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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENA-,TE BILL 
No. 521 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

INTHODUCED BY l\IESSHS. 'VEINER AND SEYLER, 
APJUL 11, H161. 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY GERERA.L, 
.APRIL 11, 1061. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of :May 13 1025 (P L 044:) entitled "An Ret relat-

ing to and regulating the solicitation of moneys and property 

for charitable religious benevolent humane and patriotic pur-

. . 
p-0ses" ehanging provisions relating to the certificate of regisfra-

tion requhing the disclosure of certain information f'nrther limit-

ing the amount of compensation whirh may be paid P.S a com-

mission including certain corporations within the provisions of 

the act and making certain editorial changes 
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1'he General Assembly <:1f the Commonwealth of PennsylYania 

hereby enacts as follows 

1 Section 1 Sections 1 3 4 and clause (3) of aubsection (a) o_~· section 

2 7 act of May 13 1925 (P L 644) entitled "An act relating to and regu-

3 lating ·the ~o1idtation Qf moneys :md property for charitable religious 

4 _ .benevolent humane al!d patriotio purposes" amended June 28 1951 

5 (P L 922) are amended to read 

6 .. : ·Section 1 Be it enacted &o That thirty days· afte·r the 'approval of 

7 this act it ~hall be unlawfol for any person copartnership association or 

8 corporation except in accordance with· the provisions 0£ this act to 

9. appea_l, to the public for donations. or subscriptions in money or in other 

lO ,~roi:H~rty or t°, sell or .offer for sale to the public any thing or object 

'Yh~tever to raise mqney or to secure ()r attempt to secure money or 11- ' . . . - - ·. . . ' ' . ' : ' 

12 . don.ations or other: p~operty by promoting any public baza.ar sale enter-

l.3 ... !ti~ent or e~bition or by any .simi1ar ~~ans for_ a~y charitable 

14 bene,:olent or patriotic purpose or for. the purpose. 0£ ministering to ,, .. : . : .. 

15. ; .. th~.- i~aterial. or spiritual needs of. htµnan. beings. either)? the United 

16 States or el~~~~r~ .. or. P,~ -~e~ieyi~g. su£fei:41:1? .of .a~~~Js ~r of inculcat-
• • • + • • • • • • __ • • • • • r I • • • • • , _ ' • • , • ~ 

17 ing patriotism unless the appeal is authorized by and the money or 

< i~ :~''' Ot~~:: p~~~e~t! :is·,~?. :b_~ ~ f(t;fin ~to_-~:: c6~¥~~? ~ <'.9~a.r~n~r~~~ j-~~:~ssocia-
__ , .---- r .. , -•·· .- .,_ •.• _, •.• 'i ___ . I.... ···-· .•. } . -.-..... , -····--~---·-

Z..5:~ '!.~ : - -- : .. -~~ ,_-~;l.:1-"·_:-"~ 
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I tion holding a valid certificate o_f registration from tho Departrnent of 

- - • c'• 

2 [Public Instruction] State issued a~ herein provided 

3 Section 3 Any corporation copartnership or association desiring 

4 to obtain a certificate of registration fo:r any of .sucl1 purposes shall file 

5 wHh the department of [Public Instruction] ~on blanks prepar~ 

6 by the department a statement verified by an oflicer of tho- corporation 

7 copartnership ?r association and containing . [such infotmntion as the 

8 Department of Instruction may require] the following information 

9 (1) the name of the corporation copartnership or association (2) the 

10 names and addresses of ofiicers directors trustees and executive personqel 

11 (3) the general purpose for which the organization exists (4) tho pur-

12 pose £or which the contributions to be solicitell will be used and (5) such 

~~: . ~ther_ information as the department deems necessary or !Ppropriate in 

14 the public interest for the protection of contributors Alf statements 
1; 

IG . of fact in the application. shall be verified under oath by an authorized 
·. ;, 

16 officer dire.ctor or trustee of the applicant organization If during the 

17 period of solicitation there occurs any change in status fact or informa-

18 tion from that set forth in the application for a certificate of registra-

19 tiou the holder of the certificate shall forthwith file with the department 
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a verified notifi<'ation of cha11ge~ of inforn~ation upon forn!~ to be-~ .. 

plied by tho department The immediately preceding scutcmce shall be 

ptintecl conspicuously on the ccrticate of registration in addition to the 

statements l1ercinbeforc set forth required to be filed before and dur­

inj? any 11eriod of solicitation t11e holder of earh certificate shall at the 

end of caC'h vcriod of solicitation file a statement showing the gross 

amount co1lecte<l during such period and also sl1owing the expenses in­

currell liming such period inchuling but not limited to expenses of 

bonusl·s and compC'mation for co1lccting and soliciting promotion ud­

vN·fisin,C! entortni11i11g and general office mul atlministrative expenses 

Othc,r st1ttrmcnts ~hnll Le filed from time to time under oath contain-

' . 
12 ing stwh infornrntion 1ls lhr. tlepartment may reqnirn 

13 8rdion -1 H thr l>(lp:nlmC'Ht of I Public lnstmction] State deems 

14 the> l'Orpo1·11rion 1•op1nl11rri11ip 01· assol'iation fiJing such statement a 

15 proper 0110 n111l not i11iniiral to the public welfare or safety and its 

16 appeal or proposrd Ap}lC'als to be for truly <.>haritablc benevolent or 

17 pahiotic pmposes OJ' for th£' pmpose of ministcl'ing to the material -0r 

18 spiritual nc1 rtls of l111111a11 Lri11g15 in the Unite1l States or elsewhere or 0£ 

19 rC'lic\·ing rnffel'iug of animals 01· of inculcating patriotism it shall issue 

20 to such t'Ol'poration eopartiwrship or association filing the required 
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1 statement a eertificate of registration for the vnrticular purpose (le· 

2 scribed and for the necessary period but tho d~partment shall not i~sue 

3 any ccrtiticat<l of registration to any such corporation coplirtner,ship 

4 or association which pays 01· ag1·ees to J1ay to any imli\'icluaf~orporation 

5 copartncrship or nsso<:iation a commission or compensation in excess of 

6 [fifteen] ~per centum of the amount co11ccted or the ~alo price of 

7 anything or object or t110 gross receipts from any pnl>lio bazaar sale 

8 cntertainment or exhibition or any similar m<'ans for services nnd the 

9 1lepartment shall rm-oke any certificate of registration wl1ich may be 

10 grantC'cl if and when any corporation copartnership or assoriation shall 

11 pay or agree to pav an amount in excess of [fifteen] ten per centum 
~ -

12 as herein provided If the department deems the corporation copartner-

18 ship or association an improper one or the purposeg 'of its appeal im· 

14 proper under the provisions of this act it shall refuse to issue a <·c1·· 

15 tificato of registration No registration certifieate shall be Ya1i<l for a 

16 ionger period than one year from its <late of issue The Department of 

17 [Public Iustmction] State before granting a certifieatc ns herein pro-

18 Yided may hold such hearings as may be tleemetl necessary to sntis{y 

19 · itse1f that the copartnership association or corporation filing a statement 
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1 is entitled to a certificate of registration in acoordance '~ith. this act 

2 Section 7 (a) No person corporation copartnP.rship or P.ssociatiou 

3 wheresoever situate shall solicit or oollect contributions. in money or 
• ' I • • 

4 other property for any of the purposes set forth in section one of th~ 

5 act 

6 * * * 

7 (~) Unless he or it shall have firat registered with thQ Departmeq.t 

8 of [Public Instruction] State and given to it such information relative -
9 to his or its solicitation activity as may be required from time to time 

10 by the said department's rules or regulations and the provisions Q! 

11 this act 

12 * * * 
•· I :• 

13 Section 2 Subsections (d) and (e) of section 7 o_f the act amended 
r;f 

1' June 5 1947 (P L 474-) nro amended to !ead 
. : . 

16 Section 7 >! i. * 
-., .. 
;,..:. 

16 (d) No person corporation copartnership or association may ac· 
i '. 

17 cept or receive any bonus or ~ompensation as set forth in: s~bsection (a) 
l; ;_ 

18 hereof the amount Cir value of which shall exceed ~fifteen) ~per 

19 cent of the grc.ss sum of money or value of property actunJly collected 



1 (e) .Any Jlerson corporation copartnersbip or a~sociati.on which hns 

2 
. - - . . 

accepted or T('ceived a bonus or compensation for collecting or sl.lli{'it-

3 ing 
1

as set forth in subsection (a) hereof exceeding [fifteen] ~per 

4 cent of the amount of money or ,;aluo of property actually collected 

·5 shall be obliged to repay or return tho excess to&~thu with treble 

6 damage'i Any chnritablo corporfltion copartnership or tl.SiiOciat.ion as de-

.7 fined by section one of this act may suo for and recover either in as-

·8 sumpsit or ttes}1ass_ E-U('h e:itccE-S notwithstanding the fa.ct that the of-

9 ficers of EUCh charitable organization may ha\'O contfactec} in its nan1e 

10 to pay such ex<'esske compemation or bonus 

11 Section 3 Sections 8 1) an<l subsection (b) of section 10 of the act 

12 amended June 28 1951 (P J, 922) nrc nmended to read 

lS Section 8 The Department oC [Public Instruction] State may 

14 .pre~ctibe a :form for a11 statements and acootints which shall ·be ~-in 

15 such detail as may be prescribed by the department by regulation The 

·16 · · <lepartinent. may make other rules and regulations necessary for the 

·t 7 '.: purpose. of ~arrying out the provisions. of this act 

18 .· · :_. Sectfon 9 A fee of. ten dollars shall be· paid' to _the Department Qf 

20 poration at the time of filing the original statement All fees shall be 
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1 iiai<l by the dq1artment into the St"te Trea5nr~,· tluough the Department . 

2 of Revenue 

3 Whe1:e a cNtificatc of rcghtratitJn has Leen applied for but the 

4 application 1s thereafter withdrawn or uot }YiOceeded with the fee 

5 provided by this section paid al the time of filing the statement sl1all 

6 he refunded to the party paying the same and for such purposes any 

7 moneys in the General ·Fund are hereby nppropriate<l but nothing 11erein 

8 contained sliall aut11orizc a refund where an applicati41ll for registration 

9 has been rof used 

10 Section 10 * * * 

11 (b) An.v person who or any eorporntiou copartncrship or association 

12. whiclt within the period of two (2) years shall commit two (2) or more 

~ violations of the provisions of this act or any rules or regulations made 

lj under the authority hereof or shall give false or incorrect information 

16 to the Department of [Public Instruction] State in filing statements 

18 or reports required by this act or by such rules and regulations whether 

11 such report or statement is verified or n.ot shall be guilty of a misde-

18 meanor and punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars 

18 ($100) or more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) and in the case of 
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1 :rn i11.Jh·id11al i11 addition to Ilic ~aid fine may be puni:i,hRble hy im-

• ~t •. ' 

2 pl'isonmcnt of nnt mnr<' thnn one ( 1) ~·enr 
. ' .... 

4 16 H'i) i~ amcmlcd to re:ul . . ~ . . ~ . . . - ... -- .;_ .. , . 
· ..... 

5 Section 11 This act slia II not nppl)· t~ [fraternal organiiations 
• . : -~'1:·.-:- ... !" .. ·~·: ·. ,_. 

6 untional scrvire org::mi7.atio11s <'h·ic nrgnniintions or nonprofit c-0rporations. 

7 iucorporatc1l uwll•1· the law:; of t hr Connuonwe:llt h which ham obtained 
.-.·1 ... ::-i .·-,.·~:, :·.~:r;" -:-.. ~;- ,_ .. · . ._,_~.- ~~.t ·-.1 ..... · ~~1."· ~":(·_"\~ ... ~'·,·.,·\~'I 

8 nn1l i!'l mai11tai11i11g nn <'X('lll)ll :-tatu,. with th(• Dirc<'tor of h.1~ernal 
,..,.,., .! . ·; -~··.-·~-.:i-· r· ·\ 

9 lfrvcmrn from tho payment of incmnc tnx to the ·Federal go\•crnment 

10 . ~19~· .tP 9rga11ir.atiPn;l cm11posCfl of mothers of men or women who have 

11 die1I while in thL• Armed 8Nvi,·es of the United States nor to organiza-

12 tio11s C1)lll}:k.li'C1.l 1lf mo~l.wrs o.f. ~1w11 .or women who were members 'of 

13 the Arme1l 8el'\'h'<:'s of thn Unitc1l 8tntes during time of combat nor 

14 to J rcligioni' organizations raising funds for religious purposes [col-

,·_,; ..... !f,-... ,. )':(,;-·,_-.r-~; : . =.,,-_,.-,!; -~ ,,.Y _l'r:: 
15 lcgcs srhOi)ls universities or associntions ohhunni or alumnae thereof 

16 raising funds for fellowships or scholal'ships national .~.rvice cl~bs or 
-1·1. :. • ~ I ~ . ., i. :_. .. ••.J: . ";;; ....... 1 . •. :t·.·. • 

17 lneal a&>ociations rnising funds for d1ild welfare projects federated 

18 wo_mcn's clubs lahor unions m~micipaliti.cs or subdivisions thereof vo~-

19 unteer fire companies ancl association~ composed of volunteer or paid fire-} 

521-SW-2 
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1 (men nor to charitable instituti<ms or agencies required by the provisions 

of existing law to file reports with the Department of Public Instn1ction 
-.- '' 

.···; :3' (lr with a~y other department or office of the C.ommonwealtb no?' to 

4 any war veterans' organi?.ation or any ~ubordinato unlts thereof when-

.5 ever the purpose for whie.h it is soliciting funds bas been approved by 

~ the Depal'tment of :Military Affinirs) 

We c-el'tify that thl1 bill ha1 paNed the Senl'te and the Houe of 

························~················ ~ Clwll. "'-'• 

........................................ 
Preddeat 'PTO t~ 8Mta .. 

. . . - ~-

......................................... 
Bp.br, B.ow of 'Rap1111a•tn. 

A,,..TM .,,.. .......• clay ~ ...................... A.. D. 1911. 

........................................ ... . 


