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TBB GBNBRAL ASSEMBLY OF PBNNSYLVANl.A 

SENATE BILL 
No. 594 Session of 

1 9 6 I 

INTHODUCED UY MESSRS. STIEFEL AND J,ANE, :MAY 2, 19G1. 

HEFEHHED TO COM~llTTEI~ ON COHPOHA'l'IONS, MAY 2, 1!)61. 

AN ACT 
• \ 1111•111li11J.! I h1• ad of ~l ny 28 1 !J:n (P L 10fi:3) cntitlr<l "An act re-

lali11g I•) Ch<> n•gnlation of pnliii1• ntiHtiC>s defi11ing as pnhlic 

111 iii tie" l'NI :ii 11 ·~orpora t ious l'0111pa11ics assoei:ltions and per-

sous provi1li11~ for tl1e regulation of pnlJJic nti1itics i11clncling 

to n limik1l cxl<'nt munieipalitics engaging in public utiHty lmsi-

lll'$S hy Jll"<'~<'rihin~ «leflning and limiting their <lntics powers 

awl Jiahilitif's a11e) r<'gnlating the exerc·isc smrcndcr or abandon-

nw11t of tl1c>ir powers pri\·ilC>ges aud frnnchises defining and 

n•gulating contract caniNs Ly motor vchiele and brokers in 
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order to regulate effecti\'cly l'Ollllltun 1•1trrier~ hy motor vchidc 

conferring upon the Pcnnsyhnnin Public Utility Com· 

mission the power and duty of supervising and regulating 

persons associations oompanies and corporations including 

to n limited extent municipal corporations subject to this act 

and adrninistcriug the pro,·isions of this act authorizing the 

eom111i:'sio11 to fix te111pornry mt<>s 11hwi11g- the lnmlcn of 11rnof 

on public utilities to sustain tl1eir rafrs :rn1l certain other mat· 

ters authorizing n 11cnnissivc or ma111ln tory ~li· Ii 11g SI' a lo mc•I hotl 

of regulati11g rates providing for tlu.• !lllJIC'l'd~ion of linn11,•in1 

and contrn<>tnal rC'lations bctwe<'n publi<' ntilitics nnd aflHint<'1l 

intcn~sts at11l ~nperdsion amt r<'~111ation of :\\'\'O\lllls n111\ ~N·mi· 

tics or obligation:> i::._..;111•11 ns~1m1C•1l m k<'pl h,v pcrso11:-\ n~::o<>iations 

companies corporal in us or m1rnh·ipn 1 Mq11wat i0111' !illhj('l'l t n t hi~ 

clnsive power to regulate or orde1· the <'on:i.t mdion lllterlllion 

l'elocation protection or abolition of <'rO~\ngs of facilities of 

1rnhli<' utiliti£':- ::11111 of ~nwh faC'i\itiC'!\ hy or o\·er pnhlic highways 
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to n11proprialc proper!~· for the construction or improvement of 

sud1 t:rns~i11gs nml to award or npportion resultant costs and 

dnruagrs :rnthorizing owners of slll·h property to sue the Com· 

monw£•dlth for such damages pr°'·idi11g for ejcctment proceedings 

in com1cction with t110 approp1·ialion of propcrt~· for crossings 

conferring upon the commission power to control and regulate 

Ludgcts of public utilities imposing upou persons nssociati011s 

companies and corporations (except municipal corporations) su\}­

ject to regulation the cost of administering this act prescribing 

and reg11lnti11g prndice and procedure hefore the commission 

arnl pro~<',ture for review by the courts of commission a<:>tion 

gi\'ing the• l'Olll't o( comnvm \llcas 0£ Danphin County e.xdnsh·e 

01·iginal jnri:.dktion o\·rr ('Crtain proceedings prescribing penal-

1 irs fine~ l'\1111 im1l)'iso11ment for Yiolations of tho ]lrO\·isions of 

this act nntl rC'gHl!\tions and orders of the Mmmission and the 

procrdme for C'11ford11g such fines and penalties and repealing 

legislation supplic>d nnd superseded by or inconsistent with this 

net" providing t11al nppcals shall be taken to the Supreme Court 

The Genernl AsscmM:.· of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as fo1lows 
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"1 Section 1 Scdious 1101 1103 mul 1101 ::wt of ~fa,\· 28 1037 (P J, 

2 10rl3) known ns the "Public Utility Law'' are inuernfo(I lo rc>a<l 

8 8<'cfio11 1101 ApJlC'als to Cotnts .Turisdi<'tion arnl Prn<'li<'c (a) 

f Within tliitfy days nlkr the service of n11y onlcr bv the connnission 
... '" '- . 

6 nnlrss an application for n n:•hcariog mny be pending arnl then within 

6 thirt,\· clnJS aftci- tlrn scnirc of the order refusing sud1 applic-.'ltion or 

7 the ~rnicc of an Of(ler modif :.·ing amemHng i·cscincling_ ~r- -~nirn1i11g 

8 the original order any party to the prorccdings affectcil thcrcb.v may 

9 nppral therefrom to t}w [8upC>rior1 Ruprcmc Comt Such court is hereby 

10 dnthr<l with C'xc•lm.ive jmi:::dietion throughout tl1c Commonwealth for 

ll the 1mrpMc of hl1 arittg mul detel'mining any :uul all sn<'h appeals Pro-

111 vided Th!lt in <'<lSC of an nppeal from an award Ly the romnti~ion of 

13 compensation for darirnges resulting from nn appropriation of real prop· 

14 nty urnlrr tlw provi:~iorn~ of thi~ :wt the nppe~1ls s}1n1I in rasc ~my 1rni-ty 

15 is rutitlC'tl to tlenrn111l a jury h'ial nml('r section ('igl1t of Arti<'fo sixt('en 

16 of th~ C'onstitution of t11is Commonwealth be to the courts of the proper 

11 <'mmty thereof hut in all otlwr <'ases sl1all l)e to the fSupcrior] 8uprcme 

18 C'onrt In l''15C of au.'· suC'h :1ppeal from sn<'h an award where t1rn com-

19 mission shall have appottioned the amount thereof among or shall 
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11avc dir<>ctcd the payment thereof by any \lltblic utility municipal cor-

2 pornlion or the Conunonwcalth any such public utility municipal cor-

•_J 

.:> porntion or the Commonwealth may i1Hcrrnne and be h<'ard in tho trial 

4 of sud1 appeal tinder sud1 ntle.5 and regulations as the court shall pre-

5 S(·rihc If [lll appeal Le taken to any court other than the [Superior] 

fi 811prc111c Comt tl1e case shall proceed in m·cord[ln<•e with the practice 

S (h) All appeals to Ilic [Superior] Supreme Comt slHlll be b,v peti-

9 lion sdli11g forth spcdficall,,· awl concisely the error or errors a$Signed 

i.O to tlw orclcr of the commission whil'h petition sl1all he accompanied by 

11 n eopy of tl1e 01·der npp<'alcd from and shall also he accompanied by 

i2 atl!tlnvit of 1J1c :lpJK•llant or of tl:c agc11t or attorney of such appellnut 

13 thnt t11e appeal is not taken for the purpose of clela,Y but because the 

14 ap1wJJant nrily bclic\'es that injustice has been done Eacli error relied 

15 on must he speciflC'<l partieularl~' and set forth in a separate numbered 

i6 paragraph of the petition 

j 1 HC'l't ion t 10:1 S11perse11c•:B 8C'emit.'· X o nppcal from any ordC'r of 

18 tl1<' commission except as hereinafter provided sliall in any case operate 

19 a~ a sui1rrS<'d<'as of the ot•ler appealed from unless the [Superior] 
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supcrscdcas Sud1 iutPrloentory onlC'r ~hnll Lo 111:t1lo onlr nftcr such 
.,_ 

3 notice_ to the com111is=-io11 m1tl ot)wr parlil's of n'conl ns tho court rnny 

• direct and after hearing Upon the grs111ti11~ of n SllJH'r111c<lcns in Any 

l) ('a5c the l'Olll't may in its discretion re-quire the filing of n bond to the 

6 Commomr<'a1th fo1· the u.rn of nil parties nggric,·c,I in such sum nnll 

7 con<lition<>d as the court may by its or(lcr direct or mny grsrnt tho 

8 snpcrs<>ctrns upon sueh other terms and conditions as tho court in its 

9 clfacrction rnny prcscril;-0 Provided That the cffcd of any such super• 

10 sedeas shaJl be to continue in effect the temporary rates if any pre· 

11 viously established in the proceeding by the commi.cision 

12 8cction 1104 Parties on Appeal In any app<>al to the [Superior] 

13 Supreme Court the comt may order the comp1ai11anf in the original 

14 l'omplaint to he a1lde(l to the record Rs a party and such party shall 

16 be pennitted to join in the defense of the order of the commisgion at 

16 issue The court may also upon application by petition and cause shown 

17 permit any person co1·1>0ration or municipal corporation to intervene 

18 in such proceeding.:; 1tnd be added as a party appellant or appellee therein 

19 Notice of sud1 application to inte1Tcne shall be served upon the com· 

20 mission within three days of the filing of such application 
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1 Scetion 2 SC'ction 1107 of th0 act amcruled ,July 3 HlH (P J, 267) 

is nmcndccl to read 

a Section 1107 Record on Appeal Scope of fnquiry and Disposition 

' of Costs Any nppca 1 to the [Superior] Supreme Court 8haJI he de-

knniuetl 11pu11 1 he rcl'Onl ccrtific1l L~· the commission to the court All 

6 C\'i1lc11t>c in sud1 record rn certified may he consi1lcrcd by the court 

7 rcgimlkss of any technical rule which might have rendered the same 

8 i11atlmissi1ile if originnlly offered in the trial of an action at law Tho 

9 court 11111~· 1lismis" tl1c appeal 01· vacate the or1lcr complained of in whole 

10 or in part In case the order is wholly or partly vac·ale<l the court may 

11 also in its di::c:retion rernanrl the matter to the commission for such 

11 further proceedings not inconsistent with the decree as in the opinion 

13 11( 1l1f' c•omt jn~tite mri,Y requirc The order of the eommission shaJl not 

14 be \'acated or set aside either in whole or in part except for error of law 

15 or laC'k of edden<'e to sup}lort the finding determination or order of 

16 Hrn 1•ommission or violation of C'onstitutional 1·ights The costs resulting 

17 from an:• ap1)cal shall be upon the appellant llllless the court shall make 

18 other disposition of the costs in its decree The costs resulting :from any 

19 nppeal may not he imposed on the commi~ion except in cases where 

20 
the complaint or proceeding was instituted by the commission 
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1 Section 3 Sections 1108 1100 1110 1111 nrnl 1112 of the act 

2 arc amended to read 

S Section 1108 Precedence of .\p1wal.5 from the onlcr~ of the com-

4 mission to the (Superior I 811prt.•11w C.mrt 8hall tnh 11rccc1l<'11cu up<m. 

~ tlto ca lend a rs of :::11cli con rt over n II 1·i\'i I nd inn~ l1x1·11 pt 1•lcct ion t'IW'S 

6 imits for wages nrn l workmen's l'Olll pe11~:lf ion l'IHl':S 

7 [Section 110fl AppPnls to H111m'lll<' Coml \\'itlii11 tllirly 1ln,rs ofter 

8 t]1p C'llfr.v of :my tii1nl jrnlgmf'lif onlf'I' 11r dPl'l'<'C' nf tlin ~tlfH'l'ior C'om·t 

9 any party to the record aggrieved thcrcb,v mny nppenl tlwrofr1m1 to tho 

10 Supremo Court if the jmisclictio11 of tl1P ~llpPriur Conl'I i~ in i~i'11r. nr 

11 if the ca~P iu \'Ohe1; t lw C'o11stt·ud ion or ;tpplk•;ll icm of f ho Cousti tntion 

12 of the Unitrnl Stato5 or if :my stntuto or trenty of the Unite1I States 

13 or if he C'asc invokrii tl1c C'onslntC'lion or appliC'ntion of th" Constitntion 

14 of P<•1111sylw111ia or if the :lt1penl to the Supreme Conrt he cspc<'ially 

lf; aHowcd hy the Sup<•rior Court itself or hy an)· Oil<' ju.~tirc of the Sn-

16 prcmc Court Such appeals 8hall he taken an(l prm:e<'11tc(l in the ~amc 

17 manner a111l with tho ~amc cffcd as i;; pro\'i<lc1I in othrr cases of appeal 

l~ from the S11pel"ior Conrt to the Snpr<'me Comt] 
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1 8cctiou 1110 Hight to Trial hy J m.r Nothing in this act contained 

2 shall lie constrnetl to· deprive :my party upon any such ap~al anll ju.-

8 llil·ial rnview of the proceedings nnd orders of the commission of the 

' right to trial hy jury of any issue of fact rni~cd thereby or therein 

I where such l'ight is seemed cithet· hy the Constitution of the Common-

1 wealth or of th<.> United States hut in eYery such case suc11 right of 

'1 trial h~· jmy shall remain inviolate llrovided 11owcvcr Thnt when any 

I nppl'nl is trikcn sud1 right shall be clccmcd to be waive(\ upon all issues 

I nnlrss expressly rc::.crwtl in such reasonable manner as shall be pre-

10 sC'rihec\ by tlrn [Superior! Supreme Conrt 

11 Section 1111 E:xclm•ive Jurisdiction of Dauphin County Court to 

11 lfoar Injmwtions No injunction sha1l i~sue moilifying suspending stay-

11 ing or anrmling any order of the commission or of a' Cllmmissioner cx-

1' cept in a proccrdiug que~titming the juriHlietion of the commission and 

16 tl1<'n onlJ• after ranso shown upon a hraring Tlw court of common pleas 

~e ,:of Daupl1in County is hereby clothed.with c:x<'1n~ivc jurisdiction tlmmgh-

17 out thr. eommonwealth of all proC'eedings for such injunctions subject 

18 to an appeal to the f Superior] Supreme Court as afore~airl 

594-SW-2 
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1 Section 1112 EtTcd of Commission Action Whenever the commis· 

t sion shnll mnkc :rny rnle regulntion finding determination or order under 
::,,.-· 
--

a the 1n·o,·i:~ions of this net the same shall he prima facie evidence of tho 

' fn<'ts fo11nd nnc1 ~hall remnin conclnshe 11pou all parties affected there-

I Ly unlc~8 ~et nsi1lc m1mtlll'd or mo<liticd in an appeal to tho (Superior) 

9 Supre1110 Co111·t tnk('11 ns 1tro,·hlecl in this act 

We certify that thla bill haa passed the Senate and the Mouae of 

R~presentath·e&. 

a t I a I t .; e I I a • a • f • I e I I I e I • I I I • • • I • • t f I I • t t 

Chief Olerk, Senate 

••••t•••································ Presi.deo& pro tem.pore, Suite 

• I t e t I t e • e I I I I I I I I t I I t • I t I I t t I I e t I I I " I I e 

Speaker, House of Repreaentatlna 

Approved 'l'he •• , , ••.. clay of •••..••••••••••••••••• L D. 196L 

..... , ................... ,, ............. . 


