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THE GBNBRAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
Ho. 198 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

INTHODUCED BY ~IJ<:SRHS. 8Jc:YJ.l·~H .\~J) WEfNEH, 
J<"EDRUARY 13, 1001. 

REFEURED TO CO~l~tlrL'EE OX T.ABOH AND INJ>US'l'HY, 
:FEBHUAHY 1:3, 1001. 

AN ACT 
To t•staLlish a GoYcrnoi-'s A1lvirnr,r Com111ilh.•o 011 ~fl~mnt Lobor aml 

to dctinc md~tC'nt tlutit's u11<l rcspo11!>il,ilitiC's of tho vnrlous State 

departments and ng<HH.'ics pcrtai11i11g to 1nigrnt-0r,\' workers aucl 

their families 

The General Assembly of tho Commonw('nlth of Pcnnsylvsmia1 

hereby enacts as follows 

:b71.»l"ATION--0APITAL Ln""rBaS in~ on ID&'t.' 14dfid to blll. Matter"" ...... \Metlltl 
Lt to be Omitted from bill; · . . . . I 
Undersoortng lndlcatu new matter added to tall\ln1 law. (Br.eketeJ lndlC*t.o mt.~· 
.trteken trom ~ 1.&w. 
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1 Article I 

2 Preliminary Provisions 

3 Section 1 Short TitJe This act sha11 be known as and may be cited 

4 as tho "Migrant labor Act', 

5 Section 2 Dec1aration of Public Policy A substantial part of the 

6 labor necessary to harY<:>st the multimillion dollar fruit and ycgctablo 

7 crops of Pem1sylvania is provided by the migrant lahorcr ~md his family 

8 Since they are so vital to the agricultural economy of this Commomvealth 

9 t la.' Commonwealth's goycrnm<:>nt assists farmers mal fann associations 

'' 
10 to import many thousands of these workers to help harvest the crops 

.11 The conditions under which sueh persons perform their services are of 

12 Nitical importance not only to the health aud welfare of tho worker 

13 1111d his fau_1ily to the Ianner and farm families who employ them to the 

1·1 com1nunities in which they are temporary residents and to the consumers 

15 who pmchasc tho produce of Jlemisylvania's farms but also to the eco-

16 nomic competitive and efficient production and marketing of 1~cnnsyl-
, I 

17 rnnia farm products The Legislature therefore in furtherance of the • 18 be.st interests of the :farm economy the migratory workers and the gen-

19 eral public declares that in its considered judgment the C-Ommonwealth 

.20 has a cl~ar responsibility .f ()r the establishment and maintenance of 
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1 decent standards ot health welf arc null puLlic ~afct:-· of migrant labor~ra 

2 aml their families during their tcrnpornQ' stay in the community 

3 Section 3 Definitions As use<l in this act 
"' 

4 (1) "Camp" meaus a IUigrant labor camp 

5 (2) "Camp Cornmi~ary" means a 11lace where goods ate offered for 

6 sale or lease :md which is operated in or in connection with a migrant 

7 labor camp ind~t.di11g meals sold to workers nntl indudes a lmilding Shed 

8 
or structure or tlll,Y part thereof usetl fol' such purpose 

9 
(3) "Crnw f.cadcr'' means un :1gc11t or group of ngents or associa-

10 
tion of agents who tmder contract writfl>n or ornl and for a fee <>r for 

11 
profit recruits migrant lnhorcrs and clistribnte~ their services to :farmers 

12 
ii 

growers ord1arclists foocl prort'srnrs mul l'amiors or who in acoordance 

13 with such rontrad rnpcrvi~cs nrnl c{lntrols i;uch workers in migrant labor 

14 camps 

15 (4) "Deparlmrnt" nwans tho Department- of J,abor and Industry 

16 of the Commonwealth of J>rnm.ylvania 

• 17 (5) "~ligrnnt J.ahor Camp" mean:; any Jiving quarters housing 

18 accommodations dwelling boarding house shack railroad car tenement 

19 bunkhouse or barracks maintained dil'cctly or indirectly in connection 
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with any work or place where work is being performed by mignrn t 

1aborers except houses occupied hy ~·car-:rouwl employcs nnd their im­

mediate families for dwelling needs an<l. shall include tho premises upon 

which such accommodations are situated or the area set aside am!' pm-

,·itle<l for camping by such persons or both whether or not rent is paid 

or resencd for use or occupancy of such premises For the purposes of 

this subsection the term "indirectly" shall mean any responsibility which . 

the management of any establishment asswnes for iusuring the paymeut 

of board or lodging expenses incurred by their cmployes living in camps 

not operated by such management 

(6) "Migrant J,aborer" means any person whether 01· not a resident 

of this Commonwealth who is recruited or hired to render personal 

services in the growing production or hanesting of farm products and 

wlw lives in a labor camp during the work period 

(7) "Migrant Labor Contractor" means any person who for .a fee 

or for profit for or under the direction of a third person recruits solicits 

or supplies or hires workers 011 behalf of an employer engaged in tho 

growing or producing of farm products and who for a fee or for profit 

may provide in connection therewith one or more of the followiug 

• 
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~en·ices furnishes b0~ml lo<lgil\g or tn111s1101·tatio11 for such workers 

supcn·i!'cs~ times rhe('ks counts wci~hs or othC'rwiso directs or measures 

their work or (lisLm.-c•5 wngc pa~·mcnts to such pcr~ous 

(S) "Ow1wr'~ 11w:rns the opcrntor of I\ rnigrrmt luhor camp 

eorporation 

(10) "Sccrd:ny'' meri11s the 8<'n<'lnr,v of tho l>cp:utmcnt of J,abor 

:rnd Industry of tho Commo11wenlth of Pc1111~yl\'llt1ia 

Section ·l C0nstit11tionnl Constt·u~tion 'l'ho provisions of this act arc 

scvcrrtblc nml if nny pl'(wisiom1 }t<'reo{ nrc helcl unconstitutional such 

dccisio11s shall not be ronstruc<l to impair :my other provh1ions of tl1is act 

It is hereby dt'd:H'('<l ns tho Jrgislnt ire intC'nt that this act would have 

been adopted Jrntl sud1 unconstitutional provh•ions not been included 

herciu 

Section 5 S:wing Claus~ Tho Grncml .Asscmbl,,• rf'serves the right 

to amewl 01· rcpC'al 1111 or irn,\· p:u·t o( fliis Mt nt ntiJ· time and there 

shall he no vC'sfC'<l ri~ltt o( m1r ki111l ng11i11~t sn<'h nmewlmcnt or repeal 

..AU tl1e l'ights prh·ill'ges or immunitil'~ l'o11(crrc1l b.v thfa act or by nets 

clone p1mma11f fh<'r<'fo ~hn11 rxi~t snhjrct fo Hie \)Ower of the General 

.Assemhl.Y to mnr111l 01· l'<'Pt':ll this net nt nny timo 
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1 Article 11 

2 Administration 

3 Sec\~ - _..:..· 201 Governor's A{h·isory Committee 011 )ligrant J,abo1· (a) 

4 There is hereby created a Go,·ernor's Advisory CommiUC'o 011 )ligrnnt 

5 Laoor The members of such committee shall be 

6 (1) the heads of tho following departments .Agricultme Conuncrre 

'I Health Internal Affairs Justice J,abor and Industry Property aucl Sup-

8 plies Public Instruction Public 'Velfare anrl Revenue or such designco 

9 as any one of them may designate 

10 (2) tho heads of tho following agencies Pennsylvania J,iquor Con-

' . . ' 

11 trol Board Joint State Government Commission Public Utility Com-

12 mission State Police and Bureau of Employment Security or such 

13 dcsignee as any one of them n1ay designate 

14 (3) the heads of the following dh·isions of tho Pennsylvania -state 

15 University Agricultural and Home Economics -Extension Service Agri-

16 cultural Experiment Station College of Agriculture Resident Staff Col-

1'7 lege of Home Economics and College of Education or snch designec as 

18 any one 0£ them may designate 

19 (4:) one person from each of the major political parties in the House 

20 of Representatives and in the Senate to be appointed by the Governor 

• 
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1 (ri) tiftcl'll pnhlie m(•mbC'rs to he nppoinjcll by the Governo1· -

2 (b) Tiie Serret nr_y of I.rtbor nrnl Iu<lnst r.v shnll sene ns clrnirman 

3 of the committee 

4 (c) ){('mhcrs of the committee shall sc1·vc without com11cmntion but, 
I 

5 puhlit~ m<'mbcrs n}J}}()intcd by the Governor may be reimbursed for 

6 JH'C'('$$:\r,V cxpcnscs incurred in tho performance of their duties 

7 (11) The chaimrnn shall ap11oint nn executive secretary aud such 

8 other personnel ns he shall deem necessary to aid the committee iu tho 

9 pedonnnncc of its ftmctions who shall rec-0ive such compensation as the 

10 sccrct:n,r with the approval of the Governor shall detenuine 

11 (e) The functions aml duties of tho committee shall be 

12 (1) to advise on general administrative policies rules regulations 

18 ;lnd procedures pertaining to migrant laborerR nncl their families 

14 (2) to survey and study the problems relating to migrant laborers 

15 and tJic actions taken or proposed to be taken by go\'crnmental and 

16 other agencies to 1·esolve them 

• 17 (3) to hold such pub1io he~rings on matters pertaining thcret-0 as 

18 it may deem advisable 
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1 (4:) to report annuaHy to the Go,·cmor and the I~gislatun~ .ind at 

/ 

2 such other times as it may deem appropriate ~th respect to snch mat· 

·3 ters and 

-i (5) to undertake such duties as the Governor may direct 

.5 {£) the Committee shall meet at least once every three months or 

~ at the call of the chairman 

7 Section 202 Department of .Agriculture It sliall be the duty of 

8 the Department of Agriculture 

9 {1) To provide technical assistance to other departments of. the 

10 Commonwealth on the subject of migrant farm labor including the de· 

.. 
11 mand supply ('Ost transportation and cc<>nomic effect of all regulatio11s 

12 rf'garding such labor and 

13 (2) To develop an effective liaison with all farm organizations and 

14 agencies in furtherance of the policies of this act 

15 Section 203 Department of Health It ~lrnll lie the clnt,y of the 

16 Department of Health 

17 {1) To pruvide inspection services in cooperation with the Depart· • 
18 mcnt of J_.abor and Industry with respect to migrant labor camps 

19 (2) To arrange for the extension of adequate public health services 

20 and health education programs to migrant laborers and their families 
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1 (3) To cooperate with the Federal government through the accept-

2 ancc and use of Federal grants towards the costs of public health and 

3 health education services 

4: (4) To cooperate with tlrn Federal government and appropriate 

0 agencies of other states in the development and me of unifonn pro-

6 ccdmcs relating to health serviC€s for migrant laborers and their :families 

7 (5) To cooperate with public and private agencies in promoting 

8 employer And worker acceptance of voluntary medic.al and hospital in-

9 smnnce plans 

10 
'. 

Scdion 20-1 Department of Labor ::md Industry It shall be the 
, 

11 duty of the Department of J,abor and Industry 

12 (1) 'l'o provide n free recruitment service to assist :farmers· and 

13 farm Msoeiations in obtaining the thousands of workers needed to help 

14 cultivate and harvest their crops 

15 (2) To provide migrant labor camp inspection services in cooper-

16 ation with the Department of Health 

• 17 (3) To develop suitable programs to encourage and promote the 

18 consh'llction operation and maintenance of adequate migrant labor camps 
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1 · in accordance ~ith the policy of this act 

2 (4) To regulate the operation of migrant Jabor camps au<l to i~sue. 

3 licci1ses in couection therewith 

4: (5) 'I'o regulate migrant labor .contractors and cl'ow )callers and to 

6 issue licenS€s in connection therewith 

6 · (tj) To l'('gulate the tran:-porfation of migrnnt lahoro1·s aml thcit· . 

7 families 

8 · (7) To apply for and accept grants from tho }'cderal government 

9 to be used in the establi~hment and operation of necessary 11ighway 

tO resf·stop facilities 

11 Section 205 Pennsylvania J,iquor Control Boiml It shall be the 

12 duty of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board in ~<>operation with the 

13 Pennsylvania State Police to enforce all liquor Jaws of this Oommon-

14 wealth as they may be applicable to migrant Jabor camps 

15 Section 206 Pennsylvania State University It shall be the duty 

16 of t110 Ag1·icultural and Home Economics Extension Ser~i<'e the Agri-

17 cultural Experiment Station t110 College of Agricultme Resident Sta.ff 

18 · t11e College of Home Economics and the College of Education of Penn· 

19 sylrnnia State University 

i . 

• 
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1 (1) To conduct educational programs for the employers of migra.llt 

· I laborers pertaining to tlie standards methods and objcctivea of the mi-

8 gm.nt, labor program 

' (2) 'l'o make available to migrant laborers and their families job 

5 trniuing home economies child care educational and other progra~s as 

& :uc or1li11nrily provided by tlie University's general extension program 

7 or its :1gl'iculturnl extension service 

8 Rccfion 207 Department of Public Instructi~n It shall be the duty 

9 of the D('p:u-fmcnt of Public Instrnction 

10 (1) 'l'o dnvclop arrangements for the operation of summer scl1ools 

11 for the c•hiltlrcn of migrant laborers 

12 (2) To develop appropriate plans for the reimbursement of local 

13 school districts for the costs incurred in the education of children of 

14 migrant laborers 

15 (3) To cooperate with the Federal government and appropriate 

16 ngencies of other states in the development and use of uniform educa-

17 tional record procedures 

18 ( 4) To cooperate with local school districts in cnfordng the pro-

19 visions of tlie compulsory school attendance laws of this Commonwealth 

20 Rs the ~ame may be applicable to children of migrant 1aborers 
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l Section 208 'Department of Public 'Vclfare It sl1all be the duty 

of the Department, of Public Welfare 

3 (1) To lHovidc child-cnre centers fostc1 ... home care and i::ocial scri-

4 ices for tl1c children of migrant laborers from State and Federal funds 

to the extent provided 

(2) In cooperation with other ngcucics to de\·isc ways and means 

7 for resolving welfare problems of migraut laborers and their familit's 

8 Section 209 Pcm1svlvania State Police It shall be the duty of the . . 
9 Pennsylvania State Police and tl1ey arc l1ercby authorized 

10 (1) To enforce all criminal and penal laws as the same may relate 

11 to the operntion and maintenance of migrant labor camps 

12 
(2) To assist in the enforcement of tho rulc>s and regulations of 

18 
other agcndes of the Commonwealth in·omulgakd with respect to the 

14 
construction operation and maintenance of migrnnt labor camps 

16 
(3) To enforce all Jaw:5 rules :md rc>gulations rc>l~ting to the h'ans-

16 
portation of migrant laborers aml thch· families • 
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l Article III 

2 Ue1ieals Effective Date 

8 Section 301 Repeals all acts and parts of acts arc repealed insof p,r· 

4. as they are inconsistent herewith 

6 - Section 302 Effective Date This act shall take effect immediately 

We certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the Rouse of 

Representatives. 

......................................... 
Ohief Olerk, Senate· 

f 

................................. · ...... . 
President pro t.ernpore, Senate 

e • I •••• e ••• " e •••• 9 •• fl • e •• e •••• e ••••• (t ••• 

Speaker, House of Representatives. 

Approved The ......•. day of .•.••....•.......•.•.. A. D. 1961 .. 

• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Gol·emo:r-


