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TIR GB~RRAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 431 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

,. 
INTUODUCED BY MESSRS. STROUP, scorr, DEVJ~IN AND 

SHAFER, MAHOll 21, 1961. 

REI<'EHUED TO COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAUY GENERAI,, 
MAUCH 21, 1961. 

AN ACT 

.... 

UeJating to the competency of sun·iving and interested witnesses and 

the admissibility of evidence in civil proceedings 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

1 ·. ·. Section·! 'Thon any party to a lhirig or contract is dead or has been 

2 adjudged incompetent and his right has passed either by his own act 

8 or by operation of law to a party of record who represents his interests 

4 in the subject in controversy any surviving party or person whose interest 
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shall be deemed ndn~rse 1.1hnll ncrcrthelcr-s he a comJH:tcnt witnc83 to any 

matter 'o"curnng before or after th.e death Qr n1ljudication of incompc· 

tency 

Section 2 1£ a slfrviving .par:ly or advcn:c per~on testifies in ac· 

cordancc with subdivisi~n (a) all entries nu•mornmla and dcclarntion~ 

by thn party incapable of testifying by reason of death or R<ljudil'ation 

of incompetcnc,v made in good faith while he was ('Upnhlo and rclovl'\nt 

to tl1e matter in issue may be received in evidence 

Section 3 (a) Clauses (e) and (f) of ~ection 5 and fCcliou 13 act of 

1ifay 23 1887 (P L 158) entitled "An act rdnting to tho compotonc.y 

of witnesses and to the rule~ of evidence in eh·il nn<l criminl\l ra11es 

re\·ising declaring and consolidating some of the t'xisting Rcts nntl rules 

of law upon these subjects and also extending somo of tho provisions of 

the same arc repealed absolutely 

(b) All acts and parts -0f nets are repealed in tiO fnr as they uro in· 

consistent herewith 
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\Vo certify that thi8 bill has passed the Senate Rnd the Houee of 

Uepreeentatives. 

. ...................................... . 
Ohief Olerk, Senate 

• 'II ...................................... . 

President pro t6Dlpore, Senate 

• I • • I • • • • iJ • • • 9 • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • •• • 6 I • • • • • 

Speaker, House of Hepre6entatives 

Approvecl The ........ - day of ..•.................•. A. D. 1961. 

.......................................... 
Governor 


