THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
.No. 464 Sjsssio:;f‘

INTRODUCED BY MESSRS. WEINER, MURRAY A\'D SEYLER,
APRIL 4, 1001,

REFERRED TO COMMITTER O’\' PUBLIO HEALTHI AND
WELFARE, APRIL 4, 1001,
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AN ACT

Authorizing and directing tho Governor on behalf of the Coramon-

wealth of Pennsylvania to execute an interstato compact reléting
to fhe interstate placement of children
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Iennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows
Section 1 The Governor is hereby authorized and directed to

exccute a compact on behalf of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

with any other state or states legally joining therein in form sub-
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stantiallj as follows

Tuterstate Compact On The Placement Of Children

Aticle T
Purpose and Policy

. It is the Apurpose and poliéy of the party states to cooperate with

.. each other in the interstate placement of children to the end that

(a) Each child requiring placement shall receive the maximum

-apportunity to be placed in a suitable environment and with persons or

institutions Im\'ir;g #ppropréate qualiﬁcnti’ons and {acilities to provide. a
necessary and desimhlﬁ degree and type of care

(b) The appropriate authorities in a state where a child is to be
placed may ha\fc fl!ll opportunity to ascertain the circumstances of the
proposed placement thcrqby promoting full compliance with applicable
lfcqtlil'elllellts for the protection of the child

(¢) The proper authoritics of the state from which the placement
is madc may obtain the most complete information on the basis of
which to evaluate a projeeted placement before it is mndc.

(d) Appropriate jurisdictional avrangements for the care of children

will be promoted
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Article T -
Definitions

As used in this»compacl

(a) “Child” means a person who by feason'of_minority i_sv legally
subjcc; to parental guardianship or similar control

(b) “Sending agency” means a party state oflicer or employe thereof

-~ a subdivision of a party state or oflicer or employe thereof a court of

a party state a person corporation association charitable ageney or
other entity which sends brings or causes to be sent or brought any
child to another party state

- () “Receiving state” means the state to which a child’ is sent
brought or caused to be sent or brought whether by public guthdrities
or private persons or agencies and whether for p}acémcnt with state or

local public authorities or for placement with private agenciea or persons

(d) “Placement” means the arrangement for the care of ‘:1 child
- in a family free or boarding home or in a child-caring agency or institu-
tion but does not include any institution caring for the mentally ill
wentally defective or epileptic or any institution primarily educational

-in character and any hospital or other medical facility
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Condition; va1‘ Placement
(a) No sending state shall send bring or cause to be sent or brouéht

into any other party state any child for placement in foster care or as

a preliminary to a possible adoption unless the sending agency shall

comply with cach and every requircment set forth in tﬁis article and
with the applicable laws-of the receiving state governing the placement
of children therein

(b) Prior to sending bringing or causing any child to be sent or
brought into a rcceiving state for placement in foster care or ag a pre-
~ liminary to a possible adoption the sending agency shall furnish the
appropriate public an‘thoritiés in the receiving state writfen notice of
the intention to send l;ring or place the child in the recciving state |
The notice shall contain

(1) The name date and place of birth of the child

~(2) The identity and address or addresses of the parents or lcg,;al

guardian

(3) The name and address of the person ageney or institution to
or with which the sending agency proposes to-send bring or place the

child
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- (4) A full statement of the reasons for such proposed action and -

ovidenee of the authorityﬁurshant to which the placemo;lt..is proposed
to bo made

(¢) Any public officer or agency in a receiving state which is in
receipt of a notice pursuﬁnt to paragraph (b) of this article ma); request
of the sending agency or any other e;ppropriéte oﬂicer or sigency of or
in the sending agency’s state and shall he entitled to receive theréfrox_n; -
such supporting or additional information as it may deem necessarj
under the circumstances to carry out the purpose 'and polic); of this
compact

(d) The child shall nét be sent brought or caused to be sent or
. brought inte the receiving state until the appropriate public authorities
-in the receiving state shall notify the seanding agency in writing to the
effect that the proposed placement does not appear to be contrary to the
interests of the child

Article 1V
~ Penalty for Ilegal Placcment
~~ The sending bringing or- causing to be sent or'bmught into any

receiving state of a child in siolation of the terms of this compact shall
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conshmte a nolnhon of the laws reﬂpf‘ctu;é the . placem‘utt of c‘nlld;‘en '
of both the éiéfc in i\'}iich t?xdséndiné ageney is located ar froin which
it ‘sends ox; brihgs the child and of the Vrecei\'ing state Such violation
may be punished or squected to benalty in either jurisdiction in aecord- ‘
a.nvce. with its laws In additien to liabi‘nvit_s".{or {ill} such puni}sbment. or
pehalty an‘s; such violation shall constitute full and sufﬁcignt grounds
for t‘he suspension or revocation of any license permit or other legal
auvtl_lorization Held by the sonding'agcncy'which empowers or allows it
to place or care for children
Article V
Retention of Jurisdietion

(2) The sending agency shall retain jurisdiction over the child

suflicient to determine all matters in relation to the custody supervision

-edre treatment and disposiﬁon of the child which it would have had if
the child had remained in the sending égency’s state until the child is
adopted reaches majority becomes sélf—supporting or is disclinrged with
the concurrence of the appropriate autherity in the receiving state Suc-i}
jurisdiction shall also include the power to effect or canse the return
-of the child or its tran;fer to another location and custody pursuant

to law The sending agency shall continue to have finaneial responsibility
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‘for support and’ mairteriance of the child during ths: period of the .

2 placement i\’othing éBn{nin‘ed‘hét‘ein shail dbfa‘flt a- cléim of juﬁs_d-i'et;r‘m
3 ' by a receiving state ‘sufficient to deal with an act of -de?i’nqhéncy:ox"
crime committed therein o C R
(b) When' the sending agen-cy”i's a public agency i; may enter into
an agreement with an authorized public or private agency-in the r_cceiw
ing state providing for the performance of one or more services in
respect of such éase by the latfer as agent for the sending agericy
(¢) Nothing in this compact shall be construed to prevent a private
charitable agency authorized to ‘place ‘children in the recciving state
’f.xi'oni‘pefforming services or acting as agent in that state for a privatev
 charitablo aé@ncy of the s‘c-‘nding.state‘ nor fo present’ the ageney in
the recci\'inlg-stat(*- from -dis'charging financial responsibility for “the
support and maintenance of a child who has been placed’ on’ behalf of
D the sending‘agenc_.i' without r.(-lio:‘ving‘ the responsibility “sef forth in
paragraph (a) hereof
' Ar-ﬁ’cle Vi
Institutional Care of Delinguent Children

A child adjudicated delinquent may be placed in an institution in

another party jurisdietion pursuant to this compact but no such place-
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ment shall be made unless the child is given a court hearing on notice

to the parent or guardian with opportunity {o be heard prior to his

being sent to such other party jurisdiction for inétitgtional care and -
the cbi;rt ﬁx:ds that
(1) Equivalent. faciliticsa for the child ars not availuble in the
sending agency’s jurisdictibn and
(2) Institutional care in the other jurisdiction is in the best interest
of the child and will not produce undue hardship
Articlo VII
Compact Administrator
Thé executive head of cach jurisdiction party to this compact shall
designato an officer who shall be general coordinator of activities under
this compact in his jurisdiction and who acting jointly with like officers
'of other party jurisdictions shall have power to promulgate rules and
regulations to carry out moro cffectively the terms and provisions of
this compact
Artcle VIII
Limitations

This compact shall not apply to

(a) The sending or bringing of a child into a recciving state by




s Printer's Now506

his parent stépparent grandpatent adalt- brother ot sistes. adult uncle

ot sunt 0; his gusrdian-and leaving the ¢itild with any Sll(;}ili reMtfve br |
non-agency guardian in the feceiving state

(b) Any placement sending or bringing of a child ‘ii:i'to:a 'i"édeiviﬁg
state purm@nt to any other inferstate éompact to which both( the state
from which’ the Ciﬂld -is" sent. or brought dnd the receiving state are
~ party or to any other agreement between said states wﬂich has the
force of law

Artiele IX
Enactment and” Withdrawal

This compact shall ‘he open to jeinder by any state territory or
possession of the United States the District of ‘Columbia the Commion-
wealth of Puerto Rico and with the consent of Corigress the Govén-
‘ment of Canada or any province thereof Tt shall become effective with
respect to any such jurisdiction when such jurisdiction has enacted the
came into law Withdrawal from this compact shall be by the cnactnient
of a statute repealing the same but shall not take .é{fbct until two vears
after the cffective date of such statute and until written notice of the

withdraival has been given by the withdrawing state to the Governor

464—SW—2
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.oi _each other party jurisdiction Witkdrawal of a party state shall not

affect the rights duties and obligations under this compaét of any sending
agenc; therein with respect to a plgc;,em_eiz__t 'rqadfp prior to the effe«;tivé
date of withdrawal |
Article X
. Construction and Severab;xl'it}

The provisions of this compact shall be liberally mﬁstfued to
cffectuate the purposes thercof Tho provisions of ﬁxis cémpact shall be
soverable and if any phrase clause sentence or provision of this cor-npa‘:ét"
is declared to be contrary to the oonstihition of any party state or of
the Unitcd States or the applicability thereof to any government agency
person or circumstance is held invalid the validity of the remainder
of this compact and the applicebility thereof to any government agency
person or circumstance shall not be affected thercby If this compact
shall bo held contrary to the constitution of any state party thereto
the compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining
states and in full force and cifect as to the stafe affected as to all sever-
able matters

Section 2 Fiuancial. responsibility for any child placed pursuant

to the provisions of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Chil-
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"dren shall be determined in accordance with the provisions of Article V.

thereof in the first instance However in the event of partial or comploto

dofault of -pcrformahce th-e'rfeunde‘r. the \;‘)rovisioﬁvs‘ of ,aﬁy laws of the
'Commonﬁéalth fixing résponsi'oility for the su;:)(-)ibr; of children al.?x‘;
may be invoked
| Section 3 The “appropriéte pubiic authorities” as used in Article
TIT of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Child;‘en shall with
réference to this State mean the Department of Public Welfare and
said department shall receive and act with reference to notices required
"by said Article IIT
Section 4 As used in paragraph (a) of Article V of the Interstate
Compact on the Placement of Children the phrase “appropriate éuthority
in the recciving state” with reference to this State shall mean the De-
partment of Public Welfare
Section 5 The officers and agencies of this State and its subdivisions
having authority to place children are hereby empowered to enter into
agreements with appropriate officers or agencies of or in other party
states pursuant to paragraph (b) of Article V of the Interstate Compact

on the Placement of Children Any such agreement which contains a
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_finaneial commitment or imposes a financial obligation on this Stats

or subdivision or ageney thereof shall not be binding unless it has the

4z

approval in writing of the Sccretary of Public Welfare in the case of

t}ie State and of the countj iné_titution_ districf; in the case of a sub-
division of the State

Section 6 Aﬁy court having jurisdiction to place-;iéihzquént children
may place such a child in an institution of or in anotherr state pﬁrsu:iht
to A‘rticle VI of the Tnterstato Compact on the Placeméﬁt of Children
and shall retain jurisdiction as prov?ded in Article V thereof

Section T As used in Article {’II of ihe’Interstat'é Comp{act on the
Placement of Children the term “ogccvjfix'e ]1ea(_l>” means the Governor
of tho Commonweanlth of Pennsylvania The Governor is hereby aﬁtbm--
ized to designate an officer who shall be the compécf .admif}ﬁstrator in

aceordance with the terms of said Article VII

Scetion 8 This act shall take effect immediately
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We certify that this bill has passed the Scnate am_i the House of

Representatives.

President pro tempore, Senate

s e s s e LEEnbES

Sp;eaker, House of Repreeenuatxvee

e e A. D. 1961.

Governor




