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THB GBNBRAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 432 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

INTRQDUCED BY ::MESSRS. STHOUP, FLACK, KELLER, 
PUOPERT, KESSLER, YATUON AND MUURAY, 

MARCH 21, 1961. 

UEFERHED TO COMMITTEE ON HIGIHVAYS, MA.ROH 21, 196i. 

AN ACT 
.Amending tho act of April 29 1959 (P I~ 58) entitled "An act consoli· 

<lctting and revising The Vehicle Code the Tractor Code the 

:Motor V chicle :financial Responsibility Act and other acts rclat-

ing to tho ownership possession and use of vehicles and tractors'" 

chnnging tl10 permitted length of vehicles operated in comhina-

t ion 

Tho Gcncrnl Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

EXPLANAnON--OAPTI'AL LETI'EH8 lndica.te new mAtter e.d.ded to bill. Matter ftrielt- IM11wch 
la to be omitted from blll. 
Unders<:orin!f lndlce.tes new matter e.dd'1 to existing law. [BrackeU!) indicate matter 
airlC'ken from existing le.w. 

'. 
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Section 1 811\i~r<'tion (t') i-rction 002 aC't of April 20 Hl5f.l (P L 58) 

known n~ "Tim Vd1ic..•l(l C0t1c" omrwkd .Jul,\• 21 1GM) (P J, 551)'and 

Ol~tobcr 13 lflrtO (P I. t:H2) iti 1uncmlccl to rcn1l 

Section 002 Sim o{ \'chirlei; 'fr11l'lors nud I.-0ads 

* * & 

(o) No motor \·ehidc or trnctor l'Xccpt motor busC's tuotor omui--' ~ ... ' 
• I' 

lnm.•s ah<l· '.fire department equipment. r.hall exceed n total maximum 

length including any load thorl'on of four hundred twenty ( 420) inchc~ 
81 I ~ i ·, i • ~ l. ~ • 

[excepting that a scmi-trl\ill'r cle~ignctl uxrlnsivcly for ,•arrying motor 

LO 
vcbic]cs muy oxcccll ~uch n total m11ximnm longth by m)t more than 

11 
thirty ~3:~) in~hcs nrnl cxropting tlrnt fCtni·trailors dcsiguecl cxdusively 

12 for carryj.1_1~ .. livC'stock may C'X«'N'<l snrh totnl maximum length by not 

13 · more _t~1a.n, ~~'ty (60) inches and excepting thnt a refrigerating device 

14 attached t~ .. tho front exterior of n semi-trailer sliall be disregnr<led in 

15 measuring, the length, of the semi-trailer if the presence or absence of 

16 such device would not affect the Icngth of the combination of vehicle.; 

17 in which. ~uch semi-trailer is OJlCrated] No combination of two (2) 

18 vehicles or tractors inclusive of load and bumpers coupled together 

19 ghall exceed a total maximum length of six hundred (600) inches 
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J Nothing in this subsection 8hall prohibit the transportation by a' coni· 

·2 binatiou of \·chidrs of articles impo:::.siblc of dismemberment which du­

:3 _ not. cxccl·d scnmty (iO) fret 

.4 (1) No motor whide or trnl'tQl· except a tractor of the lirst cla:SS 

6 i<hall be operatetl upon a highwny drawing or hn,,ing attnchcd thereto 

-6 morn than one (1) other vehicle Pro'\:itlt•d ThRt R trailer not exceeding 

1 t<•n (10) feet in length may be attached to one (1) motor vehicle for 

'8 I he purpo::-c of towiug another vehicle requiring service to which surh 

1> t rniler i:. alw attached An<l provided further That not more than two 

10 tmck tractors empty commercial motor vehicles or the drnssis therefor 

11 may be attached to and trnneported by a truck tractor commercial 

J2 motllr n~hi<•Je or the ehnssis tlrnrefor if thn rl"ar wh<'r.1:( of tlw "'~hif'les 

13 so transported aro the only wheels thereof wltich touch the road ~nrfscc 

J4 and the overall length of such combination of vehicles does not f.1xcecd 

15 fifty (50) feet in length 

16 (2) The distance Letween any two (2) vehicles or b<Jtween a tractor 

17 and anothel' vel1icle one of which is towing or drawing the other shall 

18 not exceed £ftecn (15) feet from one (1) vehicle to the -0thor except 

19 when the load on the towed vehicle is coupled directly to and is not 

:20 more than five (5) feet from the towing vehicle Whenever the con-
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1 ne~tio1l cvnsists of a chain rope bar or cable there shnll be displayell 

2 upon such connection a flag not less than twelve (12) inches in length 

3 and width Every trailer while being dnnvn upon the highway shall be 

4 so aitachcd to the vehicle drnwing the snmo as to p1·cvcnt the wheels 

6 ·of such trailer from deflecting rnoro than six (6) incl1cs from the path 

6 of the <lrawing vehicle's wheels 

7 * * * 

8 Penalty Any person violntiug any of the provisions of subsection 

9 (a) (b) (c) (d) or (o) of this section shall upon summary conviction 

10 before a magistrate bo sentenced to pay a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) .. , 

11 and costs of prosecution and in default of tho payment thereof shall 

12 undergo imprisonment for not more than five (5) days Such fine shall 

18 be in addition to any penalty imposed by any other section or sub-

section of this act 
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\Ye t·Ntify that this bHl has ,_ime.scd the Senate and the House of 

• • • e • • e • • • • • • ,., • • • e • ' • • • • I • e • I a e e • • • I e ' • • 

Chief Clerk, Senat1_~ 

......................................... 
President pro tempore, Senato 

• • e • 9 • • • I • 9 •• • ••• " ••• 9 • e •• ' a ••• 4 •••• e • ill 9 

Speaker, Hou!le of Representative,i 

Approved Tho ...•.... day of ...................... A. D. 1961 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Governor 
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