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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF P~;NNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 

HEFEHRED TO CO~lMl'l'TEE OS .JUDICIARY GE~EIL\t., 
APRIL 111 1961. 

AN ACT 
Amending tho act of June 24 Hl3!) (P L 872) cntitlt•d "~\ii n1•! to 

eonsolidate amend :rn<l rc\'isc the vrnn) lnws o{ 'tho (\111tt11011· 

WC'alth" defining the crinws of f rnmJuleut m~ o{ l'tedit ('tll'I(!\ 

an<l fraudulent oLtainiug of telcl·omm1111it1 atiolls i;p1·vh·(• nt1tl pH~· 

scribiug penalties 

t·· .; .. '· ' 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pcnnsylvr.nll\ 

hereby enact's as !oilows 
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1 Section 1 The act of .Jime · :H 193!) (P L 872) known as "The· 

2 Penal Code" is amended by adding after section 897 a new section to 

3 read 

4 Section 8{)8 Fraudulent Use of Credit Cards (u) "Person" ~hall 

5 mean an individual whether or not of kgal age or a co113rtnership or 

6 an association. or a corporation and any employo agent director 1)r office1 

7 thereof 

8 The term rccredit card" shall mean any id•mtification carJ m1111her 

9 or other identification device or any document plate COUPoli or book is: 

10 sued or given to any person by a person engaged in b~i<iness so as to 

11 enable tho credit card holder to acquire or obtain money goods personal 

] 2 property or services upon a promise to pay in part o~ in full therefor at 

13 a future time whether or not all or any part of the indebtedness repre-

14 sented by such promise to make deferred payment is secured or un-

15 secured 

16 The term "credit card holder" shall mean any person (i) to whom 

17 a credit card has been issued or given or (ii) in µossession of a credit 

18 card with the consent of the person to whom the credit card was issued 

19 "Notice" shall mean an oral or written advice transmitted to a 

20 credit card holder or to a person by whom a credit card is presented 
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1 

2 

3 the manner set forth i11 the notk~. 8nC'h notice in writing ~lmll Im con· I' , 
,i -

4 

5 <leposite(l ns rcgistcrr1l or rcrtifictl matter in the United States mnil 

6 .. 
nd<ltc.$scJ. to sueh credit eard holder either at the rnlclrcss set forth on 

7 the 1..·rcdit eard or to such holder's last known nd<lress 

8 The term "re\·okcd crc(lit card" shall mean a credit canl the 

9 prh·ikge ancl use of which has Leen terminated or suspcmdc<l or revoked 

10 or limited by the person issuing such card by notice given to the credi~ 

11 card holder or by notice given to t1w pcr3on possessing such credit card 

12 (b) Any pcr.::on who uses or attempts lo use or aids and abets an-

.. -._ 

13 other in using for the pmpose of obtaining credit or for the acquisition 

14 of money goods property or ser\'iccs including hut. not Jimitcd to tcle-

::L6 communications service oz tho trnnsmission of a mess11ge signal or other 

16 communication by tclcccn_rnmnication or over telecommunications facili-

17 ties (i) a credit card which has not Leen issued or (ii) a credit t•ard which 

18 is not used with the consent of the person to whom such credit card 

19 was issued or (iii) a revoked credit carJ or (iv) a credit card which has 
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Pxpirc1l or (v) n credit cnrd which is nltcrcd or (vi) a counterfeit or folsc 

instrument purporting to lw a l'rc1lit card s1rnH upon summnry t:!onvic.: 

tion thereof if tho amount of the cr~<lit obtained by such use docs not 

cxccecl fifty dollars ($50) he sentenced to_1m)- a fi1lc of not more than QDC 

hurnlrc>cl 1lollars ($100) or to 11rnlerg1) imprisonment for not more than 

thirty (:30) da~·s or hoth or if t11c crcclit ohtainc>d Ly sul'l1 ttsc exceed~· 

fifty tlollnrn ($50) tJwu such pl'rson shall be guilt,r of a misdemeanor 

pm1ishahle by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor 

moi·o than fin• hurnlrcd dollars ($500) or imprisonment for not more 

thau ono (1) year or both 

(c) Auy person who is authorized by a person e1~gagcd in business 

which issues credit cards to furnish goods or services on credit upon 

presentation of a credit card by the person to whom it wns issued and 

who with the intent to dcframl au issuer of credit t•anls or any 11crso11 

to whom a credit card has been issued furnisl1cs goods services or any-

thing of value upon presentation of an unissucd or expired or revoked 

or altered credit car<l or without presentation of a credit card or upon 

presentation of a credit c~ml which is not befog used with the consant 

of the person to w}10111 it was issued shall upon sunnuary conviction 

thereof if the amount of the credit oLtaiuc!l b_y such use does not ex-
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l cccd fifty dollars ($50) be sentenced to JHl)" n fine of not more than one 

2 hundred dollnrs ($100) or to undergo impriso1nncnt for not more than 

8 thirty (30) dnys or if rhc t.•rcdit oLtaincd by surh use exceeds fifty tlol· 

4 lnrs ($50) then sud1 person slrnll Le guilty of a misdemeanor puuish-

6 nblc by a fine of not IC'ss tl1an one _hundred dollars ($100) nor more 

6 tlrnn fiw huwlr<.•d d0Jlnr::1 ($500) or imprisoument. for not more than 

7 ono ( 1) year or both 

8 (ti) Any person who with thu intent tu dcfrnu1l or to aid and abet 

9 auothl'f to defraud any person of the lawful charge in whole or in part 

IO for nny telcconnmmications service shall obtain or attempt to ol1tain 

11 or aid and abet another to ohtain or to attempt to obtain any tclccom-

12 muuications senicc (i) by charging such se1:\·icc to an existing telephone 

18 uumhcr without the authority o{ the suhscribcr therdo or the legitimate 

14 holtlcr therC'of or (ii) b_y charging sueh service to u uon<'xistcnt fahe 

16 fictitious or counterfeit telephone number or to a suspmilrd terminated 

16 expired canecle<l or rcrnkc1I telephone 1111mbN· or (iii) Ly nse of a code 

17 in·c:nrangcd schrme or other similar stmtagem or deYicc whNeby sai1l 

18 })erson in effect scrnls Or receives infomrntion or (i\·) by insta11ing l'C-

19 arranging or tampering with any facilities or equipment whether 
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1 physically inductively acoustically or electronically or (v) by any other 

2 trirk stratagem impersonation false pretense false reprci:;cntation fols<! 

3 shttement contrivance device or means :;ilrnll upon summary conviction 

4 thereof if the charge for tlrn service obtained 01· attempted to be ob-

6 taincd by such use docs not exceed fifty dollars ($50) Le sentenced to 

6 pay a fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100) or to undergo 

7 imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) (lays or both or if the chargo 

8 for the service obtained or attempted to be obtained by such uso exceeds 

9 fifty dollars ($50) then such person ~1iall be guilty 0£ a misdomcanol' 

10 punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor 

11 more than five hundred dollars ($500) or imprisonment for not more 

11 than one (1) year or both 

13 (e) The offenses :for which penalties arc provided herein shitll not 

14 be exclusive but shall be in addition to existing offenses provided by law 
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We 4*tffy that thie bill has paseed the Senate a.nd tho H<lu&e of 

• I •••• Ill •••••••••••••••••• I • t • t •••••••••• 

Ohfof Olerk:, Sonat~ 

•• Ill ........................... fl .............. . 

········································ Spe.kw, lloaae '*'. Btp-t1eaWI.,_ 

""*°'eel 'l1aie •••••••• -., of ••••••••••••••••• , • • • • A.. D. 1tt1. 

"" . "" ..................................... . 


