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-THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY' OF PENNSYLVANIA 

.. 

SENATE BILL 
Ho. 467 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

INTRODUCED BY llESSHS. VAN SANT, SIIl\FER, "r AIU~, 
EHR~OOD, STROUP AND SCOT'l', AJ>JUL 4, lOCH. 

REFERRED TO CO)lMITTEE ON l>UHT.IO HEAT1TU AND 
\VELFAHE, APRU1 4, 1961. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of Juno 24 1037 (I> J, 2051) entitled "An act relating 

to public assistance providing for an<l regulating assistance to-

certain classes of persons designated aud defined as dependent 

children agc<l persons blind persons awl other persons requiring 

relief providing for the administration of this net by tho Depart~ 

ment of Public Assistance and county bonrds of assistance hereby 

created for this purpose authorizing the Department of Jlublic 

Assistance to cooperate with and to accept and dislmrso moneys re-

EU"LANAnoN-CAPITAL LETTERS lnd.lcai. new mauer &ddod to bill. Matter wlelttl\ ~euglt-
15 to be omitted trom bill. 
Undersco?tng lndicate.s new matter added t.o uJaUn1 law. (Bracktt.J lndlcate matte· 
lltrtclten from msuni la.w. 
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;- ccivcd from the United States Government for a~sishmcc to such 

1)ersons providing for the liquidation of the State J;mcrgrmcy He-

.. 

lief Hoard Boards of Trnstces of the itothcrs' Acisistanco Fund 

and Boards of Trustees of Pension }\md for the l3lind and repeal-

ing Jn.,\·s relating to mothers' assistance pensions for 'tho blind old 

age nssistlmce and the State Emergency Helicf Board" cxtemli_ng. 

assistance to il1dndc hos11italization for certain aged pcr5ong 

rcmo\ring col'taiu limitations on tho receipt of nssistanc:e by agotl 

persons pro,·i!ling for n new phm for mctlit•al assistance for 

aged 1rnrsons and imposiug 11owcrs and <lntics on tlw Dopnrtnl{'nt 

of Public "rC'lfarn in eonncction thrrcwith rnnking an apprn-

priation aucl n·p<·aling ~·e1·tni11 existing law" 

The General Assrmhly of the Commonwealth of Pcnnsyh-:rni:1 

hereby enacts as follow~ 

1 Section 1 Section 2 aet~of .Tune 2·1 Hl~7 (P L 2051) known ns the 

2 "Puhlic .As5istmH'C• Law" amC'111lrd ~fay 15 lflfiG (P L Hi73) is amended 

3 to re:ld 

4 Sl'ction 2 Definitions As n~c·d in this act nnlc~s othcrwi£c indieate1] 

"A£sistancc" means assistancn in monoy goods shelter medical t•are 
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1 work relief 01· services provided from or with Stuto or Federal fonds 

q . 
..., for indigent pm-sons who rl'sidc iu Pcnusylvnnia nnd need n::;sis~ 

3 tanco to provide for thcmsch-es. 31Hl their dependents a decent a11tl 

4 healthful slam.lard of living a·1111 for inrligcnt homeless or transient -

5 persons The word assistnncc slrnll he l.'•)llstrncil to include pcnsbns for 

6 those blind persons who Rf(' r.ntitkd to pcn5ions ns provided in thh 

7 act and to indude also bmial for tho!3c indigent persons who w~rc 

8 receiving assistance at tho timo of their <leath Tbe word assistnnce 

9 shall also be construc<l to indudo suflicient finnncinl assistance to cnnblo 

10 physically <liAAbled pm.sons who require nur:'ing home care a~ prescribed 

11 by responsible physicians to secure adequate nursing homo cnro oven 

J2 thoup;l,1 the rate of SH<'h as::<istanc<} muy be greater than the usual rate 

13 of nssistanec to per.sous who do not ucc<l nur:;ing homo care The word 

14 assistance shnlJ also he construed to indmlc inpatient hospital care of 

15 recipients of assi:;tancc who arc sixty-fi\'c years of ago or over 

16 "Ocncral .ASE.istnncl~" means assistanec pro\'ide<l to pN·solls entitled 

17 under this act to assistance other t l1:m clepe111 lr11 f l'hil1l ron aged persons 

18 blind pcr~ons and uisablcJ 11crsons 

-19 ·"Medical .As.:sistt11wc for tlw .Agc;l" mcani! metlical assistance for 

20 perwns i'ixty-fh-c yc·ars of ago or over who nr<' not rceipic11ts of "a&'li~t 

"-
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l nncc'1 as dc>finr.I in this net but ,\·l10sc, income and rcsotlrccs ato in~ 

2 sutTicicut to n1cct tho costs of llCCCSHtr_y nicdir.1} scrviCC'S :EJigibiJity for 
3 i:nicl mcdicnl ns,,istnncc for the aged n'ncl the nature nnd extent thereof 

4 ~hall Lo dctrrminl'd ns 1Wo\·i1lrd in $cction 0.1 of this net · 

· 5 "J.o<'nl ]foardn ml'nns nny county bo:nd of nssh:1tancc established 

6 uwfor the provisioi1s of this !H't 

7 The masculine pronoun indmlcs the f cminine 

8 SC!etion 2 S11hsretio11 (b) of scrtio1\ 0 of the n~t mnel'ldcd August 

10 Section fl Eligihility for A~sislancc Any 11erson residing within this 

n Comhloh\\·ealth i<haJI hcr<!nftcr Le entitled to receive pt1blic ~ssist~nce as 

12 pro\·iclcd by law \Yithout regard to the period of tiinc he or she hl\s 

13 resided thc1·cin nrnl the Department of Public Assistance sha1l grant 

14 nssist::mcc without regard to the period of time nn.v person seeking 

15 1n1blic assistance aucl otherwise C'ntitlcd thereto !drnll have resided within 

16 this State Provided howc,·ct That ·if the applicant for imh1ic assistanl!c 

17 · hlis rt>i:.i<lcd in Pmrnsykanfa for Ic.>s than one year immediately prcccd · 

18 ing tl1c elate of makiug app1i<'alion fot 1mistancc fntch person shall only 

19 lie ent itJc<l to tdC'ivo pubJic a:>Sisttlnce ·if lie or she was last a resident 
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l of a state 'vhich 1Jy law regulation or reciprocal ogrN'lllr.nt ";lf}i J>cnn-

. 
y 

2 sylvania grni1ls public as~istnncc to a 11crson who l1ns rcsitled tlrn~oin 

3 for less tlian one year A child le~s than ono yl'nr o{ ngo ·1s coris;dered 

4 ns deriving rcsiclcncc from either (1) n prircnt or (2) othcl' rc·lnth;o with 

''-· 5 whom ho is Jiving as provi1lccl in this sl'rlion Except as hcr~irta{ter . -~· 

6 spccificall~· othcrwi~ci proyiiJcd in the l'arn of pcmious · fo~ the blind ell 

7 · persons of tl1c fo1lowing <'IMscs ox<'cpt those who hereafter advocate 

8 nnd nctivc1y participate by on O\'Crt net or nets in n movemont.p.rpJ\osing 

9 I\ dumgo in tho form of govcrntnl'llt of tho Unitc<l States by .means not 

IO providc<l for iu the Constitution of the United States g}rnll·-b~·cligible 

ll to receive n~sistnnrc in ll<'COl'dnnco with rulC's r<'gnlatious arid st~ndard~ 

12 cstabfoh<.'d b.v the Doparlmont of Put.lie Assistnh<'n with the. approvai 

13 of tho ~tatc Bo:ml ol A~$i8tAnro ns to cligihillt)· for a~sist.ance-.and as 

14 to its nnturo and t'xtc>nt Al1~l'11rc in tlw srrdc<' f.lf tlie C<>mmonweaJth 

15 or of tho United Stntcs '3hnll not be clccmc<l to intcnupt residence in 

16 the ConunomvraJth if n 1lomirilc lws not been acqtiircd '. ~utside tho 

17 · Commonwealth 

18 

19 (b) Aged Persons [Anl For purpo~c!! of "a!'sishm~e~; an aged 

20 person is definc<l as one who (1) is sixty-fi'>o years of ftgo or more (2) is 
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1 llQt Rt the time of receiving assista-Hcc ai1 inmnto of a puhlit· institutit)h 

2 other tl1nn n public mcdiral institution ai1d (3) has not conveyed or 

· 3 transferred his real or personal property of the value of tl\'e hundrrd 

-4 dollars ($500.00) or upwards without fa\1· consirlcratfon within two 

5 years preceding the <lute of making such application 

6 * * * 

7 Section 3 The net is amended by aduing nfter sC'ction 9 a new 

8 ~cction to read 

9 Section fl.1 )fcdical Assistance for the Aged (n) An,Y person 

10 "sixty-five year3 of age or over who is n rrsidcnt of this Commonwealth 

11 e.nd who is i1ot a recipient -0f "assistance" as defined in this act hut 

i, - ·~· - ' 
12 whose income nn<l r<'sonrces arc insuflteient to meet the ccsts of necessary 

13 
medical earc shnJI hP entitled to rC'ceivc m<'11ienl assishrncc for the ngE;'d 

14 
tls- jnovidcd in t hi;; i:cdion 1 in acconfancr. with rule's regulations and 

15 
.reasonahlc staml::mls est11hfohc1l h,v the Dcpartnwnt of P11l1lie \Yclfarn 

16 
__ (b) Thi:\ Ucpartrncnt of Public W"elforc is hcrcb;y 1lcsignate1l thfl 

17 
State agency to sn1~crvisc and administer a plan of medical assistance 

18 
for the aged within this CommonwC'alth Arni shall adopt -such rule:'-

19 
l'C'gu1ations :rnrl st:rndarcl~ as may be neccssnry to meet qualificatiQns 
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1 for the receipt of fumls appropriate(l bv tho .Fc1Jcrnl govcrnntl:rit ul1der 

2 

I of lQGO (Titk1 YI of Puhlic I.aw SG-778 Scptc>ml>cr 13 HIGO) Such 

rule5 and rcp;ulntions i:linll ('Slahlid\ u <:.omplctc plan for mcdi~.al 

~ssistanco for tho ogc1\ including rn\es <lctcrmining eligibility its naturo 

6 

7 (1) Provhto r. plnn \\hi..-11 ~hnH ho in cffc>cl in all politir,'ll rnb· 

8 dhhion~ o( thi!\ Com111011w<>:lhh which _pJun ma>· ~JC nclmiuistcrcd in the 

9 ::nmc 111~1111cr n~ other n~~i5to111?l' pa,w1hJc untlC'J' this act is administered 

10 therein 

11 (2) Detcirmii\c arnl prnvid11 for wlrntcnH· fl11n11cial pnrticipation by 

12 the Commonwealth is nccc~~ary to take full aclrnntage of Fc<lcrnI funds 

13 

14 (3) Grant :m oppo1·tunity for a fair hc.ning to mly iwlivi11ual 

15 who:'C cbim for M:->istancc mHh•r tl1c plnn is clenied or is not nctf'i] 

16 

17 shall lie :ts pr1..wi1lr•d for in ~uh~Pdion f e) of H'ction ·7 of this act for 

18 hearings nnil app<'al~ rc>bti11~ to ntlwr n~:::i:;!a1tt'<' 

1-i) Pro1vide ~Hi·h metlio<is of aclmi11istrntio11 (inelmling mcthud5 

r.·ln ti :i !! I•> t hf' P~t a hfolim('nt and 11rninten:1nee of 11ersonn('} standards 
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. 1 Q~ I\ :r,ncrit basis) as aro found bv the United States SC"crctnry o{. U ('l\\th 

2 E<,\l;].c~tion and 'Vclfarc to bo. necessary for th~~- nml C>ll1clc11t 

3 p~ration of tho pla.n 

'* fil_frovidc for tl1e making of sud1 reports in snch form amt con· 

.. 
5 . . tfl,ii;ii~g such i,J:.lformation a.s the United Stnt<'s Sc<.'rcfnry of ]fo~f.!! 

6 F.ducation and 'Yelfaro may from time to time rcqniro nnd 11ruviclc 

7 .for ~omplia~1cc with such provisions as r;ni1l Srcrctauy may from timo 

8 tq time find !ICCess~r~ to assure the correctness and vorificntion of 

9 ~l.\ch reports 

10 (G) Provide safeguards which restrict tho uso or disclosure of in· 

11 foi::µ.iatio1.i concerning applic~nts and recipients to purposes directly 

.l2 ~.nnected. with. tho pJan 

13 (7) Provide that aH individuals wishing to make application ~or 

14 l\saistance under the plan shall liave oppqrtunity to clo so and that such 

15 a.saistancc shaH b£> furnished with reasonal;ile promptness to all eligible 

16 ind~vidua]s 

17 (8) Establish and maintain standards for privnte nnd public iustitu-

18 tions in which individuals receive such assistance 
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1 (O) S:ltisfv ull other nqujri:ments whirh rnF.Y from_timc t~ time be 
2 

3 - (c) Me1licnl nsshtnnce for. the ngc<l shall includo ·paymrnt of part 

4 
. . 

01' all o{ the cost of both institutional ut\d non-ipstih\tional <:are and 

5 senircs of tmeh nnture· ng ~hnll he cleterminCd by tlic D.~£artmcnt Of 

_ _}- - ; 6 l1uhlio 'V<'}forc nncl mav inclu.dc lmt. shall n0.t bo li~Hcd to 

7 i~) lttpntient hospit~l ~ervicc3 

8 (2) Ski11ed nursing-home service~ 
'' 

9 

10 (4) Outpatient hospHal or clinic f\erviccs 

11 (5) Home health rai:e serilices 

12 JO) Prixato duty nursing services 

13 ('l) Ph,rsical therapy an<l related servicQs 

14 
(6) Dental services. 

16 (9) I.aborntory and X-ray services 

16 (10) l:>rcscribetl orugs eycgbsses dcmtures and prosthetic qoviccs 

17 (11) Diagnostic foreeoing and preventive services 

467-S,V-2 
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1 (12) An,v other medical l'nrt' or remedial (':lrc rcrognizC'1l un,lcr 

2 State law 

3 (d) No enrollment fee premium or similar e2_1nrgo shrill he impo.~e<l 

•! as n condition of any indiddunl's eligibility {or medical nssistnnce for 

. 5 the aged 

6 (c) ProYision sl1a1l li(~ made for tho receipt of medical assistance 

7 for the aged by residents of this -commonwcaJth who arc temporarily 

8 absent from tho Commonwealth 

9 (f) No lien shall ho impo~ccl ngainst t110 pi·opcr(y o! nny individual 

10 prior to J1i<; death on account of medi\'nl n~sistnn'co for the aged pnid 

11 or to be paid on his behalf (except pnr:::uant to tho jnds~mcnt of a 

12 court of record on account o{ 11C'nefits inMrrectlr paid on behalf of 

1a such indivi<lnal aml there ~Jrn.11 bo no :uljnstmC"nt or reMvery f'XC<'pt 

1,1 after death of imd1 indh·idn:tl nncl his snrdvin~ sponi:o if nny from 

15 such indiviJual's C'Stnto of nn.v mr<licn} AFlli:'lt:tncc for the ng<>d rorrC'etly 

16 ·--phij- on he half of such indfri<ln:tl 

17 (g) Medical nssist:rnce for the ngerl iilrnll not inrlnrlo 

18 (1) Payments to or care in behalf 6f 1my inclidcluRl who fa an in-

19 mate of a public institution {except ns a patient in n public mediMI 
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1 institution) or for :m,Y indh·idunl who is a patient in an institution for 

2 tubcrculm:is or mentnl clisenrn or 

3 (2) I>nymcnts to or cnrc in brlrnlf of mi.v irnli,·idual wl10 has been 

4 dingno~ccl ns havi11g tnbcreulo~.is or ps)·chosis nncl is a paHcnt in a 

5 mcdieal institution as a result thereof or 

6 (3) l'ayments to or care in bc11nlf of any individual who is a 

7 • • r • 

patient in a medical institution as a result of n diagnosis of tuberculosis 

8 or psychosis with respect to any period after the individual has been a 

9 patient in such nn ·institution as n result of sud1 diagnosis for forty-

10 two days ___ .,__ 

11 Sect.ion ·l Tho sum <Jf. 

12 . or as much thereof as may be ncccss.'lry is hereby appropriated t<J the 

13 Department of Public Welfare for tho fisc.al period beginning Juno 1 

14 1961 for the purpose of carrying out tho pro\'isions of this act 

15 . Section 5 The act of June 24 1037 (P L 2045) known as "The 

16 Support Law" is repealed in so far as it authorizes tho filing of a lien 

17 or any other encumbrance against real or personal property of an 

18 applicant for or a recipient of medical assistance for the aged as denned 

19 in this act which lien or other encumbrance takes effect during the lifo-

time of such person or during the lifetime of his surviving spouse 

t } 

.. 
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1 Section a All other acts or parts of acts· are· repealed in· s0 far as 

I they arc inconsistent with the provision's oi this act 

We certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the llouee of 

Representatives. 

• e • ti • I • I I I I • I I I I I I I • I I I I I • t I I I I I I I I I t I I I 

Ohief Clerk, Senate 

I 1 ., • 1 I I e I I 1 I 4 I I I t I I t t I • I t • • I I • I I I I I I I I I I 

Pteaideni pro· tempolt', Senate 

I I I I I • I I I I I I I I I I • I 411 t I I • I I I • I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Speaker, House of RepreeentatiTM 

Approved The ...•..•. day of ...•..........•.....•. A. D. 1981. 

I I • • I • I I I I I • • I • • I ' I I I I I I I "' I • ' I I I I I I I I t I t 

Governor 
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