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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
SENATE BILL
No o l 9 I Session of
: b 1961

I\TRODU(‘P D BY MLSSRS ROONE Y, SEYLER, ITAYS, SESLER
A\ID YATRON, I*P.BRUARY 8, 1961.

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON HIGIHIWAYS, FEBRUARY 8, 1061,

AN ACT

Amending the act of April 20 1959 (P 1. 58) entitled “An act con-

solidating and revising the Vehicle Code the Tractor Code the
Motor V(."hicle Financial Responsibility Aet and otlier acts ve-
lating to the ownership possession and use of vehicles and trac-
b3} |

tors” including additional buses within the provisions relating

to school buses further providing for the operation of school

buses amwd lights located thereon and providing penalties

RPLANATION—OAPITAL LETTERS Indicate new matter added £o blll. Matter viriskon-through
is to be cmitted from bilt,
Underecoring indlostes new matter added to existing law. [Brackets] indicate matier
stricken from oxisting law.
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_lem Gcl}cr’nl Assembly of the Cmnn—mnwc;llth of‘ l’mms_\_'h'ani:\
herchy civtets as follows

-Scclio,n 1 Clausc (9) subseetion (b) of sec'lh)n 810 act of April 29
T 1959 (l’-'L 58) known as ‘-"l'li(e Vehicle Code” >amo’u>«'lc(l December 10
]95‘9 P L 1’(7119) ‘is‘nmemlml to read

Seetion 840 School Buses Safety Requirements

(b) No person shall own or upérutc a school bus carrying school
children on the highways of this Commonwealth that in addition to the
other requirements of this act does not conform with the following

* % %

(9) [Every school bus originally titled in Pennsylvania prior to the
offective date of this amending net shall in addition to any other equip-
ment and distinetive markings required hy this act be equipped with one
(1) siguululmnp visihlo from the front and one (1) other visible from the
rear each showing a Hashing u-;l light] Every school bus [originally
titled in Penusylvanin on or after the offective date of this amending

act shall] ad every motaor hus or motor omnibus operated by common

carriers of passengera holding a cortificate of public convenience issued

by the Public Utility Commission whils being used exelusively for the
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transportation of school children hetween their homes and school shall

on and after August 1 1962 in addition to any other cquipmont and dis-

tinctive markings required by this act be equipped with‘ two alternately
ﬂashing signal lamps visible from the front and two altern‘ately flashing
signal Iamps visible from the rear cach showing a flashing red light
Each lamp shall be mounted as high as practicable upon the bedy of

the bus Each such additional device shall be plainly vizible to operators

of approaching vehicles in normal sunlight and at night from a distance

of [one hundred (100)] five hundred (500) fcet to the front or rear

as the casc may be shall not project a glaring light and shall be of

types approved by the secrctary

Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of this section
shall npon summary conviction before a magistrate be sentenced to pay
a fine of not less than ten dollars ($10.00) and not more than twenty-
five dollars ($Q‘5.00) and costs of prosecution and in default of the
payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not less than five (6)
days and not more than ten (10) days

Section 2 Clauses (11) and (12) of subsecction (b) section 840 and

subsection (c) section 1002 of the act are amended to read
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Scction $40 School Buses Safety Requirements

{b) No person shall own or operate a school bus carrying schaol

- children on the highways of this Commonwealth that in addition to tho

other rcqﬁiremenls of this act does not conform with the following

¥ * %

(11)’ Whenever school bus Iqmling zones have been established at
_ ov near.a school or along a highway it shall be unlawful for a school
bus ope;'at-or to stop his bus to pick up or ~discharge pupils at any loca-
tion other than at such loading zones

The school bus operator when oporating on a highway with four

(4) or more travelable lanes shall not stop to pick up or discharge pupils

who must cross the highway-

. The provisions of this-paragraph shall not apply within business or

“residonee districts where there are curlhs and sidewalks and ‘reduced

“speed zones have bheen catablished as provided in section 1002 (a)-(4)

For the purpose of this elause school bus operators shall include

operators of buses operated by common carriers of passengers holding

cortificates of public convenience issued: by the Publie Utility Commis-
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- sion that are being used exclusively for the transportation of school

children to or from school and are in compliance with the requirements

of clauses (7) and (9)

 (12) The provisions of clause (7) of this scction requiring laheling

and of clause (9) requiring nlterimtcly Hashing red lights shall apply to -
all buges when used exclusively for the trnhsporl:uinn ofrsdu‘)ol chil-
dren whether or not the bus is owned and operated by a person or com-
pany subject to the jurisdiction of the DPennsylvania IPublie Utvili(y
- Commission hut none of the other provisions of [said clause or of clause
(9)] clause (1) of this section shall apply to huses suliject to the juris-
diction- of the Public Utility Commission

The provisions of clause (7) requiring labeling sud the provizion

of clause (9) requiring alternately flashing red lights shall not apply

to any hus operated by a common carrior of passengers holding a cer-

tificato of public couvenienee issued by the Publie Utility Commission

- when . being used to transport school childven within business ar resi-

dence districts where there are curbs and sidewalks

Y

Penalty Any person vielating any of the provisions of this scetion
shall ypon summary conviction before a magistrate he. sentenced to pay

a tine of not less than ten dollars ($10.00) and not more than twenty-tive
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($25.00) and costs of prosc’cn'ti‘on and in dcfa<nlt. ;f the paymcnt there-
- of shall ;mdergo imprisonment for not less than five (5) déys and not
more than ten (10) days

Section 1002 Restrictions 'vs to Speed

® x %

- (e) Subject to the provisions of subsections (=) and (b) of this sec-
tion it shall be unlawful for the following kinds types and classes of
vchicles to be operated at & greater speed than hicreinafter provided ex-
cept when such vehicles are being operated on highways under the su-
pervision and control of a turnpike commission in which case subject to
speed vestrictions by such turnpike eommission as hereinbefore pro-
vided the mnaximum speed limits shall be twenty (20) miles per hour

greater than hereinafter provided

Commercial motor vehicles and truck tractors R class fifty (50)

miles per hour

Motor buszes and omnibuses while being used exelusively for the

transportation of school children between their homes and school fifty

(50) miles per hour on highways having four (4) or more lanes or forty

(40) miles per hour on highwsys having less than four (4) lanes




“ Printer's No.—197

School buses as defined in subsection (a) of section 840 fifty (50)

miles per. hour on highways having four (4) or more lanes or {orty

(40) miles per hour on highways haviug less than four (4) lancs

All other motor buses and omnibuses fifty (50) miles per hour

All other commereinl motor vehicles and truck tractors all com-
binations of commercial motor vchiclcé or truck tractors and trailers
~or semi-trailers fifty (50) miles per hour on highways having four (1)
or more lanes or forty (40) miles per hour on highways having less than

four (1) lanes

Penalty Any person vielating any of the provisions of this section
shall upon summary conviction hefore a magistrate be sentenced to
pay a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) und costs of proseention and in de-
fault of payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not more
than tive (8) days

Seetion 3 Seetion 1018 of the act wmended Angust ¢ 1939 (P T,

653) is amended to vead

- Seetion 1018 Passing and Operating School Buses

[(a) On highways having roadways not divided by safety islands

or physical trafiic separation installation the driver of any vchiele ap-]
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[ proaching or 0\'01’lnking a" school hus confonning to the requirements .
of this act which is being used solely for the trausportation of chi/ldrcrrf
to or from school and which has stopped for the ]mrpos'(: of i-ec»'ei’v.ing
or discharging one or more school clnildrcn shall stop i]is vehicle not less
than ten (10) feet from the sé]mol bus and keep his vehicle stationary
until every sehosl child shall liave entered the bus or every schiool child
leaving the school bus at that place shall have alighted and reached the
siile of the highway

(b) On high;vn‘\'s having dual or multiple roadways separated by
safety islands or ph)‘sfﬂll traftic separation installinents the driver of
."m‘v vehiele overtaking a ss:hool bus which has stoped for the purpose
‘of receiving or discharging one or more school children shall stop his
vehicle not less than ten (10) feet from the school bus and keep his
vchiele stationary until every school child shall have entered the bus
or until every school child leaving the school b\‘\s at that place shall
have alighted and reached the side of the highway

(¢) Oa highways having dual or multiple roadways separated by
safety islands or physical traffic separation installations the driver of a

veliiele on another roadway approaching a school bus which has stopped]
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{for the purpose of receiving or discharging any school c}xild shall reduce
the svpgcd of his vchicle to not hx;)re than fiften (15) niilqs per hour and
shall not fe5111}10‘ normal speed until his vehicle has passed the school

“lms and any child who may have alighted therefrom or is about io enter

the school bus -

(d) Whenever a school bus is parked at the curb for the purpose of
receiving Clli]dl‘(‘-ll d‘ircclly from a scliool or discharging children to en-
ter a school which is located on the same side of the street as that on
which the school bus is parkcd‘«..lrivers of vchicles shall be permitted to
pass the school bus without stopping but at a apeed not in excess of
fifteen (15) miles per hour

(¢) The driver of any school bus being used solely for the trans-
portation of children to or from school shall not start his bus un{il
every child who may have alighted therefrom shall have veached a place
of safety]

() The driver of any vebicle approaching or overtaking a school

bes which has stopped on the highway or in an cstablished school bus

loading zonc and has in operation the alternately flashing red signal

191—SW__2
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'!a}lllvs provided in section $10 (b) (8) shall stop his vehicle not less than

ten (10) feet to the front or rear of the school bus and shall keep his

vehiele stationarvy until the alternately flashing red signal lamps ave no

longer activated If the alternately flashing red signal lamps are not ac-

tivatell the driver of any approaching or overtaking vehicle shall be

permitted to pass the school bus without stopping but at a speed not in

excess of twenty-tive (25) miles per hony

(1) The driver of any school hus being used soley for the transpor-

tation of children between their homes and school shall activate the

alternately flashing ved. signal lamps only when approaching within two

hudred and tifty (250) feet to two hundred (200) feet of an estab-

lishied seliool bus loading zone for the purpose of veceiving or discharg-

ing school) children mind such flashing signals shall be kept in operation

until all pupils have boavded ov alighted from the bus and liave reached

a place of safety The driver shall not permit any pupil to board or

alight from a school bus until visible approaching and overtaking tratlie

has stopped The driver shall not start his bus until every child who may

have alighted therefrom shall have reached a place of safety

(¢} The driver of any school bus shall not activate the alternately

flashing red signal laraps within business or residence districts where
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there are curbs and sidewalks when parked at the eurb for the purpose

of receiving children directly from a school or discharging children to

enter a school which is located on the same side of the street as that

~on which the school bus is parked or when stopped off the traveled por-

tion of a highway having four (4) or more traveled lanes

(1) For the purposze of this section school bus shall be as defined in

TR

scetion S40 (a) and shall include buses operated by common earviers of

passengers holding certifieates of public ¢onvenience issued by the Pub-

lic Utility Commission that are being used exclusively for the trans-

portation of school clildreu to or from schanl and are in compliance

with the requirements of subseetion (b) () and (M) of section 810 of

this act

Penalty Auy person violating any of the provisions of this seetion
shall upon stmary convietion hefore a magistrate be senteneed to pay
a fine of twenty-tive dollars ($25.00) and eosts of proseention and in
default of payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not more

than ten (10) days
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* We certify that this bill has passed tho Senate and the House of

Ropresentatives.

Approved The

Qovernor




