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TRB GBNBRAL ASSEMBLY OP PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 266 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

I~THODUCEU -BY :\lESSHS. l>ECIIAN,. HA WBAKEH, 'VAHE 
AND SHAFEH, FEBHUAHY 21, tOGl. 

HEFEHHED TO CO~DtlTTEE ON l>UBLlO HEALTH AND 
WET,FAHE, FEBHU.AHY 21, 10G1. 

AN ACT 
A11w11di11g the act of ,June 2·1 Hl:J7 (P I. 2051) ~ntitle<l "An net rclat-

to t·(•rrain 1·lns~es of Jll'rso11::1 dc>sig11ntl'd nml 1lcf111ed as dependent 

t·liil<ln•11 ngrd pt>r::o11~ l.Ji111l pcr;;orni nrnl other 11ersons requiring 

rtdief provicli11g for tlw admi11istmtin11 of this net by the De-

pmtml.'11t of Pulili<' ,\::;si::;ta1H'(' arnl c·ounty hoards of a~sist:mcc 

1let·chy N<'at<·(l for this p11q10!'e :111thorizi11g the Ikp:utmcnt of 

P11hli1• As.'i"tanf'e to cooperate with anti to accept a11<l disbur;;c~ 

-----
Xxn.uunolf-----OAPITAL Lln'TKRB lndJe&te n('W mr.tter t.dd~ io blll li&~ "'41111•• ......_,.. 
I.a io be om1"4d frOQl blll. 
Und~ fnd'<eM n~w matter added to exattnc law. (Bracbte] lndJCG\e -...ttcll 
~-en-cr:om ........ law. 
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mouc.r!\ n·cci\'cd from the United States Oo\'crnmcnt for assis· 

,' 

tnncc to such persons providing for the liquidation of the Stato 

Emergency Hclicf Board Boards of Trustees of tho :Mother~' 

Assistance }'und and Uoards of Trustees of }>ension Fund for 

the Blind and repealing laws relating- to mothers' nssistanco 

pensions for the blind old age assistance and tho Stato Emergency 

Helicf Board" ro\'ising tho act further providing for aid to de~ 

pendent children aud the placing of such children in suitable 

homes setting standards for suitable homes and establishing cbil-

drcn's centers 

The General Assembly of tl1c Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hrrcby enacts as follows 

l Section 1 Scctiou 2 act of Juuc 2·1 Hl3'i (P L 2051) known as 

2 the "PuLlic Assit:tauee I.aw" amcmlcJ ~fay 15 Hl56 (l' L 15'13) 1s 

4 f;cctiou 2 Dofiuitious As med in this act unlc~s otherwise imlicatc1l 

5 (1) ".Assistance" means assistance in money goods shelter medic:~I 

6 eare work relief or sNvices provided from or with State or Federal funds 

7 for indigent persons who reside in Pe1111syh·auia a111l uccd assistance to 
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) rirovide for thcm~chcR and their depcrtdcnfs R decent and healthful 

2 standard of living nnd for indigent homclcs3 or transient persons Thf' 

3 word assistance ~hall he constrnrd to include pt'mions for those blitHl 

4 persons who nrc cntillt•d to pensions as provided in this act nnd to include 

5 also burial for those indigent pcrso1rn wbo were receiving assistance at 

6 · the time of their <lcath The word assist1rncc shall also be construrcl to 
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include i;uffieicnt fiuancial as~ietanco to ('1rnhle phy.sicnlly diEablcd per~ons 

who r<>qnirc nnniing home t'Ul'C as JHCscrilw<l hy responsible physicians to 

sccnrn adequate nursing home cRre oven though the rate of such assistance 

may be gr<>ntcr than the usual rnlc of aF.sisfancc to persons who do not 

lH'l~<l nursing home cnrc 

® "General Assistnncc" means assistance provided to personi~ ('n­

titlcd under tl1is a1..·t to nssist::mcc other than dependent children aged pN-

sous Llind persons and di::~aLlcd persons 

(:.JL "Loe::il Ho:ml" means any county hoard of l1Ssistancc cstablisl1C'd 

under tlw provisions of this act 

{4-) "Agr1l person" means ni:y person who (i) is si~ty-fivo years of 

age or more (ii) is uot at the time of receiving nssistance nn inmate of 

a puhli·~ institution and (iii) lrns not con\'eye1l or transferred his real or 

personal property of the value of fiye lnmilrcd <lollars ($500) or upwards 
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1 witl1out fair comitleration within two lea rs preceding the date of making 

2 ~1ch app1iention 
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(5) "Blind pcrson11 means one who (i) is twenty-one years of Rge 

or more (ii) has three-sixtieth or two two-hundredths or foss normal vis­

ion (iii) is not receiving any other assistance during tho period for wh~ 

he is receiving assistance as a blind person (iv) fa not an inmate of any: 

prison jail insane asylum or any other pnb1ic reform or correctional in­

stitution The pension of a blind person shall bo seventy dollars ($70) per 

month Provide1l That any blind perS-On with an actual inoorne of two 

thoni:iand ciglit hundred eighty dollars ($2880) or upwards and any 

hlind person having (i) r~al property with an assessed valuation of over 

fh·o thomnn<l dollars ($5000) or (ii) personnl property with an actual 

Vl\lno of over lire tl1ou~and dollnrs ($5000) or (iii} a combination of real 

n1ul Jl<'r1io11nl pn\pNty with R total valuation of over five thousand dol­

lnrs ($!>000) the \':thrntion o( the real property to be determined by its 

n~~<'i-sNI \'nlnntion minus cneumbranres the valuation of the personal 

propt•rfy to lie 1lctermined by its actual value is not entitled to such pen­

~ion The intcrc>st of a blind person in any property owned by the en­

tireties slrnll ho decme<l to he a one-half interest And provided further 
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1 Th.at. where, a ~Hnd person has an income of less than two thousand 

a .eight hundred cig~dollars ($2880) per y~ar the pension shall be fi~e~ 

3 in such amount so that the C()Inpincd income and pension shall not ex-

4 cecd two thousand eight hundred eighty .dollars ($2880) a year No per-

5 son shall be denied a pension because of the fact that he or she is not a 

6 citizen of tho United States 11_1 the event that any act of Congress pro-

7 Yiding .Fc,deral aid toward pension for the blind requires the r43cipicnts 

8 t-0 be citizens no such }'Nlcral nitl monep shall be expended in tho pay_: 

9 ment of pensions to non-citizens hut surh person shall receive pensions 

10 out of the moneys appropriated bl this Commonwealth 

11 (6) "Disabled person" means ono who (i) is between the ages of 

12 eighteen and sixty-four inclusive (ii) is_ permanently and totally disabled 

13 and (iii) is not at tho time of receiving assistance an inmate of a public 

14 institution 

15 (7) "Removed person" means any children who at tho time they are 

16 rrrciviuA' as:'istoncc arc at tho clircetion of tho conrt removed from the 

17 home of their natural pnrC'nts any other hlood relativrs induding hnlf-

18 bloocl ndoptirc parents or thorn ncting in loco parcntis and placed in foster 

19 homrs or d1il1lrC'n's honws nrnintnine<l hy a t•ounty institution district or 
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- 1-- for n i)oriod not t'Xcceding tlirco months for the-put-poses of aJjustmcnt. 

2 i111d lime allowanco for tho county i11stltution clis"trict to obtain snilablc . - ~·~~-

3 - foster homes in a recei~·ii1g center for children whicli is not maintained 

4 by the Slate or by a county institution clistrict but which is e.ubjeet to 

5 tho jurisdiction of the Department of l'liblic 'V elf are 

6 - ·. '(S) "Other eligible persons,, mean persons who aro citizens of tl10 

' 7 UnitC<l States and nil ali~ng who ha\'O within two years previous to 

8 January 1 10-10 filed their dcc1aration of intention to become a dtizen 

- 9 -and who arc not inmates of a public institution at the time of receivins 

10 assistance 

J 1 ' (n) "Suitable homo" means a homo wherein food clothing slwl tcr 

12 and a moral ntmospliero in confornurn<'o with tho accepted standards of 

13 tho con1muuity arc nrnintaiucd for a child or children Provided howover 

14 ThRt tho hirth of more than two children to an unwed mother shall 

15 crcato a rrbuttable prc;':umption that tLc habitation maintained by h£>r 

16 i-; not a suitable 11onw 

'-; 17 · (10) "E11umemlc1l rclati\'c" mcaus father mother grandfather 

18 grandmother brotl1cr l'istcr stepfather stepmother stepbrother stepsister 

l 9 uncle or aunt 

20 Thr. mal'cnlinc pronoun i11clur)C'~ the feminine 
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1 Section 2 The li~·.st parngrnph of section fl of the act amended August 

2 22 1053 (P I. 1361) is amended to read 
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Section 9 Eligibility for Assistance Hcsidence Hcquiremenls Any 

· p('rson r.csiding within this Commoh~vN11th.shall hereafter be entitled to 

rccC'ivc public assistance ns provided by law wit110ut regard to the period 

of time ho or she has resided therein and tho Dopartriicnt of Public 

Assistance shall grnnt assistance with.out rcgil.rd to t110 period of limo 

1111y person sc(.'kiug public assistance nnd otherwise entitled thereto 

shall liani rcsi<kd within this State Provided however Thnt if the appli­

,·ant for pnLlic nssist:rncc has resided in Pennsylvania for less than one 

:.·car irnmctliatcly prcccdiug the t1ntc of making a1>plication for assistance 

irnch person slinll onJ,,· Ln t•11titktl to receive JJUhlic assistance if he or 

:,;h(~ wa~ last a rC>sidC'11t of a slate which by Jaw rc>gnlatiou or reciprocal 

ugrN'mcut with Pc>1msylrnnia grants public nssistnnce to a pcn:on who 

has residc(l therein for less than one year A child less than one year of 

age is considered as deriving residence from either (1) a parent or (2) 

othc1· rl'lnti\'c with whom he is lh·ing ns provided in this section Except 

as hcrcina ftcr ~pccitkally othcrwirn provided in the case of pensions for 

the blind all persons o{ tho following ~lasses except those who hereafter 
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1 ad\·vcatc aud actively participate by an overt act or acts in a movcml'nt. 

2 proposing a· change in the form of government of the United States by 

3 means not pro,·idcd for in the Constitution of tbo United States shall 

4 be eligible to receive assishmcc in accordance with tulcs regulations and 

5 standards established by the Department of Public Assistance with tho 

6 approval of the State Board of .Assistance as to eiigibility for assishmcc 

7 and as to its nature nnd extent Absence in the service of the Common-

8 wealth or of the United States shall not. be deemed to interrupt residence 

9 in the Commonwealth if a c1omi<'ile has not bce:n acquired oul$ido the 

10 Commonwealth 

11 * * * 

12 ~cction 3 S11hsccfio11s (a) (h) (c) (c.1) (cl) and (o) of section 0 of tho 

13 act amcrnlc<l August 22 Hl53 (P L 13tH) subsection (a) nmcH1drrl 

14 .Tune 28- Hl5'l (P ], 3U7) subsection (c) amcrnlcd December 10 Hl5fl 

15 (P L 1850) :md sulm•etion (e) addl'il September 1'7 Hl5!l (P L !ll2) 

16 aro 1·cpcakd 

17 Scdion ·l The net is amenclcd b;r aduing after S<'clion 0 eight ucw 

18 sections to r('ad 

19 Section D.1 .Aid to Dependent Children Suitability of Home of Ar: 

20 plie:mt Tlw local lioard sliall r!ctcrmine initially whether the home ()f 
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1 an applicant {~r ·aid to dependent oh~grcn meets th_c. standards of suit-- __ 

2 ability aa defined in this act Ani applicant whose home does not meet 

3 the 8tatutor,y standard of suitability shall be oonsidored ineligible for a~d 

4 to dependent children 

G Section 0.2 .A.pecal ~l Applicant from Determination of Unsuit.a.blQ 
I 

6 Homo Petition by J...ocal Jfoard or Department of Publio _,Velfaro UPo_E 

7 J><>tor111i11ntion o{ Unsuitable Home Any applicant who has been d~ 

8 l'lnrc'I liy tho local hoard fo bo incHgiblo for nid to dceendent children 

9 bc~auso of unsuitubi1it,r of the homo may appeal within five days to th~ 

10 pcpnrhucnt of Puh1io Wolfaro If on appeal by tho applicant the Depart-

11 11wnt of Public 'Volfnrc shall afllrm the decision of the local board that 

12 till' }iomo llf the npplirant is not a suitable home the Department o~ 

13 PuLJio_ Wclforo shnll file forthwith in tho juvenile court a dcpcnclcncy 

14 pQtitio11 ns to rtich ('hild If tho nid to dop<mdcnt children applicant takes 

15 _!:O lll_IP<'lll to tho Dcpar!rncnt of Public ·welfare from tho declaration of 

16 iueligiLility hy fl10 locnl board because of unsuitability of homo im-

17 ~i:iial<'ly after the expirntion of fivo days from the declaration of in-

18 _l!li~ihility tho local board shall filo a dcpendei1cy petition in the juvenile 

19 court. as to <'Mh child 

260-S\V-2 
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1 · Sc~tion 0.3 Aid to Dependent Children ProoLl.f. Re~ipient of Uec 

2 of .Fund~ and Suitability of Homo Tho recipient of 'each tr,tant of atd to 

3 dependent children shall be and hereby is required to present reasonable 
._'.. 

4 proof to the Jocal board as of ten as may be required by that board th~ 

5 all fmids received jn the form of an aid to dependent children grant ar~ _ 

. . 
6 being spent for the benefit of tho children represented in tho grant an~ 

7 tha-t tho home in which the children arc being maintainGd is· a suitable 

8 home within the meaning of this act 1'he local boarcl shall require such 

9 proof at least once each :year 

10 Section 9.4 Payments Discontinued Unless Proof Given Neither the 

11 local board nor the Department of Public "\Vclfnro sl1all authorize con· 

] 2 tinucd payments of public assistance grants to any recipient of aid to 

13 dependent children unless such recipient can prcsont rcasonablo proof 

14 that the :::aid grants arc being used for the benefit of tho chilc~t rcpre· 

15 scntcd in the grant and that tho home in which tho children a.ro being 

16 .!_naintaineJ is a suitable liomc within the meaning of this net 

17 Section 9.5 Department of Public 'Vclfare or Local Boar•l to l•'ilo 

18 Dependency Petition U110n Discontinuance of Grant for Improper Uso 

19 of Funds or :Mainten::mce of Unsuitable Homo If on appeal by rccipil'nt 
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1 the Department of Public 'V elf arc shall affinn the decision of the lo('al 

2 board that paymonts of public a8sistanc.e grants to ·any rccipienr of aid 

3 _!? der;ndcnt children ~hall be di$COnfinucd because the moneys' recch·11i 

4 · have· not been used for their· benefit. or because of the failu~o of the. re-

5 dpicnt to mnintnin a suitable home the Department of PubHc Welfare 

6 11hn1l fllc forthwith in the juvenile court a dependency petition aa· to each 

7 <'hild H the aid to dependent children recipient takes no ap~al to the 

8 Department of Public 'V cl fore from the discontinuance of grant by the 

9 lorn] hoard immediately after the expiration of fh·e days from the discon-

10 timrnnce of grnnt the 1ocnl honrtl shall file a dependency petition in 

11 tl1c .lll\'l'nilo court nR to each child 

12 Section O.IJ Juvenile Court to Pltll'O Dc110wlc11t Child in Suita\Jlc 

13 Homo If upon hcarin~ the dc1wrnlcncy petition the ai1l to dcpcn<l\'nt 

1 <1 <'hildrcn rcl'ipicnt or applicant ::lmll fail to prove that the moneys rerciwd 

15 ha,·c h<'<m \\H'(l for the licncfit of the chlidrcn rcpre;:cntcd in tho grant or 

16 tl1at the hmnr: in whi('h the ehihhc11 have hccn maint~inc<l is a suitable 

17 hoillo within the mC':ming •lf thi:; ad the jun•nilc comt shall remove tlrn 

18 ~~\hln'H frf>lll the hr•Jnc of the n'~ipi('nl or applicant antl may place them 

} fj l'ltht"'r in the homo of all)' CH\HHPril.lf'.l i·cJafiYC whose home meets the 
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1 requirements of a -suitable home or in a suitable fost-0r home or in I\ 

2 - regional children's ccntor During such J?laooment tho child 'lualiti.os a.a ~ · 

3 de£_enden~ child · -

4 Section 0.7 Former Recipient Applicant. or Any Enumerated Rel· 

5 ative may Petition for Return of Child A1!1... former r~cipiont oC aid•~ 

6 dependent children or any applicant for aid t4J dependent children troll'.! 

7 whom tho dependent children have ~en rcmo,·ed may petition tho juve· 

8 nile court for the return of tho dopcntlcnt d1ihlrc11 from tho homo of anl 

9 enumerated relative foster homo or regional .c11il<lrcn'e center upon tho 

10 showing of changed conditions and tho current nrnlntcnnnco of a suitab~ 

11 home Any enumerated rclath·o mll,L p~~ition tho j~1,·onilo l'Onrt for .Qi_! 

12 rctu111 of the depcndt>nt children from it foster }101110 or r£'gionaJ children's 

13 110me upon a showing that he C'an pro\'iclo 1\ suitnhlo homo for tho children 

1<1 Section 9.8 Esta~)1ishnrnnt of Childrc·n,s Centers 'l'horo is hcrcbl 

15 l'stahfohc<l i11 t11e western ccntrnl 111111 ('a:;tcm regions of tho Common· 

16 d wealth of Pennsylvania chilch·en's centers which slrnll provillo homes nn 

17 treatment centers for tho purpose of giving special cna·c treatment and 

18 training to dupcndcnt or neglected children Tho chil<lrcn,s centers shall 

19 be under tho general control and management of the Department of 

20 Public 'V elf arc 

. - - . ~ .. . ' . 
. . • . . ---l·' ' 
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1 Section 5 'fho act is a"mcndcd by adding after section 18 a now sec~ 

2 tion to read 

3 Section 19 Soverability If any provision of this act or application 

thereof is held invalid or is held by competent authority to be out of 

conformity with tho }.,cderal Social Security Act as amended such in-

6 
validity or non-conformity shall bo inoperative but such invalidity or non~ 

7 
conformity shall not affect other provisions or applic.ations of the act 

8 
which can ho given effect without the invalid or non-conforming pro-

9 
visions or application and to this end tho provisons of this act aro de-

10 dared to ho severable 

We certify that thia bill has passed the Senate and the House of 

Repre.sentatives. 

•••• I I I a I • I I I I I I I • I I I • I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Ohief Olerk, Senate 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I t I I I I I I I I I I I I 

President pro tempore, Senate 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I • I I I I I I I • • I • I I I I • e • • I • I • I e 

Speaker, House of Repreaentatives 

Appro\'cd The ........ day of ......•......•....••.• A. D. 1961 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Governor 


