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AN ACT 
Amending the act<>{ August 24 1951 (P J, 130!) entitled as amomleil 

"An act to improve local 11l'nlth administration throughout thu 

Commonwealth by authorizing the ereation establishment an1l 

administration of single-county or joint-county departments of 

. . . health in all counties exempting certain municip:ilitics from tho 

jurisdiction of i:iinglc-county or joint-county .lcparhncnts of 

health permitting the <lissolution of departments or boards of 

health in certain municipalities authorizing State grants to coun-

tics which establish departments of health aml to certain munici-
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palities if they incct prcsedbe<l icquircml.·nts conferring power.! 

,,_ 

and duties upon the 8tntc Dcparlnll't1t of Health in connection 

with the creation cstahlishmC'nt nncl administration oI sin(J'lc-o 

county or joi11t~county departments of he!llth nlHl administration 

of flw health Jaws fo parts of ccrlnin mu11icipa1ities not subject 

to the_ juri~tliction of ~i11glc-count.r 1)r )oi11t-cou-~1_ty ~foparhnonts 

oi iicalt1i m1<l t110 administration of State gnn1t~ nncl repealing 

an net which confers health powers upon counties of tJrn fhst 

c1tw1" chnngiug the number of sig11nturcs required on a petition 

to di.ssolrn or \~·itlu1raw from certain dcpartnwnts of h~a1th and 

drnuging the form of the question to lrn suLmittc<1- fo -electors 

The Oe110ral Ass<'mhly of the Commomrealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby cnnda ns follows 

1 Section 1 Section 5.1 act of August 24 1951 (P I~ 1304) known as 

·2 t110 ' 1J..Qeal ilcalth Administration Law" arlded December 16 1959 (P T, 

3 1847) is on1cndcd to rend 

4 Section · 5.1 Dii;solution 0£ and Withdrawal From County Depart-

5 ments of Health 

6 (a) When n siuglc-county department of health is created it may 
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1 ho dissolved by n rcfcrcn<lum cou<luctcd in R<'cordiuicc with tho pro-

2 ccduro sot forth in subsection (c) 11crcof 

8 (h) \\'lien a joint.:county department of health is crctttcd any C-Ounty · 

4 hciug a member thereof may witlldraw from the tlcpn'rlmcnt· by eon· 

~ . ducting a rcforcn<lum con~uctcd in accordance wit}1 tho ·pro~c<l~ro set 

6 forth iu sub~cction·(c) hereof 

7 (c) A petition requesting the dissolution or witlutrawal· Bhall 110 

8 signed h~ qualified dcctors of the county C'qual in l\\\\\)her lo Rt __ l('ast 

9 (one per cent um (11o)) in per cm1tum (10%) of tho higl1cat t-Olal \'Oto 

10 <'ru<t. for nny county office at tl10 )ast munidpnl clcctfo1l' ~l'ho p<.'tition 

11 shall be in tho form rcquirctl for nominntion petitions O)~ ·tlio. {llcction 

12 · laws of the Commonwealth except that tho ~aid petition shnll be dr-

13 culated no earlier fl1a!1 five ycnra following the date of establishment 

14 oI said county l1ealtlt department or joint ~ounty health department 

15 and shall be circulated for not more than six (6) months prior to tho 

16 last filing day whi"h s1rnll be ninety (90) days befol'e the general or 

17 municipal election at which it is <lc~ircd to submit· t11e question The 

18 petition shall be filed witl1 the county board of elections and the validity 

19 of the petition and any objections thereto shall be determined in ao-
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l · oordanco with the election Jaws of tho Commonwealth 

2 After the vali<lity of tho petitions in all tho couuti~s affecte.d has 

3 · been dctcrminc·tl tho county commissioners shnll caurn the question to be 

4 .submitted at tho next gcn_cral or municipal electioi1 whichever is so-0ner 

t5 · 80 long as such election is to occur at least thirty (30) days after the 

6 va1idity has been determined Tho question shall be submitted on tho 

'1 . ·ballot or on voting machines in the manner provided hy tho election 

8 laws of the Comm<>nwcalth and sliall be in suhstantinlly the following 

9 :_forms 

10 (1) FQr the continuance or dissolution of a singlc·C-Otmty department 

· 11 ·of health 

.lt ... 
~ , ' . Shall .....•.............. County [dissolve] continue 

13 .. its county department of health i 

14 .. 
. · . ~ '. . ... Yes ' . . . ~ . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

_ 15 .. 
No ......... ·. · · · · · · · · ... · · · · 

· 16 
· ·· · : (2) }'Qr the continuance in or withdra~a1 from n joint·com1ty de· 

17 '. . . f h 1 h · partment o ca t 

.18: .· Sliall ............. "' ................. . County [ wit11draw] 
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(from] continue lo be a rnember of the joint-county d&; 

partment of health I 

Yes ••••••• ;I •• " ••••••••••••• 

4 No ......... , .............. . 

G Tho election on this question shall ho governed in all reep0cts by 

6 tho election laws of tho Commonwealth insofar as they aro appllcablo 

'1 For tho dis.solution of a single-county department of l1eallh or with· 

8 drawal from a joint-county department of health n majority of aU votes 

9 cast in each county upon the question must bo [in favor thereof) 

10 !lgainat tho oontinuanco of such department or against the oontinuance 

11 

11 

18 

14 

15 

of membership in such dce,artmcnt as tha cue may~ 

. (d) \Vhen in tho caso of a singla-<!otmty <lepartmont tho voters 

elect to dissolve the department or in tho case ()f n joint-county depart· 

ment tho voters elect fo withdraw 110 now department of health may 

be created by resolution nor may tho commisaioncrd rcsolv& to join 

16 with another county or other counties to crcato a joint dcpartmont within 

1'1 five years of such dissolution 

18 Section 2 This act shall tako efTect immediately 

413-SW-2 
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