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THE GENERAL ASSEL\IBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 454 Session of 

1961 

IN'l'HODUCED BY MR YATRON, .APRIL 4, 1961. 
I ZS- wuwc.1•""-<AWUUJU:ZS A•&• I Ii ZMCU AZ 

HEFEUHED TO CO)IMITI'E:g ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, 
APRIL 4, 1901. 

AH ACT 

:so 

..Amending the ;tct of )lay 16 1923 (P L 207) entitled "An act pro,·id-

ing w1H'n how upon what property and to what extent Hens slrnH 

Le allowed for taxes and for municipal improvements for the re-

moval of nuisnnres ancl for 'rnte1· rents or r:tt<'s ECwcr rlltcs n111l 

lighting rates for the procedure upon claims filed therefor tllC 

lll<'tho<ls for prc>~c>ning !'llf'h 1if'ns ilml <'nfordng payment of rnch 

clnims the cff ert of jnclieial sales of the inoperties Jienc(l the dis-

tribution of the proceeds of such sales and the redemption of the 

l:XPLANATJON-OAPITAL L'!J:'l'TKR8 lnd.lca.te new matter added to blll. Matter etrlelHft thre&lil 
la to be or..:.ltted trom blll. 
Undersooring Indicates new ma.tter added to existing Jaw. [Braeketa] lndle&t. m.a.t.w 
iriltdten from 6XlaUns l&w. 
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propl'rty I here from for the li<·n ::uul enlk<'I ion of cC'rf ain tnxN 

hcrctofon.• n&-e.;:scd :rncl of clnims for 1mmicipnl imprnwincnts 

ma<le and nui!<nllcl's rC'n10n•1l within six ntouths bdorn the pas· 

sage of this act am\ fo,· tllo pro~l-1.hirc on tax and municipal claims 

filed nndcr other nn1l prior acts of Assembly'> extending the 

period for rcvh·al of :mggcstions o.nd a\·crmcnts of nonpayment 

and default and tho timo for tho filing and renewal of such claims 

to twenty years and <'hanging fees 

Tho General Ae.sombly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

1 Section 1 Sections 9 and HI act of :May 16 1023 (P L 20'1) entitled 

t "An act providing when how upon what property and to what extent 

I liens shall be allowed for taxes and for municipal improvements for the 

' removal of nuisances and for water rents or rates sewer rates and light­

IJ ing rates for the procedure upon claims filed thereforo the methods for 

6 preserving such liens and enforcing payment of such claims the effect 

7 of judicial salC's of the properties liC'ncd tho distribution of the proceeds 

8 of such sales and the redemption of the property therefrom for the lien 

:I and collection of certain taxes heretofore assessed and of claims for 
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municipal improvement~ nu11lc niul nnisaue-0s rcmo\'cd within six months 

before the passage of this acl nnd for tho procedure on tax and municipal 

claims filed under other am] prior acts of Assembly'' amended December 

28 1959 (P I1 2027) arc amended to read 

Section 9 CJnhns for taxes waler rents or rates lighting ratC>s power 

rates and sewer 1·atcs must he tikd in the court. of common pkas of the 

county in whidt tlw propc~ty is situatcil unless the pl'opcrty is situate in 

the City of Philadc1p!tia awl the taxes or mtt•s 1ln 111JI PXl'('l'1l the mnxi-

mnm amount o\·er which tlie )funieipal Court of Phila1ll'lpl1ia hns origi-

11al j11ris1lictiu11 in whil'!1 pn•nf thl' l'laim must he fllr1l in tlw )l1111ii·ipal 

Court of Philadelphia All such c1aims s1iall be filed on or before the Inst 

day of the third calemlar y<'ar after that in w11ieh the tax('s or rntcs nro 

first payable except that [in dtics and school clistriets of tho first ('lnss] 

cfa.ims ['for real estate taxes watrr rents or. ~at('s anrl sewer l'('nfs or rAfc:>sl 

whirh ]rnye heretofore hccome 1iens pursuant to the provisions of this 

act. or which have been C'ntNcd of record as liens or whiel1 hnvc been 

liened and revived shall continue and remain as liens for tho pcriocl of 

twenty years from such re,·h·al entry or lien by operation of Jaw whirh­

O\'Cr ~hall have last occurred and other niunicipal claims must be filed in 
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2 .within six mouths from tho timo the work was done in froi1t of the 
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particular property where tho charge against the property is assessed or 

made at tho timo the work is authorized 'Within six months after the 

completion of tho improvement where the asscs~meut is rnaJe by the 

municipality upon all the properties after the completion of tho improve-

ment and within six months after confhnrntion by the court where con· 

finnation is. rc<p1irc1l the cNfifir;lf<" of the rnn-c~·or C'nginrcr or other 

du'3i\'c l)f tlir 1i11w 11f l'o111pll'tio11 liif'l't'l)f lmt he IJC'illg persoual1y liahlc 

to anyouc i11J11n·tl IJ.v :111,v fol:--:<• :;lah•lltl'llt thrrein "'here a borough lies 

in more th:m one county any sneli chlim filed by such borough may be 

filed in C'ach of such Muntic:i Jn cam the rl'a1 estate benefited by the im­

provement is sold before the municipal claim is filed the date of comp1e-

tion in said certificate shall determine the liability for the payment of the 

claim as between buyer and seller unless othcnvise agreed upon or us 

above set forth A number of years' taxes or i·atrs of different kinds if 

payable to tlie same plaintiff may be included in one claim The legal rate 

0£ interest shall he co1lectible on all municipal claims from the date of 

the completion of the work after it is filed as a lien and on claims for 
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1 taxes water rents or ratc.s lighting ratc.s or sewer i·atcs from the dnto 

:ii of the filing of the lieu therefor 

a Claims for taxes may he in the form of written or typ<nvritten listd 

4 showing the names of the taxables mid descriptions of the propertied 

l5 against which eaid claims are filed together with the amount of tho tnxea 

6 due such municipality Such lists may )Jc tlled on lJehalf of n siugle muniC4 

7 ipality or they may cover the unpaid taxes due an.'· two or m()re mnnfoi-

8 pa1itil1 S whose taxc:0> arn C'OllC'dc1l hy tlw sa~nc tax collcC'tor prMiilc.t the 

9 amo1111ts due C'arh rn1111iripality tue sC'paratcl~· shown .All tax claims hl'I'('· 

10 tofor filed in suC'h form :Hl' hC'rchy ratilir•l t·nnfin11e1l arnl made Yalitl rnh· 

11 sisting liens as of the dat11 of their original fili11g 

12 A number of years, faxes or rates of different kinds if payable to 

13 the same plaintiff may be included in ono claim Municipal claims shall 

14 like.wise be filed within said period where any appeal is taken from the 

15 assessment for the rcc-0very of which such municipal claim is filed In 

16 such case the lien filed shall be in the form hereinafter provided except 

17 that it shall set forth the amount of the claim as an undetermined 

18 nmount the amount thereof t<> be determined by the appeal taken from 

19 the assessment upon which such municipal claim is based pending in a 
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l <'crtain court (referring to the comt nliil~1b' i'roel'c•li11g where sueh ap-

2 pent is pending) Upon tho filing of stteh mn11icipnl claim t1w claim sliall 

a bo imfoxrd hy the prothonotsu-y npnn flw jmlgment ind<.'x and upon the 

4 loenlit~· index of thC' comt nrnl tlu.' nm01mt of tho ehlim set forth t11crcin 

6 ns an 11111lc:tcrminf'1l mnount 

6 If finnl jndgmC'nt is not obtnincd upon such ·appeal within ftivc) 

7 twl'nt,Y ~·car~ from tho flli11g nf snd1 municipal dnim tho claimant in the 

8 Jit:'n shnll within s11<·h p<'rio1l of ('ti\'cJ twC'nt~· years file a suggestion of 

9 nonpayment i11 the form liNeh1aftcr set forth which shall ham tl10 effect 

10 of continuing the lic>11 tJwrrof for a fmt11C'r period of [five] twenty 

11 years from the dnto of tiling such suggestion [cxe~pt that with respect 

12 to claims for t<'nl estnto taxC's water rat<'s or rents and sewer rates or 

13 rents in <'itics and scl10ol districts of tlie first class if final judgment is 

14 not obtained upon sttC'h nppeal wit11in tw<>nf,y years from the filing of 

15 such municipal daims the dninrnnt in the lic>n shall within such period of 

16 twenty years file a suggestion of noupayment in tho prescribed form 

17 which shall l1a,·e the effect of continuing the lien thereof for a fmther 

18 period of twenty years from the date of filing sueh suggestion] Sueh 

19 municipal claim sha11 be re\·ive<l in a similnr manner during each re<'nr-

20 ring period of [five] twcntv ~·ears therl'after until final judgment is en· 
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teretl upon saitl appeal ancl the muletC'rminctl amount of rnd1 m\111il'ipal 

claim is fixed in the nrnnner hercinaftC'r proritled LC'xt'epl thnt with n·· 

spect to daims for real estate taxes water ralrs or rents nml ~C'WC'r rntc·~ 

or rents in cities and S<'hool districts of the lk~t dn~s stt<'h m1111idpal 

daim.s shall be reYived in n simihn mauner during each recurriug period 

of twenty years thereafter until final judgment is entered upon said 

appeal an<l the \1IHleterminetl mnount of such municipal claim is fixed 

in the manner herciuafter provided) 

When the filial judgment is obtained upon such appeal the court 

in whiclt said municipal elaim is pending shall upon the petition of an~· 

interested party ntakc au order fixing tho undetermined amount claimed 

in such claim at the amount determined by the final judgment llpon 

said appeal which shall bC'ar interC'st from the date of tho vcnHct upon 

which final judgment was entert'd aucl thereafter tho nmount of SAirl 

claim shall ho the sum thus fixed Pr-0ceedings upon said munidpnl clnim 

thereafter shall be as in other cases 

'Vhere on final judgment 11pon said nppNtl it nppNns thnt 110 

amount is due upon the assessment for the recovery of which such dflim 

is filed the court in which such municipal claim is pending shall upon 
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1 thCl pl'tition. of nny iufrrc.·~t«d p:nt,Y rnnke an order striking such 

. . 

2 municipal C'1nim from the recor<l and C'lrnrge the costs upon such claim 

a to tl1c plnintitT in the dniin filed 

4 WhC'tQ such nppcnl is di~eontinucd the court in which su('h mu-

5 nicipnl C'lnim is 1>cnding shall upon the petition of any interested party 

6 mnke an onlC'r fixing the lllllklC'rmiucd amount claimed at the nmount 

7 of the original assessment whi<'h shnll bear interest from the dato tha't 

8 sneh am.issmcnt was originaHy payable and thereafter tl1e amount of 

9 such claim sJrnU be the sum thus fixed 

10 Section 15 Such tax municipal or other clllim if filed within tho 

11 period aforesaid shall remain a lien upon said properties until fully 

12 paid and satisfied l'roviJcd that either a suggestion of nonpayment 

18 and an avcrmcnt of dcf 11ult in the form hereinafter provided be filed 

14 either before or after judgment on the scire :(acias or else a writ of 

16 scire facias in the form herein provid~d be issued to revive the same 

16 within each period of [five] twenty yeats following (a) tbs date on , . 

17 wllich said clnim wns fi!Nl (b) the date on which n writ of scire facias 

18 was issued thereon (c) the date on whfoh any judgment was entered 

19 thereon (d) the date on which n p1·e>vious suggeation of nonpaym~nt 

20 and default was filed thereon or (c) the date on which a judgment o:f ~· 
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1. revival was obtained thereon [except that in cities and school districts 
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of the first class with respect to real estate taxrs water rates or rents 

and sewer rates or rents tho period within which such liens may be 

revived shall be. twenty years] 

The. suggestion and avcrment shall be in the following form uml('r 

the caption of the claim 

Aml now .......................... the claimant by ...... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . its solicitor or by the chief of ifs delinquent 

tax bureau :or in counties of the secoml class by the county controller . . . 
suggests of record thnt the above claim is still due and owing to tho 

claimant and avers that the owner is still in default for nonpayment 

thereof The prothonotnry is hereby directed to enter this suggestion 

and avermcnt on the municipal lien or the proper docket of the claim 

and also to index it upon the judgment index and on the locality index 

of the court for the purpose of continuing tlic lien of the claim 

Such suggestion and averment shall be signed by or have stamped 

thereon a facsimile sign&ture of the solicitor or chief executivc officer 

0£ the claimant or the chief of its delinquent tax bureau f'xcept in 

counties of the second class in which case it shall he signed hy or 11ave 

454-SW--2 
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stampC'1l thereon a facsimile signature of the county controller The 

prothonotary shall docket and index the suggestion and ··arnrment.s 

dircrlrtl t11orein and for such sen-ices [in all c<mntics of the fifth class 

and the politleal subdivisions in such counties] shall be entitled to a 

frc of one dollar ['and in all other c1asses of counties and the political 

subdivisions tlwrcof he slrnll receive the following fee] to he taxed . 

nncl colleckd as other costs in the claim 

('\There suggestion and an•rmC'nt is for taxC"s or municipal claims 

for one year nncl is dircckd to be indexed in onr name only ........ . 

...................... onr dollar ($1) 

Each additional year included ...........•..... one dollar ($1) 

Eneh additional name incluclecl .....•..•..•........ twenty-five 

cents ($. 25)] 

The filing and indoxing of such suggestion and avcrment within 

(five yNirs or in any city or school district of the first class within] 

tw<>nty ,vears of filing the claim or the issuing of any writ of sciro 

facias tltC"rcon or of any judgment thereon or of the filing of any prior 

suggestion and averment of default shall have the same force and effect 

for the purPoSes of continuing and preserving the lien of -the claim as 

though a writ of scire facias had been issued or a judgment or judgment 
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1 of revival had been obtainrd within snrh period Pruvickd That 110 writ 

I of levari facias shall bo issued upon n <'lnim for tho pmpoH_' c1f rxf1osi11g 

8 the property lien~d to shcrifT's snlc \"xccpt nfte1· n jmlgmmt shnll 111\n• 

' -been duly obtained upon the cll\im as provided in this srdio11 111111 s11t•h 

8 judgment must have been ohtainc>(l within [fi\'c yNus or in n11y l'ity 

6 or school district of the first dai:.s within l twcnt~· ~·"nrs of thC' i~s\lfll\rC' 

'I of the lcvari facias Whcncwcr thC' lien of a rlnim hns Lc('n l'('Vi\'ctl 

8 and continued by the filing and irnl('xing of a snp-gcstion mul R\'l'l'll\Pllt 

I of default the claimant ma~· at :my time within [fi\'C' ~·NH·s tlirrC'frn111 

10 or in any city or school clistril't of the first dass within] twC'nt~· ye1trs 

11 issue a writ of scirc facias thereon reciting all suggestion and nvcrmcnt 

11 of default filed since the filing of the claim and shall proceed thereon 

18 in the manner herein provided subject to the right of t11e owner to 

1' raise any dcf ensc arising sinre the last judgment 

1G If a claim be not filr<l within the time aforesaid or if it be not 

18 prosecuted in the manner nnd at the time aforesaid its lien on real 

17 estate sliall he wholly lost 
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We ('ertify that thi~ bill has i·a~Ni the Senate anti the Houe of 

........................ •.• ................. .. 
Chief Clerk, S.. 

.......................... _ ............. . 
President pro tempo re, s~naie. 

• • •• e I t •••• I II ••••• e e • e • •••• e •••••• e • • • t e 

Speaker, House of Rcpre8entat.in1 

Approved The ·, • , , •••• da7 of • • . . . . • . . . . • • . . . • • . • • • A. D. 1961 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Governor 


