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THE GEJSERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 551 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

INTHODUCED BY )l:ESSHS. HOONEY, STAISEY, VAN SANT 
AND SESLER, APRIL 24, 1961. 

UEFEHRED TO COMMITTEI.; ON PUULIO IlEAVrH AND 
'VELFARE, APRIL 24, 1961. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of June 24 1937' (PL 2051) entitled "An act relating 

to public assistance providing for and regulating assistance to cer-

tain classes of persons designated and defined as dependent 

children aged persons blind persons and other persons requiring 

relief providing for the administration of this act by the Depart· 

mcnt of Public Assistance and county boards of assistance hereby 

created for this purpose authorizing the Dcparlment of Public 

Assistance to cooperate with and to accept and dislmrse moneys 
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received from the Uuitcd States Government for assistance to 

sud1 1wrrn11s provirling for the liquidation of tho State :Emergency 

Rc1il'f Board l3o:mls of Trnstccs of the )[others' Assist:mco Fund 

:mcl lloar<ls 0£ Trustees of Pcmion Funtl for the BJiwl nu<l repeal· 

ing laws relating to mothers' ni::sistancc 11cnsions for the blind 

old age assistance :md the Stale Emergency Helie£ Board" in-

creasing m9ntlily pension allowance aml maximum income al-

lowancc cstablishin~ the sm11 of inMmc nncl pension ns a ceiling 

for pension reccirnble and making an appropriation 

The Oenoral Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

l Section 1 Clause (c) of section 0 act of June 24 1937 (P IJ 2051) 

2 known as the "Public Assistance I.aw" arncncle<l December 16 1959 (P 

8 . L 1850) is amended to read 

' Section 9 :Eligibility. for Assistance * * * 

6. (c) Blind Persons A blind person is defined as oue who (1) is twenty-

6 · . ?ne years of age or more .(2) has three-sixtieth 01· ten two-hundredths 

7 or Jess normal vision (3) is not. receh·ing any other assistance dnriug 

8 the period for which he is receh·ing assistance as a blind person (4) is 
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1 not an inmate of :my prison jail immrn asylum or nny other puLlic reform 

2 or corrcctiounl institution The pension of a Llind pc>rson shall be scnnty 

3 dolbrs ($70) per month Provided That nny hlind pcrsou with nn fi~hrnl 

4 income of two thournnd eight lnmdrcd eigl1ty dollars ($2880) or upwards 

5 and any hlii1d person having (1) real property wit11 nn ns~esH·<l n\lua-

6 tion of over [five thousand dollars ($5000)] H•wn thomm11l five hundred 

7 <lol1ars ($7500) or (2) personal nropcrfy with :m actual value of ornr ----- ... 

8 [five thoimmfl dollars ($5000)] scn111 thorn~:rnrl £xc Jnmclrr•l dollars 

9 ($7500) or (3) a combination of real and pcrso1rnl property with fl t<1tal 

~ : 

10 valuation of over [five thousand dollars ($5000)] scYen thom:arnl tfre 

11 hundred dollars ($7500) the valuation of tho l'cal property to be deter-

12 mined b.r its nssesscd valuation minus cncumbrirnces the valuation of 

18 
the personal property to be <lctermincd by its actual value is not en· 

14 
titled to such \1ension The interest of a blind person in any prope1·ty 

15 
owned by the entireties shall be deemed to be a one-half interest [And 

16 
provided :further That where a blin,l J1Crson has an income of le>ss t1rnn 

17 
two thousand eight hundred eighty dollars ($2880) per yl'ar the pension 

18 
shall be fixed in such amount so tliat the combined income and pension 

19 
shall not excee<l two thousand cigl1t hundred eighty dollars ($2880) a 

20 
year) No person sha11 be denied a pension because of t11e fact that he or 
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1 she is not a citizen of the United States In the event that any act of 

2 C<mgress providing li'cdcrnl nid toward pension for tho blind requires 

3 the recipients to be citizens no such l!'ederal aid moneys shall be ex-

4 pended In the payment of pensions to non-citizens but such person shall I 

5 rccciYc pensions out o{ the moneys appropriated by t~iis Commonwealth 

f": 6 ~ ., * * * 
'~l 

7 Section 2 The sum of . . . . . • . • . • . . is hereby nppropriate(l to 

8 tho Department of Public 'Velfare to be used for tho purpose of pay-

9 ing montl1ly pensions to the blind 

10 Section 3 This act shall take effect Januar.v 1 1961 

,. 
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We c~rti{y that this bill has passed the Senate and the House of 

Reprc-seiitativee. 

• ••••••••• Ill ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ohief Olerk. Senate 

........................................ 
President pro tempor-e, Senate 

............... ' ....................... . 
Speaker, House of Repreaentativea 

.Approved The •••••••• day of •••••••••••.•.••...... A. D. 1961 • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ill ........................ . 

Governor 
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