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THE GENERAL ASSEl\IHLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE 
No. 316 

BILL 
Session of 

1 9 6 1 

JX'l'HODUCED BY ~LE~SHS. PECH.AX AND IOHHLEH, 
FEBHUAHY 28, 1961. 

HEFEHHED TO CO~DflTTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 
AX I> FEl>EIL\), HEL.\TlOXS, FEBHUAHY 28, 1not. 

A JOINT RESOLUTION 

Proposing an amendment to article five section eleven of tho Constitu-

tion of tho Commonwealth of Pennsylvania changing the justice 

of the peace and alderman system 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

lwrehy rC';;oh-cs as follow:o; 

l Section 1 The following amendment to the Constitution of the Com-

2 momvcalth of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance with the provisions 

llZJ'L.UU.TION-OAPI'l'AL LETTERS lndlcate new mr.tte.r added to bW. Mattei' Mrhlllaa ~ 
la to be omitted trom bill. 
~ lndlcatea new matter &dded to e:dsttng IAw. [Bra.okete) ~- m.-.. 
atrtcken trom. ex1atlnc l&w. 
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of the eighteenth nrticlo thereof 

That arliclo fivo section clo\'cn of tho Constitu-tion of the Com­

monwealth of Pc1111sylvunii\ Lo fllllt>ll<lcd to rcntl 

Section 11 (a) Excc11t in i>JiiJn<lclphin cnl'11 county sliall be divided 

by tl10 Court of Common Plcns into scparnto justice of tho peace or 

alderman districts {or cnch l!O\'CU thou~m1el ti\'o hundred inhabitants ac­

cording to tho Inst prccrding United Stntcg ccusus except that each area 

of ono hundred square miles e.lrnll have nt least one justice 0£ the peace 

or aldennan district A ftcr ca<'h cons us tho Court may create new dis­

tricts based on tho samo unit of popu1ntion or area nnd may change tho 

boundaries of districts In ench district there shall be one justice of tho 

pence or alderman who shnll bo chosen by tho electors of the district 

at a municipal election Rnd who shaU havo oxclusivo jurisdiction therein 

He shall havo been a resident of his district for at least one year next 

preceding his election Ho slrn11 hold offico for six years from the first 

·Monday of January after his election A vacancy in the office of justice 

of the peace or alderman shall be filled by the Governor 

(b) For services rendered in judicial proceedings a justice of the 

peace or alderman shall receive an annual salary of not less than $1,000-

nor more than $3,500 paid by the county and no other compensation 
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l<'ees fines and penalties received by him in judicial proceedings shalf bc 

paid into the county treasury for the use of the county unless othenviso 

provided by law 

(~) Until otherwise provided by law justices of the pence or alder­

men in nny c<mnty shall have the jurisdiction and powers of tho justiccd 

of the peace or aldermen in civil and criminal cases existing when tl1is 

amendment becomes effective 

(d) Rules of procedure for the conduct of their offices by justic('s 

of the peace or aldermen not otherwise provided for by law shall bo 

prescribed by the Supron10 Court of Pennsylvania 

Schedule 

That no inconvenience may arise from the change in the Constitu~ 

tion -of the C-Ommonwcalth and in order to carry it into complete opera­

tion it is declared that 

Justice of the peace and alderman districts shall be created and 

the salaries of justices of the peace and aldermen shall be fixed bef oro 

the first day fixed by law for tho circulation of nomination petitions for 

the municipal primary election next following the adoption of this 

amendment 

At the municipal election next following the adoption of tl1is amend-
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} u1ont a justice of the peace or altlcrman shnH be elected in <'ach 1liBtrict 

2 ThC' term of justices of tho peace mul aldermen in otllcc at the 

3 time of the a1loption of thie. am<'nrlmC"nt ~lrnJl continue m oflh-e until 

4 the first ekcti•m hl'ld hcrnundcr 

\\
1e certify that this bill has puscd tho ~cnRte and the House of 

Uepresentative~ 

.......................................... 
Chief Olerk, Senate 

....................... f ••••••••••••••••• 

Preeident pro tempore, Senate 
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Bpeakor, Hou..se of Repre96ntatiTM 


