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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE 
No. 344 

BILL 
Session of 

1 9 6 1 

INTRODUCED BY MESSHS. SAHHAP, DHVf,IN, PECH.AX A~D 
DONOJ.O\V, MAUOll 6, 1061. 

-

REFERRED TO COMMI'f'l'J<~g ON PUBI.-10 HEALTH .AND 
"'EL~'ARE, MAHOII O, 1061. 

AN ACT 
Providing for the certification by tho Sanitary \Vater Board of operators 

in responsible chal'go of sew ago treatment plants s1wdf ying 

the classifications of sewage treatment plants and the grades of 

certificates for operators thereof requiring that only certified 

operators may operate certain plants provhting for revocation 

and suspension of certificates and providing for penalties and 

civil relief 
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'fhe General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

lwreby enacts as follows 

Section 1 Short 'l'itle This act shall be known and may be c.ited as 

the ''Sewage \Yorks Operators Certification Act" 

Section 2 Definitions 

(n) The following words and phrases when used in this act unleS.s 

the context clearly indicates otherwise shall lrnve the meanings ascribed 

to them in tltis section 

(1) "Department" the Department of Health 

(2) ''Board" the Sanitary 'Yater Board 

(3) "Sewage 'l'rcalmcnt Plant" a plant designed to treat sewage 

and discharge the effiuent to waters of the Commonwealth 

( 4) "Owner'' any munil'ipality or person as herein defined which 

owns operates or owns ancl operates a sewage treatment plant 

(5) ":MunicipaHty" shall include any county county aut11ority 

municipal authority C"ity borough town township scl10ol district and in­

stitution as herein defined 

(6) "Institution" shall include healing preveuth·e mental health 

educational correctional and penal institutions almshouses and county 
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1 nnd cil,v homt's opcmtc<I by thC' Stnfc or nny political subdivfaion thereof 

2 nnil whos<.' itcw1tgo il't not ct<lmittcd to a pubJic sewer system 

3 (7) "PGr~on" slrnll ho consfrnctl to incu1de any person co·partuer-

4 1111111 n~oclntion or prir11to corporation 

5 (8) "Opcrntor'' lln,v person who operatrs or directly supervise3 the 

6 opNotion o( n S\'\rnge lrcahn<'nl plant and who is dircctl.v responsible. 

7 fo1· it!I opcrntio11 n11tl lhe '}llnlit.v of the C'ffittmt therefrom 

8 (0) 11C'erlillrntc" ll rrrlifi<'afc iss1wd b.v the Sanitnry W'atcr Iloar1.l 

9 nuthol'iii11g the person 11nmed therein to operate a sewage freatment 

10 plnnt 

11 (h) Tht' followillJ? wonls shnll lrnvc the meanings nsrriJJ(~d to them 

12 in tho ''GIM~lll',\' WnlPI' 111111 Sowngo Control }~nginreriug'' lircpared by 

18 tho Joint Commitl<'c 1·<'1nesenting the Ameri<'an l'nhti(' Health Associa· 

14 tion th<' Am('1·k:m ~Miflty oi Civil ·Engineers tlw Amt'rican \\rater 

15 'Vorks As~oeiation n111\ the Federation' Jf Sewage \Vorks Associations 

16 ('Yater Pollution Control Federation) as compile<l in Hl-15 r'sewage" 

17 "activated ~l111lp;C':" "<>hl'micnl prCciJlitation" "sedimrntation" "biological 

18 filtration" 
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Section 3 Administration 'Ihc wovisions of thls act sbaU be ad· 

ministcrctl and enforced by tl1c Derartmcnt in accordance with the Rules 

allll Hegi1lations of tho Board 

The lloard shall make Uules Rllll"Regulations establishing minimum 

11trnlifa·atio11s ns to education and experience of applicants for certificates 

requiring wl'itten and/or oral examinations to determine the qualifica­

tions of applicauts for certificates aml providing for the issuance of 

certiticates The Uoard shall rc,·oke s11spel!(l or reinstate certificates after 

p1·oper hearing shall initiate and receive complaints to compel attendan·ce 

of wituesscs a111l the production of books and records 

The Department. i:iha11 compile and keep current a roster showing 

the names and addresses of tho sewage plant operators certified under 

this act which shall be pub1ished at least once every two (2) years Copies 

of this roster shall be mailed to each certificate holder and be furnished 

15 . to other persons upon r<:>qnest 

16 Section 4 Minimum Experience Required for Certification Experi-

17 encc shall mean the number of years in charge of the operation of a 

18 sewage tl'catmcnf p]ant or in chnrge of the operation during any shiit 

19 or as a respomible assistant to the person in charge of the operation 

20 The experience requi1·ed shall be related to the educ.ation training and 
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1 ~xperi~ncc needed to operate the dasses of sewage treatment plants set -

2 forl)1 in Section 5 The minimum experience required by the Board shall 

3 not exceed i1or be less than that set forth in Section 6 

4 Se<'tiou 5 Classification of Scwoge Treatment Plants It-Or the pur· 

6 p,oH':> of tl1is ad all 8C\ntgc trcatnw11t 11!ants will Le classified as follows 

6 (1) "Class A" shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a 

7 design capacity of twenty million gallons daily or more whose operation 

8 depends substantially upon the use of adivated sludge or chemical prc-

9 t'ipitalion 

10 (2) "Clne.s B'1 shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a 

11 design capacity of seven and one-half million gallons daily or more but 

12 less than twenty million gaJlon~ 1lail~· whose operation dependa sub-

13 stantiAUy upon tlw use of adirntr1I slndge or chemical precipitation 

14 and all ECwaga trcafmC'nt plants }uwing a design capacity of twenty mil· 

15 lion gallons daily or more wl1oloe op<'r11tion depends substantially -upon 

16 tho use of sedimc>ntnfion or hiologiral filtration 

17 (8) "Class 0" sl1all mean nll ~ewage treatment plants having a 

18 design capacity o{ one nntl one-half million gallons daily or more but 

19 less than seven awl one-half million gallons 1lrtily whose operation de· 
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l pends substantially upon the use of activated sludge or chemical prcdpi· 

2 tation anJ all sewage treatment plants ha,·ing a drsign capacity of seven 

3 an<l nnc-half million gallous claily or moro bnt kss t11an twcnt,Y million 

4 gallons daily whQse operation depends substantially upon the uso of 

5 scilimontation or biological filtration 

6 ( 4) "Class nn shall mean alt scwngo treatment pfonts having a 

7 design capacity of two lrnndred thousand gallong daily or moro hut Jess 

8 than one and one-half million gallons daily whose opcrntion depends 

9 substantially upon the u.o..: of activated sludge or chemical prcdpitation 

10 and all sewage treatment plants h:n-i11~ a 1tcsign l'Hpadt~· of one a111l 0110· 

11 half million galloHs llail.r nr more hut less than se,·cn arnl one-half million 

~3 gallons daily whose operation <lcpcnds substantially upon tho uso of 

13 sedimentation or biologic11l filtration 

1-i (5) "Class E" shall mean all :sewage treatment plants having a 

16 design capacity of twenty thousand gallons daily or more hut less than 

16 two hundred thousand gallons daily whose operation depends substan· 

17- tially upon the use of activated slwlge or chemical precipitation and all 

18 sewage treatment plants having a dC'sign capacity of two lnmdrcd thou· 

19 sand gallons daily 01· more but less tlian one and one-half million gallons 



·7 Printer's No.-363 

l daily whose operation depends substantially upon the uso of sedimenta-

tion or biological filtration 

8 (6) "Class F" shall mean all sewage treatment. plants having a 

design capneity of less than twenty thousan4 gallons daily whose opera-

tion dcpC'nds substantially upon the urn of activated sludge or chemical 

-

6 prceipitation and all sewage treatment plants liaving a design capacity 

7 of lciss than two hundred thous.'lml gallons daily whose operation depends 

8 suhstnntinlly upon sedimentation or biological filtration 

9 8c<'tion G Hnnge of Minimmn Q1rn1ifications The minimum length 

10 of <'Xp<'1'iC'nt'C required by the R:mitary 'Yater Board for certification of 

11 npplil'nnts shnll not be more tli:m twelve years nor less than two years· 

12 for Class A plants more thim ten years nor less tlrnn one year for Class 

13 H plants more than eight years nor less than six months for Class C . 

14 p1nnts more thnn six years nor less than six months f'dr Class D plants 

15 more tlrn11 two y('ars for Olnss E plants more than one year for Class F 

16 plants 

17 In establishing minimum expcricure requirements within the ranges 

18 stated flhOYe the Sanitary \Vater Board may make reasonable allowance 

19 ior education for training in the field of sewage treatment and for 

20 training and experience in allied fields 
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Section 1 Hestrictcd Certitirates Any person who at tho time of 

the passage of this act is C'mploycll as operator of a sewage treatment 

plant in Pennsylvania as llcfincd in Section 2 may be issuc,l a re.strirtcd 

certificate which would permit him to operate oniy the plant in which he 

is employed at the time of the passag~ of this act The hoard shall issue 

such restricted ccrtificat(l without examination upon submis.sion of an 

application and payment of the required fee 

The holder of a restricted certificate may apply for certification ns 

the operator of a sewage treatment plant of the same or next higher plant 

dassific.ation without regard to the minimum education and cxperienoo 

requirements provided in Section 6 

No restricted certificates shall be issued in response to applications 

submitted more than two years after the eff~tivo date of this act 

Section 8 Reciprocity The board may issue certificates without 

examination to applicants who hold valiil certificates issued under gewage 

treatment plant operators certification laws of any other state terri· 

tory or the District of Columbia provided the out-of-state certificate 

was issued as a result ·of the successful passing of an examination equiva· 

lent to the examination given by the board for the same grade Eligibility 
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1 requirements Qf applfoants ·for certifi~tfon as operators as set forth -in 

2 Section 6 shnll apply to nll such applfoants 

8 Section 9 ~'ccs Each application for certification as operat.or shall 

~ bo accom1)anicd by a foe of five dolla_rs ($5) Certificates P.hall expire on 

6 tho lnst tlny of December following their issuance or renewal and must 

6 bo renewed annually in the manner prescribed by the board The renewal -

7 fro shall be two dollars ($2) 

8 Section 10 Suspension and Ilevoeation The board may suspeml or 

9 revoke tl10 certificate of nny operator if it has found said operator to be 

10 incompetent t-0 opornto a plnnt of the classification for which he is 

11 cortificd or t-0 l1avo wilfully neglected his duty in the operation of any 

' - -

12 plnnt or t-o have disregarded or disobeyed tho la~ful orders mles or 

18 rcgulntions of tho board relative t.o certification or to sewage treatment 

1~ The proccduro t-0 ho followed in tho suspension and revocation of 

16 certificates and in appeals taken from actions of the board shall be that 

17 prescribed by the act approved June 4 1945 (P J, 1388) known as tho 

18 "Administrative Agency Law'' and its amendments 

19 Section 11 Practice of Sewage Plant Operation After two years 
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1 · {~m the effective date of· this act no person shall dischargo tho dutif's 

2 of an operator as herein defined of a sewage treatment plant unlr~~ ho 

3 holdB a valid certificate from tho board for the operat.ion of a treatment 

plant of that classification or higher or a restricted certificate for that 

5 particular plant or has filed a valid applicati-On for a restricted <'Crtifi<'ale 

6 as provided for under Section "I which application has not been acted 

7 upon by the board 

8 Section 12 Temporary Certificates In the event. of an emergcnl'y 

9 or unusual circumstances at a sewage treatmQnt plant which results in 

10 the plant's being temporarily without the services of an operator holding 

11 a valid certificate of the required grade the board. may issue a temporary 

12 ccrtific.ato for the operation of such plant valid for a p-0riod of six months 

J3 to s.ny person selected by the owner who upon being interviewed by a 

14 duly appointed representative of the board is deemed by such rcprc-

15 scntative to be capable of operating tho plant involved pending the 

16 employment of a certified operator No plant may continuo to be operated 

. . . 

17 by any holder of a temporary certificate for more tlum f!ix months 

: ' 

J8 
Section 13 The Sanitary Water Board is hl:\rcby empowered to 

" " •I • 

J9 require owners of sewage treatment plants to place such plantA under 
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the direct supervision of c.ertified operators and the board may hy _ 

· Regulation detenitine the number and class of sewage treatment plant.a 

which may be supervised by a single certified operator 

Section 14 Penalties Any person or owner who violates any of 

tho provisions of this act shall upon con1iction therof in any summary 

proceeding be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than fifty dol1ars ($50) 

and ('--OSts nor more than one hundred dollars ($100) and costs 

For the purpose of this section each day that an offense oontinues 

shall be construed to constitute a separate offense 

SPrti()n lll Civil Hclicf The board upon the advice of tho Attomoy 

General mRy maintain an action in the namo of the Commonwealth for 

an injunction or other proc.e~ against any person or owner of a sewage 

fr<'l\flllt'llt plAnt from violating tho provisions of this act or any order 

rulo or regulation of tho bonrd pursuant to the provisions of this act 

8111•]1 l\rtion i<fiall ht' lno11ght in the name of t110 Commonwealth 
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\Vo c.ertify that thia bill bu PMeed the &nate and the Houe of 

Rep~ntativee. 

......................... ' .............. . 
Chief Olerk. Senate 

.................. ' .................... . 
Pre8ident pro t.empore, Senate 

........................................ 
Spc.aker, HoUEe of Re~tati'res 

.. day of .... ·, . , .......... , .... A.. D. 196L 
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