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TTIE GENERAL.ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 342 

-
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IN'fRODUOED BY :MESSHS. SARHAF, DEVI.IN, PEOHAN, 
CAMIEJ.. AND DONOI~O,Y, MAUCH G, 1901. 

t .. 

REFERRED TO CO!IMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND 
'VELJ.'ARE, MARCH 61 1901. 

AN ACT 
Providing for the certification by the Secretary of Health of operators 

in responsible charge of water supply systems and water trc:tt· 

ment plants specifying the classifications of water supply system~ 

i.: and water t?eatment plants and the grades of certificates for 

operators thereof requiring that only certified operators may 

operate certain pl(l.nts and systems providing for revocation and 

suspension of certificates and providing for peualties and civil 

relief 

.. ~ . . · ... 
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The OcnC'rnl Assembly of tho Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

2 

3 Section 2 J>ctinitio11s 'l'lte followiug wonls a11tl plirn:3r$ wlll'n u:<etl 

4 in this act u11lc1.1s tho eontcxt clearly indi<'.'ntcs otherwise shall have 

5 the meanings ascribed to them in this tlcction 

6 (1) "Sccrctarv" 'fho Sccrcf nrv of Health of the Commonwealth . . 
7 (2) "Dc>pnrtmc>11t" 'l'lie Dc>pm·tnwnt of Health of the Common-

8 wealth 

9 (:J) '''rater Pnn-oyor'' Any agen~y of tho Commonwealth munk-

10 palit.v puhlic corporAfion ;)nthority prh·ate ~orporation com· 

11 pany firm partnership assoeiation institution estate or indi-

12 vi<lnal which deri,·es trC'ats Mnvcys 01· distributes water for 

13 potable 01: cl011wl"tic pmposcs to the public 

14 ( 4) "'Vater 8uppl~· Sy8tNn" A s,v:,;t('m compri8ing strndmes which 

:16 ope1·ating alone or with othc>1· ~trncturcs results in the derirn-

16 tion comteyance 01· distribution of water for potable or domes-
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tic purposes to the public this definition does not inclmle a 

water treatment plant 

(5) "'Yater Treatment Plant" .Any structure or structures-by 

means of which wRter prior to discharge into a wntcr ~upp)y 

system is subjected to tl1c addition or removal of a snbstauco 

or substances in order to enlrn.ncc the safety or suitability of 

t Jie W:l f('l" 

of 011e or more water supply s.ysfems or wafer treatment pJnnts 

whose duty it is to supenisc the safely and quality of tho wnter 

sened thereby 

("/) "Certified Operator" Any person who holds a valhl <.'<lrtiflcnlo 

in aceordance with this act 

Section 3 Administration The provisions of this act shnll bo ndmin· 

istered by the Secretary of Health 

Section 4 Duties of the Secretary of Health 'l'ho Scci·cr11ry of 

Health shall be empowered to receive and pass upon npplications for 

Certification of water works operators accordiug to tho Jllant classification 

scheme and the operators' grading scheme set forth herein to hold writ­

ten or oral examinations as may be deemed necessary to determine the 
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1 fitness of a candidate -for certification to issue certificates to revoke 

2 suspend or rciust!\te certificates after proper hearing to determine the 

8 number nnd class of water supply systems or water treatment plants · -

' which nrny be supervised by n single 1.:ertificd operator to initiate and 

6 rce<'i\'iJ complnints to oompel attendance of witnesses and the produc-
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tiou of books and records and to set up such administrative proccdurea 

ns are necessary to carry out the purposes of thh'~ act aml to mhn\nister 

tho provh•io11s of the act 

Tlie Sl'cretary of lf<'nlth $hall compile arnl ket>p currC'nt a roster 

showing the names nnd addresses of the water works operators certi-

fied under this act which shall Lo published at least once every two (2) 

.vC'ars Copies of thi~ roster fllrnll ho mnilc•l to each certificate holder 

and bo furnished tQ other persons upQn rcqut'st 

Section 6 Olnssilh·ntlou of 'V ntQr 'l'rcatment Plnuts and Water Sup­

ply Systems 

(a) "Olnss A" shnll mean nll wntor tr(lafment plants which serve 

All nvo1·ago of moro thnn ten million gallons per day pMvided 

thnt if tlltrntion is utllit.cd this classification applies tQ all such 

treatment pltrnts which servo an average of more than five 

million gallons pt'r dny 
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(b) "Class Il" shall mean all water treatment plants which servo 

an aycragc of between 5,000,000 and 10,000,000 gallons per 

day providell that if filtration is utilized this classification ap­

pli('s to all such wale_~ treatment plants which servo au average 

of hetwceu 1,000,000 and 5,000,000 gallons per day 

(c) "Class C" shall mean all water treatment plants which serve 

up to an average of five million gallons per Jay providc1l 

that if filtration is utilized this classilicnfion applies to an-su~h 

water treatment plants which serve an average of le~ than 

one million gallons per day 

(d) "Class D" shall mean all water treatment plants not covered 

h~· "Classes A B and O" and all water supply systems 

Section 6 Eligibility Requirements of Applicants for Certification ns 

Operators Any person applying for certification as the operator of 

a water supply system or water treatment plant shall have sucC<JssCully 

complet<'d at least the sixth grade and shall normally havo had at least 

the minimum number of years experience in charge of tho operation of A 

plant of the same or higher classification or in charge of tho operation 

during any shift or as a responsible assistant to the person in charge 

" .. ..... • .. 'I; • ._ .... -
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l of the operation as follo\vs Class "A" plant 12 years Class "H" plant 

2 10_ years Class "0" plant 8 years Class "D'' plant 4 years provided that 

8 (1) For suc~essful c-0mpletion of each grade above the sixth grade 

' the experience required above may be r'ednccd by six months 

6 (2) For successful completion of eaeh 'Vat er "T orh Short Comse 

6 

7 

8 

of at least thirty hours dltration or equivnlent which is ac­

ee>ptable to the SeeretAry the experience required above may be 

reduced by six montl1s 

9 (3) For the successful completion of each Corrrspondence Comse 

10 

11 

12 

in sanitary engheering or water supply treatment wliich is 

acceptable to the Secretary the experience required above may 

be reduced by one year 

13 (4) For ead1 year's successful completion of college courses in 

14 

15 

16 

chemistry biological science or other scientific subjects closely 

allied to the fie.Id of water treatment the experience required 

above may be reduc.ed by six months 

17 (5) For each year's successful completion of college courses in 

18 

19 

sanitary civil chemical or public health engin£>ering the experi­

ence required above may be reduced by one year 
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l (G) For rneh a1ln111cc1l collego degree in engineering choinistry or 

2 other scientific rnbjects closely allied to tho field of water 

8 treatment_ ~he experience required <lho,·c ·may bo rcduce<l. by 

' one year 

6 (7) For each year's experience as a sanitary c11gi11cet· in the field 

6 of water treatment the experience required above may be 

7 reduced by one year 

8 (8) Experience in the operation of water treatment plants of 

9 different classifications or experience in the design constmction 

10 or operation of water sewage or industrial waste treatment 

11 plants may be evaluated by the Secretary and applied to re· 

12 duce the minimum experience l'equiremcnts set forth 

13 (9) The holder of a restricted certificate granted under the pro· 

14 visions of Section 7 may apply for certification as the operator 

15 of a water works of the same or next higher plant classifica· 

16 tion without regard to the minimum experience and educational 

17 requirements provided in Section 6 

18 The reductions allowed by ·clauses (1) (2). (3) 'c4:) (5) (6) and 

19 ('1) shall not reduce the minimum required actual operating experience·· 

20 to less than the following 
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2 yeArs for 01ass "A" plants 

2 1 year for Class "B" 11lants 

3 G months for Class "C" plants 

4 Section 7 Uestricted Certificates Any pe1·son who at the time of 

O the passage of this act is employed as operator of a 'vatcr treAtment 

6 plant or water supply system in Pennsylvania as defined in Section 2 may 

7 make nppliention for a restricted certificate which would permit him to 

8 operate only tho p1ant or system in ,..,,hich he is employed at tlie time of 

9 tho p:i~ngo of this act notwithstanding the provisions of Section 6 The 

10 8ccrclo1·y of JfonltJ1 slrnll issue sn<'h restricted certificate without ex-
, . 

11 mninntion upon mbmission of an app1iention and vayment of tho required 

12 fco 

13 No npplica tions for restricted certificates may be made to tho Sec-

14 rctary of Health after two years from the effective date. of this act No 

15 J'Cstricko ccrfiflC'at<'s sl1all be issued in respomc to applicatio11s received 

16 after that date 

17 Section 8 Certification Exa.mination aml Issuance 0£ Certificate The 

18 Secretary of Health shaH cause written or oral examinations to be made 

19 by such persons and at such times and places as he my specify for the 
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1 ptirposc of determining tho qulifications of eligible npplicnnts for ccrti-

2 fication as operators of water treatment plants arnl \\'Oler supply sys-

3 toms and shaJI only upon tho applieants' succc.e..'!ful completion of such 

4 examinations issue saiu applicants certificates of the npproprintc grades 

5 Section 9 Reciprocity The Secretary of lfoalth mn:-· issnc rel'tificatcs 

6 without cxami11ation to applicants who holrl vnlhl ccrtificnks isgucll 

7 under Water "rorks Operators Certifil·ation Law8 of nny oth('r stnto ter-

8 ritory or the District of C'olumliin proviclt>d the out-of-stntc ccrtifieato 

9 was issued as a result of tho successful pa~ing of 1m cxnminntion C<}Uivn-

10 lent to the examination given by the Sc<.'rctnry for tho same grado :Eligi-

11 hility requirements of applicanl~ for rcrtiliration ng opcrntor8 set forth 

12 in HPctinn li :::11illl apply to nil SIH'h r1pplira11ts 

13 Se('tion 10 J<cca Each application for ccrtitication ns operator:; 

14 shall be accompanied by a foe of five dollars ($5) Certificates sha11 ex-

15 pire on the last day of December fo11owing their issu:\ncc or renewal 
I; 
)i 

1 C · t hd must be renewed annua1ly in tho nurnner prescribed by the Sccrc­
r'~.-,./ 

17 tary of Health The renewal fee shall be two do11ars ($2) 

18 Section 11 Suspension and Uovocntion Tho Sccrctnry may suspend 

19 or revoke the certificate of any <Jpcrator if he lrns fouw.J said operator 

342-S\Y-2 
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1 to be inc-0-mpctent to operate a plant or system of the clas.sification for 

2 which ho is certified or to have wilfully neglected his duty in the opcra-

3 tion of any plant or system or to have disregarded or disobeyed tho Jaw-

4 ful orders rules or regulations of tho Secretary rclath·o to certification' or 

5 the lawful orders of the Pennsylvania Department of llcalth r~latirn 

6 to water works 

7 The procedure to be followed in t11e suspension and rc~·ocation of 

8 certificates awl in appeals taken from actions of the Secretary of Health 

9 shall be that prescribed Ly the net of June ·1- l!H5 (P J, 1388) known 

10 ns the "Administrative Agency J,aw" and its mnendmeuts 

11 Section 12 l'ractice of "T atcr 'Vorks Opcrntion 

12 (n) Aft0r two yenrs from the effective Jatc of this act no person 

13 shnll discharge the duties of nn operator as herein <lcfincJ 

14 of a water treatment plant or water supply system unless ho 

15 holds a valid certificate from the Secretary of Health for tho 

16 operation of a treatment plant or system of that classification 

17 or higher or a restricted certificate for tliat particular plant 

18 or system or has filed a valid application for a restricted ccr-

19 tiflcate as provided for under Section 7 which application has 

20 not been acted upon by the Secretary 
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1 (b) In the event of an emergency or unusual circumstances at a 

2 water treatment plant or water supply system which result 

3 in tho plant or system being temp-0mrily without tho services 

4 of a certified op<irator of tho required groclo the Secretary 

6 may in tho case of a Class "A" "Il" or "O'' plant issue a 

6 temporary certificate for the operation of such plant valid for 

7 for n period of sh months to nn oporntor holding a certificate 

8 not more than one grade lower than that required for tho 

9 pJant invoked and in the case of n Class "D'' plant R tern-

10 porary certificate for the operation of such plnnt vaHd for a 

11 JH:iriod of one year 'l'o continue in responsible charge of a water 

12 treatment plant or system beyond tho expiration date of a 

13 temporary certificate the holder thereof must qualify for a 

14 regular certiflcato of the required grade prior to tho expiration 

15 date of the .temporary certificate 

16 (o) The Pennsylvania Department of Health is hereby empow-

17 cred to require water purveyors to place water treatment plants 

18 and water supply systems under tho responsible charge of 

19 certified operators aa provided by this act 
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1 Section 13 Penalties Any person or water purveyor who viollltcs 

2 any provisions of this act shall upon conviction thereof in any sutnmary 

. 
8 proceeding be sentenced lo pay a fine of not less than fifty dolJnrs ($!10) 

and costs nor more than one hundred dollars ($100) and oosts 

For the purpose of this section ca".!h day tlrnt an offense continuc·s 

6 shall be construed to constitute a scparnto offense 

7 Section 14 Civil Relief The Secretary of Health upon the n1l\'icc 

8 of the Attorney General may maintain an action in the nnmo of tho 

Commonwealth for an injunction or otlwr proce$S ngaimt any port'on or 

10 water purveyor to restrain or prevent snrh person or water p11n·oyor from 

11 Yiolating the provisions of this act or any order rule or regulation of 

12 the Secretary pursuant to the provisions of this net such action ~hnll 

13 oo brought in the name of the Commonwealth 

14 Section 15 Effcctivo Dato The provisions of this act shall become 

15 effective immediately upon final cnnctmcnt 
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We certify that thie bill bu paMed the Senate and the Hml.!e o1 

Representativea. 

............................................. 
Ohief 01erk, &mate 

·-···-·······-··-•"-•••···········~.······ President pro tempore, Sen.&te 

............... " ......................... . 
Sp<'aker, Honse of Re~tttfTM 

Approved The .•.•••.. day of . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A. D. 1081 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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