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SENATE BILL
No. B§OQF cuur

INTRODUCED BY MESSRS. LANE, WEINER, WAGNER, FLACK,
AND STIEFEL, MAY 2, 1961,

N————

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, MAY 2, 1961,

——

—— e ]

AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10 1949 (P 1. 30) entitled “An act velating
to the public school system mecluding certain provisions ap-
plicable as well to private and parochial schools amending revis-
ing consolidating and changing the laws relating thereto” pro-
viding for the establishment and maintenance of regional voea-
tional technical schools imposing powers and duties on school
boards the Department of Public Instructien and the State Board

of Vocational Education relative thereta providing for the finan-
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cing aud construction of Luildings defining certain terms and pro-
viding for payments b\ the Commonwealth
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Peunsylvania
hereby enacts as follows
Section 1 Clause (1) of seetion 1806 act of Mareh 10 1949 (P 1. 30)
kuown as the “Public School Code of 1949” amended M.f\:v 9 1949
(P 1. 939) is amended to read
Section 1806 Administration by School Districts Any school district
may through its board af school divectors

(1) Establish and maintain voeational technical vocational industrial

vocational agricultural vocational homemaking [and] vocational dis-

tributive occupational post high school vocational and technical educa-

tion of less than college level schools or departments

E 2

Section 2 Sections 1841 and 1842 of the act added August 21 1953

(P 1. 1228) are amended to read

Seetion 1841 Avea or Regional Vocational Technical Schools

Authorized The county hoard of school directors of ecach county in-

dividually or jointly with the board of one or more other counties
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Loards of school dircctors of first class or first class A districts individ-

ually or jointly sccond class districts jointly or third class districts

jointly may on or subsequent to the first day of June one thousand nine
hundred fifty-five establish maintain conduct and operate schools de-
partmnents or elasses for vocational industrial cducation vocational agri-

cuttural education vocational homemaking education {and] voeational

distributive occupational education and post high school veecational and

technical education of less than college level to Le known as “area or

regional voeational technical schools” for the henefit of pupils and adults

residing in school districts not providing {trade and industrial schools

and departments] adequate vocational conrses Avea or vegional voea-

_tip_n___al} technical schools as approved by the State Board for Vocational
Sducation may be organized as [techuical] educational service centers
in whfch pupils may envoll full-time or in which pupil enrolled in
academic high schools may eleet to attend pm'l—tkime

Section 1842 Advisory Committees [Each county board of schaol

dirvectors] The board of school dirvectors legally constituted and author-

ized to operate an area vocational technical school shall appoint an ad-

visory committee composed of moembers representing loeal trades indus-
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tries occupations and administrators of the participating school distriets

The advisory [l)oa;xl] committee shall advise- the [county] board of

schc’x;l directors [boards of school (lirecto;s] ;opemting [ vocational
schools or departments ﬁild school administrators having the manage-
ment of] arca technical schools [or of vocational schools or dépﬁrt-
ments] on such matters as the need for a particular shop cduipn\ent
curriculum labor management co-ordination or selection of personnel -

Section 3 Section 1843 of the act added August 21 1053 and clause
(16) added June 1 1956 (P 1. 2018) is amended to read

Section 1848 Powers and Duties of {County] Arca or Regional

Voeational Technical School Boards Subject to the applicable provisions

of this act each [county] board of directors of vocational technical
schools shall have power and its cuty shall be

(1) To make a survey toﬁdete_rmine the vocational education needs
of the school districts under [the] its jurisdiction [of the county super-
intendent and other districts wishing to participate]

(2) To make and establish and from time to time alter and amend
rules and regulations for the transaction of 1ts business and for the

administration of the work under its charge
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" (3) To cniploy temporary proféssional and professional employes

supeﬁisbts"and teachers and to employ all other persons necessary to

carry on vocational education and to determine the salaries to be paid

Y

All ‘professional employes so eniployed shall havé the same rights of
" tenuré minimum salaries and increments and memborship in" the Public
Scho‘ol"'E'mployeé’ Retirement Association as professiondl omployes of

school districts '

(4) To purchase lease rent impro§e or sell land and to build re-

Yy
o
.

'pair imf;rove'lease rent buy and sell'buildiﬂgs |
o : ' . S ¢ .
(8) To acquire real property by purchase gift or condemnation for

Sy ' y . . : TR ii
"the purposes of area or-regional vocational technical schools Such con-

demnation Tplloicéediﬁgs‘ shall be instituted and conducted b}; the board

S
in the name of the participating school districts in the same manner as

(R
f ey

provided by this act in the casc of school districts

" (8) To purchase all iiecesséi'y furniture .impleme'nts' books materials

LR

eqﬂipment and sup:pliés
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(7) To make contracts with counties cities boroughs towns town-
" ships and school districts or other agéﬂciéé for carrying out the pﬁrpoées

R S

of this subdivision of this article =~ '
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(8) To make an annual 1-epor.t in writing t§ the Departinent of
Public Instruction and such other reports as the department may re-
e

) When authorized by the participating school districts ‘and
on behalf of such districts to enter into agreements with the State
Public School Building Authority or municipality authorities to buy
land build alter lease equip and operate facilities for public vocational
education of less than college grade

(10) To cstablish attendance aveas and to assign the school dis-
tricts to be included in each

(11) To accept pupils in area or regional vocational technical
o regt :

schonls from distriets not participating in their establishment and main-
tenance

(12) To assign pupils residing within school districts under [the]
s jurisdiction [of the county superintendent] to vocational schools or
depariments maintained by school districts of the first first A second

or third cjass with the approval of the districts maintaining such schools

or departments and to_pay tuition for pupils permitted to attend such

vocational schools or departments .
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(13) To locate area or rvegional vocational technical schools ac-

cording to the majorily vote of the schuol directors [present in con-

vention] from the school districta scrved by the area or regional voca-

tional technical school
(14) To onter into joint agreements with school districts of the
second or third class operating vocational schools suitable for use as

area or regional vocational technical schools

(16) Such other powers and duties as are necessary to carry into
cffect the purposes of this act

(16) To cstimate and fila with the Dopartment of Public Instruc-
tion on or bofore the first day of July cach year the cost of classes

and schools operated as avea or rogional vocational technical schools or

classes for avea or regional vocational technical schools whenever

such classes and schools are authorized

" Nothing herein contained shall bo construed to authorize the

-expenditure of any funds prior to the first day of June onc thounsand

nine hundred fifty-five

Section 4 Seetions 1844 and 1846 of the act added August 21 1953

(P 1..1223) are amended to read
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Section -18;14 Establishment of Schools {The county board of -
school directors of eﬁcil county shall call a convention of school direc-
tors of the school districts of eaﬁh attendance area to meet separatély
by attendance arcas on or before the first day of April one thousand
nine hundred ﬁfty&our to discuss and vote on the establishment of area
_technical schools I} approved by a majoriiy of ail the school directors
of the districts within an attendance area the county board of school
directors shall proceed to organize establish and-operate an area tech-
nical school in the attendance area on or subsequent to.the first day
of June one thousand nine hundred fifty-five School districts voting
against participating in .the area technical school shall again vote on
the question at least once” during each two years thereafter] An area

or yegional vocational technical school may be established by the majo'ii

ity vote of school directors of districts participating in the determira-

tion of the establishment of ‘such ‘school Districts may participate in

this determination as follows first class or first .class. A 'districts in:

dividually or jointly second class districts jointly thirdclass-districts

+ - jointly or*county boards individually or jointly

If approved by a majority of the school directors représenting this

participating districts the area comprised by these districts shall consti-
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tute an attendance area subject to the épproval of the State Board for

Ve

Vocational Education

~ All districts in which a majo-ity of the school directors gave their

. approval shall further explore the establishment of an area or regional

technical school Within sixty days after the vote to establish an attend-

ance area the president of the school board of each district which gave

. its.approval or a board member whom he shall designate shall meet fo

develop recommendations to be made to the hoards of the participatitg

districts -as to the. type of administrative organization permissible fn

. the school code under which the area school will operate

~ Section 1845 Cost of 'I‘:Sta_b]i_s_hl_n‘?‘_]t Ete Ownership of Property
All cxpenses in: connection with the establishment of area or regioial
-._vocational technical schools and additions and improvements thereof
- shall ‘be borne by the school districts participating therein in the pro-
3 port-i?I}s_ ‘g_g_li'eed“ on by the respective ‘districts Any school district not

‘participating in the original establishment of an area or regional voca:

. tiopal -technical school which later elects to become a participant shall

- contribute.to,the cost of the school an amount agreed on with.the thén
_participating districts and. shall’.make such:further annual payments

on account of obligations to the [State Public Schodl Building Author}
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ity or reatals under leases with munieipality anlhoriiies] appropriate
authority as shall be agreed on All property of each area or regional
* vocational technical school shall be owned jointly by the several school
districts participating in the establishment maintenance and operation
thercof in the proportion the contribution of each to the cost of ac-
quigition construction and improvement bears to the total cost

Sec(i_on 5 Scetion 1847 of the act amended Junc 1 1956 (P L
2018) is amended to read

Scction 1847 Attendance of Pupils from Nonparticipating‘l)is-
tricts On obtaining the consent of the [county] board of school di-

rectors operating an area or regional vocational technical school and

with or without tho consent of the board of school dircetors of the
district where the pupil resides any pupil residing in a nonparticipating
district {within an attendance area where an area technical school .is

being operated] may attend the area or regional vocaiional technical

school The school district where the pupil resides shall be charged for

each pupil attending the area or regional vocational technical schopl

an aniount equal to the total budget for operating expenses including
-debt sorvice and capital outlay divided by the number of pupils en-

- rolled in the school:
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Section 6 Sections 1848 1849 and 1850 of the act added July 13

1057 (P 1. 899) are amended to read

Scction 1548 ,Stat‘c-w_‘idc Plan of Avea or Regionai Vocational
Technical Schools The State Board for Vocational Education {may]
shall formulate and adopt a state-wide plan of aven or regional voca-
tional technical school attendance areas in counsel with [county and
district] appropriate school [ superintendents] officials industrial labor

. and lay representatives for the purpose of controlling promoting and
administering area or regional vecational technical schools and classes
taking into consideration population density community interests fa-
cility of transportation existing facilities school organization and finan-

. cial ability The plan shall specifically define attendance areas minimum
facility pupil capacity curricular scope and objectives of the program

to be offered therein in accordance with standards and regulations

adopted. by the State Board for Vocational Eduecation

- Section 1849 Petitions for Change of Plan Future development
. of area or regional vocational techuical schools shall after approval of
the State plan conform to the plan and the school directors of a specified

.attendance area lhaving -reason to question the practicability of the
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State plan for fhé Speciﬁd attendance area or desiring to change the spe-
citied area may present the case to & committce of the State Board fér
‘Vocational Education with petition for change The decision of the
«State boatd thercon shall be final S = o
8  Section 1850 \lea Yocational Technical Joint School Board Com-
6 mittee Determination of the type of school administration oi‘galxizatign
7" ‘cstablished to. operate ‘the area voeational teehmical school or classes

8§ under [the county board of school directors] a board legally oonstitut;éd

§: - and authorized to operate an area vocational technical school shall be

10 #ccording to mutual agrecment between the school directors of the
11 Dparticipating school (iistric'té"[\Vhen]' _j_vllg_n_ the oyganization so ﬁgreé&
19 upon is approved by [the county boér&‘éf school directors arrldr] the Staté
13 Board for Voeational Education [thé]_ﬂlgorganiza’tion of school di-
14> rectors shall- be designated as the Area Vocational Techuical Joint
16 School Board -Cominittes and shall bo ‘éxtended all. fights privileges
16 "and authoiity provided by law fo area vocatiénal technical schools i
77+ Section 7-The act is amended by adding after section 1850 four
18 ‘rew sections‘ o Tead” " - - S e T

19 - Sectioni ‘1851 Contracts with ‘the Department of Public Instruc-

90 tion to Lease Area or Regional Vocational Technical Schools Constructed
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by the General State Authority Wheunever a first class or fivst class A

district individually or jointly & second class district jointly third class

districts jointly a county board or a vegional voeational technical school

board of & county or countics acting jointly under a county board or

a regional vocational technical schiool board has been legally authorized

to establish operate and maintain an avea or vegional vocational tech-

3

nical school as outlined in this act the county board of school directors

or regional vacational techuical school board may request the Depart-

ment of Public Tustruction to construct and equip suitable facilities for

the use of tlie arca or regional vocational fechnieal school Upon petition

of the State Superintendent of Publie Tnstruction the General State

Authority shall acquive Jands and buildings that can be made suitable

for an area or regional vocational technical sehool make necessary

alterations thereto o1 acquire fands and constraet buildings and supply

cquipnient therefor It shall lease the lands and buildings to the De-

partment of Public Instruction which shall in turn lease the same fo

a hoard legally constituted and aunthorized 10 operate an arca ov regional

vocational teehmical schiool for the temporary ar permanent use there-

serve a conmnty a part of i connty parts of two or more counties or {wo
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or more counties The Superintendent of Public Tustruction shall not

approve the expenditures of any funds for area or regional vocational

technical schools whieh include the construction of bleachers athletic

fiells athletic field lighting equipment athletic uniforms and clothing

apparatus to promote and conduct intramural or interscholastic athletics

or any othier type of extra-curricular activities or contests excepting

where the area or regional vocational technical school is approved as

a high school

Section 1852 Regional Vocational Technical School Board Com-

mittee Composition and Organization When schoal districts from™ two

or more counties participate in the operation of an area voeational

technical school the administration of such a sehool will be the vesponsi-

bility of a regional vocational teehnieal schinol board committee com-

posed of not less than one representative of cach of the county boards

of school directors participating in the operation of the school and rep-

resentatives of participating districts in a proportion cqual to the ratio

which the total schiool enrollment of the parvticipating districts of each

county bears to the total school enrollment of the participating dis-

tricts of all counties
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The regional vocational technical school board committee shrll

organize annually duving the month of December by clecting a presi--

dent and vice-president respectively who shall perform the duties im-

posed on similar oflicers of boards of school directors The regional

vocational teelinical sclioal board committee shall at the organization

meeting in December immediately following its organization and cach

four vears thereafter cleet a secretary and treasurver ‘The regional voca-

tional technieal school boawd shall designate a county or district supor-

intendent of one of the parvticipating counties or school districts to

administer and supervize any voecational technical school or schools

established and operated by or uuder the direction of the regional

vocational technical school bhoard

Scetion 1853 Annual Rental Cost For area or regional voeational

technical scliool building projects construeted leased or purchased by

the General State Authority and leased by the Departmeut of Public

Tustruction to any board legally constituted and authorized to operate

an area or regional vocational teehmnical school The Department of

Public Instruction shall deduct annually from any moneys due the sev-

eral schaol districts participating in the operation and maintenance

of area or regional voeational technical schools an annual rental cost
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obtained by adding the amount of the fixed annual rental cost to the

amount of the pupil rental cost

Fixed annual rental is obtained by dividing the total aunual rental

cost by six multiplying the quotient by a nmumber obtained by dividing

the market evaluation of the participating district by the total market

value of all participating districts

The pupil annual rental cost shall be ten dollars ($10) multiplied by

the ADM of students attending the area or regional vocational technical

school from the district of residence

Fixed Annual Rental = a  x

Total Annual Rental

Market Value of a participating district

Total Market Value bf all participating districts

Section 1854 Vocational ard Technical Eduecation Programs The

State Board for Vocational Education shall adopt and preseribe stand-

ards and regulations for the proper vocational education for secondary
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school students and post sccondary school students in voeational and

techuieal subjects of less than college grade

Except as herein otlierwise provided it shall be the duty of the

board of school directors of all school districts to provide and maintain

programs of vocational and technical education which conform to the

standards and regulations prescribed by the State Board for Vocational

Education Suclt programs may be offered by districts of the first class

first class A individually or jointly sccond eclass districts jointly third

class distriets jointly and by county boards individually or jointly The

Superintendent of Public Instruction shall be responsible for the crea-

tion of administrative organizations to establish and operate vocational

and technical programs and shall enforce the provision of this act relat-

ing thereto Where in the judgment of the State Board for Vocational

Education the provisions of this act rclating to the organization and

operation of vocational and technical education programs have not been

complied with and the needs of the youth and adults are not being ade-

quately served the Department of Publiec Instruction is hereby author-

ized to provide including the cost of leasing building and equipping

« .
educational facilities when necessary maintain administer supervise and

595—SW—2
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operate classes and schools for the proper vocational and technical

cducation of the vouth and adults Pupil eligibility for cenvollment in

vocational and technical programs shall be according to standards pro-

mulgated by the State Board for Vocational Education For cach student

enrolled in any school or class operated by the Department of Public

Instruction the school district in which the student is resident shall pay

to the Commonwealth an amount equal to the total budget for operating

expenses including deht service and capital outlay divided by the number

of students enrolled in the school plus a sum equal to ten per centum of

such charges In order to facilitate such payments by the several school

districts the Superintendent of Public Tnstruetion shall withhold ont of

any State appropriation due such school distriet an amount equal to the

distriet’s pro raia share of the total eost as determined under the pro-

visions of this act

Section 8 Section 1922 of the act amended May 1‘4 1940 (P L 1365)
is amended to read

Section 1922 Vocational Education for Out-of-School YonthA and
Adulis The board of school directors of any school distriet or area or

regional vocational technical school when requested in writing by
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[twenty (20)] fifteen (15) or’mb"x"e out-of-school 'y(iu(]f or adults having
an administratively feasible ed’ucationa“l objective which has been pro-
vided for in the State Plan for Vocational Education for which facilities
are available shall inaugurate and maintain such programs so long as
enrollment conditions \varral;t

Seetion 9 Clause (2) of section 2501 of the act amended July 17
1959 '(P L. 538) is amended to read

Section 2501 Definitions For the purposes of this article the follow-
ing terms shall have the following meanings

x % »

(2) “Teaching Units” consist of twenty-two (22) high sehool. pupils

or twenty-two (22) post high school pupils enrolled in vecational and

voeational technical curriculum of less than college level or thirty (30)

elementary school pupils Fractions thereof shall be fractional teaching

units If a district’s pupil-teacher ratio exececds thirty-three (33) its dis-
pyj y

trict teaching units shall be obtained by multiplying the toal number of

all teaching units as defined above by thirty-three (33) and dividing the

product so obtained by the pupil-teacher ratio of the district High school

pupils are those pupils in a secondary school program eclassified as such
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by the Department of Public Instruction hut in no case shall include
any pupils below grade seven (7 )

* X %

Section 10 The first paragraph of section 2502.1 of the act amended
December 30 1959 (P L 2088)&3 amended to read

Section 2502.1 Suppleméntal Payments The following su.p'plomental
payments shall be made to districts of the third and fourth classes to
certain districts of the first class first class A and of the second class as
hereinafter provided and to such other districts as have been approved
by the Department of Public Instruction prior to July 1 1954 that are
the district of residence on account of pupils enrolled in elementary

schools or high schools operated by joint boards of which the distriet

of residence is a member

Seetion 11 Scctions 2504 and 2506 of the act amended August 21
1953 (P 1. 1223) are amended to read

Section 2504 Payments on Account of Voeational Curriculums
Every school district [and every vocational school distriet regardless

of classification] operating curricula approved by the State Board for

Vocational Education and every [county] board of school directors
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‘[with reference to area technical schools operated by thémr‘vwhieh con-

form to county and State plaus for technical schools or departments]

legally coustituted and authorized to operate an area or regional voca-

- tional technical school shall be paid by the Commonwealth for every
school year the sum of thirty~ﬁve dollars ($35) in vocational agricul-
ture and vocational industrial education twenty dollars ($20) in voca-
tional home ecconomies education and fifty dollars ($50) in vocational
distributive edueation per pupil in average daily membership in voca-
tional curriculums approved by the Superintendent of Public Instrue-
tion

Seetion 2506 Payments on Account of Approved Travel Every
school distriet [and every vocational school district] regardless of classi-
fication and every [county board of school dircetors with reference to

arca technical schools operated by them] board legally constituted and

authorized to operate an area or regional vocational technical school

shall be paid by the Commonwealth for every school year on account
of approved traveling expenses in the discharge of teaching and super-
visory responsibilities of teachers coordinators supervisors and diree-

tors in vocational education eighty per centum (80%) of the sum
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espended by the school district or the board for such 'approvcd travel

Section 12 Scction 2508.1 of the act amended July 13 1957 (P L
898) is amended to read
Section 2508.1 Payment on Account of Equipment Purchased for

Area or Regional Voeational Technical Schools Every county board

[of school dircctors operating approved avea techuical schools or

classes] regional vocational technical school board or area vocational

technical joint school board commitiee legally constituted and author-

ized to conduct an area vocational technical school shall be paid by the

Commonwealth annually on account of instructional equipment’ ap-
proved purcliased and installed a proportionate share of Federal and
State funds available and expendable for tnat purpose The Department
of Public Instruction may make advanced payment of available but
uncncumbered State and Federal funds te expedite the purchase of
equipment

Section i3 Scction 2508.2 of the act added June 1 1956 (P L
2018) is amended to read

Section 2508.2 Payments on Account of Area or Regional Voca-

tional Technical Schools Every county hoard Regional vocational tech-

nical school board or area voeational technieal joint school board com-
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mittee legally constituted and authorized to conduet an area voeational

technical school shall be paid on the first day of August and the first

day of January of each schiool year that area technical schools are

operated in equal installments the amount of cstimated cost for
the operation thercof including approved vocational exiension classes
Deductions to cqual the above installments paid to the county board

regional vocational fechnical school board or area vocational technical

joint school board committee legally constituted and authorized to

conduct an area vocational technical school shall be made from reim-

bursements due the participating districts These deductions shall be
made on the basis of the per pupil cost of the program including cur-
rent expenses and capital outlay multiplied by the number of pupils
in average daily membership {rom cach participating district Reim-
bursement on account of {children] students attending area or regional
vocational technical schiools shall be made to the district of residence

even though the f[child] student attends in area or regional vocational

technical school conducted [hy the county board of school directors]

as provided in the provisions of this seztion
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We certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the House of

Representatives.

Approved The




