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TBB GBNBRAL ASSEMBLY OP PBNNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 240 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

INTRODUCED UY MR B:EJ,J,, FEBHUA HY 20, 1001. 

HEFEUUED 'fO CO:MMI'lvrEE ON STA'l'H OOVJ<~RNMt~NT, .. 
FEBRUARY 20, 1961. 

AN ACT 
To promote the welf arc of tho people of this Commonwealth creating 

The Port of Chester Authority as a hoity l!orporato and politie 

with power to acquire constmet mnintain ond opcrnto projects 

for the improycmcnt and development of tho port district and 

to col1cct tolls fares foes rcmta]s irn~l clwrgc:; for tho uso thoroof 

. ' defining its powers and duties authorizing tlte issuance o( hand~ ' J. 

for ioai1l authority 1lcli11i11g tlw port 1\igtri<'t tlrnl grimting tho 

right of rmincut clomain wit11iu the port district 

b7UNU'ION-0APITAL LE'ITERS lndlca.t.a n6'W matt. 1Mld6d to blll. MMt« Mrl~ ......... 
la to be omitted from bill. 
Undersoorlng l.ndlcates new matter add~ to ut.stfng law. [BrM:'teta] lndloe.l41 matt. 
.-trlcken trom Q\attnr 111.w. 



· · 'the Ucnernl XS.s~r~bly of the Conunonwealth of Pmmsyh-auia 

~croby enacts as follows 

1 Section 1 As used in this act · 

2 
,-: 

( 1) "Port district,, means all tl1e territory within the city limits 

3 of Chesler 

4 (2) "Authority,, means The Port of Chooter .Authority and when 

5 required b~· tl1c context tho board constituting the governing body 

6 tberrof in clinrge of its property and affairs 

7 (3) "Member,,_ me1rns a member of the gon1rui11g body of The 

8 Port ·of Chester Authority 

9 ( 4) "Terminal" includes any marine motor tmck railroad and air 

10 torminnl also any coa] grain and ]umber terminal and any union freight 

11 and otl1cr tcnuinnls used or to Lo USl'(l in connection with tho trans-

12 porfatiou of passengers ancl frcig11t ancl equipment materials and sup-

13 plies thQrofor 

14 (5) "Tmnsportation facility'' and "facilities for transportation of 

l~ 
passengers" include railroads operated by steam electricity or other 

16 
power rn pid transit Jin C's motor trucks tunnels bridges airports boats 

17 
ferries cadloats lighters tugs :floating elevators barges scows or harbor 
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ctdt of any kind and a.ircraf t and equipment materials and · ~uppliea 

therefor 

(6) "Terminal facility'' indu<les wharves pie ts slips ·ferries dQcq 

drydocke ship repair yards bulkheads dock wall& basins carfloata· ftQat· 

bridges dredging equipment radio receiving nnd sending stations grafn 

or other s~orage elevators warehouses oold st-0rago tracks yards sheds 

switches e-0aneetions overhead appliances litmker c-onl oil and fresh 

water stations markets and overy kind of terminal storago or supply 

facility now in tiso or hereafter designed for use to facilitate passenger 

transportation and for the handling storage loading or unl<>ading of 

freight at terminals and equipment matcrinls and suppli('S therefor 

(7) ''Transportation of pHE:~c>ng<•rs'' nn<l "pn~engel' transportation" 

means the transportation of vasscngcrs by railroRtl or other facilities 

(8) ''Hapid transit system" means a transit 11ystem for the trans­

portation of passcmgers express mail and baggago hy rnHrond or other 

facilities and equipment materials and supplies therefor 

(9) "Project'' means any improvement betterment facility or stnic~ 

ture authorized by or undertaken 1mrsuant to this act to bo constructed 

erected acquired owned or controlled or otherwise underlnkcu by the 
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1 autb9rity "Project»· shall not iucln~e und_crtakings for l>Urpo~s . de-

2 ooribed in subsections (2) (3) ( 4) (5) and (6) of section 2. of ~qis n~t 

.8 . . . (10). "Railroad'' mea1~s rajlways oxtem.ions ~hereof tunnels sup-

' . : w_,ys · Qridges elevat~ structu~es tracks poles. wires . conduits . power-

.G .. h~uso~ substations lines (or the transmission of power carba~s sho~s 

6 , yards· sidings turnouts switches station and approaches thcm~to can aml 

.'1 · motiYe equipment 

8 · (11) "Bridge" and "tunnel" includes such approRch highways a~d 

9 interests in t:cal pro})(Jrty ncc<'.ssary thorefor as may be detennined ~y 

10 .the authority to Le necessary to facilitate the· flow of traffic in tlie 
• • 1. ~ 

11. vicinity of. a bridge or tunnel or to conned a bridge or tunnel with 

12 tho highway system <n other trnfilc facilities in the C1,-0mmonwealth 

13 Provided that tho power and authority herein granted to the authority 

14 to construct.. new or :ulditionnl approach highways shall not be exer-

15 dscd unless and until the Department of Highways of the Common-

16 wealth of Pennsylvania shall have £led with tl1c autl1ority its written 

17 approval as to approach llighways to he located in i:;aid C-Ommonwealtl1 

18 {12) 'f}'adlity'' includes a11 worb buildings structures property 

19 appliances and equipment together with appurtenances necessary and 

. . "' ' .. . .. . . . .. _,, 
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l convenient for thE:l property construction ,equipment. ml\intenance and 

2 . operation of R facility o_r f acllitics or- any one or more of_ them 

3 (13) ''Personal property11 inl'ludes c.hoses in action and. an other 

j property now commonly or IE.'gally defined as p<irsonal property 'or 

5 whieh may hereafter be so defined 

6 (14) · ''l...easo'' includes rent or hire 

7 Section 2 There ia herP.by craated a body corporate a.nd politie 

8 to be known as The P<>rt <>£ Ohe.~ter Auth<>rity (horeinafter called th6 

9 '~authority") which shall cons~itute n public oorp<>ration instrum~h· 

10 tality in the CommonwrJtlth of Pennsylvania for tho foUowing pubfoJ 

11- purpo!;Os anrl whil·h shall be dc<'nu.'<l. to bo exercising an essential gov· 

12 crnmental function in efJectuating such purposes to wit 

13 (1) The. improvement and deveJopmcnt o{ the port district for port 

14 purposes b.Y or through the ncquisition construction mairttcnance or 

15 operation of any and all projects for tho improvement and development 

16 of the port district for port purpo~cs or directly related thereto either 

17 <lirectly by purchase lease or contract or by lease or agreement with 

18 any other pubJic or private body or e-0rporation or in any other manner 

19 (2) Cooperation with all other bo<lies interested <>r oone-0rned with 

20 or affected by the promotion de\·clopmcnt or use of the port district 
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. 1 . :(3) .The procurement from the government of the United Btate.s 

2 of ·any consents whicli may bo requisite to enable any project within 

.. S . its· powers to. be carried forward 

4: . (4) The promotion of increased passenger and freight commerce 

5 and for such purpose the publication of literature and the adoption of 

6 any other means as may be deemed appropriate 

· 7 · .. (5) To study and make recommendations to the proper authorit.ies 

. 8 for the· improvement of terminal lighterage wharf ago wareho11.se and 

· 9 other facilities necessary for the promotion of conuneree from and'· to 

10 ·.the Port· of Chester 

11 

12 

13 

14 

. : · (6) Institution through its oounsel or such other counsel e.a it shall 
: .. ~ 
,,~ 

designate or intcl'Vcntion in any litigation involving ratc;is preferences 

rebates or other matters vital to tho interests of the Port of Chester 

('1) Any other functions which may be of benefit to tho Common-

15 . wealth of Pcnnsylv1mia in so far as concerns the promotion and develop-

16 mcnt .of tho Port of Chester and tho uso by commercial vessels of its 

17 facilities .Notice of nny institution of or inte1·vention in litigation shall 

18 be given promptly to the Attorney General of the Commonwealth of 

19 Pennsylvania and provision for such notice shall be made in a resolu-

,•.· 

JI 
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1 tion. autl1orizing any sHd1 i11tcn-cntion or litigation 1uul shall ho inc-Or· 

2 porated in the ruinut<."S o{ tho authority 

· 3 Section 3 The authority ~hnll comist. of (\lcmm members who _shall 

• be citi?.cns of the CommonwC'alth o{ Pc1111syl\'nnin nnd who shall serve 

5 without compensation 'l'hrco of the members shall be nppoiutod by the 

6 Mayor of tho City oi Che~tcr for the terms of five. years from citizens 

7 rc8idiug in tl1c City of Ohcstrr Thrc~ o{ tlw memhl'.rs ~hnll ho appointrd 

8 by the 0Jiairn11rn of f11C' Connt~· C'om111is1'im1rr~ of the Connty of Dela-

9 wa.re for thl' f<'Mil~ of fl\'o ~·rAr11 Crom dth:cms rl',.c.iding in t11e County 

10 of Dl'lnwitro 'l'hrl'C' otlwr tnl'ml1f'r~ flhnll hc> :ippointe<l by the Governor 

11 of PC'nt11'yl\'1'111in for thf' ft'nn~ of flrn ~·Pnri' from ~itizens residing in 

] 2 the County of l>l'lnwn ro 

13 'J'hc A111titor O<'nrrnl 111111 tho Stnto 'J'r('n~urcr of t1ic Commou-

14 WC'altlt @hnll ('X·ollMo h(! ll\f't11hrr~ of t1w nuthority N1ch hiwing the 

15 privilege of Appointi11g n l'(•prcscntali\'c who shnH be n citizen residing 

16 iu tho County of D£1lnwarc to scrrn i11 liis place nt nny meeting which 

] 7 he <lot's not attcrnl personnll.r 

18 All mcmhC'r~ ~hall t'o11ti1111c to J101rl oflkc aftc>r the C:\l>ir~tion of 

19 t11c terms for which they nrc appoi11tc1l or clcctctl until their respective 

20 sncccssors ore n1ipoi11tcd nwl qualify hut no pcrioil duri11g which any 
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-
l member shall hold o,·er shall be deemed to be a~ (\Xtonsion of bis tcnu 

2 of office for the purpow of computing the date 011 which his sucw~ 

3 &0r's term expires 

Section 4- (a) For the effectuation of its authorized pu.rp<>ees the 

authwity is hereby grantrd the following powers 

6 (1) To have perpetual succe~ion 

'l (2) To sue and be sued 

8 (3) To adopt and uso an official seal 

9 (4) To elect a chairman vice-chairman secretary a~d treasurer and 

10 to adopt suitable by-laws for the management of its affairs Tho secre-

11 tary and treasurer need not be members of the authority 

12 (5) To appoint hire or employ counsel and sn<'h other officors and 

IS sn<'11 agents nnd emploJes as it may i·cquirc for the performance of 

14 its duties by l'ontrnct or otherwise and fix and determine their quali· 

16 fl(•ations duties and c-0mpensation 

16 (6) To enter into contracts 

17 (7) To acquire own hire me operate and dispo;;c of personal prop-

18 erly 
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· 1 (8) To acquire own uee · lease operate mortgage and di&pose of 

t teal. property and interests in real property and tO make improvement& 

·3 thereon 

' ({)) To grwt by franchise lease or otherwise. the uso of any prop-

5 crtv or {aciJitv owned or controlled by the aut.horitv and t.Q mak:o 
• ti' • - .... 

6 charges therefor 

7 (10) To borrow money upon its bonds or other obligations either 

S with or without security and to make enter into and perform any and 

9 all such ~ovenants and agreements with the holders of sueh bonds or 

10 other obligations as the authority may determine to ho rieces..~ry or 

11 desirable for the security and payment thereof including without luni-

12 tation of the foregoing <'Ovenants and agreements fls to tho manage· 

13 ment and O}X'ration of an.Y propert.y or fodJity owned or controlled by 

1• it the tolls rents ratl's or other charge~ to ho established levied made 

15 and collected for any use of any such property or fac.ility or the appli· 

,, 

-, 
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1 · ootion use and dfaposition of the proeecds of any bonds or other obli· 

gations of the authority or the proceeds of any· such tolls rcrits ratrs 

3 or othc>r c11argca or any other revenues or monoys of the atithority 

4 . (11) 1'o exercise· tho right. of eminent. domain within the port. 

dietriet 

6 (12) 'fo determine the exact location system irnd character of ancl 

7 all .other 1imtters in connection with any and a11 improvements or fa· 

8. cilities which it may be authorized to own construct establish effectuate 

9 oporatc or control 

10 (13) To excrC'isc aH other powers not inconsi:-tent with the Con· 

11 stitution of Pcnn~ylvania or of the Uniter] State's which may be rcawn· 
' . . 

12 ably ncc('ssary or incidental to the effectuation of its anthorizcrl llllr· 

]3 poses or to the cxrrcisc of any of the forf'going powers except the pow-

14 er to levy taxes or as5essments and gcncra11y to <'xercirn in conncetion 

15 "ith its propcrt,:r and affair~ an1l in connection "ith property within 

16 itg contrnl an_y an.l all powert' which might lJe exercise.I by a irntural 

17 pcr:>on or a private corporation in connection with similar proper!)' 

18 and affairs 

19 (14) To arqmrc purchase construct lease operi1te maintain and 

20 un•Jert<lk<' nny project including any terminal terminal facility trans-

- ' ' l - . - -· - . , . ... - :. . - . ' . 
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1 portalio~ faciHt.v or any other facility of cozpme,rce and tQ make 

2 charg~s for the use thereof 

.. 
3 {15) To make expenditures anywh~re in. tl~c Uniteq Sta~e~ and 

foreign .~ountrics ._to pay commissions and hire or contract with, experts 

and cousultnnts and othonvise to do irnlircctly anything which the an-

6 thority may -.do directly 

7 (b). Tho authority shall also have sud1 additional powers 'as may 

8. 11crc-nftcr be delegated to or imposed upon it from timo 'to timo by 

9 acr of· T..egislaturc 

10 Section 5 It is the policy 1md intent of the I..egislature -0£° tho C<im-

11 monw.ctilth of Pennsyh-ania that t110 vowors granted by this a.ct shall 

12 be so pxercisod thnt tho American system of free competitive private 

13 enterprise is givc,11 full consideration and is maintained and furthered 

14 .:fn making its reports and recommendations to the I-cgis]aturc of the 

15 Commonwealth of Pennsylvanin on t11c need for any facility or projoct 

16 which tlw auth0rity believes slionld he undertaken for the promotion 

17 and development of the port district the authority sholi include therein 

18 . it~ finding~ wl1ieh fully set forth that the facility or fnd1itic~ ()p.eratcd 

19 by pr_i..,atc nnterprirn with ~he port district nnd wl1ich it is intcndc'1 

20 shall be supplank<l or added to inc not ndcquatc 
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1 Section 6 The effectuation of its authorized purposes by- the au-
', 

2 thority is and will be in all respects for the benefit of the people of 

3 the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for the increase of their commerce 

4 and prosperity and for the improvement of their health and living con· 

6 ditions and since the authority will be performing essential governmental · 

6 functions in effectuating said purposes tho authority shall not be re-

7 quired t<> pay any taxes or assessments upon any property acquired or 

8 used by it for such purposes and the bonds or other securitiea or obli-

9 gations iMued by the authority their tranafor and the income theref ro:m 

10 (including any profits made 01i the sale thereof) shall at all times be 

11 free from taxation within the CommonwMlth of PennsylvMia · 

12 Section 7 To the end that tho City of Chester may not suffer 

13 undue lo$S of tax revenue by reason of the acquisition and ownership 

14 of property therein by the authority the authority is hereby authorized 

15 and empowered in its discretion to enter into a Yoluntary agreement 

16 or ngree,JUents with the City of Chester whereby it will undertake to 

17 pay a fair and reasonable sum or sums to compensate the City of Ches-

18 ter for any loss of tax revenue in connection with any property ac-

19 quired by the authority other than property acquired for bridge tunnel 

20 or passenger transportation purpo~es Any such payment or payments 
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1 which the authority is hereby autllOth~('d and <'mp<>wcred t-0 make MAY be 

. . .. , ~ 

2 made on au annual basis i'n whidt rasc the payment or payments shall 

3 not be in ox<:ess of the amount of tho taxes upon the property ~hen last 

~· asscescd prior to tho time of its. acquisition by the authority or such 

·-5· paym~nt or paymenti\ may be made in a lump sum or sums or over a 

6 stated period of years as shall be agreed upon by and between the .auth· 

:7 ority and' tho Ciiy 0£ Chester. Tho City of Chester is authorized and 

8 empowered to enter into euch agreement or agreements with the auth· 

·.9 ority to accept tho payment or payments wlJich tho authority is herein 

10 authorized and empowe,r('d to make. 

11 Section 8 'fhe authority i:;.holl make annual reports to the Governor 

l 
12 and J,egislRturc of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania setting forth in 

13 detail ifs oporations and tr1111silctions nllfl may make sur.h additional 

14 reports from time to tilllc to the Oo\'crnor all(l J.cgislature as it may 

15 deem desirable Copies thereof shall be available for public infomrntion 

16 and use 

] 7 Section 9 This act sha11 tako effect immediately 
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We certify that this bill hu puaed the Senate and the Houae of 

................. " ...................... . 
Ohief 01&rlr, &nat.e 

.... " ................................... . 
President pro tempore, Sm.ate 

. ' 

............ ' ............................ . 
Speaker, House of Repl"&lentatiftl 

Approved The .•...... day of ...................... A. D. 1881 • 
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