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Printer's No.--698 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 610 8-doa ol. 

1 9 6 1 

INTHODUCED BY liIR. ::Mc)IENAMfN, :MAY 3, HlGl. 

REFEHHED TO COMlifl'l'TEE ON T.OCAL GOVERNMRN'.r, 
:MAY 3, lOGl. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of August 0 1055 (P J, 323) entitled "An act relating 

to counties of the third fonrth fifth sixth seventh and eighth 

dasscs amending revising conso1idnting and changing the laws 

relating thereto'' :further providing for change in classification 

of counties upon change in population 

The General .Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

- - - -- --- -
ExPLANAnon--CAPITAL LETTERS 1ndJce.te new matter Added to bill. UAtwr etl'iekea thl'eagh 
ls to be omitted from blll. 
Underscoring tnd!ce.tes new ma.tter added to exl.$tlng !Aw. (Bre.ckets] lndlcate matter 
.strtck.en from extstt.ng law. 
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1 Section 1 Section 211 act of August n 1055 (P Ti 323) known as 

2 "The County Code'' is amended to read 

8 Section 211 A~certainment Ccrtifieation and Effect oI Chango 0£ 

Class (a) Tho classification of counties shaU bo ascertained and fixed 

f\ccording to their population by reference from time to time to tho 

6 last two preceding decennial United States (census] censuses deducting 

7 therefrom the number of persons residing on any lands that have been 

8 ceded to tho United States 

9 {b) Whenever it shall appear by any such [census] two censuses 

10 that any county has attained a -population entitling it to an advance 

11 in classification or that a county has heretofor\} or hereafter decreased 

12 in population so as to recede in classification llS herein preooribed it 

18 shall be tho duty of the Governor under the great seal of this C-0mmon-

14 wealth to certify that fact accordingly to the board of county commis-

15 sioncrs on or before the first day of October of the year succeeding 

16 that in which the census was taken or as soon thereafter as may be 

17 
~hfoh certificate shall be forwarded by the commissioners to the re-- • 

18 
corder of deeds and be recorded in his office 

19 It is the intent of this section that the classification of any county 

20 
shall not be changed because its population has changed at the time of 

- ' ..: - ~ - .. -·~ ~ .; : - ~ ~ - . -
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1 one United Stntcs decennial census hrennso it is recognized tl1at a 

2 diangc in the form of local government is attcmlccl by certain ox~ 

I and hardsl1ip nnd such change shouhl not bo occasioned by a temp'->rnry 

" fluctuntion in population but rather only after it is rlemonstratc<l by 

G two censuses tliat the population of a county lrns remained below the 

8 minimum £gurc or abo'\"o the maximum figure of its class for at least 

'7 a decade 

8 (c) Changes of class nsccrtainc'1 :rnd ccrtiflccl as aforesaid sliall 

9 become effccth·o on tho first day of .January next following the ycnr in 

10 which tho clurngo was so certificcl hy tho Governor to t110 county com-

11 missioners but tho salaries of county oflicers sl1nll not the)'eby ho in-· 

11 creased or decreased during tho tcnn for which they s11111l have been 

13 elected In the municipal election foJJowjng such certification of change 

14 of class and preceding tJio cffecth·c date of such ch11ngo tho proper 

15 number of persons sball bo clectccl to fiH Any clectini office which will 

16 exist in the county by t11e clurnge of cla$Sification certified No election 

17 shall be held for any office which wiH be abolished as a result of such 

18 change of classification 
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We certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the Houee of 

Representatives. 

••• C'I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ohtef Olerk, Senate • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 

President pro tempore, Senate 

I I e I I I • I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I f I I I 

Speaker, Rouse of Repreeent&tive. 

Approved The •.•••.• • day of ..•..•••.•..•..•••.... A. D. 1961. 
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