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THE GENERAL ASSEMBI.-Y OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 191 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

Ix'l'RODUCED UY MESSHS. nooNgY, SEYLEH, HAYS, SESJ,EH 
AND YATUON, FEBHUAHY 8, 1961. 

lrl<~FERHED TO COMMl'I'fJ~E ON HIOJ1'VA.YS, l<'EBHUAHY s, Hl61. 

AN ACT 
2 

Amending the act of April 2U Hl59 (l' L 58) entitled "An act con· 

so1i1lat i11g and rcvisi11g the V chicle Code the Tractor Code tho 

.\fotor Yd1ide Fi1ia11eial Hespo11!'ihilit,v i\ct nrnt other :h•ts re· 

lating to the owner::::l1ip pos."ession and me of vchidcs n11d trac· ,, 

tor::.'' indncling a<l1litio11al huses witlriu the provi~ions relating 

to school hu:scs fmthcr providing for the (11wralio11 of :sdwol 

lrnH'S aml lights loeate<l thereon :rnd providing penalties 
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- The Ul'ncfal ..:hsemLl.'· of the Cornmotnrealth of Pennsylrnnia 

-· 
hcrcb,v ci1ncts as follows 

1 Section 1 Clause (fl) subsection (h) of section 8-10 act of April 2!) 

'2 · 105\J (P L :)8) known as ''The Yl'hich~ Coclc'' nnwnclccl Dcccmhrr 10 

3 195ll (P J, 17-10) is 11mcmlc1l to read 

4 Scl't ion 34 0 };dwol B11:'l':i 8n foty Hl'1111i1·cmr11ts 

5 * * * 

6 (b) i\o porson shall own 01· operate a :;chool hns L'ttrr~·ing schotll 

7 ~hildren 011 tho higln\'a~·s of th is l'om111011m•a lt h tlrnt in a1ldit ion to the 

8 othct: n'<)llircmcnts of this al'I tlm•/\ 11ot conform with the following 

9 

10 (0) (Emry s1•l100J lms origi11all,\' titled in Pe1111s;-·lrn11ia prior to tho 

11 offcctivo duto of thi:-1 11111L1111li11g 11d shnll in 111lcliti1m to any other equip-

12 uwnt. a111l 11isti1wti\'o 11rnrld11gs 1·1•c111in•1l h,\' this net lie equipped with one 

18 (1) i;ig-11al 111111 p \'i~i hlo fro111 I ho fro11 I 11w I 0110 (l) other visible from the 

16 titl<'cl i11 P01111!l.,\'lrn11in 1111 or 11fl111· 1111• 01Tc·1·tivc ,late of thi:; amC'nding-

16 lll'I slrnll] urn I (~\·nt',\' 111otor 1111;1 01· 111111111' 011111il111s operntc<l b,,. common 

17 Mrricrs of p:tll.'\<'llJ.{<'l':t holding n 1'l'l'lilir11h1 of puhlic com·cnionre i~sncd 

11 by the Puhlfo Utilil» Co111111i:.:..-1ion whilo lici11g wic<l cxclusi\"cly for tlie 
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1 transportation of school children hetwcen their homes niul sd1ool shRll 

2 on an1l after August. 1 1962 in nddition to any other equipment and dls· 

3 tinctive markings required by this act be equipped with two n.llernatcly 

4 flashing signal lmnps visible from the front anil two altc>rnntc1y flashing 

5 signal famps vi8ib1e from the rear each 8howing a flMhing red light 

6 Each lamp $hall bo mounted as high as practicable upon the horl,V' of 

7 the bus ·Each such additional device sliall be plainly vfaibJc t.o OpQrators 

8 of approaching vehicles in normal sunlight ar11l at night from a distanc.e 

9 of [ ono hundred (100)] five hundred (500) feet to the front or rear 

10 :ts the rase may be shall not project a glaring light and shall he 0£ 

11 types approved b)· the secretary 

12 * * * 

13 P<Jnalty Any person violating any of the provisions of this Election 

14 shnll 11pon summary conviction before a magistrate ho sentenced to pay 

15 a fine of not lrss tlian ten rlollari; ($10.00) nnd not more than twC'nty· 

16 fivo rlollarn ($25.00) nnrl coRfs of prosecution and in default of the 

17 payment. thereof i<ha11 undergo imprisonment for not le£1s than five (u) 

18 days and not more than ten (10) days 

19 Section 2 Clauses (11) and (12) of subsection (b) section 840 and 

20 subsection (c) section 1002 of the act are amended to read 
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l Scctiou 8-lO Scl1ool Busos Safety Hcqnire-mcnts 

2 * * * 

3 .(b) No persou shall own or operate a school hus carrying school 

4: - chilcli·en on tho highways of this Co1runomvoalth that in addition to tho 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

18 

l~ 

16 

ofhel' rcquir~mcnfs of tliis act <lo-es not conform with the following 

~ * * 

(11) 'V11cnevcr school bus lon1ling zones have been established at 

or 1war a school or along a highwny it shall be unlawful for a school 

bus operator to st1>p his bus to pick up or discharge pupils at- any loca­

tion other than at such londing zones 

The school hus operator when oporatin~ on a highway with four 

( 4) or more tnwelablc lnnl's shall not stop to pick up or discharge pupils 

wh-0: must cross the higl1wa~· 
I 

. Th() provhdous of tf1is paragraph :::hall not apply within husines!) or 

rc~idonce district!' where there aro cnrhs arnl sidewalks and reduced 

16 ·speed ionc~ him.~ IJc<'n <'~laLJi~hrd ns provided in scction 1002 (a) (4) ' 

17 For the 1mrpn~o o{ tliil'\ d11t11'C i;diool bus operators shall include 

18 operators of lm~e~ opoml<'•l hy common carricrR of passengers holding 

19 certificate:\ of pul1lic cou\·onienco i~lH'd ·by the Public Utility Comrriis-
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1 _ s101t that aro l>cing u.'3ed t_•xclusivcly for th~ tramportation of school 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

18 

14 

16 

childr_cn to or from sd1o0l and are in compliance with the rcquiromC'nts 

of clauses ('iJ :mcl (D) 

(12) The provisions of clause (7) of thi:; section r5'qniring lal1cli11g 

and of dauso (0) requiring :lltornately 11.tshing red lights shall apply to 

all hmC'.~ when usc1l cxdmivcly for the trnmporlalion of sdt1Jol ehil-

t1rcn whether or not the hus is ownc1l and opt'rnh'd by n pcr:'l)ll or c~(lll\-

pany rnhject to the jurisdiction of the Pt~um-;drnnia Puhli~ Utility 

Commission hut none of the other provh~iong of rsnicl t•lnu!'.n or of elamo 

(0)] clauso (7) ·of this i::cction shall np11l:-· to hmes suhjN~f to the jmis-

<liction- of the Public Utility Connnk.;;ion 

The \ll'l)Yisions rJf clause ('7) rcquiri11g- ltthelinJ.! awl t lie pro\'i:•ion 

of dause (9) rt:'quiring nlt<'nrntcly Hashing red light8 i-hnll unt nppJ,,· 

to any bus operatr<l hy a common canior of paiiiicngcrs holdiuf£ a c•cr­

tifiC'ato of 1iuhlic co11\·eJJicnce issued hy the Puhlic~ Utilit,Y Commk;;io11 

16 . wh~u. being used to transport school chilclrcu within hnsincs:0; or rcsi-

17 dcncc di,~tricts where there are curbs anll sidewalks 

18 . Penalty .Any person Yiolating an)· of the pro\'ision:"; of tltis sediou 

19 shall upon summary con\'iction before a nrngistrato he. senlcme<•1.l to pay 

2l) a tine of 11ot less than ten dollars ($10.00) nrnl uot more t l11m hwnty-livc 
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1 ($25.00) and costs of pro$Ccntion and in default- of the payment there-

2 o{ shall undergo impri:wnmcnt for not less than_ fh·e (5) days an<l not 

3 more tl111n ten (10) da~·s 

4 Sect ion 1002 Hcsfrictions ns to Speed 

5 * * * 

6 (o) Snhjcct fo the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this sec-

7 lion it slrnll Le un]awful for the following kinds types ancl elas.scs of 

8 n•hiclcs to be operated at a greater speed than hereinafter provided ex-. 

9 l'l•pt when s11r11 \'c>hicJes arc being operated on highways muler the su-

lO p1.·1·visio11 1111<1 eo11fl'Ol of a turnpike conunission in which case subject to 

1l ~p1 •c1l rcstridiom; h,v i-;uch turnpike commission as hcrcinbcforo pro-

12 \'i1lc1I the rnnximum speed limits sha1l be twenty (20) miles per hour 

11 µrttator tltrm hcr<'inaft<'r provided 

t' Commm·eial motor ,·rhic)('S RUii truck tractors n dass fifty (50) 

11 111iles pC'r hom· 

11 )fotor hu:;rl't and onmihuscs while hcing used cxdusively for tho 

11 t rnnsportation of sd10ol children between their homes and school, fifty 

18 (r10) milC'.i per hour on highwa_ys having four (4} or more lanes or forty 

11 (-10) mil<'~ per hour on highways having Jess than four (4) lanes 
• 
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1 School buses ns tll'line<l in suLscdion (a) of section 840 Hfty (50) 

2 miles pcr. lt0tir on high.ways having fo_m· (4) or more lanes or fo1·ty 

3 i_.40) miles per hour on highways lrnving less than four (4} lanes, 

4 All other motor buses and omnibuses Hfty (50) miles per hour 

5 All -othtn· commercial motor ,·chiclC's rtnd trnrk trMtors all com-

6 1Jinations of commercial motor vehicll's 01· trtH•k tmctors nnd trailers 

7 or ~emi-trailcrs fifty (uO) miles poi· hour 011 highwa:.·s l1:wing four ( 4:) 

8 or more lanes 01· fort:.· (40) miles por hour 011 highwn~·~ )i:wing l<'ss than 

9 fom (-1) Innes 

10 * * * 

11 Penalty Any pt'r~on \'iolali11g auy nf tlw pnWi$io11s of this :wdion 

12 :-lia II upon sm1111un-.v com·idinn lwfo1·1' 11 m:igisl rnlo lm !iC'llf <'JH'('«I to 

18 pay a fine of lr11 1lollnrs ($10.00) 111111 1·o~l:o1 1)f jlr1)8l'~lllio11 nnri i11 clc-

foult of payment ll1C'reof ~111111 1111111'1)~0 i111pri~o11111P11t for 1wt morn 

16 than five (5) da~·s 

16 Section :3 ~c<~lion 1018 of tlw nl'f :tlll«'llth'1I A11g11l1I tl Hl!l!l (PL 

17 

18 · 8~et ion 1018 Pa!>.~ing n111l Opcrllt inir 81'11001 Bu~rll 

19 

or physit'al trnffic scparalion instnllntion the 1hivcr of nny ychiclc ap-] 
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1 [ pwaching or on•rtaking a school lilts confonning to the requirements 

2 of tliis net wltidi is l1d11~ n~cd solcl~· for tho trnusporlation of children 

3 fl) or from school n11d wliich l1as ~topped for tl1c purpose of rcceivin~ 

4 ,, .. di•(·ltargi11g om• or Jnorc school d1ihlrcn shall stop lih~ wliidc not less 

5 than ten (10) fret from tl:c school bus awl keep lils vchicfo stationary 

6 until c\·ery cchn::;l child shall have entered the bus or evcrv school child . , . 

7 ]._.avi11g the school bus at tliat place shall ha .. ·e alighted and r<:'arhe1l the 

8 ,,jif c of the higJnrn~· 

9 (b) On highways hadng dual or multiple ron<lwa~·s separated by 

10 safct,v islalllls or physical traflic separation installments the driwr of 

11 
.. 

:rny Ycliidc o\·crtnkiug a ::-1•lwol lms which has stopc1l for the puqiosc' 

12 ·of rerc>iving or disd1argiug one or more school chihlrcn slrnll stop his 

11 wltide not lrss titan ten (10) feet from the school hus aml keep his 

14 nhiclc stationary until cwr.v school child shnll have enteretl the bus 

or until cvm·y school <'11ihl lca,·ing the ~chool bus at that place sl1all 

18 liavc alighted aml reached the l'i1lc of the highway 

17 (c) On highways having dual or multiple roadways sepal'atell by 

18 J':if ety is1ands or \)hysical traffic separation installations the driver of a 

\'chicle on another roadway approaching a school bus wl)\ch lrns stop~] 
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1 (for the purpose of rccci\'i11g or disdrnrgiug any school child shall reduce 

2 the s11eed of his vehicle to not more than fiftcn (15) miles per hour nnd 

3 shall not resume normal speed until bis vchielc has· passed the school 

4 · lms :rnd :my chil1l who rna:o· have alighted therefrom or is about to enter 

. 5 the sd1ool bus · 

6 (d) Wltcnc\'cr a :whool bus is pnrkcd at the curl• for tho purpose of 

7 rccl'ivi11g children 11ircctl~· from a school or disclmrging <'hil<lren to en· 

8 tcr a school which is located on the same side of the street as that on 

9 whieh the school bus is parke1l driven~ of vchieles shall be i~rmittcd to 

10 1rns.-. the school bus without stopping but at· a .•peed not in excess of 

11 fifteen ( 15) miles per holll' 

12 (c) The llri\'Cl' of an.v school lms being nsC'll solel)· for the tnui:;-

13 portation of ehildtcn to or from school shaU not start his lms until 

14 t•n•r,Y d1iltl who may liave nlightr1l therefrom ~hall have reached a place 

15 of ~afot~·] 

16 (a) 'l'hc 1lrin•r of nny vehielc npproaching or overtaking n school 

17 hl's whic·h hu~ stopped 011 the highwn,v or in im cstnbliR11ed school lrns 

18 loading zone nml ln1s in 01>erntion the alternately flashing red signal 

191-SW-2 

) ) 
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l la~1ps pro,·idC'd in ~ection S liJ (h) (0) slwll :>top hi:; whidn 11111 IC',;.,o;. than 

2 lt~n (10) feet to the front or rear of the school lnu' n,ni.l !"1tall k<'C'p his 

3 ,~chide .f.lRtionary nutil the alternatd~- lla:-11i11~ red signal 1:unps arc no 

4 l011gt•r ncti,·atccl If the nltematdy flashing- rctl signal lamps are not ac-

5 . tiv:ltl'!l t ht• 1hivcr of :rn,,- approaching or o,·ertnkin,e- whide :>hall be 

6 permitlc1I to pas..;; tho school hu;:; without stopping hut nf n spcrd not m 

7 ex<X'1'' of t wcnt,,··lh·c (25) iniks per hom· 

8 . (h) The 1lrin~r of :m~; ~whool lms being usc<l solcy for Che trnnspor· 

9 talion of ~hihlrcn Lctwccn their homes ancl school 8}1all activate tl10 

10 altHnitt<>ly tla~hing rc1J ::ignnl lamp,; only whc·n nppronehing within iwo 

l l hnwlrcd 111111 tlft,\· (2ii0) fc:rt to two hundred (200) fe<'t of nn c·~tnh-

12 li:.:hccl ~..iwol hus lo;1oi11g- zollc for tl11-i pnrpoRc of receiving or <li:-t•hing-

13 irw: :o:.<'hoo} d1il1lrC'11 111111 sueh Hashing- Rignals shall h11 kC'pf in oprratio11 

14 1mtil all pupils h:n-e hvardc>d or alighte1I frllln tltr hm; aml ham re:u·hc<l 

15 :i pl:wP nf ~nfot,v The clrirnr :.:hall uot ]lCrmit any pupil to boim1 or 

16 alight fr1llll a ~l'hool lms 11ufil ,·isiblc approaehiug awl ornrtaki11g tra!lie 
~'----~~~~- . 

ltl ha~ gtoppt>d ~l'hc drivc1· slwJl not start his bus until every chihl who nrn;v 

18 haw-- alightrd therefrom Rhall }1<H"<' rcnchetl a plncc of 8afct.v 

19 (<') The tlriwr of :my sC'hool lms slrnll not acti,·ate the alternately 

~ !lashing r<'<l si~nal l:u:1ps within husinc~-; or rc::icll'Ul'C districts wh<'re 
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1 there arc curbs and sidewalks when 1mrkcll at the curb for the purpose 

2 of receiving e11il<lrcn tlircctl.v from n school or <liscl1argi11g d1ihlrcn to 

3 
. -

enter a s<'hool whieh is located on tl1c s:n11C' si1le of the street as that 

4 on which the sdtool bus is parked or when stopped off the t r:l\'clc1l }lOr-

5 tion of a highway hil\'ing four (4) or more frawk{I lane;:; 

6 (1l) For the purporn l)f this section school lms shall he as 1lcfinctl in 

7 ~eel ilm S-10 (a) aml :;ha 11 i11c111dc busc.~ ope rat cd h.'· common c<trricrn of 

8 pa~cngcrs hn1di11g C{l)'tifit>atc~ of pnhlic <"•m,·cnil'lH'c issnctl h_y the Pub-

9 lie Utilit,v C'nnuni::sion tlrnt are hC'ing me1l l'X{'l11~i\'l1 l,v for the trans-

10 porfafio11 of srhonl rl1il<Jn•11 to nr from i;clroo) nrnl nrn i11 l'Ompliancc 

11 with tht• i1<''111irC'111<mt~ of ~11hs1~1'1io11 (h) (';) nrnl (fl) of i;C'c·tion 8-10 of 

12 thi" :wt 

13 

14 

15 a firw of fwc•111,,·-lin' doll:m.- (*2/J,00) 1rn1l 1•0:-il~ of pro:-;e('11fin11 n111l in 

16 1ldn11lt of paJmi·nt lhPreof ~hnlJ 11111lPrgo impri~o11mC'11t for nnt more 

17 than ten (10) cb.~·s 
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L We certify that this bill lias vassed tl10 Senate and the House of 

Ropresenta tives .. 

. ...................................... . 
Chief Clerk, Senate 

e • e I • • I e • e e • • • I • • • • • • • • • e I • • • • e e • • ' e II • ' ' 

President pro tcmpore, Senate 

e ••• ti •• ' II •• e ' ' ' I .. I • • ' e • e • I e ' • ' C •••• e e e e • ,. 
Speaker, liouse oi Uepresentatiyes 

;\ p1mwctl The ........ day of ••...•..••.•.•.••••••. A. D. 1961. 

I I e e •• e • e II t • e e ' • ' ' • ' • ' e •• e ' e ' e ' e ' ' e I •• II ' 

Governor 


