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TBB GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
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INTRODUCED BY MESSRS. \V.EINEU, MUI.LIN, DONOLO\V 
AND SILVERT, FEBHUARY 20, 1961. 

REFERRED TO COM:MITTEK ON ELECTIONS, 
FEBHU.A.RY 20, 1061. 

AN ACT 
Amen<liug the act of :March ao 1037 (P L 115) entitled "An act to 

}lrovidc f vr tl1c pcrnuu1cnt personal registration of electors in 

cities of the first class as a comlition of their right to vote at 

t>lectiorn' and priminies and their enrollment as members of 

political p:nticg as a furthn condition of their right to vote 

at pl'imarics 1ircscribi11g certain procedure for the conduct of 

clectio11s and primaries and the chaHengc and proof of quali-

til'i1tions of eleclors anti preEcrihing the powers and duties of 

citizeug parties hotlies of electors registration commissions 

Enl.ANA.T[ON--OAPITAL LETI'ER51n.d.lce.te new ma.tter e.dded to bill. Ma.\t,.c.r ~~\IP 
.la to be omitt-ed from blli. 
Underaoorlng lndl~tes new matter e.dded to existing la'N. [Braoketol] l.nd1oe.t.e ma.tw 
•trlekeo from eclstl.ng l&w. 
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commissioners r<'gistrars inspcct-0rs of registration and other 

appointees of registration commission electfon ofticors munioi· 

·pal officers dcpartment.s- and bureaus police officers courts judges 

prothonotarics sheriffs county commis.sioners peace officers county 

treRSurcrs county c-0ntrollers registrars of vital statistic.:; real 

cstato brokers rental agents certain public sen·ice companies 

persons firms and corporations operating vchides for moving 

furniture and household goods and boards of school directors 

and imposing penalties" authorizing registration and change 

of party cnroJlmcnt. by persons who nrc sick or physically dis­

abled 

The General Assembly of tho Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as foHows 

1 Section 1 Subsection (n) of section 17 act of March 30 1937 (P I~ 

2 115) kno,vn as "Tho First Class City Permanent Registration Act" 

3 amended Mny 25 H)5G (P L 1740) is amended to re~vl 

4- Section 17 Days and Hours of Ifogistration Places of Registration 

5 Use of Polling Places Payments of Rentals Use of School Buildings 

6 Public Notice 

7 (a) The commission or any commissioner cmploye or derk assigned 
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1 for that purpose 8hall at. tho main ofllc.c of the commission during 

2 
. . 

ordinary business hours and <luring rnch additional hours ns the com-

3 miS8ion shaJl from time to time prescribe on each day and on such 

4 days and during such hours as the commission may from timo to tirnc 

5 designate at other offices in the city which the commission shall from 

6 time l-0 time have power to establish and discontinue except Sundays 

7 
. . 

holidays the days hcrei1,iaftcr provided for the registration of electors 

8 in the districts or wards the day of eadt election <lllll each pmnary 

9 the fifty days next preceding each general municipal and primnry 

10 election and the thirty days ~icxt following each election and tho 

11 five days next following each primary rccch·c personal appli<'.,.alions 

12 from persons wl10 claim that they arc entitled to he registered as 

18 electors of the city and who appear for registration Provided how-

14 ever That in l'ase of R special election within a certain district (con-

15 grrt1sional senatorial or reprrsC'nfati\'C) held on a day other than tho 

16 day oi a primary general or municipal election the registration of 

17 electors shall be discontinued in the wards comprising such district 

18 for the period of thirty-five days prior to and tl1e five <lays next 

19 following such special election In each year the commission may also 
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when it oonsiders it nec<>&.~c'lry for the C9nvcnicnc~ of the electors pro­

vide one or more placC's of registration in each or any ward of the 

city at whiCh two or more registrars as the commission may deem 

nec~s.."Rry shall be present to receive personal applications from quali­

fied electors_ of tho city who claim that they are entitled t-0 be registered. 

which registrars shall be present thereat between tho hours of seven 

antemeridian and one postmeridian and between the hours of four and 

ten postmeridian on such days as may be selected by the commission 

which shall be not more tltRn sixty days and not. less than fifty days 

prior to any general municipal or primary election Provided further 

however That With r('spect to auy person who shall become n citizen 

of the United States on a day subsequent to the !lixtioth day prior to 

nny election or primary hut at lC'llst one month prior to the day of such 

election or primary the commission or nny oommissioncr employc or 

clerk assigned for that purpose shall rec,eivc perso11nl applications fr<lm 

such person if he or she is otherwise qualified at the office of the regis­

tration oommission until the thirtieth day prior to such election or 

primary during ordinary business hours except Sundays holidays and 

tLe days heroinbeforc provided for tho registration of electors in the 
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1 districts or wards The commissfon upon rcceivi~ the ltigned eetiti<m 

2 of a perS-On statinL{ that he is ill or phy6ict1.lly disabled shall require 

3 any suc,h registrar to visit the residence of and receive such an appli-

4 cation for registration as en elector {rom the person wh<> booause of 

6 illness or physic.al disability is unable_ to ap~ar in peraon at the main 

6 office of the commission or other plaoo for peraonal application to .be 

7 re.gist~red a.s an elect-Or 

8 * * * 

Section 2 Subsection (b) of section 30 of the act amended June 5 

10 194'1 (P L 413) is amended to read 
,. i 

11 &ct ion 30 Change of Party En rollmcnt Notice Change of Enroll-

12 ment of Politfoal Party Caneellatfon .of Party Enrollment Persons 

18 Suffering Disability after Registration t-0 Have Fact Recorded Can-

16 * * * 

16 (b) At any time except the fifty days next prewding the primary 

17 election aml except the thirty days next following an election any 

18 person who desires t-0 change his party enrollment or who although 

19 registered has n-0t hitherto enrolled as a member of a pal'ty shall ap-

JO pear at any oflice of the commission or before the registrars in his 
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l - -ward or di.strict and sign tho change_ of party enrollment notiec con· 

2 tainb1g the information required by s_ubsectfon ({l) of thls SEX)tion stat-­

a · ing the designRtion of the political party in_ which he desires to be 

4 onrollo<l Provided however That no registered elector wall be per-

5 milted t-0 change his party cnro11ment between any primacy arid the 

6 f0Howi11g golioral or municipal election nor more than once between 

7 any November <>lcction n111I tho followillg primary t'lection · UJ>On poti· 

8 tion of a 11oraon who is Ill or phy~ically disabled the oommiS-sion shall 

9 require exoopt during tlio Al><>vo cx<'cptcd £Oriods of time a registrar 

10 to visit tho homo of t110 ill or dbnblC'd pnrson to pcnhit'. the· ·signing 

11 by sue.Ji person of tho cl1ango of pn1·ty cnrolln\cnt notice containing 

12 tho informAtion othorwiso i·cqulrcd Ly this subsecti~ The cmnrnis-

13 sion shall c.au.w tho signnf urc thorcon to ho compared with the signa-

14 turo on the gcuoral And di11trict rrgisters and if the signatures ap-

15 ~ar authentic shall cntor tho change of l'nrol1mcnt of political party 

16 in tho registers unless such elector is prohibited from changing his 

17 party enrollment as aforesaid 

18 Section 3 This act shall take effect immediately 



Printer's No.-270 
We oort.i.fy that this bill bu pu&ed the Senate and t.be Ho\118 of 

Repreeentativee. 

........................................ 

........................ ,.,, ............ . 
Pl'Nldent pro tempore, B.natit 
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Speaker, Hollie of RepreeeutaUTM 

Approved The ...•.••. day of •.•••..••..••••••• , • , , A. D. 1801. 
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