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Printer's No.-548 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE· BILL 
No. 497 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

INTRODUCED BY MESSRS. nn>J>, DEVLIN AND STAISEY, 
.APRIIJ 10, 1961. 

REt'ERRED TO COl\UirCT.EI<~ ON JUDICIAUY GENERAL, 
APRIL 10, 1961. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of April 4 1925 (P T. 121) entitled "An act relating to 

Adoption" further prC'scribing which persons must appear in court 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

1 Section 1 Section 3 act of April 4 1925 (P J, 127) entitled "An 

2 act. relating to Adoption" nmended August 26 1953 (P I, 1411) is 

8 amended to read 
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1 Section 3 iiearings Upon presentation of ar;y such petition to adopt 

2 as aforesaid a time for hearing thereon' shaJl be fixed not less than ten 

3 days from snid presentation ,\,hich said hearing shall be private or in op-011 

4 court ns tho court shall <lctcrmino ancl may Le adjourned from time to 

5 time if tho nature of tlio case 8houlJ so require At sai<l licaring the 

6 adopting parents or parent the person proposed to he a<loptc<l [if in the 

7 opinion of the court such persons' presence is deemed necessary and all 

8 tho persons whose consent is. ne~essary hereunder] and any po~son con· 
0 • .•' • I • 

9 cerned in<lividua1Jy or as a representative of an agency actiug as an inter-

10 me<liary hetwC>en the nntural parent or parcuts an<l tho adopting parents 

11 if in the opinion of the court such l)ersons' presence is deemed necessary 
.. '.: . 

12 and all tho persons whose con~1t is necC'ssary hereunder must appear in 

13 person and be examined under oat~1 by such court or judge b~t the per-

14 sonal appearance of the natural })arents or othe~ persons who~c consent 

15 is neeC>ssan' hercuntlt>r may be <lispcmc1] with in the 1liscretion of the 
• .. "' . - • r ~· 

16 court or judge hearing the petition if such persons reside without the 
' . . . . • 17 jurisdiction of the court or if for any other reason the ,sa~d e-0urt or 

> :•.· ..... • ·::: 

18 judge deem it necessary Jffo\·i<l<'d the duly executed consents of such 

19 persons in writing have been filed with the petition and the said court 

20' · t>t- judge may in his discretion require th-e ·personal appearance of tho 
.. ~. ~ ' <!" •. .·; ·. ~ . . . ~ . . . . 
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1 ·. naiural parents of the chilri at a <lifforent. time and separate and apart 

2 from thnt of the other pai:tirs in interest 

3 Whcro a finding of aL:mdonmcnt has Leen made by a court in l\l'r 

·4 cordanco \vith the JlrO\'illio1is of section 1.2 of this act but tho court where 

5 such finding hns been mrido is n court other than the court in which the 

. 6 scloptio.n proceedings nrc pending the 11etitioncrs shali attn:cli 'to their 

7 petition to 1ulopt n copy of tho dccrco of abon<lmiment duly certified by 

·g tho clork of the court whcro tho finding Of· abandonment '\vas nfado 

9 'Vlicn abandonment is nvcrr('d in the petition for adoption b~t bas 

10 not previously 'been· found n's (\ fact in: a court tiotificatiod tO. the parent 

11 or parents of tho ti~e and place of tho hearing ~hall be m.ade by per-

l 2 sonal service or rcgister('d mail to tlie last known addi·e:;~ If the· parent 

13 or parents cannot be found evidence of search satisfactory to tho court · 

14 shall be given \Yheu parent or parents cannot be loeated the returned re-

15 ccipt of the registered letter to the last known address shall be con-

16 si<lercd conclusive cYidenec of search If parental rights have been term­

] 7 inated previomly under the provisions of this act either by voluntary 

18 relinquishment or by the finding of abandonment consent of the parent 

19 · :or parents or notifi('ation of the he~ring ·shall not bci ·~~qitir~d ·The said 

20 court or judge shall also hear any other testimony as to the facts set forth 

. ; ; '.•·. -
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1 in the petition or nec.essary fo inform tho court aa to the dcairabHity of 

2 the proposed adoption and shall also make or cause to bo made an in· 

s vestigation by some person or public agency or privato agency (with 

4: its consent) specifically designated by said court or judge to verify the • 
~ statements of tho petition and such other facts as will give tho court 

6 · full knowledge as to the desirability of the proposed adoption 

7 The court shall establish a procedure for the payment of investiga-

8 tfon costs by the petitioners or by such other persons as the court may 
' 

9 · direct 

10 Section 2 This act shall take effect immediately 

We certify that· this bill hes passed the Senate aud the Houae of 

Representatives. ! ' 
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......................................... 
Chief Olerk, Sonate 

• • • Cl • • • • • • • • • • lo • • e ' • • • • • e • • • • • • I • • • I e I I I 

President pro tNnpore, Senate 

·~ • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' .... 

Speaker, House of Rcpreacntatlvo1 

Approved The •........ day-of ...•.................. A. ]), 1001. • 
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Governor 


