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THE GBNBRAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
Ho. 246 Seuion of 

1961 

L~TRODUOED BY in:ss1~s. \\'AUE, lll'~LT,, CO:\FAln A"ND 
1\J~f,U~H, J•'HBHUAHY 20, 1001. 

'. 

HEFEHHED 'l'O CO~DI l'J"J'EE ON ELEO'l'IONS1 

PI~llHUAUY 20, 1061. 

AN ACT 
AmcmJiug the act of Juno 3 1037 (I> J, 1333) entitled "An act. concern-

ing elections including g<mornl municipal special and primary clcc-

tious the nomination of candidates primary and election expenses 

mul clcctiou contests crcati11g and dcfi11i11g rncmbcr~hip of 

county boards of elections imposing duties upon tlio Secretary 

of the Commonwealth courts county boards of elections county 

commissioners imposing pcnnltics for viohtion of the act. anll CCH.li-

f ying revising and consolidnting the fows relating thereto and re-
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· pe111i11g c~•rlain acls nml pal.·ts of acts rc1ati11g to c]cctions" au· 

thorizi11~ l'C'l'lnin wives nml dcpen<lents of i1ersons in the actual 

military scn·icc of tho United· States to cast absentee ballots 

withont being registerecl and enrolled as clectots 
I 

Tho OC'11crnl Assembly of the Conuuonwenlth of Pennsylvania 

lll'reLy cirncts ns follows 

1 Section l The definition of "absentee elector" in section 102 Part 

2 1 of section 1:i02-B and section 1304·13 al'.!t of .June 3 1937 (P I, 1333) 

3 k1rnwn a~ tlic "Pl•nnsylvania Election Code" added January 8 1960 (P 

4: T, 2135) nro nmcrnkd to rend 

5 Section 102 Dofi11itio11s Tho foUQwing wordR when us<"d in this act 

6 shall have tho following meanings unless otl10rwirn clearly npparcnt 

7 from the context 

8 

9 (y) 'The term "absentee elector" slrnll mean any qualified elector of 

10 this Commonwealth properl.v registered :md enrolled who (1) on the 

ll occurrence of auy e]ection is unavoidably ab~ent from tho county of his 

12 voting residence by reason of his duties business or occupation or who 

13 (2) 011 the occurrenc-0 of any election is unable to attend at his proper 

.14 polling plac-0 by reason of illness or physical disability but slrnll not in· 
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1 · elude a "qualified elector in actual militnry Sl'l'\"h~c" or a "qualified b<'d-

2 ri1hleu or hospitalized ~;ctcrnn" as defined in this section or any person 

3 committed to and con tined in a penal institution or a mental institution 

~ 4 The term "absentee elector'' shall include the wife or dependent of a per-

5 son iu actual military service of the Uuitcd States when such wife or 

6 dependent is a qualified clecto1· of this Commonwealth and is absent from 

7 county of Yotiug residence on the occurrence of any election by reason of 

8 accompanying such penwB in actual milihny service to his place of dutz 

9 Such wife or •lcpcndeut ncc<l not be registered aud enrolled 

10 8cC'tion 1302-B Form of Application Certifieate and Declaration 

11 The county ho:ml of t1 lcctio11s shall prepare and have printed a fonn 

12 all three parts of which shall be printe<l on one side Qf n sheet of paper 

13 11ot. larger than eight and one-half inehcs by thirteen inches as follows 

14 Part 1 Applieation for Absentee Ballot (Voter complete two c-0pies 

15 of Part 1 and deliver both to the chief clerk <'Otmty hoard of elections 

16 in :yom county) 

17 I declare that I rc:iide at ...............................•. 

18 (post offirc adch·css of applicant) in the ....•....•..............•• 

19 ........................ ,. . . . . . (voting district or precinct) of the 

20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (city borough town or towrt~ 
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1 ~11i1l) itl • • • -. • • I It • It • I It 11 ·.:'~ It It ,I • It It It I It .... It It I I It • • I 1 I Countv Common-.. 

2 \wahl1 of Pl'1111s.\·h;1rnia tlrnt I am a fogistered elector entitled to Yote 
£I 

S thl•rcin nt tho next election that I am registered as a ......•... ; .• 

• • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (if primary election give party 

5 l·11rollmL·11t othenvi~o leave blank) arnl that I hereby apply for an official 

6 nl1:-:u11tco hallot fol' the l'<'fiROn that (1) I expect to bo unavoidably absent 

7 fom1 l'ai<l ('Ollttl~- on tho ,fay of s1wh election because of duties occupa-

8 ti1111 or h11l\iill 1::s (2) I expect to be unabl<:> to attend my proper polling 

9 pince 011 tl10 1fn,,· of sn<'h election bel'aHsc of iBness or physical disabiJity 

10 on the a1l\'icc of my physit•ian who~c Rignature appears below (mark out 

11 the• r<'n::.on llllt npplic·ablo) 

12 

13 (Date of signature) (Signature of applfoant) 

14 I dcclaro that I hasc advised app1i<.'ant as stated above 

1.5 Send ballot to ............•........................•.....•... 

16 (Fill in if applirant is in hospital or confine.ti uway from rnsidence) 

17 

18 (Signature of physician) 

19 (Required only if i·eason (2) is not 

20 markecl out in application above) 



5 Printer's No.--257 
1 IC not registered and curollctl tho wifo or dependent of a person in 

2 tho actual military service of the United States may in the above ap-

3 plication givo J>arty prcforcnco in lieu of stating registration when 

applying for an absentee ballot to bo cast in a primary election 

.5 ·~ * * 

·6 Section 1304-B Issuance of Oflicial Absentee Ballots :Envelopes and 

7 Cnrtiflcatcs Upon dclin•i·y to him of an application for an official absen-

8 tee haJlot as prescribe;} by ~eclion 1303-B tl1c d1ief clerk of tho county 

9 board of elections shall comparn the i:;ignaturc and yofing residence of 

10 the applicant upon such app1ication with tho signnture ancl voting resi-

11 deuce of ap11licant in tho pcmrnncnt registration rccor(ls of tho board of 

1.~ registration commissioners and if ho is satisfied that applicant is entitled 

·11 to vote as stated in tho appli<.'ntion and hns 110 reason to bcliovo to tho 

·14 contrary he shall enter in ink on tho appropriate district register in the 

·us the p1ace provided. to signify tho applicant's having voted at the election 

-19 the letter "A" and ho ~lrnll sign Part 2 on hoth the original and dupli-

·11 cate of the application nnll he shall hnntl or mnil to tho applicant the 

:18 :following 
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1 (a) Onu otlkinl alJ;;:cntee ballot which s}1a1l l1c in the ~ame form as-

2 n·gular n111l ollicinl ballots except th:lt it slillll he printed lipou blul)" 

3 papN awl :::hall lm\·c printc•l on the bat•k thereof in addition to any other-

4 rnnttcr now rcquiretl by law tho words "Official Ab~entcc Ballot" 

6 (b) .A gummc1l cnwlopc approximating the size known commercially 

6 a~ number six nwl thrce-qrnnters witl1 tho wonls "Oflicial Ab:scntce Bal-

7 lot" pri11ted upon it and nothing else Such enevelope is hereafter re-

8 ferrcrl to as the first eucvelopc 

9 (l') 'l'hc orighrnl of t110 fol'm prcscrihed by :;:cction 1302-B Parts 1: 

10 1111<1 2 of wliich shall have hccn completed as nforc~aid 

11 (d) A gunnnC><l cnevclopc approximating the si7.e known conmrnL ... 

12 doll)' M mnnber ten on w11ich tht'ro :;:liall Le printed as nddrcssec the· 

13 name 1m.l pcl~t offi<'<' a11d1·eAA of the county board of elections and in tho· 

14 upper }rot corncl' the words "Al1sentcc "Elector" Such emTclope is her~-

15 affN •·efcrre1l to as the second envelo11c 

16 (c) 'Vhen application is made for the official absentee ballot by the 

17 wife or rlepen<leut of a f.t('J'SOu in actual military service of the United 

18 ~lks when such wifo or dependent is a qualified elector but is not regis: 

-

19 krec.l or emolled the <'hie£ clerk need not compare the signatureg and 
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1 . addreS.Ses as required above Lcforo con1plyiug with the 1novisions of this 

2 ~ection 

We ~rtify that this l1ill hne pe~se,\ the 8enate And the Houe of 

Repreeentatina. 

• ••• ' t I t •• I • • • • ' •• ' • ' • ' e t ' I ' II • t • I ' I t I e t t 

OhJef Olerk, 8enAte 

I I I I t I t I I I I ' ' • " e ' I " I " I t t I I ' I t " t • ' ' ' t t I " t 

Prtsiden\ pro tempore, Senate 

.............. ' ........................ . 
Speaker, Houee of Repr.-entatin1 

.Approted ne ........ day of .....••.•...••••.•••.• A. D. 1081. 
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