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Tll'C OBNBRAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 229 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

I :\THOIHJCED B\' ~I E8SHS. WEINEH A~D SEYLER, 
~'EBHUAHY 20, 1061. 

HEFEHHED 'l'O COMMl'ei'J~J<: ON ELECTIONS, 
FEBHUAHY 20, HHH. 

AN ACT 
.A11U'1ttli11g lliP lll'l of ,Ju1w :l l!l:l7 (Pf. 1:3:J:J) 1'11titJc,l ".\11 act conrcrn-

rio11s th1~ uo111i11atio11 of l'a111litlates prirnar.r arnl cJection cxpc11scs 

( '011111w11Wl';iltli 1·011rf~ <·01mly l111anl~ of I' led ion:; co1mty com-

i11g l'f'\'i~i11g a11d l'nm:olidati11g tlw law~ relating thereto :rn'l re-

~JIATIOJC--0AP1TAL LrrTJmlJ l.ndics~ DIY m&"- ldded to bill. )Lt.tier Nt1lrM ....... 
S. '° ~ omlUed tMAa bUI. 
~ WU.'411 DW natter~ to~ Jaw.~} 1.nd1oa\9 a&"­
-~ b'OB eDft&DI law. 
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tl1orizing as:-istallcc in voting to be ·give1\ ahscntC'C electors 

The General A&<embly of the Commonwf'nlth of J>ennsy1nmia 

hereby C'nucts as follows 

l ~ccti<m 1 Section 1218 act of June 3 193'1 (P L 1333) 'known a:i tho 

2 "Pcnnsylv,mia Eledion ('ode" is amcn<lc<l to r('a<l 

3 Sectiou 1218 Assh1tancc in Voting 

4 (a) No voter shall he pcnuittcd to rc<'eivc nny assii;tnn<'C in \'Oling 

at an,r primary or ekdio11 unlc:>s there is rccor<1<'<1 upon his rc>gistr1ttion 

6 l':ml hi::;; clcclnration that he><'nu~c of iHitcnwy lw i~ unablo to rC'acl tho 

7 rnmwl'\ on tl10 hallot or on the voting machine labcJs or that ho lias a 

8 ph.yi;;i<'al cli&1hility wlti<'h r<>nders him m1alJJc to sec or mark tJ1(: ballot or 

9 operah~ the voting macl1i11e or to enter the voting compartment or vot-

10 ing 1111H'hi11c hootlt without a1'~iRtancc the exad nature of such tlisnhility 

11 hPiug rccorckd on ~lll·h H'gistration c•:ml nllll n11lcs~ the elrction otlicer:J 

12 nr~ ~ntisfi<'d tltnt he still suffers from t11c same tlisal1ilily Before ho 

13 
shall he 11crrnittcd to rN•civc assistnnc<> rneh vot<'r shnll stah~ 1l_isti11ctly 

14 
a111l nwlilil)- 11rnlcr oath or anirmntion whieh sl1nH lie :uhninisten·cl to him 

16 
hy the jwlgc of elec·tion tl1c r<'arnn why he rcquirl"'s assistance In tho 

16 
case of any ahscntcc elector such oath or nfl!rmation shall lie a1l111in-
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·t· iS"tcrcd. to. the absentee elcct~r Ly any person qualified to administer an 
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n•l!h or nflirmation 

(h) Any dcl'lor ex1~cpt an ·absentee elector who is ei1titlc<l to receive 

a~istnucc i11 voti11g urnlt.•r the provisions of this section shall be 11er-

111itll'll L.v t11c judgl' of ell'ctiou to select R registered elector of the elec-

1:•m district to enter the voting compnrtmcnt or voting machine booth 

with him to assist him in voting such assistance to be rendered insi<le the 

voti11g compartml'lll or voting 111ud1inc booth Any absentee elector who 

i~ entitletl '(o n•cci,·e assi~tlllll'c ln ,·oting under the provisions of this 

section may selcd any person to assist him in \'oting such RSiistancc to be 

rcconll•d on a form furni::.lil'1l h_y thC' county board of elections and sent 

to the H'rretar.Y of sueh county board with tho absentee ballot in tho 

llltltlllC'r othC'rwi;:e prnvidc1l Ly this act 

(c) In every l'ase of a:'si:itaucc u11Jcr the provisions of this section 

tlu .. jutlge of eh1 l'lio11 :;!tall forthwith enter in writing in a book to bo 

furni;:he1l hy tit(' eo1111ty ho:ml of C'lcctions to he known as the rccortl of 

U:'~isll'tl vott•rs (I) tlte \'oter'~ 11amc (2) a statement of the facts which 

cut itlc him to n•1'l1 i rn as:-ii.;,t:rnce nwl (:3) the name of the person furnish-

iug t lte as~i:;t :uwe Tlw re1~nr1l of nssistccl voters shall be returned Ly the 

judg<' of elcdio11 t1l the count.\· l1oaril of elections with the other papers 
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1 as herebrnfter pro\'idccl and ~aid coimty board ~JAJI pcnnit the same l-0 ho 

2 c:rnminc1l only upon the written order of a jurlgc o{ thl~ court of common 

3 pleas ,Provided however That such record slrnll be subject to supocna to · 
- . -. 

the ~:lllll' exknt to whid1 oth<.'r clcdiou rt·eords nlRy he subpoenaed An1l 

5 1mwidcd further That the county elcl'lion board shall permit any r<.>gistra· 

6 t ion <.'ommis;';ion to examine an)· rec•H·ds of aS8istcd vote rt\ without n 

7 court order in onlct· tlrnt the rcgh.tration commission may asc.crlain 

8 whether electors who have decl:lrc1l at the time of rcgistrnti()n their 

9 nccil for assistanc<:> nctnall~· rlid 1·e(•eiw n::~istmwc whC'n voting at any 

10 election Subjcd to all other provisions of thh• sul)scction the absentee 

11 l'lcdor's name the statmncnt of the foC'ls which <intitl~ ltim to rf'r('ivc 

12 · u~$istirncc :md the name of the llcr.son fnrnhhing the nssistnncc ~hnll Le 

13 Patcrctl in a hook known :ls the rcconl of nssistcd vot<>rs by the county 

14 hoard of clcclion:; 

15 8c1·tion 2 The urt i::> amP111lcd hy a11tling after section 1305-B a new 

16 

17 8C'ctio11 130il-Rl Al1s<>ntcc Elector:; Hcquiri11g As~istnnrc Any nh-

18 sc11tcc elector rcqniri11g- awl nutlio1·iz<>1l to rccch·c n~~ist:rncc for the 

19 n:asons statccl in sccfion 1218 of t]1is :wt in l'<'~Rrcl to innhilil_:\· to rra1l 
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1 ~ce (If mark the ballot shall cause the forms and information necessarz 

2 to be inserted thereon to be placed with the marked ballot in the first 

3 envelope descriOOI in subsection (b) of section 1304-B and sealed in tht? 

4 f•nvdoe: with the marked ballot 

5 Section 3 This act shall take effect immediately 

We certify that thia bill hu puaed the Senate and the HoUM of 

......................................... 
Ohief Olerk, Senate 

........................................ 
President pro tempore, Senate 

........................................ 
Speaker, House of Representative. 

A flf'l"•l\'11<l 'fho . . . . . . . . day of •.....•.•.•....• , ••••. A. D. 1961 . 

.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " .. 
Governor 
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