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-
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1961 

IN'l'RODUOED BY :MR. SEYLER, MAROII 21, 1961. 

REI<'JntRED 'IO CO~lMIT1'EE ON JUDICIAH.Y GENERAJ.,, 
MAHOII 21, 1061. 

AH ACT 
Creating tho Oflicr of Court Administrator in counties of the first ariJ 

i;ccoml dnss nuthorizing tho Chief Justice and Associate Jui:ticcs 

of tho Suprl'lllo Court to appoint A<lministrators for the State 

court!\ vf record in countiC's of tho first and second class and 

providing fr,r ll ,J wliC'inl Council nnd a Judicial Conference 

'l'he General AssC'mbly of tho Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

lierQhy cnncts ns fo1low11 · 

l Scc.tion 1 'l'his net sl1all ho known nnd may be cited as tho "Court 

2 Administrator and Jutlicinl Council Act" 

EXJ'LANAnoN-OAPITAL LSTI'ERB lndle&te ntw mat~r added to blll. Mattu. etrl&?kea ~wgla 
la to be omitted from bUI. 
U'ndenioortng lndleatee new mt.tm added to exlatlnir law. [Bracket.a) indicate matter 
atrlcken Crom n1'Unl law. 
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Section 2 Jn order to makQ more cfTecth·e tho protection given 

2 to litigants by article I section 11 of the Constitution of J>cnr:aylv;mia 

8 wlifoh requires that law and justice be administered witl10ut delay and 

in ordet• to relieve the serious oourt · congcstion and delay in countic3 

Qf the first an<l second clnss there is hcrc_by created in each o{ theso 

6 counties an Office -of Court Administrator 

7 Section 3 The Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of the 

' 

8 Supreme Court of Pennsylvania shall -appoint an Administrator for 

9 cnd1 c-0unty of the first class and an Administrator for each county 

10 of the second class Each Administrator ~hall maintain an office and 

11 p<>rform liis duties in t11e cot.mty to wl1ich he is appoint~cl tfhe RH· 

12 thority activities and responsibilities of C'nch Administrator· sl1all bo 

13 confined to the c-01mty of his appointment a1id ho shall hnvc no power 

14 ()f su11crvision o,:cr the 1mrely judicial functions vested in tho Stato 

15 courts of record of his county }~nC'h Administrator shall have been 

16 admitted to rmtcticc before the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 

17 Section 4 The compensation of the Administrators and of such 

18 additional cmployes as the Chief Justice ancl the Associate Justices of 

19 the Supreme Court may authorize to be employed shall be fixed by tho 

20 Chief Justice and Associate Justices 
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:] In order to obtain ·and ·retain q~1alificd and expert personnel 

2 · adoquafo Mlaries shall be paid 

·a During the terms of their employment the Administratora shall 

' not cngago directly or indirectly in tho practice of law or in any other 

·G profeeaion or occupaiion and shall devote their full time to tho per~ 

6 !omianco of their duties 

'1 Tho Administrators shall hold offic.c at the plcastire of tho appoint-

8 Ing powor 

9 Each Administrator with the con.sent of tho Cliie!" Justice- arld 

10 Associate Justicea shall appoint such assistants as are necessary to en~ 

11 able him to per£orm the powers and duties vested in him 

12 Section 5 It shall be tho duty of the Adminisf rat ors under the 

18 supervision and direction of tl10 Chief Justice and the Associate Justices· 

14: of tJ10 Supreme Court IQ 

15 (1) Examine tho administrative methods and systems employed by 

l6. the State courts of record and their officers and mako rccommcnda-

17 tions for their improvement inchiding tho utilization of . advanced 

18 husines8 methods and appliances for improving operating procCduros · 

19 · · (2) Examine the. state of the dockets of tho said courts deterntl{1.c 

- . . . . . . . . i l 

20 · the extent of the backlog and make recommendations for expediting 
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l'·" the "trial anu disposition of Ci1St'3 improving the conduct of tho businC3:l 

2 opC'ration of the said courts and coordinating trial lists arid trial. cnlcuda~ 

3 'of the 8.'lt<l co\nt s in order to nvohl couOicts Aitd ·to Mhiovo greater 

' MRdency in tho administration of justice 

~ • · (3) Collect and compile statistic:-tl and other data and make reports 

8 an<l rccommencfotions concerning the business tranMctcd by tho courts 

7 to tho cud that prop~r action may be taken Copies of these reports 

8 shall be sent to the Governor and tho legfalaturc so that they ~ay ho 

9: , inform~d of tho n(?cd fQr;legislation and appropria_tions to pf9vidc nddi· 

10 i _tjo1~al judges · whoro rn;cdc<l and to achieve a ntore cffcctiyQ judicial. 

11 system 

1 i.; ( 4) Collect statistical and other data and make reports relating 

1~,. to: the expen<litur_e of publi6 moneys State and local for tho .main-

14 tenancc and operation of tho judicial system 

15 
'' 

·. (5) Obtain report~ from judges prothonotnries dorks .. and other 

16 
·:·. employcs ·o{ tlto · $tat_e ()ourtP. of record QU cases and .oJh.~f Jt.t~icial 

lZ ... b1isincss in which action ~as been_ delayed beyond. a_ rcasqna~l~ P.eriod 

18 mid file r.cpQrts regularly showing the status of. such litigatio~:: . : I' 

lp . ·. (6) .:Where rec:-0gnized techniques for dispqsing of liti.g~tion havo 

2P:; been, adopted antLapplicd. for ~ :rea~onablo time ~nd. sy.x.-v_eya i~:uHcat6.' 



l . tliai additional judges arc neces8ary_ recommendations· {or .. ad4i~ion~l . 

S jui:lgcs shnll ho mndo by tho Administrator to ~ho Chief J,u~~~~~;~l}_d the 

8. Associate .Justices "the Governor and the Legislature ~'h~a~ ,recom· 

._, - mcndntions shnU be accompanied by complete· st~Jistical ~dit.~~u~ti.:<?wing 

G tho procedures utilized· to ·dear. t11e dockets· t110 · a_mom~t; of :.p~µding 

6 · litigation 1)opulation grov;t}i the e~tcnt Qf inc(~:tse in :lit.igat.ion and 

7 other pertinent datn h<'nring on, the ·need for ·th,c cteation- Qf ~~dj.tional 

8 jltdgeships 

·9 ' 
· ··(7) Fo.rmlilate ·and submit rccoinmcndations of· policiee .f(>r the. 

10 iinprovemcnt of the judicial systen1 including studie& .-Of jl\~i<rla\ ~alari~' 

11 and retirement ~~ .. efits · · - ·· · ·· ~ * • • -: : ,, ; ·'I • ~ °! 

12 · . (8) Attcna fo such otlier matrcrs as· may oo.·r~quire<J ~y the Ch\ef 

18 · Justice and tho Associate J usticc·s · 

' 
All roports ani:.l ~.econ1mcndatiqns pr-0pnred pt~r~l~~~\t J9, the, pro.vi~ 

skin~ -0f ·this sectiQn shall be submitted·to the Chid 'Justice the A~ 
. . . ··'. \. : . 

16 ciate Justices the judges of the co\1rts of !'C.cord'an~ ~h~ll-~ ~~~ila~le 

17 · ··to 0 tlte Judicial Council: 
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·J and second clf\ss eliall comply with all requests made by the Adminir.-

2 trator8 or their employes fo1· information and statistic.al data bearing 

I on tl.e state of tho dockets of such courts and such other information 

·' as may reflect the bu sine~ tramactcd by them and the ~xpcnditure o! 

· 6 public moneys for the maintenance and operation of the judicial 8ystom 

I Section 7 There is hereby established a JudiciRl Council which 

'I shall survey tho problems of the oourts and mako recommendations 

8 to the Chief Justice and the Aesodato Justices of tho Supreme Court 

·I tho oourts tho GoYcmor and Legislature for the adoption o{ prooodu?e.41 

10 and legislation for simplifying and improving tho administration <if 

11 justice and for improving tho anbstantiYo Jaw 

ll In the discharge of its duties tho Council s11all conduct a c-On· 

13 tinuous program of legal research and compile data showing the volume 

14 of bminess and the status of litigation in nll the courts 

15 It shall cooperate with the Administrators appointed pursuant t-0 

16 the provisions of this act 

17 The Chief Justice shall appoint ono Administrator to act" t\8 · Sccre· 

18 tary of the Judicial Council and of the Judicial C-onforcnee and Pf'1'­

l9 form such other duties as may be assigned by the Judicial Council ' 
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l Section 8 'l'ho J mlicial Council shali ho composed of tho following 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

.I 

(1) 'i'ho Chief J ustir-0 of tho ·Supremo Court who shall ix;· the 

chn!rnum 

.. ~ . ~ -... 
(2) Tho President .J iHJgo of. tho Superior Court 

(3) 'l'hc Attorilcy Ocneral of tho Comnionwealth 

('t) Ten judges of courts of rccorcl to bo appointed by the Chief 

~ . . 
Justice and tho Associates Justices fiva from the First Judicial Dlstrict 

thrco from tho Fifth jnclicinl District and two fro.n other judicial 

<fistricts of tho Coinmol\wcnlth · · 

(6) Tl1e Chairmnn of ·tho Jucliciary General Committee of tho 

So~1nto tho Chnh~uui of tho Judiciary Committee of the House of 

Hcprcscntath·cs tho Chairman of the Civil Procedural Rules Commit-

. . . 
tco of tho Supreme Court illld the Chairman of tho Criminal Procedural 

Hules Committee of the Supremo Court 

(6) Tho President of the Pennsylvania Bar .Associntion tho Chan-

c...ellor of the PhiJallclpliia Bar Association and the Prcsiclent of the 

Allegheny County Bar Association 

(7) Five members of 'the public residents of Pennsylvania not 

l('amed in the Jaw appointed by the Governor 
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: --1 (8)' Deans of the law schools of Pennsylvania 

2 .. 
. - "' - '· Section 0 . All appointed· members of the· Judicial Council shall 

3 hold office cltlring the pleasure of the appointing power No. member~ 

4 of the Judicial Council. shall receive any oompcnsation for his services 

6 hut shall be allowed his necessary expenses incurred in the pcrfonnnnoo 

· 7 · · '• Section 10 The Judicial Council shall meet at the call of the Chief 

·· 8 Justice at least three times a year 

9 Section 11 The Chief Justice sha11 call annual1y a ,J udicinl Con-

' 10 ~ fcrence composed of all the judges of courts of record within the C<>m-

11 · tnonwcalth · nnd shall invite thereto representatives of tho Bar the 

12 - 'General Assembly and other persons <'oncerned with tho administration 

: 13 · · of )t{stice for tlio ·purpose of discussing an cl considering problems of tho 

14 courts and the further improvement of the judicial system 

· Section 12 ·The salaries and ('ther expenses inciclent t.o tho opera-

tion of the OfHeC's of Court Administrator the Juclicinl Cound\ .aml tho 

17 Judicial Con£crcncc shall be paid out of the appropriations nrndo to 

. . 
, ·1s .. ·the Sui1Tcme Court 

19 Section 13 This a.ct shall ·ta~c effect impie<!iatcly_ 
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