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THE GENERAL ASSEMBI.,Y OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 468 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

INTHODUOED BY ~l.ESSHS BERGER AND LANE, APRIL 4, 1961. 

HEFEHHED TO COMMI'ITEE ON ,JUDIOARY GJ<~NERAL, 
APRII~ 4, 1961. 
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AH ACT 
To pronwte the wclfore of the people of the Commo11wcalth by provid-

ing n~:-:.i~hllH'C' to Hlll'lllploycd home owners wl10 <'annot meet 

mortgag-t' payments h~· rcasou of their uncmployrncnt establish-

irig the llomc ~lortgagc Assistance Fund imposing duties upou 

the Hrerrtar~· of L'ommcn•c and certain courts providing penal-

I if'.: a111l mnking au appropriation 

The (lrneral Af.Sembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

lrnr('hy cnMts as follow:; 

ExPl.ANATION-CAPITAL LETTERS lndka~ new matter r.dded to bUJ. Matter llV!eken t.11.:re-.gh 
l! to be omitted from bill 
Underscoring lndlce.tee new m:i.tter added to e:rl.!tlng law. [Brackets] Indicate matter­
drtcken from existing law. · 
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1 Section 1 Short Title 'This act s1rnll be known nnd mny lJ1~ (•if{',(11i'. ... 

2 the "Pennsylvania llome Mortgage Assistl\nc,o Act" 

3 Section 2 I>nfinitions The .following tcnus wl1C'nCvC'r mcrl or re-

4 frrrcd to in this ad 8hall hnvc the following mC'aning~ 

!) '(1) "Department" shall mean the Department of Connnercc 

G {2) "Seeretary" shall mean the Secretary of C-0mmer1'0 

7 (3) "Ji'tmd" s1rnll mcit"n · the Home Mortgage Assistance Y.'nwr 

8 cr<'ated by section 7 of this act 

9 · ·Section 3 :Mortgagors Eligible for Assistanc-0 Any mortgagor wht} 

. . 
] 0 (1) is un<'mployed at the dafe of filing an application under section 4 

] 1 of this net and (2) is unable t.o meet mortgage payments by rC'ason of 

l 2 such unemployment arid (3) has had mortgage foreclosure proceedings 

13 commenced against tl1e property in whir]1 he is residing sl1all be eligiblo 

I 4: for assistance in meeting mortgage payments subject to t110 approval of 

] 5 the Secretary of Commerce pursuant to this act 

J 6 Section 4 Applications Approval of Secretary Payments Hcpay-

17 ments (a) Any mo1·tgagor eligible for arnl desiring a::-sistnnrc in mcctiug 

] 8 his home mortgage payments 81H1ll apply upon a form 1mwidcd hy t1w 

19 department and sl1all set forth under oath the following 
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1 ( 1) 'fhe clntc amount an.J the terms of his mortgage together with 

; 2 the n11101111tR rmd dates of pre\·iom,, mortgage payments 

3 (2) His prc~rnt unemployment together with dntes of uncmr>loy-

4 mcnt Arni nll present source~ of inc-0me 

5 (3) That forcelornro proceedings hnvc lwcn stnrted hy - the 

6 mortgagee 

7 (-l) His inability to meet tho mortgage pa:mwnts 

8 (fi) An.'' additional information ns determined by flio sccrctRry 

9 (b) The sc1.•rctnr~· upon receipt of the application shall investigate 

10 or othcrwirn ohtain :my ndditionnl infomrntion rC>quir<'d to determine 

11 if tho applicant is entitled to home mortgng~ nssiRtance payments and 

12 if the ::;ccrctary is sf\fisficcl he shall ~pprovc s11<'h assistance in the 

13 Rmount of the monthly mo\·tgagc payments multiplied by the numbc1-

14 0£ months tho i::ecr<'tary in his di::<'rl'tion <lctcrmincs the total numlrn1-

15 of months not in ~my event to exceed eighteen plus any costs required 

16 to be pRid by the mortgagor as approved hy the secretary 

17 (c) Upon av1uoval of the application the serretnry sha11 pay 

18 monthly out of the fnrnl to the mortgagee or the agent designated hy 

19 the m01·tgagce the pa~·ments ns clctcnnined under the pl'c<'c<ling snL-

20 seetion The ~rerrt:ny may require prior to tl10 ihst pa~·ment or at ai1y 
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time that a 1ic11 8gai11st the prnJ1C'rt.y junior to (' 11l'IIIllhrn11 C(' S exidting 
1 

at the timr- u{ applieat ion L'-~ pfa<'c<I :iw1i11st tl1c properly in f;;wor of 
2 

the Commonw('alth 

3 
(•l) The paymrnfs mnde by the H'dl'lary shall be repaid hy ·the 

4 
mortgngor beginning one month nftm· tlie existing encumbritm·cs arc 

5 .·· 
1mi1l in full togc·thrr with interest at the rak scl b,v fhe s~eretary All 

6 
sud1 repaJrnPnts shall lw erl'1iik1l tu tl11• fowl nml i-l1nll be in monthly 

7 
imtallmrnts of at lrast the ammmt of tlt(' monthly pnym<'nts rcc£>ind 

8 
h,v the mortgngor 1md<'r thi~ nl't 

9 

10 
court in which the forc>closurn prnreedings lul\'c l>l'C'll co111111cmccd tho 

11 
cQnrt shall stay the prnrl'<'(li11gs for thil'l,v 111\,vs lirgi1111i11g on tho dnto 

12 
application i8 made pnr$Haut to suhsedion (n) of ::.cl'tion l Tim stay may 

13 
he ci:dendcd hy the rourt for an :Hhlitionnl tiff<"'C'll 1lnys upon further 

14 
applieation by the mortgagor 

15 
8crtion G Penalty Anr 11crson :1pplying for nssi~tance under this 

16 
act who make>s under oath any statement wltid1 i~ foJ~r erron('ous or 

17 
defccti,·c or conceals any rclcrnnt infomrntion with the intent to deceive 

18 
shall be guilty of a felony arnl upon conviction slrnJJ he sentcnred to pay 

19 
a fine of five lnnulrcd dollars ($500) and six months imprisonment 

20 



' 

,; 

... 
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1 Section . 7 A pproprintion The sum of one million fh·c Jrn 111) rc1 l 

2 thousaml dollars ($1,500,000) is hcrchy specifically approprinte1l to tho 

Department of Com11wrre for the purposes SC"l forth in this net s 

' There is hcrchy crcnted a spe<'ial account in t11e Trcnsury of Iii~ 

6 Connnonwealtli to he 'known as the IJ onw ~lorfgagc Assist:1nro J.'tuu( 

6 to wl1icl1 s1rnl1 lie ere!lifc(l the nbowi proviilcd illlfffopi·iation ii~ w<'ll a8 

7 nn~· rC'pay111P11f::; lll:HIP hy lnnrtgagors und<'r tlii:>. aC: The 1lPparlnu'11t s}1:11l 

8 r<'quii'ition fro tit t imc to t inw i-nilil'iC'n t fu mls to me.et th<' n10rfgago 

9 payments :1ppron'1l hy the ~Cl'rC'tary :11111 the eo::ts of tltc department in 

10 :11J111i11istcri11g this net 

11 Scdion 8 Eifo<~ti,·c Date> This act slrnll take effect immc>diatcl:,-

468-S,V-2 
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\\re {'C•rlify thnt thi:\ hill l11B llll~sr1I tho ~c11ntc> nnd the House of 

f fopt('ISClita t i\"C!\, 

.~- .. 

················•••••111••••1t•············ 
Chi.cf ·olel'k,. Sen~tc 

................ ' ••••••••••• - • -............. ti 

President pro tan.pore, Senato 

........................... ' ............. . 
Speaker, House of Representatives 

Approved The .• I ••••• day of ...................... A. n. 1961 . 
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