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TllB GBNBRAL ASSEMBLY or PENNSYLVANIA 
....,,._,... ___________ .._._ 

SENATE BILL 
No. 426 Session of 

1961 

. INTRODUCED BY MU. J{E8SJ,ER, MARCH 20, 1961. 
)- -
REFERRED TO COM:Ml'lVJ.'EE ON IIIGH\VAYS, MARCH 20, 1961. 

AN.ACT 
Awcntling the act of April 29 1069 (P L 58) entitled "An act oonsoli· 

dating and revising the V chicle Code Tho Tractor Code thn 

~fotor Vehicle Financial Responsibility Act and other acts 

relating to the ownership possession oud uso of vehicles and 

tractors" further regulating the passing of school buses and 

school bus loading zones 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 
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1 . Scctio1i 1 Clauses (7) (0) Rnd (W) of subsection (b) _of section 

2 840 act of A1lfil 20 1050 (P J., 58) known ns "Tho V chicle Codo,, clause 

3 (9) an1cmlc<l December 10 1059 (P L 1749) al'O nmcu<lcd to read 

-· 

4 Section 8-10 Schciol Ruses Safety Requirements 

* * * 
-

6 (b) No person slia11 own or operate a school bus carrying school 

7 d1ihhen on the highways of this Commonwealth that in addition to 

8 the oth<lr requirements of this act docs not confonn with the following 

9 * * * 

10 ("l) E\'cry school bus shnll be of a uniform color which shall be 

11 [ orango] of nel;:onal school bus chrome and every such bus' shall be 

l 2 . lnbcJc1l both in tho front and in the rear with black lottcrs not less 

13 tlwn six (0) inrhc3 in height with the words ''School Bue" showing to 

14 tha outside Any school bus purchased or repainted sliall be of a uniform 

15 color of national school Lus chrome and every school bus shall be 

16 lnLclc<l both in front and in the rcnr with black letters not less than 

17 cigl1t (8) inchc:>s in height with the words "School Bus" showing to tho 

18 outside The type size and form of school bus signs to be displaycJ by 

19 buses owned an<l operated by a person or company subject to the juris-

20 diction of the Public Utility Commission shall be determined by the 
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l Secretary of Ho\'<'nuo tho Commi~ioncr ·of the PC'nnsylrnnia State 

2 Polic-0 and the Superintendent of Public Instruction 'Vhcn a school bus 

3 is being· opornfc<l \1pon n highway other thau for tho tramportation of 

' echvol children cithl'r to or Crom school all tho labels containing tho 

CS words "School Rus" ~haU Le rcmo,·cd covered or concealed All labels 

G containing tho worJs "Schoo11lus" or any lettering of such 'vords shall 

7 also bo removed covered or c-0nccalcd at all tin1es when any bus is 

8 being u~tl f_!!r transporting school children for contracted extra-cur-

9 ricu!ar acth·itics 

10 * * * 

11 (0) .Every school bus [ <>riginally titled in Pennsylvania prior to 

12 tho ciTcclivo dntc of this amending act shall in addition to any other 

13 equipment nud distinctive markings required by this act be equipped "·ith 

· 14 ono (1) Rigna 1 lnmp visible from tlrn front and one (1) other visible 

15 from the rca1· each s}iowing a flashing rc<l light Every sl'hool bus origi-

16 ually titled in Pcnnsylmnia on or after the effective date of this amend-

17 ing act] after Scfltember 1 1061 shall in addition to any other equip-

18 ment and distinctive markings required by this act be equipped with two 

19 alternately flashing signal lamps ''isible from the front and hvo alter-

20 natcly i1ashing signal lamps visible from tho rear each showing a flashing 
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1 · red light }~ach lamp shall ho mounted as high ·as practiblo upon tho 

2 ho<ly of tho bus Each such additional device shall ho plainly visible to 

3 operators of approaching vehicles in norinal' sunlight. and at night from · 

4 a dista1i~e of [one hundred (100)] two hundred (200) feet to tho front 

~ or rear ns the ca~e may be sha1l not project a glaring light and shall be 

6 . of types approved by the secretary No other vehicle not conforming to 

7 t11cso specifications sliall bo considered a "School Bus" 

8 (10) E,·ery ~hool district transporting pupils by school bus shall 

9 establish and maintain loading zones at or near all schools to or from 

10 wl1ich pupiJs are transported off tho highway loading zones and shall 

11 establish And designate school bus loading zones along the highways 

traversed by echool buses by creeling thcr<'Rt official "School Bus Stop''. lt 

13 signs Such signs as may be required by this srction ~hRll be !urnishcd and 

14 maintained by tho Department of Highwnys and shall be crc<ltcd....!!, 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Points previously selected and approved Ly tho county superintendent 

of schools or a person appointed by him and by tho district engineer of 

that district for tho Pennsylvania Department of Highways or t\ per· 

son appointed by him ancl shall be erected by tho nut11orities rcsponsi· 

ble for the maintenance of the highway 
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1 Such loading zones shall be located Q{f the travclable portion and -
~ . off tho shoulder or berm of tho highway wherever practicnblo Not ·more 

8 than four tichc1ol bus loading zones shall bo estabi~shcd ver mile on anz 

highway No school bus loading ;i:one shall be established on a controlled 

ts · access highway at any point. other than au entrance or exit t-0 such high· 

6 way in which case the school bus loading zouo shall be located completelz. 

7 off the travclable portion and off the shoulder or berm of the highw~ 

8 School bus loading zones on highways having dual or multiple ro~dways 

9 and on four-lane highways shall be Jorated in such a manner 88 to make 

10 . g_ unnecessary for children t-0 cross such highway upon· entering or being~ 

11 dis~hnrgcd from· I\ school bus Tho Secretary of Highways with r~spect 

12 t-0 State highways and local authorities with rcspe<!t to highways. "-!uder 

18 their jurisdiction shall havo tho authority to determine if any e~hool 

14 bus loading zone established as herein provided is hazardous to any other 

16 users of the highway and if he or they so find he or they may disoontinue 

16 the ·same or cause it to be relocated to a point whore such hazard will 

17 be eliminated such point of relocation to be subject to prior apProval a~ 

18 · hercinabovo provided · 

19 * * * 
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1 Penalty Any person violating any of tbo provisions of this section 

2 aliall upon summary conviction before a mJtgistratc be sentenced lo pny a 

3 

4 

5 

.6 

7 

fine -0£ not less tbnn ten dollau ($10.00) and not more than twenty-five 

dollars ($25.00) and costs oi prosecution and in default of the p&yment 

thereof sliaU undergo. imprisonment for not foss than fh·o (5) days and 

not m~>re than ten (10) days 

Section 2 Section 1018 <>f the net amended August 6 1959 (P I. 

8 663} is amended t-0 read 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Section 1018 Passing School Duse& 

_(a) [On] ~~copt RS provitlC'd in ~1bseetion (d) of this icction on 

highways haYing roadways not dh·itlcd Ly eafcty islands or phyaicaJ 

tl'1lffic separation installation tho drirer of any vehicle approaching or 

13 ()vertaking a SC'hool bus conforming to tho rcquircmC'nts of the act which 

14 is being used solely for tho transport1\tiou of chil1hcn to or from school 

15 and which has stopped on tl10 trnv<'lnhlo JlOl'fion of the highway for the 

16 purpose of receiving or clisduuging ono or morn school chihlrcn shall stop 

17 his vehicle not less thnn ten (10) (ect from tho s..:!hool bus 1md keep hi:S 

18 vehicle stationary until every school chiltl sl1all have entered the Lus 

19 or every school cl1ild leaving tho Echool I.ms at that place shall have 

20 alighted an<l reached the side of tho highway or has crossed the high-
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1 way safely It ~hall be unlawful to ol·crfakc or pnss n schoof bus on any 

' 
2 _!.Uch highway if the bus has a flnsbing ~ignal lamp in operation 

3 (b) [Ou] Except as provided in subsection (d) of this section o~ 

4 · · highways having dual or multiple roadways separated by safety islands or 

physical tr-affic separation installations the driver of any vehicle overlak-

6 ing a school bus which has stopped, on the travclablc portion of tho high~ 

7 way for the purpose of re~civing or disc11arging one or moro school · 

8 children sliall stop his vehicle not less than ten (10) feet ir6m the school 

9 bus nnd keep Lis Ychiclo stationary until e¥ery school' child shall have 

10 entered the hus or until every school child lcaTing tho school bu-s at 

11 that place shall ha,·e alighted and reached the side of the highway~ 

12 crossed tho highway safely It shall be uniawful to overtake. or pass a 

13 ~diool bus on any such highway if the bus has a flashing signal lamp in 

14 operation 

lfi (c) On highways having dual or multiple roadways separated ·by 

16 safety islands or physical trafllc separation installations or on four-lane 

17 highways where a four (4) inch paintccl white Hnc exists between road-

18 ways for travel in tbe opposite <lireetion the drh;cr of a vehicle on nn-

19 other roadway approaching a scbool bus which has stopped on the 
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l .~clablo portion of tho highway for the purpose of receiving or dis-

2 charging any school d1ild d1all rc<luco tl10 speed of his nihido to not 

a more than (fifteen (15)) twenty-five <~£2 miles per hour and shall not 

· 4 . rosumo normal speed until his vchicl~ has pnssc<l the school bus and any 

G child who may havo alighted therefrom or is about to enter tho ~hool 

6 bus 

7 (d) l'Yhcne\·or] Tho drinir of a vehicle approaching or overtakin15 

8 . .!.. school bus shall not be required to etop when (1) snch l1ighway is 

9 located within a bnsincss or residential area and has three (3) or more 

10 · lanes of travel or (2) such highway is located within a business or rcsi-

11 dential ·area where the speed limit as :e_osted by official signs is thirtY,·five 

12 (35} mile.s per hour or less or (3) such highwa;v is a controlled-access high-

_13, wa.I or (4) a school bus loading zouo· has been established off tho 

14 traveled portion and shoulder or berm of the highway or (5) a school bus 

15 .. ·is parked at the curb for tho purpose of receiving children directly from 

16 a school or discharging children to enter a school which is located on the 

.. 

17 same side of the strMt as that on which the school bus is parked [drivers 

18 of vehicles shall be permitted to pass tho school bus without stopping but 

1~ .at a speed 11ot in ex~css of fifteen (15) miles per hour] In every case the 

20 driver of any vehicle approaching or overtaking a school bus which has 
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1 . stopped for the ~se of recci\'ing ·or dischnrging ni1y scliool d1H<l 
. ; . . 

2 . sba11 red~ce tlw speed of his •·ehiclo to not more than twcnty·fivo (25l 

3 miles per hour.and shall ~~~ormal f.pccd until his Yehiclo has 

4 rasscd the school bus m1d any child wl10 may hnve aligl1tcd therefrom 

5 or is about to enter tlio school bus 

6 (e) The driver of any school bus being used solely for the trsmsporb1· 

7 tion of [ chiJ<lrcn to or from school] school chihlrcn for wl1ich the sehool 

8 district received_ reimbursement from the Commonwealth shnl1 place th! 

9 flashing signal Jamp in operation approximately two hundred {200) feet 

10 before rcacl1ing tho point at which the school bus will be stopped and 

11 shall keep tl~o .Bashing signal la.mp in operation during the time tho bus 

12 is stopped for receiving or discharging children Ile sliall not start bis 

18 bus until every child who· may have alighted therefrom (shall have 
<· 

14 reached a place of safety] has reached the side of the highway or hn~ 

15 crossed the 11ighway safely 

16 Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of this section 

17 shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate be sentenced to pay 

426-S\V-2 

1· 
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l a iino o-f twcnty·fh·o dollan ($25.00} autl coeta of prosecution and. in de-

2 la ult o! payment thereof ebnll undergo imprisonment for not more than 

8 ten (10) daya 

We oertlly thl\ th.!1 bffi bu pwed the Senate and the &toe of 

Reprcien ta tint.. 

' ft•,, 

................ '" ........................... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 

I t I ' t • • ' • t t I t t t ' t • • • • • t • e • t • • • • t • • • ' • • • • 

- . . 
Approved Tho ........ day of .......... : ·• .. • .. • • • • • A. D. 1961. 

I I • f f I ••• I e I I t • I I • I I I • • • I I I I I I I I • t I I I I I I 

Governor 


