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THE GENERAi,, ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYI .. VANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 212 Sel;sion of 

1 9 6 1 

J ~'l'HODUCEI> BY ~IH. )le)! ENA)fIX, FEBHUAHY H, HHil. 

. 

HEFEHHED TO CO:\Dll'l"l'J•;g ON I.OC.AL GOYEHN:MEN'l', 
FEBHU.AHY H, l!ltit. 

AN ACT 
( 'l1:rngi11g the mctho.l of reda:::sif~·ing <"it it'-" of the sl'cond class A upon 

a cl••(•n•a"" i11 JIOl'Ulation m1tl1ori7.illg retention of {'Xi~tiug classi-

tit·alinn :rnthorizi11~ c>lcdin11,; and 11t'r111itti11g s<'lr..tion of a form 

,, 
of 1'ity go\·PrnmP11t in :;1H·l1 1·a~Ps from a111011~ !"evcral optional 

The Gc>Heral Asscml1ly of the Commonwealth of Pcnngylrnnia here-

liy cllaf'ts as follows 

!aPl .. uunoN-OAPITAL L!:'M'ERS lnd1C6\.e new matter added to bill. Mat«r ~ &MeQCll 
Is to be om.rtted from bill. 
Undenoortng lndlcat.es new matter added to exl.stlng law. (Brackets] Indicate ma.ti. 
1trteken from aziating Eaw. 
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S<><'tion t -Whe1icwr the popnlatiun of an:l city of the second clns.<\ 

A h:ii- rl'~rJ·e~rd to n figure helm~, the rnh1imun~-fix~d for- th~t c1~5sifi­

ration the comt of quarter sessions of the county in which the '.city is 

lorntcd 8hall upon petition of fifteen per cent of the r('gi!.'ltercd voters 

of the city appoint a chartn ('.Ommk~ion to ~tmly and make rerom· 

mendations on the adoption of a fonn of city govurnmcnt 

SC'ction 2 'fhc <'hurler commission rn appointed shall consist of not 

lel'S than nine nor morn than fifkcm ml'mbers wl10 shall bo qua\ifi('d 

l'k<'tor::. of thl' dty Tn <wcry case nt kust three members of _the cl1artcr 

cornmi~sion shflll he 1'ppointcd from among the members of city coundl 

Section :3 The drnrtl'r commisi-ion sliall orgnnize and function in 

accortlrrnce with the provisions of tlw Optionnl Thircl Class City Charter 

Lrn· aml in so for :1~ the snme arc applirablc shAH exercise tho same 

powers n11cl perform the s:nnc duties as are conferrcll or imposed upon 

charter commissions elected under the pro\'isions of the Optional ThirJ 

Class City Charter J,aw 

:Members of the charter commission shall serve without compema· 

tion but shall he reimbursed by the city for their necessary expenses 

incurred in the performance of their duties The city council shall ap­

propriate reasonable sums of money necessary for such purpose and 
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l for tlie work of the ,.Jrnrtrr commi~ion n~ (novi1kd in tl1c Optional 

2 Thinl Clnss Cit.)· C}wrtcr I.aw 

3 'l'hC' dwrler l·ommh~si1)n shall report its rccommcmlntions at the 

4 time n111l in t11e mnnnrr prnvitlrd in the Optional Third Class City Char-

5 trr I.aw In its report tho cliartcr commission shall recommend retention 

6 of the C'xisting classification or adoption of the commission form of go\·-

7 crnmcnt or adoption of one of the optio11al forms of city governmrnt 

8 providr(l in the Optional Third 01nss City Charter J,aw 

'.. I> 
9 Section 4 "'Hhin five da)'S after the el1artcr cornmh>sion reports 

10 its recommendations the city council shall certify a' c-0py of the com-

11 missions report to the county bo;~rd of efoctions which shnJl cause tl10 

12 question to l>c p1ace<l upon tl10 ballot or· voting machines at such time 

13 as the commission shall in its report specify Tho question shall be sub--

14 milted to the electors in the manner and at the time provided in the 

15 Optional Third Class City Charter law and shall lie framed by city 

16 <'-ouncil 

17 Section 5 The county board of elections shall make return of tho 

18 vote cast on the question as provillcd by law If at such election the 

19 electors have voted against retaining the existing classification or have 
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1 vo tc; l in fa ,·or of adopting the commirsiou. f ornt of goYcnnnent or hn. Ye 

2 Yntcd i11 fa ,·or nf n1lopt ing one of tho optional founs. of go,·crn11w nt 

3 J>rO\idcd in tho Optional 'l11ir<l Class City Charter I.aw the) dty ~hnll 

4 . bccmnc a eity of the third c1ass arnl shall he goYcrnc<l under the n\r -

5 propriatc vro\'isions ~f the Third Cla8S City Code or the Optional Third 

6 Clas." City Charter J,aw The trarn:ition to a new form of govm·nmcnt 

7 i-hall take effect a::. llrovidl'<l in the Optio11al Thinl Clas.~ City Charter 

8 

9 Whenever by the returns of any such election it shall appear that 

10 a majority favor retention of existing classification or there is a ma-

11 jority against the 1li1Tcrcnt form of city goYcrnmcnt recommended by 
. •.-

12 the charter connnission the city shall rct ain its existing classification 

13 anti no fmtlwr proceedings slrnll he hail an1l it shall he unlawful to 

14 hold a not her election on tl1e question in suC'h city 

15 8C'ction () The act. of ·,June 25 18!)5 (P L 275) C'Htitle1l «An net 

16 tlh·iding the cities of this State into thrrc classes with respect to thdr 

17 population :mcl 1lesignating the m0tlc of as<"crtaini11A' a11<1 d1a11gfog tho 

18 classifi<.'atiou thereof in arronl:mcc therewith" is rcpcak.l m ~o far as 

19 it is inconsistent with the p1·oyisions of this act .. 
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We certify that this bilJ bas passed the Senate and the &uee of 

Representatives. 

............ ' ......... ~ ................ . 
Chief Clerk, Senate 

.......... " ............ " ............... . 
President pro tempore, Senate 

411 • • • • • I • • • • • S • • • • • e • • e • • e • • I • • • • " e • • • e • • 

Speaker, House of Repreeentatives 

Approved The ••••••.• d&y of • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A. D. 1961 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Governor 

212-S,V-2 


