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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 464 Session of 

1961 

INTRODUCED UY MESSHS. '\'EINEH, )lUUHAY AND SEYJ .. ER, 
APHIJ, 4, 1{101. 

REFEURED TO CO~Dtl'f'l'El<~ ON PUBLIO llll,AT.'l'II AND 
\VEJ,FAHE, APHI f, 41 1001. 

AN ACT 
Authorizing and directing tho Governor on behalf of tho Common-

wealth of Pennsylvania to exccuto an interstate c:xnnpact relating 

to the intcrst~to placement of children 

The General .Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

hereby enacts as follows 

1 Section 1 The Governor is hereby authorized and directed fo 

2 execute a compact on behalf of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

3 with any other state or states legally joining therein in form sub-

ExPu.vAno~-CAPITAL LETI'ERS indicate new matter added to bill. Matter etriclc~­
ts t-0 be omitted from bill. 
Underscorlng ln<i!cates new matter added to e.xt&ttng 1.aw. [Br&d:eta] tndlcate m•U.er 

"'Stricken from ext.sting law. 
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1 · stflnt ially as follmvs . 

2 Interstate. Compact On The I•lacemeut Of Children 

3 Article I 

i Pm-pose and Policy 

rJ It is the purporn and policy Qf the party states to coo~rnte with 

6 each ot}1cr. in t.he interstate placement of cl~it<lren to tl1e end .that 

· 1 (a) Each child requiring plncc111cnt €hall rccdn~ the mnximum 

8 · opportui1ity lo be placed in a suitable environment a,n<l wi.th j)~rson:i or 

9 institutions having appropriate qualifiC"atious and facilities to proviJe. :\ 

10 nccl'ss:try :md rlcsirahlci cfogrcc aucl type of care 

11 (b) The approp1·iatc aut11oritics in a ~tatc where :l d1ild is lo Ii<! 

12 placed may have full opportunity to aH·crtain the circumstances of tho 

13 proposed placement thereby promoting full complhrnce with appJicalJJe 

14 requirements for the proh'(,'lion of the ehiM 

15 (c) The proper authorities of the state from whirh the placement 

16 l:i ma<lc may obtnin the most l'omplctc information on the basis •)f 

17 which to entluate a projl·cted plaerrneut Lefore it is made 
.... 

18 (d) .Appropriate jmi::dif'tional :nrnngr-m<>ul~ fol' th<> cnn' •)f <'hildr••n 

J 9 will be promoted 
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J Article II 

2 Definitions 

3 As usc~d in this compact 

4 (a) "Child)) mc-:rns fl person who by renson of minority is legally 

5 suhjcct to par<'ntal gmmlianship or simiJnr C'Olltrol 

6 (b) "Sending ngcncy" means a p:nt,Y state o!lic~r or ~mployc thereof 

7 · a subdh,ision -0! n p:irty stnte or oflircr or employe th\'.Jrcof a court of 

8 a party state a person corporation asso"iation c.>hnritnblo ag('n~y or 

9 other entity which sends brings or caus<'s to be sent or brought any 

10 child to another party state• 

11 (c) "Recehing i<tnto0 means the state to which a child is sent 

12 brought or caused to he rnnt or brought whcth<'r by public autlwritie:s 

13 -0r private persons or agcndes and whether for placement with stato or 

14 local publio authorities. or for plReeuurnt with prinlto agencies or pcr~~ns 

15 (d) "Placement" mran5 the arrangcmrnt for the ('fire of a ~hil<l 

16 in a family free or hoardinrr home or in a ('hiltl-caring ar!cnev or institu~ • h 0 .. 

17 tiou but docs not include nny institution C':-triug for the. mcn.tillly ill 

18 mentally defective or epileptic or any institution primarily educational 

19 . in charRetei: and an:.· hospital or other mc<lka1 facility 
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Article Ill 

Conditions for Placement 

(a) No sending state ~lrnll send bring or eausc to be sent or hrought 

into nny other party state :my l'hild for p1act'mcnt in ioster eare or ·a~ 

5 a preliminary to a possihle adoption unless tho sending ngency ~hal1 

6 

7 

8 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

comply with carh and c,·cry requirement set forth in this article and 

with the npp1ical,Jc laws of tlrn receiving state governing tho placement 

o{ cllil<lrci1 therein 

(b) Prior to sending bringiug or causing any child to be sent or 

brought into a receiving ~tnte for place~ncnt in foster ('are or ng a pre­

liminary to a pO!'sible a<loption the sending agency !.'lrnll furnish the 

appropriate public authorities in the -rccc>iving stntc writt<'n notice of 

the intention to sc111l bring or pl:tcc the child· in the rccching state 

The notice shaH contain 

(1) The name tlate and place of birth of the rhild 

(2) The idc>ntit)· and adtlrc>ss or addrc>s.sC's of the pArcnts ol' legal 

guardian 

(3) The i1amc and a<ldres~ of the pcrsrm agcnry or in~titution to 

or with whieh the ~ci1di11g agency propo~cs· to send bring or plllce the 

child 
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- (-1) A full statement: ·of the reasons for such proposed action and 

2 ovidc1ico o{ the authority. pursuant to which the. placement. i& proposed 

3 to bo mn<lc 

4 (c} Any public officer or agency in a Teceiving state whkh is in 

5 receipt of n notice pursuant. to paragraph (b) of this article may rct1uost. 

6 of the &Jnding agenay or any other appropriate officer or agency of or 

7 in tho ~ending agency's i::tntc and sl1a1l he entitled to receive tlicrcfrom 

8 such supporting or additional info:mation a$ it may - deem ncccMary 

9 under tho cirrumstanccs to carry out the vurposo and policy of this· 

10 comp~d 

11 (u) The child shall uot be sent brought or caused to be sent or 

· 12 .. brought into the receiring state. until -the appropriate public authorities 

13 . in the receiving state shall notify tho sending agency in writiug lo the 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

effect that the pr<>pos('tl placement dors not appear to be c-0ntrary to the 

interests of the child 

Article IY· 

Penalt.v for Illegal Placement. 

· · The sending bringing or causing to be sent or brought into any 

receiving state of a child in ~iolation of the terms of this co11ipact shall 

-. 
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l constitute a viol_ntion of the laws respecting the. placcn~ellt of children 

2 . of both tbe ·sfr1tc 111 ~vhich the· sending agency i's ·loratc<l (Ir ·froin whi~h 

3 it ·sends· or brings the child. and of the receiving st a to Such violation 

-i m~y be p_unished or subjected to penalty in cilLcr jliriEdiction in itc~ord-

6 ance witJ1 its lnws In n<ldition to liability for riny such punishment. or 

6 penalty any such violation shn1l constitute full and sufficient grounds 

7 for the susprnsion or re,·ocation of any license permit or oth~; legal 

8 authorization heJd by tlrn s<>nding ·Agency which empowrrs or allows it 

9 to place or caro for children 

10 Artido Y 

11 Retention of Jurisdiction 

12 (a) The sending agency shall retain juris<liction o\·er tho d1ilcl 

13 sufficient to determine all mntt<>~s in relation to tho custo,ly supcnh1ion 

14 care treatment an<l disposition of the dtiM which it wou1J hll\'O hnd if 

15 the child harl remained in the sending agency's stnto unlit tho rhild i~ 

16 adopted reaches majority becomes self-supporting or is disc>hnrg~<l with 

17 the c-0ncurrcnce of the appropriate authority in the rccdving state Such 

18. jurisdiction sl1all also include the power. to eff cct or cans(' tho return 

19. -of the child or its transfer to another location. ancl custody pursuant 

20 t-0 lrtw The sending agcnry shnll Mntinne to haYc fin:mcinl rcspom.ihilit~· 

. - , . . ,, ~ . ' . - ~. 



1 . for support arid: mniritcriance of the t'hild during the; pedod of tho 

3 · by a receiving s·tatc: sufficient to deal with an ii.ct ·of· dclinqi1cncy · ur 

.. -1 crime committed therein 

(b) When· tJie ·sending agency is a public agency it may enter into 

6 an agreement with an authorized public or private agcncy·in tho rccoiv-

7 iug state providing for the performance of ono or more services m 

8 respect of su<.'h c1lsc by the latter as agent for the sending agericy 

9 (c) Nothing in this compat't shall be construed to prcwnt a private 

10 drnritahlc agency. a~ithorizcd to place children in the receiving state 

11 
' . . 

from performing sen-ices or acting as agi:-i1t in that !!tate for a private 

12 charitable agency of the !!ending state nor fo · pr~.venf 'the' :lgm1cy in 

13 the rccci\·ing sHtt<• from di::cliarging iinandnl l'('.3p-Onsibility for· the 

14. support and runintenrmcc of a ('hiJd \vho has· he<>n placeil' on' bC'half of 

. ' 

15 the sending agency without rc>lic\·ing the rC'spomibilit}'. ~et forth Ill 

w parograph (a) hereof 

17 Article VI 

18 Institutional Care of Delinquent Childrcu 

HJ A ehild a<l.iudicatc1! dPliuqucnt may l1c plac:c>tl i11 a11 iu:::titutiou in 

'.W ;m11thl'r party jm·isdiction pursuant to this (·ornpact lmt no !illch plaec-
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1 ment shnH be made unless the cbild is given a court hcnring on notice 

2 t-0 the parent or guar<lif\n with opportunity to be heard prior. to. hfa 

3 being aent to such other. party jurisdiction for institutional c~re and 

4 the court finds that 

6 (1) Equivalent facilities !or tho child are not available in the 

6 sending agency's jurisdiction and 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

(2) Institutional care in the other jurisdiction i<J in tho best interest 

()f tM t"ltild and will not pro<lu<'o um)uo hardship 

Artido VII 

Compact Administrntor 

The executive head of cnch jurisdiction party to this compact shall 

designate 'ln officer who shnll be general coordinator of activities under 

this oompact in his jurisdiction and who acting jointly with like officer~ 

of other party jurisdictions shnll ha\'C power to promulgate rules and 

15 regulations to carry out moro cffoctivcly the terms and provisions of 

16 this CQmpact 

17 Arliclo VIII 

18 limitations 

19 This compact slrnll not npply to 

20 (a) The sending or bringing of a child into a t·ccciving state by 



l hi~ puo11t step-patent grandpal"Cnt itdhlt brotliet ot ~fatct~ ttdult un~le 

. 2 ot au11i or his guardian· and lcttving the ~i1ild with a11y such relative <>r 

I non-~gency guardian in tho tet~ivi11g gfiUe 

• (b} Any placement sendiug -0r bringing of a child into· a ·receiving 

5 state pursuant to any other interstate compact to which both the state 

6 from which· the child ·is· eent. or brought 'nnd the receiving 1.1tate aro 

7 party or to any Mher agreement between s.ni<l states whfoh Jing the 

8 /orrc of law 

9 Article IX 

10 

11 'rhis cotnp1tct sha 11 ; he open to joitafor by any state territory or 

·12 possession ()f the Unit<'<l Htafc>s the District of ·Cofombia the Com1rion--
lS wealth of Puerto Hico :md with the comcnt o! Co1igrcss the Oovetn-

....-:,. 

14 'ment of Cannrla or any province thereof it' shaH bc<'om~ C"t'f<'cth•c 'vith 

15 rC'spcct to any such juri!'dicfion when rnch jurisdiction lrns enacted the 

i6 same into law 1\1ithdrawar from this compact shall be hy tho cnnctni~nt 

l'i of a stntnfe repealing the same hut shall not take cffrd 11~1til two ~·cars 

18 after tlw cffcctiYc date of such statute aml until "rittcn noti~e of tho 

19 withdra\vnl has been given by the withdrawing state to the Governor 

464-SW-2 
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1 , o{. each. other parly jurisdiction_ Withdr~wal of a party s'ato_ ~hall not 

3 aff oot tho rights duties nnd Qbligntions under this COJilpact ?£ any ttendi_ng 

-

I agenoy therein with respect to a placem~n~ ~ado prior. to tha ef(ootive 

. 6 date of withdrawal 

I Article X 

.I Construction and Sevcrability 

.7 The provisions of tliia compnct shall ~ liberally constl1led to 

8 cffootusto the purposes thereof Tho pr-0visioM of this compact shRU be 

• severable nnd if any phri\e.e clause s<'ntcn<'-0 or provision of this compact· 
;r 

1' iB doolared to be oontrary to the oonstitution o{ any party state or of 

11 thu United States or tho applicability thereof to any government ngency 

12 person or circumstance is held invalid tho validity of tho rcmilindor 

18 of this compact and the app1icabi1ity thereof to any government agency 

.1, person or circumatan~ shall not he affected thereby If this compact 

.16 shall bo held con~rary to tho <:.onstitution of any state party thereto 

16 the compact s~all remain in fuU. force and effect as to the r£>maining 

17 states and in foll force and cff ect as t-0 the state affrctcd as to all scn'r-

IS ablo matters 

19 Section 2 Fiuanei:il rcsponEibility for any child placed pursuant 

20 to the provisions of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Chil-
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l . dren shall be determined in accordr.nce with tho ·p1·ovisions of Article V 

. ~ thereof in the nr8t fa.stance Ilowovcr in the event o{ partial or compioto 

t . ~ .. 

8 default of. pcrfornumcc the~eunder the J>rovisions of any laws of the 

' Commonwealth fixing responsibility for tho supp0rt of childreu al.sO 

G may be invoked 

6 Section 3 The "appropriate public authorities'' as used in Al'tiele 

7 III of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children shall with 

8 reference to this State mean the Department of Public 'Velfare and 

9 said department shall receive and aet with reference to notices requirNI 

lO ·by said Article III 

11 Section 4 As used in paragraph (a) of Article V of the Interstate 

l2 C-0mpact on tho Placement of Chlldren the phrase "appropriRte antho;ity 

IS in the receiving state" with reference to this State shall mean the nc-

14 partment of Publie Welfare 

15 Section 5 The officers and Agencies of this State and its subrliviEions 

16 having authority to place childr<:>n :u<> herehy empowered to enter int,1 

17 agreements with appropriate officers or agencies of or in other party 

18 states pursuant to paragraph (b) of Article V of the Interstate Compact 

19 on the Placement of Children Any such agreement. which contains n 
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· 1 . tinnnciRl commitmC'nt or imposes ·a financial obligation on this Stat.) 

2 or subdivision or ngcnc.y thereof shitll not be binding unless it has the 

3 approval in writing 0£ the Secretary of Public 'Velfare in the citse of 

4 tho Sta~e and of tlrn county ins.titution district in the case of a sub-

t) . division of the State 

6 Section G Any court having jurisdiction to place delinquent children 

7 may phco such a cMld in an institution of or in another state pursuant 

8 to J\rticlo VI of tl10 Intcrstnto Compact on the Plaeemcnt of Children 

9 and shall retain juri$1liclion os provided in Article V thereof 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

ta 

Section 7 As 11ml in Article VII of the Interstate Compact on tho 

PlnC'l:•mont of Cl1iMrcn the turm "executive head" means tho Governor .· 

,. 

o( tho Co111mo11\\'('11lth o{ Pe!lnsylvania The Governor is lier\lby author-

.. 

iif.ccl to tlcsigunto nu ofliccr who shall he the compact lldministrator in 

nccor!lcuu.·o with the terms of said Article VII 

Hcdion 8 This act shall take effect immediately 
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We certify that this bill has pa~ed tho St'nate and the House of 

Representativ6'q_ 

I I • • • • • 111 • • • • • • • • • I • • • • • • • • • • • ti • • • • • • 1 • • • 

Chief Clerk, ·senate 

............................................. 
PresMent pro tempore, Senate 

......................................... 
Speaker, House of Representative& 

- ·-~' ·. 

.Approved 'Ihe .....•.. day of . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A. D. 1961 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Governor 
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