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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 4 4 I " Seasion of

NO. T

INTRODUCED BY MR. SEYLER, MARCII 21, 1961,

REFFRRED TO CO\[MITTFL ON JUDICIARY GENERAL,
MARCII 21, 1961.

Creating the Officc of Court Administrator in counties of the first and
sccond class authorizing the Chief Justice snd Associate Justices
of the Supremoe Court to appoint Administrators for the State

L

courts of record in counties of the first and second .class and
providing fur a Judicial Council and a Judicial Conference
The General Asseimbly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
~ hereby enacts as follows
‘Secetion 1 This act shall be known and rﬁay be cited as the “Court
-2 Administrator and Judicial Council Act”

Exn.mnxou—cAPrr LETTERS indicate nsw matter added to bill. Matter siricken-through
is to be omltted from blill.
Underscoring indicates new matter added to existing law. [Brackets] indlcate matter

stricken from existing law,
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Section 2 In order to make more cffective the proteelion given

to litigants by article I section 11 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania

" which rcquires that law and justicé be administered without _delhy and

in order to rclicve the serious court-congestion atd delay in counties

of the first and sccond class there is hereby created in cach of theso

countics an Office of Court Administrator

Scetion 3 The Chief Justice and the Associate Justices 6f the

Supreme Court of Penunsylvania shall appoint an Administrator for
cach county of the first class and an Administrator for each county

of the sccond class Each Administrator shall maintain an office and

perform his duties in the county to which he is appointed The an-

thority activities and responsibilitics of each Administrator shall be
confined to tilo county of his appointment and he shall have no power
of supervision over the purely judicial functions vested in the Stato
courts of record of his county Each Administrator shall have been
admitted to practice before tho Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Scction- 4 The compensation of the Administrators and of such
additional employes as the Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court may authorize to be employed shall be fixed by the

Chief Justice and Associate Justices

2
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In order to obtain ‘and retain qualified and expert personnel

" adoquafe ealaries ghall be pﬁid
During the terms ;of their employmgnt the Administratox‘; _shaH
not engage directly or indircctly in the prﬁctice of law or in any other
profession or occupation and shall devote their full time to tho per-
fornianéo of their duties
Tho Administrators shall hold office at the pleasure of fhé sppqint—
ing powor
"Each Administrator with the comsont of tho Chief Justice ard
Asgociate Justices shgll appoint such assistants as are necessary to en-
able him to perform the powers and dutics vested m him
Section 5 It shall be tho duty of the Adminisiratom under the
supervision and direction of tho Chief Justice and the Associate Justices
~ of tho Supreme Court to ‘
1) Examine tho administrative methods and systems employed b)
the State courts of record and their officers and make recommcnd'a-
tions for their improvement including the utilization of advanced
business methods and appliances for improving operating proceduros '.'
' (2) Examine the stato of the dockets of the said courts determine

" the oxtent of the backlog and make recommendations for expediting
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" the "triail- éind ’dispbsiti()n of cases imprdving’ the conduet of the busincss
opbratibn of the said courts and 'cooﬂ?natixig tri_al ]istAs and trial cnlendaﬁ
of the said courts in order to avoid conflicts and "toA achieve great‘er‘
’@fﬁcie_nc'y in the administration of justice

- (8) Collect and compile statistical a_ﬁd other data and make reports

and rccommendations concerning the business transacted by the courts

to the énd that proper -action may be taken Cbpies of these reports
shall be éent to the»Govcmor and the Legiélaturc so that they may bo
informed of the ﬁeed for-legislation and appropriations to provide addi-
tional judges -whore needed and to achieve a more ecffective .ju;licial,
system
(4) Collect statistical and other data and make reports relating
.to the expenditure of public moneys State and local for the main-
tenance and operation of the judicial system
~°.(5) Obtein reports from judges prothonotaries clerks :.gnd other
7. employes -of the -State courts of record on cases and other jugdicial
J:business in which action has been delayed beyond. a. reasonable period
< fm‘d.ﬁle reports regularly showing the status of such litigation,_ . -
. (6) .Where recognized techniques for disposing of litigation have

295;"been=ad0pted_ and _applied for a reasonable -time and. suxrveys indicate
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" thal additional judges are necéssary »reco»_m‘menda‘tions_‘ for additional
judges shall be made by the Adniinistrator to tho Chief Justice.and the

Associate Justices ‘the Goverrior dnd the. Legislature These recom-

- mendations shall be adcompanied by complete statistical dgta showing

the procedures utilized - to ‘clear. the dockets-the -_a,mount.;qu,pp“pding
" litigation 1%0pulation groivfh‘ the estent of increhse ip :litigation and
o’tfncr' pertinent data bearing on- the need fort};p creation- of additional
judgeships
" (7) Formulate and’ submit recommendations of ‘policies .for the
iinprovement of the judicial system including Astudieg.oﬂ judicial ealaries
and retirement Loaefits "o Tt et g
- (8) Attend to such othier matters as'may be-required by the Chief
“Justice and the ‘Associate Justices - - . . L ean
All r0p01:ts and tecommcndatiqns‘pmpz\rcd pursuant .to. the proyi-
- stons of -this sectibn ghall ‘be submitted to the th_ef fJ11s§ig¢ the Asso-
ciate Justices the judges of the courts of ;ecordzangl,_shgu.bg available
-"to:the Judicial Couneil: .- -
"o - Bection 6 The "judges: clerks- and all ‘other: officers and t_:qmploygs

+State and local .of the: State. courts. of record in_counties of the first
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and second class shall comply with all requests made by the Adminis

trators or their employes for information and siatistic#l data bearing
on the state of the dockets of such courts and such other information
as may reflect the business transactcd‘by: theﬁ and the expenditure of
publyic‘ moneys for the maintenance and operation of the judicial system

Section 7 There is hereby established a Judicial Council which
shall survey the problems of the courts and mako recommendations
to the Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of the Supreme Court
the courts the Governor and Legislaiure for thg adoption of procedures
and legislation for simplifying and improving the administration of
justice and for improving the substantive law

 In the discharge of its duties the Council shall conduct a con-

tinuous program of legal research and compile data showing the volumes
of husiness and the status of litigation in all the courts

It shall cooperate with the Administrators appointed pursuant to
the provisions of this act

The Chief Justice shall appoint ono Administrator to act as Scere-

tary of the Judicial Council and of the Judicial Conferenes and per-

form such other duties as may be assigned by the Judicial Counail °
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- Scetion 8 Tho Judicial Cbuncil ghall be composed of the following

(l) Tho Chief Justico of tho Supremo Court who shall bo the

chairman

@) The President Jiulge of .the_Superior Court

B (3) The Attorney Qeneral of the Commonwealth .
i (4) Ten judges of courts ‘of record to bo appointed by the Chief

Justico and tho Associate Justices five from the First Judicial District

threo from tho Fifth Judicial District and two from othor judicial

districts of the Commonswealth

" (6) The Chairman of thoe Judiciary General Committes of the

Sonate tho Chairman of the Judiciary Committee of the House of

Representatives the Chairman of the Civil Procedural Rules’ Commit-
teo of tho Supreme Court and the Chairman of the Criminal Procedural
Rules Committee of the Supreme Court

(8) The President of the Pennsylvania Bar Association the Chsn-

‘cellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association and the President of the

Allegheny County Bar Association
| (7) Five members of the public residents of Pennsylvania not

learned in the law appointed by the Governor
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(8) Deans of the law schools of Pennsylvania

++ U Section 9 .All appointed members of the Judicial Council shall
hold office during the pleasure of the appointing power No members
of the Judicial Council shall receive any compensation for his services

‘hut shall be allowed his necessary expenses incurred in the performance

3- 6f his duties

" ‘Section 10 The Judicial Council shall meet at the call of the Chiof
Justice at least three times a year

Section 11 The Chief Justice shall call annually a Judicial Con-
- férence composed of all the judges of courts of record within the Com-
" monwealth and shall invite thereto representatives of the Bar the
" 'General Assembly and other persons eoncerned with the administration
" of Slistiéc' for the purpose of discussing and considering problems of the
courts and the further improvement of the judicial system
"~ Scetion 12 The salaries and other expenses incident io the opera-
- tion— of the Offices of Court Administrator the Judicial Council and the
Judicial Conference shall be paid out of the appropriations made to
- the Supreme Coutt

Section 13 This act shall take effect immediately
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Wo ssrtify that this b1 has passed the Senate and the Howss of

Repressatatives.
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