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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
ﬁO- 4 9 7 S:s:io: lof

INTRODUCED BY MESSRS. RIPP, DEVLIN AND STAISEY,
APRIL 10, 1061,

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY GENERAI,
APRIL 10, 1961,

AN ACT

Amending the act of April 4 1925 (P L 127) entitled “An act relating to

P r—

Adoption” further prescribing which persons must appear in court

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows

| Section 1 Section 3 act of April 4 1925 (PP L 127) entitled “An

act rolating to Adoption” amended August 26 1953 (37 I 1411) is

amended to read

ExmanaTioN—CAPITAL LETTERS (ndicate new matter added to blll. Matter stricken—through
is to be om!ttetg fr.m bl

dicates new matter added to extsting law. [Brackete] indicats matter
cken existing law,
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Section 3 Hearings Upon presentation of any such petition to adopt
as aforesaid a time-a for hearing thereon"shall be fized not less than ten
days from said prcséntation which sﬁid ixeariug slmu be private or in open

~court as the court shall determine and may be adjourned from time to
time if the nature of the case should so require At said hearing the
* adopting parents or parent the person proposzed to be adopted [if in the
6pini0u of the court su‘chiporsons’ presence is-deemed> neccss&r& and all
the persons \yhos-e consent is necessary hereunder] and any person con;
cerned individually or as a.representative of an agency acting as an inter-
mediary between the natural parent or parents and the adopfing parents

if in the opinion of the court such persons’ presence is deemed necessary

and all the persons whose consent is necessary hereunder must appear in

person and he examined under oath by such court or judge but the per-

sonal appearance of the natural parents or other persons t_vlfoge consent
<1"s necessary hercunder may be dispensed ‘with in the ({isc??fion of the
~court or jud_ge hegring the»pe?tit.iqlhl If s‘uch—pe:lfs'ons reside ’withfmt the
jurisdiction of the court 'or if for any other reas:oxx"gﬁxg s'nd (fgurt or
judge deem gt necessary provided the duly cxecuted consents of such
persons in writing have been filed with the petition and the said court

-~ pr-judge may in his diseretion require thé pérsonal appearaunce of the
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" natural parents of the child at a different-time: and separate iin_d"apart

from that of the other partics in interest’

Whero a ﬁn;ling of abandonment has been made by a court in ac-
cordance with the provisions of scetion 1.2 of this act but the court where
such finding has been made is a court other than the court in which the
a(lopltio‘n proceedings are pending the petitioners shall attach to their |

r'pctilion to adopt A copy of the decrée of abondonment duly certified by
tho clerk of the court where the finding of abandenment was made

When abandonment is averred in the petition for adoption but has
not previously 'boer-r found as a fact in'a court rotification to the parent
or parents of ths time and place of the hearing shall be made by per-
sonal servico or registered mail to the last known address Jf the parent
or parents cannot be found evidence of search satisfactory to the court’
.shal'l. be gi;*en When parent or parents cannot be located the returned re-
ceipt of the registered letter to the last known address ghall be con-

| éideire(’l concl.usivc‘ >e\'ide'nce of search If parental rights have been term-
inated previously under the provisions of this act either by voluntary
relinquishment or by the ﬁndiﬁg of abandonment consent of the parent
“or i.mf'ents or notification of the hearing shall not be requnred “The said

court or judge shall also hear any other testimony as to the facts set forth
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in the petition or neccssary to inform tho court as to the desirability of

the proposed adoption and shall also make or cause to be mado an in-

vestigation By gome person or public agency or private agency (with
its consent) specifically designated by sa{d court or judge to verify the
statements of the petition and such other facts as will give the court
~ full knowledge as to the desirability of the proposed adoption
The éouri shall establish a procedure for the payment of inves-tivga- |
tion costs by the petitioners or by such other persons ‘as the court may
- direet-
Section 2 This act shall take effect immediatoly

Wae cortify that- this bill hes passed the Senate and the Houso of -

Reptesentatives.

----------------------- LRI U R R I Y B IR

Chief Olerk, Sonate

President pro tempore, Sonate

--------------------------------- LN S I B

Speaker, House of Representativos

.- Approved The .. of .... : A. D. 1961,




