing a
permip fdr thc ercetion reconstruction altomti;)ﬁ restovation demolition
or razing of al building in whole or in part Disapproval of the governing
hody shall be in writing giving reasons therefor and a copy thereof
shall be given to the applicant to the ageney issning permits and to
the Pennsylvania Historical and Muscum Commission

(¢) Auy person applying for a building permit \‘;'itllill a historie
district shall be given notice of the meeting of the Board of Historical
Architectural Review which is to counsel the governing hody anmd of
meeting of the governing hody which is to consider the granting of a

certificate of appropriateness for the said permit aml may appear before

S

the said meetings to explain his reasons therofor In the cvent of a
failure to recommend the board and in the ovent of its disapproval

the governing body shall also indieate what changes in his plans aud
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f;mciﬁcgli_blis ﬁ'f@llltl'ltiﬂét its conditions for protecting the distinetive
’ln‘istor‘ic-ul character ‘_nf the hist'o-ric i‘l}istrict

(d) A"“f imrsonll'nggrim'cd by failure of th:&ngencv\"clm‘r“ge(l by law
or by local ordinance to issue a permit'fon; such building changes by
reason of the disnhprmﬁl of the goverining body may appeal therefrom
in the same manner as aj{p('als)fro‘m decisions of the agency charged
by law or by local ordinance with the issuance of permits for such.
nilding vclmngus

Section b The agencey charged b)',l‘a\;' orubj' loeal ordinance with
the issuance of permits for Ihé.érection demolition or alteration of
buillings within the listorie district shall have power to institulevany
proceedings at law or in equity neeessary for the enforcement of this
act or of any ordinance adopted pursuant thercto in the same manner
ux i ils enforeement of other lmilding zoning or planning legislation
or repalations

Seetion 8 The provisions of this act are severable and if any of
s provisions shall be held unconstitutional the deeision of the court
shall not affeet or impair any of the remaining provisions of this act
It iz hereby deelared to be the legislative intent that this aet would

liave been adopted had sueh unconstitutional provisions not heen in-
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eludéd kerein 'l;ll‘(; \prov»isious’of this act shall not be construed to limit
the powers’ :m(i_ «luhm ass‘igned to the Pénllsyl\;anin Ifistorioal and
Musewn Comhﬁ@ion

Section 7 This act shail take offect inmediately

Wo certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the Houso of

Representatives.
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Chief Clerk, Senate
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President pro tempore, Senate
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Speaker, Houso of Reproesentatives
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Governor




