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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 598 Session of 

1961 

INTRODUCED RY :\IESSRS. DiST.LVESTHO, \VEINEH, UcGINNIS 
AND :McOREESII, :MAY 2, 1961. 

REFERRED TO COMMI'l'1_'J<;E ON FORESTS AND WATERS, 
GAME .L~D FISH, MAY .2, 1961. 

AN ACT 
Enabling tl1e Commonwealth through the Department of Forests and· 

'Vatcrs or :my political subdivision of the Commonwealth to· 

:lc•1uirc hy purdrnsc learn gift eminent <lomain bequest devise 

or otherwi!"c property interests for park or reservoir purposes 

and providing for tlie condemnation valuation asscs.sment and 

sale of such property interests 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania-

herchy <'nacts as follows 
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1 ~1·ction 1 8tafC'llH'llt of LC'gislativC' lnlC'Hl It is tl1e 1mrposc of this 

2 al'f to l'larif~· a111l hroadl'll the> l'Xisti11g methods by which the Coimnon-

3 wraith a111l its politil'al :mbdi\'isio11s may JffC'scnc or acquire dC'sirable 

4 1:11111 for park or rrsl·n·oir site's or ma.v maintain anti (•nhancc tlw value 

~ of 1•:si~ti11g p:H'k or r<'~(·rvuir sites Thl• T.cgi~1atnn· timls that cxpandr<l 

6 park nnd rcscn·oir facilities will be neellcd to meet demands of a grow-

1 i11g population Thr opportuuity for fntnrc l'lllargcment of existing sites 

8 or lhl• arnilahility for :w1p1h•itio11 of l1lam1ctl new sites l'an sometimes 

9 111• n~~ll n•t 1 0111,Y th rn11{d1 1111! l':\ rl~· iH·11uisiti1111 of 1iro111'rl .'· iuterC'sls in 

10 thoH' sites .\lorl'n\'C'r a('q11isition of 11rnpert,,· intNC'sts lc>ss than a fee 

11 simplt' may nsrnrC' tlw future• arnilahility of buds for park Ill' r<'sC'n·oir 

12 pmpo:'C'S as WC'll as lll'l'lllil mor<• dfrC'tini pl1rn11i11~ l1y t11C' Common-

13 WC'fllth or hy nn~· nf itl' polilil11ll s11h11ivisions ThC' L<'gislatnrn further 

14 tit11ls tl1nt :ll'•Jlli:;itio11 of prnpl.'rt~· intvrC'sts IPss tl1an a frc simple in 

.15 la1111s n1lj11eC'HI lo c•xisti11g or phmnrcl future park or rcscrrnir sites may 

16 lie l1<'1'c>ssiu·y for llw pr1)ff'l•lio11 or cnham'cmC'nt of tho~c foC'ili.ties The 

17 nr'lnisition of pr1lpcl·ty inlcrC'5ts :rnthorizc>1l hy tl1is ad for park or 

·1s n·~rl·,·oir pm·110~1·s is 1l1C'rdorc tlcdnrC'd to he for tlic promotion of 
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I public health ~afct:.- morals awl gcnernl welfare of the ritizens of t11c 

2 Common\n•;1) th 

B Section 2 Detil1itio11s For the innposcs of this act the foHowing· 

detiuitions l'liall :ippl,y 

( 1) '' HeS(•n-oir'' That w11id1 is u,:e<l for purposes iiwl11<li11g hnt 

6 not limited to wafl>r ~rnpply llooll co11trol ('OIISC'l'\'Htion or rr(•rration 

7 (2) "('om-l'nation eH::>Pments" .\ n easement or other property in-

8 tcrest hy which the fee owners their heirs successors aml n~signll nr(} 

10 the pnrpu~cs for whil'l1 prop0rty i11tercsts have hccn acquire1I ail i1tntc<l 

11 in :O<'l·lion :J of this nl't 8u<'li ::111 l'ast'mcnt or property int<>rl'St may 

12 iw .. ·liule hut ::hr11i uni lw limitc•il to TC'sfrit'fions <lgaiiist l'l'crling 1l<'sfroy-

13 in~ or nlt<•i-ing l111iltli11g-~ or ntlwr strnctm...,s rt•m1wing trc<'s 11r' otlwr 

14 ]ll:rntiug- clinngi11g e:di-ting 11~<' alte1·ing 1mhliC' utility {aC'ilifi<'s tlnmping 

15 of wastes changing any fr.ahir<'s of the nntmal landscape or other ae-

16 tivitiC>s incousistrnt with pre:::rnt nsC' as a lmffcr or fuhu0 nsr n~ a 

17 

18 (3) "Governmental · unit" The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

19 aeting through the Ucpartment of Fon'sts and \Yatcis or any of the 

20 politi<"al su1nlivisions of the Commonwealth 
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(4) "Politieal s11lJ(lidsion" Any coltnty city borough town or town-

f-hip within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

(5) "Property interest" Any right in iiropert~· whatsoever inchul­

iug 11111 not limikcl to a fee simple life eslate future interest lease 

license casement (including a scenic or conscn·ation ensemcnt) restriction 

or co,·c11a11t of nny sort option or rontractnal interest or right concern­

ing the me of or 1wwcr to transfer property 

Section :3 Acquisition of Propert.v Interests The Commonwealth 

of Pcnmylvauia through the Department of Forests and 'Vaters or 

au.'· political t't1b1lh·it"ion of the Commonwen1th now or hereafter cm­

J10WC'rcd to acquire parks or i·c;:crvoirs may in the exercise of snch 

power and when they detcrn1ine that it wiJl he in the puhlic interest 

Require property interests hy 1mrch::tse gift eminent donrnin bequest 

devise or otherwise foi.· the foJlowing purposes (1) to reserve the land 

as a future park or 1·c~en·oir site (2) to protect an existing park or 

rcserrnir or future park or rcscn·oir site by controlling the use of 

1::tnds contiguous or near to tlrnt park or reservoir site in order to 

1n·otcd the scenic ac•sthctic or watershed qualities o{ the site and thereby 

c·uhanr<' its valt1l' to the public (3) to supply ingrC'S:5 and cgr<>ss to a 
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1 park or resen·oir facility either pre~ently or lwreaftcr t'xisting (-1); to 

2 e.'\pawl :rny park or rC'$C'.n·oir ~ite C'ithcr presently or hcrcafte1· c>xistii1g 

3 Section 4 :Eminent Domain Valuation of Property Interests Con-

4 1knmntion of propcrt~· interests slrnli he carried out in the same rnau-

6 net tl1at the ~o,·crnrm,11tal unit al'ting ns condcmnor is now or hnreaftcr 

6 rnay lw :rnthori7.e(l b,y Jaw to comlcmn property for park or rcser~bir 

8 Section 5 A"-5essment of Property JnterC'sts Any property intcr~t 

9 . hcl<l hy a gon'rnmentnl 11nit for park or resc>n·oir purposes shall'- he 

10 C'xempt from taxation Private owners of lands in which a govemme~tnl 

11 unit ::ilsl) ow11~ a property interest undC'r this net ~hnll l1nvc their land 

12 fl!'se&:rd on a hr.sis i·cflccting tlrn lane{ 11sc restrictions impo~<'d by the 

13 govnrmncntally held vropcrty intercst~--

14 Section 6 Dispo!'ition of Propert~· Tnkr<'sls H n gm·c>rmn<'ntnl nnit 

15 liohling a property interf'::t or interests ·for park or rcs<'rrnir imrposes 

16 detNmincs that it is 110 longer <lesirahlt' to hold the. property interest 

17 or interests for the~e purposes it may ~ell sneh interest 01· inter<>sts 

18 to any other governmental unit or 1mits or to any State Ff'J.leral Ol' 

19 8tatc-1''edt'ral agency In the ease of the Commonwealth surh transfer 

20 ~lrnll h~ nnthorized hy the Govemo1· upon the n~eommenrlation of the 
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Sc1.·H•llu,\· of l·\m·~ls a111l \\'otcrs In the case of any political :subdivision 

of I he• Co1111111111wt•alt Ii 1'1lt·h I nrnsfl'r ~hall Le made b:.· the tluly author-

itcd otticial or otlic.ials thereof .1\ll proceeds from the sale of property 

th<> OC'11rml 1"111111 in tl11• 1•i1w of tlw Commo11wt•alth or i11 the fnrnl com-

parnhlc> tlil•rdo i11 tlw 1·11~<' l)f nn~· 11tll('r go,·crnmPntnl nnit 

He<'tion 7 Hevcrnhilit,v hworniist<'nt Laws If any section provision 

01· t•lnnitn of thi~ lll'I i:lrnll he 1lP1•lnrr(l invali1I or innppliralilc to any 

J><'l':Wll:o\ or dn•nmi;tAJll't':l such :wtion shall not be construed to affect 

the rcM of the 11l't or l'ir1•11mslmH'c.~ not so affoctrd AH laws or portions 

of law~ i11co11~i~t<'nt with the polil')' a111l pro,·isious of this ~wt arc hereby 

n•p<'ak<I to tlrnt t>xtrnt 

HP<'t ion 8 Etf 1•d in! Dille This net sh nil take eff e<'t imme.diatcly 
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We rl'rtily that this hill has passt>d tho SC'natC' and the IIouae ol 

Hepresentativee. 

. ......................................... . 
Chief Clerk, Senate 

........................................ 
Preiddent pro tempore, Beute 

........................................ 
Speaker, House of Representative9 

Appmved. '1'h.e • • • . . . . . U.,- of. ......... c_. • • • • • • • • • • • .A. D. 1981 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. 


