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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
Nvo. 344 TN

INTRODUCED BY MESSRS. SARRAF, DEVLIN, PECHAN AND
l)ONOI.OW, MARGH 6, 1961,

REFERRED TO COMMI' 'TEE ON I’UBLIO HFALTII AND
WELFARE, MARCH 6, 1061.

AN ACT

Providing for the certification by the Sanitary Water Boaud of operators
in responsible charge of sewago treatment plants specifying
the classifications of sewage treatment plants and the grades of
certificates for operators thereof requiring that only certified

. operators may operate cortain plants providing for revocation

and suspension of certificates and providing for penalties and

civil relief
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“The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penﬁsylvania

hereby enacts as follows
Section 1 Short Litle This act shall be known and may be cited as
the “Sewage Works Operators Certification Act”

Section 2 Definitions

(1) The following words and phrases when used in this act unless
the context clearly indicates otherwise shall have the méanings aseribed
to them in this section

(1) “Department” the Department of Health

(2) “Board” the Sanitary Water Board

(3) “Sewage Treatment Plant” a plant designed to treat sewage
and discharge the effluent to waters of the Commonwealth

(4) “Owner” any municipality or person as herein defined which
owns operates or owns and operates a sewage treatment plant

(5) “Municipality” shall include any county county authority
municipal authority city borough town township school district and Virn-

stitution as herein defined

(6) “Institution” shall include healing preventive mental health

educational correctional and penal institutions almshouses and county
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~and city homes operated by the State or any political subdivision thereof

and whose sewage iz not admitted to a public sewer system

(7) “Porson” shall be construed to inculde any person co-partuevr-
ship assoclation or privato corporation

(8) “Operator” any person who operates or dircetly supérvises the
operation of a sowage treatment plant and who is direetly respoxlsif)le'
for its operation and the quality of the eftuent therefrom

(9) “Certificate” a certificate issued by the Sanitary Water Board
authorizing the person named therein to operate a sewage freatment
plant

(M The following words shall have the meanings ascribed to them
in the “Glossary Water and Sowage Control Engincering” prepared by

the Joint Committee representing the American Public Health Associa-
tion the Awmevican Society of inil Engineers the American Water
Works Aszociation and the Federation of Sewage Works Associations
(Water Pollution Control Federation) as compiled in 1945 “sewage”

“activated sludge” “chemical precipitation” “sedimentation” “biological

filtration”
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Scetion 3 Administration The provisions of this act shall be ad-

ministered and'enforcl:ed \-)y the Departmént in accordaﬁce with the Rules
aud Regnl:_«tions of the Board

The Boardrshall make Rules axl(l'Reglllati§ns establishing minimumn
qualifications as to education and experience of applicants for certificates
requiring written and/or oral examinations to determine fhe qualifica-
tions of applicants for certiticates and providing for the issuance of
certiticates The Board shall revoke suspend or reinstate certificates after
proper hearing shall initiate and receive complaints to comi)ol attendance
of witnesse.s and the production of books and records

The Department shall compile and keep current a roster showing
the names and addresses of the sewage plant operators certified under
this act which shall be published at least once every two (2) years Copies
of this roster shall he mailed to each certificate holder and be furnished
. to other persons upon request

Section 4 Minimum Experience Required for Certification Experi-
ence shall mean the nmﬁber of years in charge of the operation of a
sewage treatment plant or in charge of the operation during any shift
or as a resbonsib]e assistant to the person in charge of the operation

The experience required shall be related to the education training and
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experience needed to operate the classes of sewage treatment plants set-
forth in Section 5 The minimum éxp({ric‘nce required by the Board shall

iiot exceed nor be less than that set forth in Section 6

Scction 5 Classification of Sewage Treatment Plants For the pur-

poses of this act all sewage trcétnuﬁnt plants \§-ill Le classiéed as follows

(1) “Class A” chall mean all sewage treatment plants having a
design capacity of twenty million gallons daily or more whose operatAiou
depends substantially upon the use of activated sludge or chemical pre-
cipitation

(2) “Class B” shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a
design capacity of seven and onc-half million gallons daily or more but
less than twenty million gallons daily whose operation depends sub-
stantially upon the use of activated sludge or chemical precipitation
and all sewage treatment plants having a design capacity of twenty mil-
lion gallons daily or more whose operation depends substantially -upon
the use of sedimentation or biolOgi;al filtration

(8) “Class C” shall mean all sewage treatment plants having e
design capacity of one ard one-half million gellons daily or more but

less than seven and one-half million gallons daily whose operation de-
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pends substantially upon the use of activated sludge or chemical precipt-

tation and all sewage freatment plants having a design capacity of seven

and one-hialf mitlion gallons daily or more but less than twenty mivllion
gallons daily who‘se operation depends substantially upon the use of
sedimentation or biological filtration

(4) “Class D” chall mean all sewage treatinent plants having a
design capacit)‘z of two hundred thousand gallons daily or more but less
than one and one-half million gallons daily whose operation depends
substantially upon the u.c of activated sludge or chemical preeipitation
aud all sewage treatment plants having a design capacity of one and one-
half million gallous daily or more hut less than seven and onc-half million
gallons daily whose operation depends substantially upon the use of
sedimentation or biological filtration

(8) “Class E” shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a
design capacity of twenty thousand gallons daily or more but less than

two hundred thousand gallons daily whose operation depends substan-

tially upon the use of activated slidge or chemical precipitation and all
sewage treatment plants having a design capacity of two hundred thou-

sand gallons daily or more hut less than one and one-half million gallons
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daily whose operation depends substantially ilpon the uso of sedimenta-
tion or biological filtration

6) “Class F” shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a
g

design capacity of less than twenty thousand gallons daily whose opera-

tion depends substantially upon the use of activated ‘sludge or chemical
prcciimitation and all sewage treatment plants having a design capacity
of less than two hundred thousand gallons daily whose operation d-epends
subsmnli;\l!y upon sedimentation or biological filtration

Seetion 6 Range of Minimum Qualifications The minimum length
of experience required by the Sanitary Water Boary(i for certification of
applicants shall not be more than twelve years nor less than two years -
for Class A plants more thin ten years nor less than one year for Class
B plants more than eight years nor less than six months for Class C
plants more than six years nor less than six months for Class D plants
more than two years for Class E plants more than one year for Class F
plants

In establishing minimum experience requirements within the ranges
stated above the Sanitary Water Board may make reasonable allowance
for education for training in the ficld of sewage treatment and for

training and experience in allied fields
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Section 7 Restricted Certificates Any person who at the time of

the passage of this act is employed as operator of a sewage treatment

plant in Pennsylvania as defined in Section 2 may be issued a restricted

certificate which would permit him to operate only the plant in which he

is employed at vthé time of the passage of this act The board shall issue
such restricted certificate without examination upon submission of an
application and payment of the required fee

The holder of a restricted certificate may apply for certification as
the operator of a sewage treatment plant of the same or next higher plant
classification without regard to the minimum education and experience
requirements provided in Section 6

No restricted certificates shall be issued in response to applications
submitted more than two years after the effective date of this act

Section 8 Reeciprocity The bLoard may issue certificates without
examination to applicants who hold valid certificates issued under sewage
treatment plant operators certification laws of any other state terri-
tory or the District of Columbia provided the out-of-state certificate
was issued as a result of the successful passing of an examination equiva-

lent to the examination given by the board for the same grade Eligibility
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requirciaents of applicants for certification as operabofs as set forth in

Scction 6 shall apply to all such applicants

Scction 9 Fees Each application for certification as operator ghall

bo accqmpanicd by a fce of five dollars ($5) Certificates shall.expire oﬁ
tho last day of December fdllowing their issuance or renewal and must
be renewed annuaﬁy inrthe manner preseribed by the board The rgnewal )
{ce shall be two dolars ($2)

Scetion 10 Suspension and Revocation The board may suspend or

revoke the certificato of any operator if it has found said operator to be

incompetent to oporate a plant of the clnssiﬁcatioﬁ for which he is
cartified or to have wilfully neglected his duty in the opera&ion of any
plant orr <to ha\‘(o‘ disrcgaidéd or disobeyed the lawful orders rules or
regulations of the board relative to certification or to sewage treatment
>p]anits

The proceduro to be followed in the suspension and» revocation of
certificates and in appeals taken from actions of the board shall be that
prescribed by the act approved J @e 4 1945 (P 1, 1388) kanvn as tho
“Administrative Agency Law” and its amendments

Section 11 Practice of Sewage Plant Operation After two years

344—SW—2
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from the effective date of this act no porson shall dischargoe the dutics
of an operator as herein defined of a sewage treatment phint unlc‘s.; he .
holds a valid certificate fx"om'ithe board for the operation of a treatmexi_t
i)lant of that classification or higher‘ or & restricted cortificate for that
particular plant or has filed a valid application for a. restricted:corfiﬁca(e
as provided .for under Section 7 which application has not been acted

upon by the hoard

Section 12 Temporary Certificates In the event of an emergency

or unusual circumstances at ; sewage treatment plant which results in
the plant’s being temporarily vv;ithout the services of an operator holding
a valid certificate of the required grade the board may issue a temporary
certificato for the operation of such plant valid for & period of six months
to any person éélected by the owner who upon being interviewed by a
duly appointed representative of the board is deemed by sucﬁ repre-
scntative to bo capable of opérating the plant involved p;znding the
emp'loynilent of a certified operémr No plant may continuo to be operated
by ahy\holder of a tempérs;ry certificate for more than six months

Section 13 The Sanitary Water Board is hereby emp&vcrcd to

require owners of sewage treatment plants to place such p!'ants under
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the direct aupemslon of certified operators and the board may by .

h Reguiahon determine the number and class of sewage treatment plants

which may be supérvised_by a single certiﬁed operator

Section 14 Penalties Any person or owner who violates any of

the provisions of this aét shall upon conviction therof in any summary
procecding be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50)
and costs nor more than one hundred dollars ($100) and costs

For the purpose of this section each dﬁy that an offense continues
shall be construed to constitute a separate offense

Section 15 Civil Relief The board upon the advice of the Attorney
General may maintain an action in the name of the Commonwealth for
an injunction or other process against any person or owner of a sewage
treatinent plant from violating the provisions of this act or any order
rulo or regulation of the board pursuant to the provision\s of this act

Sueh action shall be brought in the name of the Commonwealth
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Wo certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the FHouse of

Represontatives.

Speaker, Houso of Reproscntatwes :

Approved The “ . veees A D, 1081




