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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
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INTRODUCED BY MESSRS. SHAFER AND \h\iiu.‘w\\llN
APRIL 11 1961,

e e

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY GENERAL,
APRIL 11, 1961,

AN ACT

Amending the act of June 24 1939 (P I, 872) cntitled “Av arct (o
consolidate amend and revise the penal laws of the Cemuton
wealth” defining the erimes of fraudulent use of 'vro«lit cards

~and fraudulent obtaining of telcconnuuﬁicntions serviee and pre-
seribing penalties

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows

mu.umox—owrr AL LETTERS indicats new matter added to blil. u..tw obricken—through
‘I to be omitted from bill.
Underscoring in

dicstes new matter added to eoxisting law. [Brackets) indicaty mattee
en existing law.
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581—Printer’'s No. 2
Section 1 The act of June 24 1939 (P I S72) known as “The’
Penal Code” is amended by adding after section 8§97 a new section to

read

Scetion 898 Fraudulent Use of Credit Cards (a) “Person” shall

mean an individual whether or not of legal age or a copartnership or

an association or a corporation and any employe agent director or ofticer

thereof SR &

The term “‘eredit card” shall mean any identification card number

or other identification device or any document plate coupon or book is-

sued or given to any person by a person engaged in business so as to

enable the credit card holder to acquire or obtain mdhey goods Eers&ﬁal

property or services upon a promise to pay in part or in full therefor at

a future time whether or not all or any part of thé indebtedness repre-

sented by such promise to make deferred payment is secured or un-

secured

The term “credit card holder” shall mean any person (i) to whom

a credit card has been issued or given or (ii) in possession of a credit

card with the consent of the person to whom the credit card was issued

“Notice” shall mean an oral or written advice transmitted to a

credit card holder or to a person by whom a credit card is presented
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statiug in substance that the privilege of the use of the eredit card has

been terminated or revoked or suspended or limited to the extent or in

the manner set forth in the notice Such notice in writing shall he con-

clugively presumed to have been given to any eredit card holder when

deposited as registered or certified matter in the United -States mail

addressed to such eredit card holder either at the address sct forth on

the credit card or to such holder’s last known address

The term “revoked eredit card” shall mean a credit card the

privilege and use of which has been terminated or suspended or revoked

or limited by the person issning such card bj' notice given to the credit

card holder or by notice given to the person possessing such credit card

(b) Any person who uscs or attempts io use or aids and abets an-

other in using for the purpose of obtaining credit or for the acquisition

of money goods property or services including but.not. limited to tcle-

conmmunications service or the transmission of a message signal or other

communication by teleccmmunication or over tclecommunications facili-

ties (1) a credit card which has not been issued or (ii) a credit card which

is not used with the consent of the person to whom such credit card

was issued or (iii) a revoked credit card or (iv) a credit card which has
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expired or (v) a eredit card which is altercd or (vi) a counterfeit or false

instrument purporting to be a eredit card shall upon summary convie-

tion thereof if the amount of the eredit cbtained by such use does not

exceedl fifty dollars ($30) be sentenced to pay a fiie of not more than one

hundred dollars ($100) or to undergo imprisomment for not more than

thirty (30) days or both or if the credit obtained by such ise exceeds

fifty dollars ($50) then such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor

punishable by a fine of not less than onc hundred dollars ($100) nor

more than five hundred dollars (3500) or imprisonment for not more

than one (1) year or both

(c) Any person who is authorized by a person engaged in business

which issues credit cards to furnish goods or services on credit upon

presentation of a credit card by the person to whom it was issued and

who with the intent to defraud an issuer of credit cards or any person

to whom a credit card has been issued furnishies goods serviees or any-

thing of value upon presentation of an unissued or expired or revoked

or altered credit card or without presentation of a credit card or upon

presentation of a credit card which is not being used with the consent

of the person to whom it was issued shall upon summary conviction

thereof if the amount of the credit obtained by such use does not ex-
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ceed fifty dollars ($50) be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than oie

hundred dollars ($100) or to underge imprisopment for not more than

thirty (30) days or if the credit obtained by such use excceds fifty dol-

lars ($50) then such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punish-

“able by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more

than five hundred dollars (§500) or imprisoument for not more than

one (1) year or both

(d) Any person who with the intent to defraud or to aid and abet

another to defraud any person of the lawful charge in whole or in part

for any telecommunications service shall obtain or attempt to obtain

or aid and abet another to obtain or to attempt to obtain any telecom-

munications serviee (i) by charging such service to an existing telephone

number without the authority of the subseriber thereto or the legitimate

holder thercof or (ii) by charging such serviee to a nonexistent false

fictitious or counterfeit telephone number or to a suspended terminated

expired canceled or revoked telephone number or (3i1) by use of a code

prearranged scheme or other similar stratagem or device whereby said

person in effeet sends or receives information or (iv) by installing ve-

arranging or tampering with any facilities or equipment whether
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“physically inductively acoustically or electronically or (v) by any other

trick stratagem impersonation false pretense false representation falso

statement contrivance device or means shall upon summary conviction

thereof if the charge‘ for the service obtained or attempted to be ob-

tained by such use docs not exceed fifty dollars ($50) be sentenced to

pay a fine of not more than one hundred doMars ($100) or to undergo

imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days or both or if the chargo

for the service obtained or attempted to be obtained by such use excceds

fifty dollars ($50) then such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor

punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor

more than five hundred dollars ($500) or imprisonment for not more

than one (1) year or both

(e) The offenses for which penalties arc provided herein shall not

be exclusive but shall be in addition to existing offenses provided by law
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Wo ocertify that this bill has paseed the Senate and the House of

FPreddent pro mnpore, Sonzte
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Speaker, House of Representatives
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