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REFEHRED TO CO:MMl'l'TEE ON :FORESTS &: 'y ATERS, GAME & 
FISH, FEBHUARY 13, 1961. ,. 

AN ACT 
(. 

. 

l'romotiug safe Loating water skiing auu simiJar activities upon tho. 

waters of t11is Commonwealth establishing cJueational programs 

improving waterway facilities :rnu regulating the operation and 

equipment of Ycs~els conferring powers and imposing duties on 

the Department of .Forests and "r atcrs tl1e Department of 

Hcvcnuc and the Boating Board herein created prescriLing penal-

tics for violation making an appropriation from the General 
() 

Fund to the Boating Fund of the Department of Forests and 

BDLlNAo'C:ON-0.APITAL LETTERB ln<!icate new ma.tter &ddect to bW. Matter strleken tMeUi1111 
le to be omitted from bill. 
17nderecorlllg 1nd1catea new matter added to tadsting la.w. {Brackets] indicate matt« 
ifiiot~ from u!sttng law. 
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. \Vatcrs ·for use of the Boating Borfrcl nnd providing ior the 

rcimbur~<>mcnt of the G cncrn 1 Fui1tl · 

The General Asscmbl)· of the Commot\w<'alth of Pcnnsyhania 

hereby enacts as follows 

1 Section 1 Declaration o{ Policy It is the puhlic. policy of this 

2 Commonwealth to promote the clc·\·clopment of i-afo boath1g by regulat-

3 ing the operation and equipment of ,·ci-~els improving wntcrway far:ilities 

.. 

4 and developing cffedive operator nlm·ntion progntms nntl to promote 

uniformity of law8 relating thereto 

6 Section 2 Short Title This act ~hnll be known nnd may he cited 

7 as the "Pennsylvania Boating Act of lnOl" 

8 Section 3 Definitions As med in this aet 

9 (1) "Vessel" means every description of watcrcrnft other than 

10 seaplanes on the water used or ('apahlc of hcing w:c1l as 11 means of 

11 transportation on water or on ice it being the intent that ice boats :;hall 

12 he regard eel as watercraft for the purposes of this net 

13 (2) "Motorboat" means any vessel propelled by machinery whether 

14 or not such machinery is tbe principal source of propulsion 

15 (3) "Bows" means the forward half of the vessel measured from 

16 _ the center of a line drawn from the prow to the stern parallel to the 
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l keel 

2 (4) "Owner'' meam a JHlrson other than a lien holder having the 

3 property in or title to a vcss~l The term includes a llerson entitled ~o the 

·-
4 use or possession of a motorboat subjeet to the intermit of another person 

reserved or created by agreement and sc1'nring payment or performance 

6 of an ob1igation hut the term cxclndeg a lri::see under a lease not intended 

7 as security 

8 (5) ('"Taters of this Commonwealth'' means any W!;)tcrs within the 

9 territorial limits of this Commonwealth 

10 (6) "Person" mea11s nn individual partnership firm corporation 

J1 assodafion or other entity 

12 (7) "Operate'' means to navigate or otlrnrwisc use a vessel 

13 (8) "Board" means the J309ting Boar<l of tho Department of Forests 

14 and Waters 

15 (9) "Department" means the Department of Forests and Waters 

16 ancl its Bucccssor of the Commonwealth or its duly authorized repre-

17 sentativc 

18 {10) u~lagistrate" means any mayor burgess magistrate alderman 

19 justice of the peace or other officer having the powers of a committing 

20 magistrate 



216--Printer's No. 4-

1 Section ·l Crcntion of lfoatin~ Bo:ml There is hereby created i1t 

2 the Department of Forests an1l 1\Tatcrs a dcpal'tntental admirustrative ! 

3 board to be. k1iown as tho Boating Doarci consisting of nine members 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

l2 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

two of whoni· shall be tho Executive Director of the Fish Co~1~iS.Siou 

and the, Secretary of Re\·enuc or thdr respective nominees Of the 

" 1·. J 

remaining se,·en members one slia1l be the Secretary of :Forests and 

"Taters who shall act as chairman· am1 six shaJl be appointed by the 

Go,·crnor The six members appohite<l by the Govcruor shall be cxperi-

encctl boatmen as evidenced by (1) tl10 ownership of a vessel and (2} 

acth·e membershiri in org:rniiation~ ~uch as the Unite·! States Coast 

Guard Auxiliary the Central ·Pt111m:.ylva11ia Hoat Club tl1c United ·states 
·~ 

rower Squndron tho Eric Boating A~sociali•m .. the Dclav:nro River 

Yachtsmens J,cagnc the 11cn11sylrnnin Pleilsme Boat Asrnciation Incor-

poratccl or otl1cr similar orgunizntion::; As far ns po~siblo the members 

of the board shall rcpr('~ent the nnious gcogrnphi~al sections and boat-

', 

ing interests of the Commonwealth The members of the hoard shall 

receive no salary as such bnt shall be rcimbur~.eJ for tl1cir necessary 

traveling expenses in accordance with the rules and regulations issued 

by the Executive Board of the Commonwealth 

I 
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1 Section 5 Operation of Unnumbered Vess~ls Prohi.bitel\ E:<c.Cpt 

8 wealth -shall be numbered Nu pei·son ~an operate or give pennissi~1 

for the operation of any such vessel on these_ waters unlc~s the ve~eel · 

is numbered in accordance with his ad or in accorJancc \\;th -a.ppUcabl:e 

6 }"'ederal law or in accordance with u fcderally-appro\'cd numbering 

'1 syi:tem of anotlu.•1· state and nukss {1) the certificate of number nwar<led 

8 to such vessel is in full force and effect and (2) tho iclcntifyiug number 

9 8et forth i,n the certificate of number is properly displRye<l on both 

1.0 bows of such vessel 

11 Section 6 Idcntification NHml>er (a) The ownc1· of each Yl)ssel 

12 
,. 

required to be munbereJ. by this act shall file an application for number 

13 with the Department of Re\·enue on forms approved by the board Tlie 
14 application sl1a1l be signed by the owner of the vessel and shall bf, 

15 accomp:miecl by a fee as follows '' 

16 One dollar ($1.00) for manually JHOpcllcd vessels of any sizo 

17 Two <lo11ars ($2.00) for sailboats of any $ize 

1B Three dollars ($3.00) for motorboats of classes A and 1 

19 Fom· <lollar:'l ($-l-.00) for motorboats of dass 2 

20 J<'i\·e dollars ($5.00) for motorlioat.s of class 3 
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1 'l'hc Dcparlmcnt of Jfovenue -at the request of _the board maj· 

2 OX<'mpt from pa.viucnt of fee certain vessels spceifleally de~ignated by the 

8 board 01111 used in the enforcement of this'ac.t 

' Upon receipt of the application in approrcd forin the Department 

o{ H(l\"CU\ie or i$Suiug agent shall enter tlie sanic upon tho records of 

8 
its ollico and issue to the appli<'ant a ccrtificn~c of number approved 

7 
b~· tlio Lonrd statir1~ the -number anarded to the vcf."cl and the name 

8 
anil address of tho owner The owner ~haH display -on both bows of 

tl1c vessel the identi°fication number in such mam101· a11d size as may be 

10 '·I 
prcsc1·ibed by rules -atul regulations of the board in order that it may be 

11 ckal'ly visible 'l'ho number shall be maintained in a legible condition 

12 No other number shall be displayed on the bows The certificate of num· 

18 
her shnll ho issur.<l pocket-size aml waterproof and shall be available 

14: 
nt all times for inspection on the vessel for whi('h issued whenever such 

vessel is in operation 

18 
(b) 'fhe certificates of number awarded pursuant to this act shall 

17 
continue in full force and effect until November 30th of each year 

18 
unless sooner terminated or dfrcontinued in accordance with the pro-

19 visions of this act 

20 (c) Certificates of number shall be renewed annually by the owner 
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l in the mimnC'r prc~crihC'tl h.v the l>cpa-rtmcnt of Hurnnuc _ 

2 (rl) The owner of :my ,·cs.ml alr<'n<l.v C•H·crr4) by n number in full 

3 force and effect which lrns hecn awtmlcd to· it pmsnnnt to },edcral law 

-

4: o-r a federally-appro'fed nutnberin~ ~ystem of nnothC'r stato shall record 

5 the number prior to operating tho \'e8scl Oil the waters of tliis Co:µ-

6 monwealth in excess of the ninety day reciprocity period provided f9.r 

7 in section 8 (2) :rntl. (3) of this act Such rccorltation slrnl.1 be in the 

8 manner and pursuant to the pro_ecdure rcquir~d for tl1e award of a 

9 number under subsection (a) of this section except that no additional 

10 or substitute number shall be issued 

11 (c) Numbns issued anti used principally on waters of. this Com· 

12 iuonwcalth under the provisions of the Fellcri\1 lnw shall bo reeognized 

13 for a period of one year 

14 (f) Should the ownership of a vessel c1iange n new application 

15 form with fee as shall be fixed by rule or reguJation of tho board shaH 

16 lie filed with tho Dcpal'tment of Revenue 21111 n now cerlifi<'ato of uum· 

17 her shall be awarded in the same manner as pro\·ided for in nu original 

18 award of number 

19 (g) In the event that an agency of the UnitC'il States ·government 

20 shall have in force an o\·erall S)"Slcm of idC'ntifiration numbering for 
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1 vc~scls within the United StatC's the munbcring i:;ysteni employed imr-

2 suant to this n<:t shall be in' conformity therewith But nothing in this 

3 subS<'ction shall 1n·ovc11t the munbcring o:f any cla~s of ve~els not nnm-

4 hcrcd by sul'll ·Federal :igcnc~· 

5 (h) All re~o·i·t1~ macl(' or k<:'pt pnrrnant to this scction.1-1hall be publio 

6 rccortls 

7 (i) The ownt.'r sh!l1l notify the Department of Uevenue of the trans-

8 fer of all ot• any pnrt oi his interest other than the creation of a security 

'9 interest in n \'l•ssel munbcrctl in this Commonwealth imrsu&nt to the pro_. 

10 vh•ions of the act or of the dc.strnction or abandonment of such vessel 

11 within Hf teon days thereof Such tra.nsfcr d~strnction or abandonment 

12 shnll tenninatc the certificate of number for sud1 vessel ~xcept that in 

13 the case of trnnsfel' of a pal't interest which does not affect the owner's 

14 righ to operate sud1 vcs:;cl such transfer shall not terminate the certifi-

15 C'ate of number 

16 (j) Any ho Mei· of a certificate of number sliall notify the Depart-

17 ml'nt of Ifovcnue within fifteen days if his address no longer conforms 

18 to tho address appearing on the certificate and shall as a part of such 

19 notification furnish the Department of Revenue with his new address 



0 Printer's· No.~216 

1 The Deparhi1ent of He\·enue may Jlrovidc in its rules and regulations 

2 for the surrender of the cmiitiratc beariug the former address and its 

3 replacement with a cerfifieatc hearing tlw new address or for the altt>r-

4 ation of an outstanding ce_rtificnte to show the new address of the holder 

6 (k) The board ma~· devise a system of temporary numbers that 

6 may be released by the Department of Hcvcnuc to boat manuf aeturers 

7 und dealers for issuance in turn to boua tide purchasers of ves.gels requir-

8 ing numbers tmd that ma.Y be valid aud usaLlo by the owners of such 

9 vessels pending their receipt of rcgistrntion numbers issued directly by 

10 the Department of Ilcvcmw 

11 (1) The hoard may dcdsc by rnlc or regulation fl system of dealers 

12 motorboat Humhcrs whi<'h m~mbcr::. may be issnccl h:i· the Doputmcnt 

13 of Hcn'll!IC for m;c hy rnannfactnrcrs or cll'alcrs in dispfaying nnd dem· 

14 on!Strating ve~cls Upon receipt of Fai!l npplieation on an approved fonn 

15 :rnd upon the payment of fl fpc of five clollars ($5.00) for each number 

16 the DC'partmcnt of He\·emw shall is.mo to tlw :1pplie;mt mnnttfnehn·er 

17 jobber or dC'nlcr numhen: which shall he di;;;.plnycd coil!1picuoml:.· in 

18 acconlance with the rule:.• :rnd regulations of thC' ho1ml 

19 (m) In the eycnt of a lost. destroyed or illegiblo certificate of num-

20 ber it shall he the duty of the owner to ll}lply to tho Department of 
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1 Hc\'t'hllc for n dt1pli1·atc within ten (lays of his di~covcr,v of t11c\ lo~s or 

2 1ldnct'me11t. of the ccrtifil'atc of number upon an l\}Jpr~wed form aml 

4 (n) The Department of UcYcnuc ma:• awnrd au~· certifieate of mun-

5 11<'1' 1JirN·tl.'· or ma,,· nnthorize any person to act as agent for the award-

6 ing tht'rcof In the event tlrnt n person accept such authorization he may 

7 ho R~sigucd a block of numbers and certificates fh£'refor which upon 

8 awiml in confo1mity with this act and with the rules and rrgntitions 

9 of t.hc Department of Hc\'Cnue shall be as valid as ii awarded directly 

10 by the Department of Rcycnue '· r 

11 (o) J<'or scnic<>s rendered in collecting and paying O\·er fees and 

12 licenses rach i!'suing agent may charge and retain an additional fee Qf 

13 tHt,v cc>nts ($.60) from the person i«:lcnring the certificate of number 

14 (1l) }~very issuing agent shall give bond to the Commonwealth 

10 of not lc>ss than 0110 thonAAnrl uoBars ($1,000.00) before any snpply of 

16 

17 (q) Tho Department of Uevenuc shall take no action in couuec-

18 t i1111 with this act whi(•h effects vet;;sel certificate numbers or the fees 

19 tlr<'n•for without the appro,·al of the board 

20 Srl•tion 7 Classifi~ation ancl Required equi1)ment (a) All vessels sub-
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1 ject t•) the pr•)vi;;;ions of this act slrnll lw 1livi<lc<l into foar rJn;;;i:r~ as 

3 Clnss .A J.C'ss than sixtrcn fcl!t in lci1gth o\·ornll 

4 C1ass 1 Sixtcm feet or ovrr aml Je:.s thnn twc11ty-t1ix fr.et in length 

5 CJ ass 2 'l'wC'lll~--si.~ f N't or ovc1· an1l less thnn forty _foct in length 

- / t 

6 Class 3 Fort~· fret or o\·~;· _,-

"" (/ - . T , - ·. . . ·. 

7 (b) :Every vt>s.::c·l fro1{{ s~ms.ct to sunriso shull displi\y the following 

8 lights when under way and dnri.11g ~mch time no othei- lights which may 

9 he mistaken for those prcscrihe1l shali lJO llisi>ll\JC'd 

'-

10 (1) :Ever.r motorboat of classes A nnd 1 8hall display the following. 

11 Jights 

' . 
12 },irst .A bright white light aft to 8how all around the horizon 

13 Second .A combined lantern in the fore part of the vessel and lower 

14 than the white light aft showing grcrn to starboard and red to port so-.. 
15 fixed as to throw light from right ahead to two points abaft the beam 

16 OU the respective sides 

17 (2) J<:vcry motol'boat of cla~es 2 and 3 fhsU display the following 

18 lights 

19 J.'irst A bright white light in the fore part of the yesscl as near 

20 rlw stem as pn1efi(·al1le so constructed ns to 8how an unbroken ]ight over 
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an arc of tho hori1.011. of twenty poiuts of the compass so fixed as to 

show the light ten points ou each :o-idc of the nssel munel~· from right 

ahea<l to two points abaft the beam on either side 

Second A lJriglit white light nft to show all aromul the hori1.011 

nml 11igher than the white light formml 

Tl1ircl On the sta1·board side a green light so constructcll as to show 

an unbroken light. over an arc of the J1orizon of ten points of the rompa~s 

so flx<'1l ns to show the light from rlcr.d ahead to two points abaft the 

bcaltl on the starboarJ side 

:Fourth On the })Ort side a rcil light so constrn~ted as to show nn 

unbroken light on•r an arc of tho horizon of hm points of the compass 

so fixc(l ns to show the Jight from deatl ahead to two points abaft tho 

hc>am on the J:k1rt sitlc The 8ai<l side ligl1ts shall hl1 fitted with inboard 

$<'l'Ccns of sntlleicnt height so set as to pren•nt thc::<e lights from being 

seen aC'ross the bow 

(3) Vessels of c1a~es A and 1 when propelled by sail alone shall 

display the combined lantern Vessels of clasres 2 and 3 when so pro-

11elletl shnll displa:,. the eolore<l side lights suitabl~· screened and a twelve 

point white light aft V cssels of all rlasses when manually propelled shall 

display a bright white light 
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.1 (4) }~vcr,v white light prC'i-cribcll t,y this i;cdion iihRll be of sud1 

2 character nntl be dispJaye<l at k:tst tlm.'c fret nbovc the wnter rn as to 

3 be visible at u tlistnnce of at lt1 a!:'t two mile~ J•:\'QI',\. colored Jight .pre-

4 scribt'll by this section shnll lw of such dinrnct('r mul he di~played at 

5 least one foot abo,·c the wafrr 80 ns to he ,·i~ihJo nt a tlfatnncc of at least 

6 one mile The word "visible" in this subsc1.1tion wlten applied ·to lights 

7 shall mean ,·isiblc ou n dark night with dcn1· nt mosphcro 

8 (5) When propelled. hy ~.ail llll(l madiinory C'\·cry vc~scl shall carry 

9 tlic lights i·cquirctl by this $cc.t.ion fo1· a motorboat propelled by machin-

10 cry only 

11 (Ii) J:vcr,,· w~:<cl at n111..•lior ~l1nH 1fopln,\' n tltirly·fwo point whito 

1_~ light except in :m :rnchorng1) JH'CS1•1·ihrd by the l1onrd 

13 (c) Any ve~sel urn:.· cnrr.~· nrnl <>xhil1it tlio lights required by tho 

14 Federal H£'g11lations for Preventing Colli~ioll~ nt 8C'a H'f.18 Federal Act 

15 of Octubcr 11 1!)51 (:l:J USO M:J-J.t71I) n~ :1111r111l<·cl (international rules) 

16 in lien of tho li~hts rC'q1tirf'd h,v ~111i~e<'fio11 (11) of fliis sc>ction 

17 (d) Every motorbont of C'l:l::.H'~ t 2 01' a ~111111 he ]HOvidcd with an 

18 efficient w11isflo or othrr ~ournl·pM1l11ci11g mechanical appliance 

19 (e) Every motorbont of t•ln55C~ 2 or 3 $}tllH Le provided with an 
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l cfllcicnt bell 

2 (f) ~;\'cry vessel sliall earry at. lea:;t ofte Con&t Guard approved life 

3 pre.server cg lifo jaekct ring bnyo or buoyant cu~hion for ~aeh person on 

·' ~ ' 4 

5 l'al'l'_ving- passl'nger:s for ltiw ~hall ('art:11· f-O placed ns to IJC' icadily ac· 

6 

7 on hoard 

8 

type of fhe c:xtinguh:hers capable of prompt)~· anti effectually cxtinguh.h-

10 ing burning gasoline ns ma~· he prescribed by the regulations of the 

11 ho:mt which ti1·c cxtinguislu'rs ~hall 11<' at nil times kept in <'omlifiou for. 

12 immediate aurl effeeth·c me and .shall be 50 placed as to be readily aeces-

13 sible 

14 (h) The provisions of sub~ections (d) (c) and (g) of this section shall 

15 not apply to ves::els while competing in a race corn1uctcd pursuant t-0 sec-

16 tion 13 of thls act or if such boats be designed and intended solely for 

17 racing while e11gagcd in such race ns i:; inci1lental to the tuning up of 

18 the boats and engines for the race 

19 (i) Every motorboat shall have the carburetor or ea1·buret-Ors of 
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1 every engine tltcrein (except outboard motors) using gas~line aa fuel 

equipped with an cffi_cicnt flame arrestor_ backfire hap Qr _i?ther similar 

3 de\'icc as may be prl'~t·l'il1ecl b.'· the n·gulations of tlw bo:ntl 

4 (j) Every motorboat except open boats using gasoline AS fuel shnll . 

5 

6 of the board for propcrl:.· aud effectively ventibtiug the bilges o.f tho 

7 engine nnd fuel tank compartments rn as to rcmo\'e any explosh'e or in-

8 
flammable gases 

9 
(k) The lJoard is h_~rcby authoriz~d to rnnkc rnlcs :ll1cl regulations 

10 
modifying the equipment rcquirments contained in this section to" tho 

11 
cxknt 11cces~nry to keep the&' rc'}nircmt>nfs in conformity with the pro· 

12 
visions of the Federal .N:t\'igation Laws or with tho nn\'igation i·ulcs 

13 promulgated h.'· the United States Const 011anl 

14 (1) The hoard is hcrcbv nuthorize<l to cstnlili~h a111l maintnin for 

15 the operation of \'Cssels on t11c waters of tltis Commonwealth rules of 

16 the road in conformity with tho in1aw1 l't1les of tlLo road or pilot mies 

17 contained in the Federal Navigation I~aws or the navigll.tion rules promul· 

18 gated by t1ie United States Coast Guard 

19 (m) No person shall operate or give permission for the operation of 
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1 a \Csscl whieh is not equipped as l·equi.n'tl by this section or modifica· 

2 tion thereof 

3 (n) A en neut U nite1l States (\•nst Ona rd Auxiliary CME del'al will 

4 be accepted as evidence of complhmce with !3ection 7 of this act lmwiding 

5 the l'cquircd equipment remains in place on board 

6 Section 8 Exemption from Numbering Provisions of this Ad A 

7 vessel l'l1all not he required to he numbered under this act if it is 

8 (1) A vessel posscs~ing a rn1i<l marine document issued by the 

9 Bun•au of Cmtoms of tho United States or any :Federal agency successor 

10 thereto 

11 (2) A vessel already covered by a nmnber in foll force nutl cff cd 

12 which hn,s been awnrtled to it in pursuance of }'c1lernl Jaw or n fodcrnlly· 

13 approved 11umbcri11g system of another state Provided Thnt snch \'C$· 

14 sel shall not haYe been operated within t11is Commonwealth fo1· n period 

15 rn exC<'ss of ninety consecutive days 

16 (3) A vessel from a country otl1<'r than the Unit<><l Stnt'}~ ternpllr· 

17 arily m:ing the waters of thi:=; Commonwcnlth 

18 (4) .A public Ycsscl of the United Stntcs a stat<l or 1111111idp11} w11scl 

19 (5) A :::hip's lifeboat 

20 (6) A >esscl belonging to a class of n~sscJg wltiC'h hnR hccn t'X· 
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empted from numbering by the bo~rd after the board has found that the 
l ·' 

numLcri11g of \'C'.s~cls of such dass will not materially aid in their iden-
2 

3 
ti6cation and if an agency of, the Federnl government has a numbering 

system applicable to tho class of vesse}g to which the vessel in questi<>n 

belong~ af tcr the board has f!~~ther found that the vessel would also be 

exemp~ from numbering if it were subjt!ct to the Federal law 
6 ,. 

Section 9 Boat J .. ivcrics (a) The owner of a boat. livery shall cause 

7 
to be kept a legible record -0f the name and address of the person or per· 

8 
sons hiring any vessel which is designed or permitted by him to be 

9 
operated as a motorboat the identification number 'thereof and the 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

departure date and timo and the expected o~ actur1l time of return Thia 

record sha11 be preserved for at least -One year 

(b) Neither tho owner o{ a boat livery nor his agent. or employe 

shall permit any vessel designed or permitted by him to be operated as a 

motorLont to dcp:ut from liis premises unless it shall have been provided 

either by owner or renter with the equipment required pursuant t-0 sec-

tion 7 of this act and any ru1e or regulation made pursuant theret-0 
'' 

Section 10 Prohibited Acts Special Regulations (a) No perwn shall 

210-SW-2 
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1 operate any YCSSC) in a negligent tnanncr SO ~S to endanger any other 

2 person vc~cl or property 

3 (b) No person shall operate a \'Cs2el while intoxicated 

4 (c) Negligent operation of water skis ancl aquaplanes No pcrsou 

5 shall operate or manipulate any vessel tow rope or other device by which 

6 the direction speed or lo.cation of water ~kis an aquaplane Qr similar de-

7 ,·ice may be affected or controlled in such a way as to came the water . . 
8 skis aquaplane or similar device or any person thereon to collide with or 

9 strike against any object or person or in :rny way cause damage or injury 

10 to saitl object or pcrwn ~o vcrson :-hall violate any safety rcgnfation 

11 which has been established hy the hoard to protect p(lrsons or property 

12 ( d) No unauthorized person slia ll erase tleface change paint on -Or in 

13 irny way tamper with any identification number on the bow of a YC~8el 

14 (e) The board may make special or spcC"ific. rules which may vary 

15 from locality to locality to meet local conditions for the regulation of 

16 water skiing and aquaplaning and in addition may require the pr€sence of 

() 

17 two adult persons in the towing vessel or a wide angle rear view mirror 

18 The provisions of section 16 shall be applicable to these rules 

19 Section 11 Collisions Accidents and Casualties (a) It shall be the 

20 duty of the operator of a vessel involved in a c-01lision accident or other 
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casualty so far R5 he can do so without ~erious danger to his own vessel 

crew and pas:5eugers (if any) to render to other persons affected by the 

collision ncci1knt or other l'asualty such assistance as may be practicable 

and as may be necessary in order to save them from or minimize any 

drrngcr ~::mse<l lJ,Y tl1c colfoiou ncci1lcnt or other casualty aml also to give 

his 1w1110 ml1lrc:::~ arnl idc11tilication of his vessel in writing to any per-

son injured and to the ownl'r of any property damaged in the collision 

:tl'ei1k11t m· ollu•r l':t:rnnlty 

(b) Iu the l.'HH' of l·olli:iion accident or other casualty involving a 

H'ssC'l rlie operator thereof if the coHi8ion accident or other c.'\Sualty 

i·esnlts in the death or disabling of nn~' person for a period in exce~ 

of H'\'l'nty·two hours or more or <lnurngc to pro1ierty in excess of one 

lrnmlred clollnri; ($ 100.00) ~hnll file with the hoard witliin seven days 

of the o~el\l'l'C'J[{'(' thereof a fuH tlescription of the collision accident 

or otltC'I' <::m1:1hy iiu·lmliug surh information as said agency may by 

regulation rc•ptire Hud1 reports 8hall uot lJC rc>lcase<l to the public and 

shall not he H~<',\ as C'\'iilcucc 

Section 12 Tran~mittnl of Information Upon official request any 

foformation compiled or otherwise available to the board shall be trans· 
19. 

20 
mittcd to :rn authorized official or agency of the United States 
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Section 13 Regattas Uaccs ~fnrinc Pimldes Tournnments or K~­

Mbitions (a) The board ma~· ai1thorize the l1olding of regattas motor­

boat or other boat races marine _pnradcs tournnmcnts or exhibitions 

on an~· waters· of this Commonwealth It shall adopt and mny from: · 

time to time amend regulations concerning tl10 safety of vess-ch nntl' 

persons thereon either obse~·crs or · participants 'Vhenevcr such I\· 

regatta motorboat or other boat rncc marine parade toumamcnt or· 

exhibition is proposed to be held the p<:m;on in ~barge thereof F-111111 at 

least fifteen days prior thereto file an np11lication with the board for 

permission t-0 hold such regatta motorboat or other hoat race nrnrino· 

para<lc tournament or exhibition The application ~l1all set forth the dnte 

time and location where it is proposed to 11old such regatta motorhoat 

or other hoat race marine parado tournnmcnt or C'xl1ibition and it ~hall' 

not be conductC'd without authorization of the board in writing 

(b) The provisions of this section slrnll not exempt any person from 

compliance with any applicable Federal law or regulntion in addition. 

to this act 

Section 14 I.ocal Regulation Prohibited (a) Except as hereinafter· 

provided the provisions of this act and of otl1er applicable laws of this. 
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1 Commonwealth shall govern the use operation equipment numbering 
- I 

2 nrnl all other matters relating thereto wlien~ver any vessel shall use the 

.3 waters of this Commoi1wcalth or when any activity regulated by th.is 

·4 net shall take place· thereon and no political . body or subdivision of 

-:5 this Commonwealth shall regulate or otherwise legislate for any of t~e 

'6 subjects dealt with in this act 

7 (b) Any p-0litieal subdivision of this Commonwealth may at any 

8 time but only after public notice make formal application to the boanl 

9 for special rules and regulations with reference to the operation <?£ 

10 ve~els on any waters within its territorial limits and shall set forth 

11 therein the reasons which make such special rules or regulations neces-

12 sary or appropriate 

13 Section 16 Operator's Civil liability The operator of a vessel 

14 !'.hall be Jiabie for any injury or damage oceasioned by the negligent: 

15 operation of su~h vessel Nothing oontained herein shall be c-0n.strue<l. 

16 to relic.,·o any other person from any liability which he would other-' 

17 wise have but nothing contained herein shall be construed to authorize 

18 or permit any recovery in excess of injury or damage actually incurred 

19 Section 16 Regulations (a) The board is hereby authorized to 

20 . make ru1es and regnJations governing the use of equipment or operation 
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1 of vessels water skis or aquaplanes or other similar devices on any 

2 watet-s within the territorial limits of this Commonwealth A copy of tho 

3 reE,rttlations adopted pursuant. to this act and of an:i· amemhncnts there· 

4: t-0 shall be filed in the oflice of the Secretary of the Commonwealth A 

5 c-0py of any regulation or amendment thereto shall bo furnh~hed by 

6 the hoard to any per.son requesting it 

7 (b) The bo:trd is 11Crcby authorized to make mlcs and regulations 

8 in connection with the a1lministratio11 awl enforcement of this act in 

9 so far as its authorit~· and responsibility are concerned hereunder 

10 (c) The board and Department of Revenue ma:i· make rules and 

ll regulations or changes thereto which shall hecomc cffcetive only after 

12 they have been 1mhlicly advertised three times in newspapers having 

13 daily and weekly circulation at least thirty days lwforc the date on 

14 which they become effective Uuring this thirty day period any interested 

15 party or boating organization such as bnt not limited to any flotilla of 

16 tho United States Coast Guard Auxiliary in Pennsylvania any squadron 

17 of the United States Power Squadron in Pennsylvania the Erie Boat-

18 ing Association the Delaware Ui>er Yachtsmens l-Rague tlie Pennsyl-

19 vania Pleasure Boat .Association Incorporated or Delaware River Pilots 

20 As..wciation may demand a public hearing on the proposed rules and 
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1 rt'gu1atio11s Su'.'11 public hearing m\1st be held aud advertised H one hoard 

2 mt'mLc1· concurs 

3 (11) Wl1(•1Jt'rcr rnll's nnd 1·egulatio11s arc ma<le or_ new· waterway 

4 t'nl•ilitit•s nrc.• proposed in connection with this act that affect the Dela-

5 ware Hivcr or its 11a\'igable tributaries the N:wigation Conuuission 

6 for this 1h•sig11akd area shall be consulte.1 for apprornl 

7 :-iel'fio11 17 ,\dmi11istration and J<;nfon·c·m<•nt (a) The board is 

8 1111n•L,,· <•mpowl'l'c1l and its dut~· shall be to superviEc the administration 

9 nncl tlw c11fon·t1 me11t of the provisions of this ad the rules and regula-

10 tio11s pre:'l·riLc1l a11d promulgated hereunder and nn:i· existing laws regu-

11 lllti11g the opcrntion and <'qnipnwut of Yl''1scls whene,·er such vessels 

12 1tr(" opc:!r!lf<'cl 011 1my waters of this Commonwealth the e.stablishment -
13 uf cclu~ntio11nl programs :tllll the improvement of watcnvay facilities in-

14 du<1i11g nitls to nR\'igation 

16 (b) 'l'he Secretary of tho department subject to the confirmation 

16 of the board shall appoint an Executive Director who under the general 

17 supervision of thr. board shall direct administer :md coordinate the 

18 nctivities of enforcement regulations and records improving and main-

le tnining of waterway facilities including aids to navigation accounting 
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1 and contracting add educational programs The J<~xccutive Director shall 

2 prescribe the specific duties 'and r~sponsibilities or" ,all his ~sslst.ants and 

8 lun·o authority to hiro :ls mimy 'stenographic and clerical a~istants as 

4: may be necessary and to release them subject to ch·il serviC'e.rcgulations 

6 whenever their sen-ices arc no longer required Tho_ Executive Director 

6 shall reside in Pennsylvania and have at least,' a \:ollege degree or 

7 equivalent teu years administrative experience and ten years of ship 

8 or motorboat cxperfonee· His salary shall be determined by the board 

9 in accordance with the provisions of The Administrative CQde of 1929 

10 (c) The Secretary of the department shaJl appoint three 11~istant 

11 directors satisfactory to tho Executive Director one to as.qist in matters 

12 pertaining to enforcement regulations nn<l records one to assist in mat-

13 ters pertaining to improving and maintaiuing of waterway f aciJiti~s and 

14 aids to ua,·igatiou awl ouc to assist in matters pcrtaiuing to cd11catio1rnl 

15 programs Each assistant director shall have a college degreo or cqui· 

16 yalent three years administrative experience and three years ship or 

17 motorboat experience A degree in civil engineering would be clc~iraulo 

18 for the Assistant Director for waterway facilities 

19 (d) On the recommendation of the Exccuth'e Director tlic board 

20 may designate and empower any qualified person as an enforcement 

. '. 
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l officer when the appointment oi such person is iu the best interest of 

2 sef\'ico Individuals appointed as- enforcement personnel should be quali-

3 fled through experience -or tridning and as a minimum requirement 

4 shonld have the United States (',oast Guard Auxiliary- certificate as 

6 insf>4?clor examiner or its equivalent 

6 (e) -Evcr.v person designated to enforce the provisions of this act 

7 shall when in uniform -or <'arrying other means of identification have 

8 the authority to stop and board any ve~el subject to this act for the 

9 purpose o{ inspection or compliance with this act and is empowered to 

10 issue a summons for appearance in court or before a magistrate for all 

11 violations of this act or of the rules and regulations pre~ribed here­

l 2 under which they may witness Provided That any vessel lying at its 

13 r<'gular mooring or berth shall not be boarded without the owner's per-

14 mission or a legal search warrant Vessels of enfon~ement personnel shall 

15 ho marked to identify them as enforcement personnel 

16 (f) Any power duty or jurisdiction conferred or imposed by this , 

17 act shall be deemed to be supplemental to any existing power duty or 

18 jurisdiction conferred or imposed by law on any other administrative 

19 department board -Or commission of the Commonwealth over upon or 

. 20 in any waters of this Commonwealth and it shall be the duty o:f every 
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1 such dC'partnHmt hoard or cornmission to coopl1 rnt<• with 1lw lio:ml nl\ll 

2 Executive Director in t·arryiu~ out the pmpuli('S 1..1( tl1h: nd 

3 (g) The services of other 1lcpartmc11t:> of tl•l' Cornmo11\n'alth 1)r 

4 Pennsylvania mny he usrd LJ tl1c Exc(:litirn l>hcdul' to 1H:1·0111pli~li Any 

6 The various departments and commissions shall coopornto to t110 maxi· 

7 mum extent that is feasible 

8 (h) The board shall have nuthorit_y to i11nttAmnto n l'Omprchcnah·o 

9 boating safety and boating <'<lncationnl pl'ogrnm olHl to f.<:ck tho cooporn· 

10 tion of organized boatmen the FctlC'rnl g°'·c1·nnwnt nrnl other states 

11 The board may issue safety certificates to adults nnd minou who com· 
~l;:.i-.; ~~~-si:.'l;~i··J-:~·f.<: . 
~~·~·--· \~ ~+ ~ ,-~ ... ,,,..~ .. :--·~-.·:' \ 

] 2 plete comses in boating Foafoty education 

11 Scdiou 18 lfo•po~ition of Fees etc (a) .:\II certitkate5 foes tine;; and 

lt penalties collected or recci,·c<l under tl1c provisions of this act shall ho 

11 paid into the State Trcasmy tlll'ough the Department of RC\vcnuo an1l 

18 credited. tu the Boating Fund of tho department for the use of tho board 

1'1 All disbursements from said fund shall be only for the purposes of this 

18 act 

19 (h) EffeetiYc two year~ afte1· the enactnwnt of this net the hoanl 

to :;hall see to it that not more than fifty per centnm of the receipts shnll 
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1 be u~t·tl for the- C'llforccmeut and administration of' this act exclusive 

I of the cost of cNtificafiilg :rnd numbering The remaining receipts shall 

8 U(' clelin1 red to the board for use in improving waterway facilities and 

ii for 1m <'fTectivC' educational program 

5 (c) The Lonni is nuthorir.cd to make reasonabio rcimbursements-

6 to the Departnll'llt of Hcvcnul' for its services in the administration of 

7 this art 

8 8rct io11 rn 011~1 nwti ng Oflk('r in t11<' Execution of Pl'ocess 'Vho-

9 (WC'r kuowiugl.'· wilfoHy m11l forcibly ohstrnds resists or opposes any 

10 ofHl'C'l" or otl1C'r p<.'1--snn dul,,· :rnthoriz<'d in Rernng 01· attempting to 

11 senc~ or C'Xt'clllt"' Hll)' lrgnl protl'SS or ordor or in making a lawful arrest 

12 or :u•sault~ or beats any officer or person dnlJ· authorized in serving or 

13 ex<'cuting au.\· s11rh 1<.'gnl process or order or for and because of having-

14 served or executed tho same or in making a lawful anest or rescues 

15 another in legal <>usto<lr sliall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall 

16 upon con\'klion thereof be sentencetl to pay a fine not ex<'e<'ding on& 

17 thousand dollnl's ($1,000.00) or to undergo imprisonment not exceeding 

18 ono year or both 

19 Srction 20 Penalties (u) Any person who violates any provision of 
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sections 5 6 '; 9 10 11 and 13 Of. any mle Or l'eguJafion made pUl'RU~llt 

to thi:s net with the cxcc11tiou -0£ secti01i il (a) shall for the first or 

second offense upon com·iction in a smmnar.v proceeding comml'nceJ 

before a magistrate in the county where the alleged violation occurred 

he sentencc<l to pay a fine of not le~1 tlrnn ten dollars ($10.00) nor 

more than fifty clollars ($50.00) and ro:;ts of p1osecution and in default 

of payment thereof shall be sentenced to undergo imprisonment for 

not more than thirty days and for a third and subsequent off cnse within 

three years from the <late of the first off ensc shall be guilty of a misde­

meanor and shall upon conviction thereof be sentenced to pay n fine of 

not )('ss than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than three hundred 

dollar:; $300.00) or to umlergo imprisonment not exceeding one year or 

both An~· pel'Sou who violates section 11 (a) of thi~ act ll'hall be guilty of 

a misdemeanor and shall upon conviction thereof be sentenced t-0 pay a 

fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) and/or one year imprisonment 

All summary proceedings under the provisions of this act shall 

be commenced hy affidavit made within six months after the date of 

:my violation before a magistrate within the county where the alleged 

violation occurred 

Section 21 Acknowledgment of Guilt Any person charged with 

_-, · .. : ···;.._ 
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1 ,·iolating an,r pro\'ialons of this act other than those designated as a. 

-2 misd<'mcanor may sign an ack11owJedgment of the. offense committed 

3 either boforc or after the beginning of prosecution and to pay any 

4 11uly nppoint<:>d nnJ autho1·ized officer of the board the minimum fine 

5 provided by this act together with costs accruing to that date Such per-

6 son slrnll 1·cc('i\'e a printed receipt therefor which shall bear the iil'tprint 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

of the sc>al of tho board which &lrn11 be evidence of full satisfaction of the-

offense c0m111ittcd ('Xccpt ns otherwise providc<l 111 this act The receipts 

nrc to IJC 1111111Lei:cd in a rnnnm•r prescribed by the board and each in­

(liritlual otlir<'r or orp;;rnization will llc accountable to tho board for the 

l'l•cdpts i:.-~11<'11 to tl1Pm Before :1elrnnwk1Jgi11g guilt the violator mmt Le 

furni:;;hcd with a written cxpla11ntio11 tl1;\t his acknowledgment is voluntary 

a111I that 110 rnay if he prefers have n hearing bcforc·a local magistrate 

Section 22 Appropriation nnd Hcimburscmcnt Tho sum of one 

li1rn1h<'1l t lio11.~m11l clolln I'S ($1on,ooo.00) 01· $0 nm ch thereof :1$ may Lo . 

necessary is hereby Appropriated out 0£ the General Fund to the Boating 

Fund of the department wl1id1 funcl is hereby created for the use of the 

boud in carrying out reasonable and necessary activities preparatory 

to the placing of this act into effect Provided That from the sum so 

appropriated the board shall reimburse the Department of Revenue for 
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1 -its l'C~SOllfilJ}e and Jll~CCSS~ry prcparn.tory activities prinr to the effective 

2 

3 

4 

6 

~ 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

date ·of this act ~\nd provided further That in addition to the_ sum so 

nppropriatC'1l to the Boating Funcl of the 1lepartmc11t si.tch sum~ as may 

be collected through the registration 111111 nnrnlJering of rcs.scls or other­

wise prior to the effective date of tliis net arc likewise ~lppNpriate<l to 

the Jfoating Fund of the tlcpartmcnt In order to rcimlmr:::o tho General 

FmHl for as much of the appropriation licrPin HHHlc as is us{'d for tho 

pnrpo:-cs hl'rcin aforcE-ai1l re la tin'! to t1il' a1lmi11i:::fr:lf ion :md enforce-

men t of this act the ~11m of one hn111lrccl t ho11s:1111l 1 lollar:' (~ l 00,000.00) 

or ~o much thereof as may he nccc:;$ary shall he trmisf PIT<'<l from tho 

Boating Fuwl of the dcpnrlmC'nt to t}lC' Gt•1wrnl l•'11rnl in :;111•1i amounts 

:md at such times as the department with tlil' npprornl of the Governor 

shall direct. Such transfers shall be made by tltc Stnto TrC>asurcr upon 

warrants of the Auditor Gcncrill upon rclpiisition of the bonr<l Tho 

moneys in the Boating Fund of the <.lcpartmcnt m·c hereby specificall,v 

appropriated to the board for transfer from time to time ns provided 

in this section 

Section 23 Repeals The following acts or parts of acts are repealed 

(1) The act of June 5 1913 (P L 439) entitled "An act regulating 

the operation of motor-boats and providing a penalty'' 
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1 (2) Tlw ad of April 2·1 Hl2fl (P J, 653) entitled "An act regulating 

2 thr operntion of ct>rtnin Loats upon lakes wholly within the Common-

' 3 wealth b.v rnwiring- the m(' of light.~ on an boa~s at certain hours" 

4 (3) Tho act of May 28 1931 (P J_, 202) entit1e1l "~\n act pro,·idiug 

5 for the 1ice11~i11g mid r<'gubtiozi of motor bunts operated or navigated 

6 upoH :rny puhlic stremn ari.i6cial or natural bod)~ of water or non-tidal 

7 waters of nny l'in·r within the Commonwealth- coiiforring powers and 

8 imposing- t.luti<'s on certain -police officers and tl1c Board of Fish Com-

9 missiouer.5 incl11<li11g the t·nforcment of certain existing laws and pl'C-

10 scl'ibing penalties" 

11 (4) 'l'lw act of )foy 1G Hl-l5 (P J, 5!l1) entitled "Au act to add 

12 ~C(!liou one poiul ouc to the net npprnw<I lhc twcnt_Y-cighth 1la~· of 

13 )fny oue tltom:aud uiue Jmndrc1J thirty-one (Pamphlet J.aws two 

14 hundrctl two) E'ntitled 'An act JffOYiding fo1· t]ie liccnsiug and regula-

15 tion of motor boats operated or navigated upon nny public stream arti-

16 fieial or 11atura] body c.f wafer or non-tidal waters of any l'iver within 

17 the Commonwealth conferring powers ancl imposing duties on certain 

18 police officers and the Board of Fhih Commissione:rs inelu<ling the 

19 (~nforCC'lti('llt of ('Crtain C'xisting law,-; awl prescribing peualties' by 



216-Printer's No. a2 

1 further limiting the <lpcratfon of motor honts on certain w1tters" 

2 Section 24 Saving Clause 'fhis ad. 8hRll not re:peA1 or modify any 

3 of tlie provisions of the following- uds or parts .of RCts or anr of theh' 

4 amendments · 

5 (1) The act of April 20 1945 (P I, 282) entitled "An act to amend 

6 subdivision five of the compact contained in the act approved the fifth 

7 day of June one thomand nine hundred thirty-seven (Pitmpltlet IAws 

8 one thousand six hm1dred sixty-four) entitled 'An act to rntif y and 

9 adopt a compact or agretinfont negotiafe1I by commissioners •lcsignated 

10 by the Governor of the C~~onwealth of Pennsylvanitt and commis-

11 sioners <ksign.ated by the Governor of tho State of OMo relative to tho 

12 development use smd control of the P,Ynrn.hming T,ako nnd the State 

13 owned land surronrnling said fake for fisl1ing bunting recreational ati1l 

14 park imrposes' so as to permit on 1}01·tions of saiu Jake the operation of 

15 boats equipped with motors of six horsepower or less" 

16 (2) The act of June 19 1953 (P L 270) entitled "An act to p1·ohibit 

17 operation of boats having a developed horsepower rating in excess of 

18 ten on Canadohta Lake in Crawford County'> 

19 (3) The act 0£ October 22 1955 (P L 721) entitle.d "An act pro--
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1 hibiting operation of boats having a :manuf actu.rer's horsepower rating 

2 _ in OX('ClllS of seven and ono-hal£ on Quaker Lake jn Susquehanne C-0unty'' 
. !; 

3 Section 25 Effective Date This act shaH take effect hnmediately 

We oertify that thit bill bu paaaed the Sen~w and the &uiJe of 

Repreeentative~ 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• If •••••••• 

Obief Olerk, &Date-

...... 'I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

President pro tempore, Senate 

........................................ 
Speaker, Houee of _Repreaenta.tivee 

Approved The ••.•...• day of . . . • . • . • • • • • . • • . . . • . . . A. D. 1961 • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Gcn-eraot' 
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