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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 612
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INTRODUCED BY MESSRS. HAYS, WAGNER, ’SEYLER,
SILVERT AND YATRON, MAY 3, 1961,
NI TYS e Ty - —_— T IODIECT TN
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, MAY 3, 1961,
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AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10 1949 (P L 30) entitled “An act relating

to the public school system ineluding certain provisions applicable
as well to private and paroclial schools amending revising con-
solidating and changing the laws relating thereto” providing for
the ercation establishment and operation of community colleges
granting certain powers to the State Council of Fducation and the

Department of Pubile Tustruetion anthorizing school distriets and

EXPLANATION—CAPITAL LETTERS Indicate new matter added to bill. Matter strickenthroush
is to bs omitted from bill.

Underscoring indicates new matter added to existing law. (Brackets] Indicate matter
stricken from existing law,
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munteipalities to sponsor community cnllf-ge or to combine in com-
munity co!lcgn districts authorizing school distriets munieipalities
and conmmnity college districts to levy certain taxes aud provid-
ing for the reimbursement of school districts or municipalities
or comnunity college districts
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows
Sectton 1 'l‘l;c act approved Marcl 10 1949 (P I 30) known as the
“Public. School Code of 1949”7 is amended by adding a new article to
read

Article XXVI-A

Community Colleges

Section 2601-A Detinitions When used in this article the following

words and plirases shall have the meanings respectively aseribed to them

1) “Municipality” shall mean anv city horough town township or
, [ A ! : £

county

(2) “local sponsor” shall mean a school distriet or a municipality or

any combination of school districts and municipalities which participate

or purpose to participate in the establishment and operation of a com-

munitv callege whether or not a communiiv distriet is established
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(3) “Mcmber” of a local sponsor shall mean any school district or

municipality which alone is or with other districts and municipalities is

included in a loeal spousor

(4) “Community college” shall mean a publie college which is es-

tablished and operated in accordauce with the provisions of this article

by a local sponsor acting independently or with a cooperating college

and which provides a two-year post-sccondary college-parallel terminal-

technieal or adult education program or any combination of these

(5) “Cooperating college’ shall mean a private or publie junior col-

lege college or university wiheh is approved by the State Council of

Fidueation and which contracts with a loeal sponsor fo establish or operate

a community college on behalf of one or more local sponsors or one or

more community colleges or to supply physical facilities or administrative

or instructional services or any of them

(6) “Community college plan” shall mean a plan prepared in ac-

cordance with the plans policies and standards of the State Couneil of

Fducation for the establishment or operation of a community college

and may include a2 proposed contract between a lacal sponsor and a eo-
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operating college for the establishment or operation of a community

| college

(7) “Governing body™ of a school district or municipality shall

mean respectively its board of school directors or its council or board of

commissioners or supervisors and shall include the county board of

school directors

(8) “Board of trustees” shall mean the hoard of trustees of a com-

munity collega

(9) “Community college district” shall mean a separate district

which comprises all the arca of a local sponsor and which is established

ag a scparate corporate entity and ageney of the State in furtherance of

and in accordance with the provisions of this article

Section 2602-A Powers and Dutics of State Council of Education

(a) The State Council of Fducation shall have the power and its duty

shall be

(1) To promulgate such plans policies and standards as may be

necessary to provide for the establishment operation and maintenance

of community colleges including minimum requirements for physical

facilities and equipment curriculum teacher standards and professional

requirements qualifications for admission and advancement of students
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student enrollment student population of the area to be served by the

community college requirements for satisfactory completion of a two-

year program and the degreces or diplomas or certificates to be awarded

therefor means of financing and financial resources for the establishment

and support of the community college and all matters necessary to

effectuate the purposes of this artiele

(2) To approve or disapprove plans for the establishment or opera-

tion of a community college or community college district

(3) To approve or disapprove proposed contracts between a Jocal

sponsor or the community college and a cooperating college for the

TR
cstablishment or operation of a commmunity college or for the furnish-

ing of facilities or administrative or instructional services by such co-

operating college to a local sponsor or community college

(4) To approve or disapprove petiiions of school districts or muniei-

palities applying for participation in an established community college

or community college district

(b) In determining such plans policies and standards the State Coun-

cil of Education may cousider relevant all minimum requirements estab-

lished by statute or by regulation with respect to the State Colleges of
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tha Commonwealth and may cousider relevant such minimum requive-

ments cstablished by statute or by regulation with respeet to secondary

and special education programs in the school distriet or districts of the

area to be served by the community college

(c) In approving or dimp]uﬁving such plans the State Council of

Education shall consider the nceds of arcas adjncent to the arcas to he

served by the community college and of the State with respect to higher

cducation and long range plans therefor established by the State Council

of Education Only one community college with snch branches divisions

awl facilifies as may be necessary to meet the purposes of this article

and only one community college district may he established in any one

geographical arca but other school districts and municipalities may

petition the State Council of Education to hecome a part of a local

sponsor as hereafter in this article provided

(d) No plan for the establishment of a community college and no

contract for the establishment or operation of a community college shall

he approved unless the State Council of Edueation determines that the

local sponsor has a population of a sufficient number to assure a sus-

tained minimum enrollment has sufficient wealth to financially support
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sueh eollege and iz not atequaiely served hy establishied iustitutions of

higher leavning

(3) Wherever in this article the appreval of the State Council of

FEduecation is requirved in any matter the State Council of Edueation may

requite the Department of Public Tnstruction to make and report its

findings anid recommendations on such matter to the State Council of

Fduecation

Soction 2603-\ DProposals and Procedures for Fstablishing (a) A

woposed conumunity eollege plan shall be submitted either by the loeal
Proy \ e ] )

sponsor or by the voters thereof as hieveafter in this section provided and

in such form and containing sueh information as the State Council of

Fedueation may requirve The plan shall designate the name of the proposed

comuunity college which shall be the “Commuunity College of ........

... stating the name of the local sponsor or area of sucl eommunity

collegre The plan shall also state whether or not it is proposed to establish

a connnunity eollege distriet If there arc two or more members of the

local sponzoy and a community eollege distriet is not to he created the

plan shall include provision allocating financial vesponsibility for the

community college among the members of the laocal sponsor subjeet to

the plans policies and standards of the State Council of Fdueation
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(b) The community college plan if submitted by the local sponsor

shall first Le approved by the governing body of each member of the

local sponsor and shall be submitted by them jointly

(¢) The community college plan if submitted by qualified voters

shall speeify each school district or municipality on whose behalf as local

sponsor the plan is submitted The plan shall be accompanied by a petition

signed by one per cent (1%) or five hundred (500) whichever is more of

the qualified voters in cach school district or municipality named as a

ntember of the loeal sponsor Upon approval of the proposed plan by the

State Conneil of Education the question “Shall a community college he

established for /stating the school distriets and municipalities

named as local sponsors/ and a tax levied for such purpose” or the ques-

tion “Shall a community eollege district he ereated a comnunity college

Le established for /stating the school districts and municipalities

named as local sponsor/ and a tax levied for such purpose” shall he sub-

mitted to the qualified voters of cach scheol district or municipality of

the local sponsor Such question may be submitted to the clectorate at

any general or municipal election in the form and manner provided by

the. general election laws of the Commonwealth for the submission of
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similar questions The plan shall be approved ouly if the majority of all

qualified voters voting on such question in all school districts and munici-

palities vote “yes” on such question and otherwise the plan shall be con-

sidered rejected

(d) Upon the ap])rb\'al of the plan by the State Council of Educa-

tion and by the qualified voters when neeessary the governing bodies of

the local sponsor shall appoint or the qualified voters of the school dis-

tricts and municipalitics of the local sponsor shall elect a board of trustees

of the community college as hereinafter providel and upon such appoint-

ment or election the commumity college or the community college district

shall be considered established

(e) A separate community college district shall be established only
1 A g A

if provision therefor was made in the community college plan originally

approved by the State Council of Education or if at any time after ap-

proval of such plan the governing bodies of the loeal sponsor present a

petition to the State Council of Education requesting the authority to

establish a community college distriet for such college Upon approval of

such petition the eommunity college distriet shall be considered estab-

lished

——
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Scetion 2604-A Blection or Appointment Term and Orvganization of

Board of Trustees (a) The board of trustees of a community college

which is not in o conmunity college distriet shall be appointed by the

vote of a wmajority of the members of the goveruing body or governing

bodies of the lo-ai sponsor

(b The boand of trustees of a community college which is in a

———

comnunity college distriet shall he elected by the vote of all the qualified

voters in the community college distriet Pending such cleetion an in-

itial board of trustces may be appointed by a majority of the membeys

of the governing bodies of the lacal sponsor in which case the terms of

oftice of sueh initial board of trustees shall expire when the eleeted mem-

hers of the board of trustees shall qualify and take oflice

(¢) The hoard of trustees shall consist of seven {7) persons appointed

or eleeted for terms of six years each except that thoese persons initially

clected shall draw lots to determine which two (2) trustees shall serve

for a term of two year which three (3) trustees shall serve for a texm of

four yvears and which two (2) trustees shall serve for a term of six yvears

Thercafter all persons shall be elected for terms of six years each A

trustee mav succeed himself
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(d) The board of trustees shall organize itself at such times cach

year as it determines and shall clionse from among its members a chair-

nran Al viee-ehairman and seeretary who shall hold such oflices for one

year Four (43 members of the hoard shall be a quorum Vacancies on the

boanl shall be filled by the board by -appointments made for the un-

expired terms Trustees shall serve without compensation except that

they shall be reimborsed for their neeessary expenses ineurred in the

performance of their duties

Section 2605-A Powers and Duties of Beard of Trustees (a) The

affaivs of any community college established wuder this article shall be

administerel and supervised by a board of trustces Subjeet to any

law and to any plan policy or standard promulgated by the State Council

of Fdueation and to any rule or regulation of the Depariment of Public

Tustruetion provided for commumity colleges the board shall for the

purpose of establishing operating and maintaining a community college

have the power and its duty shall be

(1) To appoint and fix the salary of a president and treasuver of the

college and suck other ofticers teachers and persons as may he necessary

(2) To hald rent lease sell purchase and improve land bnildings fur-

nishings equipment materials books and supplies
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(33 To cnter into contracts with cooperating eolleges or with school

distvicts or municipalitics

(1} To accept amd reecive gifts or real and personal property and

federal State and local monies and grants and to expend same

(5) To make rules providing for the admission and expulsion of

students the courses of instruction the tuition and fees to be eharged

and for all matters related te the government and administration of the

college

(6) Wherever a board of trustees of a community college in a

community college district is elected by the voters of such distriet to

levy taxes for such purposes and subject to the limitations provided for

in section 2614-A of this article

(7) To exercise such other powers and perform such other duties as

are necessary to carry into effect the purposes of this article

(b) Contracts shall be entered into and other acts shall be done by

the board of trustees of a community college in the name of the com-

munity college and shall be binding upon the local sponsar or upon the

community college district if there is such district AN property pur-

chased hy or granted to the board of trustees of a conmmunity eollege
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shall be held in the name of the college on behalf of the local sponsor

of tlic college or on behalf of the community eollege district if there is

sucl distriet

Seetion 2606-A Officers of the Community College The board of

trastees of cach community college established under the provisions of

this article shall appoint for terms of four years cach a president and

treasurver of the community college who shall be paid such salavies as

the hoard may determino

Lhie president shall be the chief executive and administrative oflicer

of the college and shall perform all duties which the board of trus-

tees may prescribe IHe shall have the right to attend all meetings of the

board and to be heard on all matters before it but shall have no right to

vote on any matter

The treasurer of the college shall give a bond approved by the

board of trustees whicl shall be filed with the board The account of the

treasurer shall be audited annually by a certified public accountant

selected by the board of trustees

—t

Section 2607-A Students Any resident of the Commonwealth may

apply for admission to any community college establizshed under this

article The State Council of Fducation may provide for the admission to
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connunnity ecolleges of persons who are not residents of the Common- -

wealth but no college shall adinit such persons unless the admission is

in accordance with the policies of the State Council of Education The

State Council of Edueation may prescribe standards for determining the

place of vesidenee of students and applicants for admission to community

collegres

Seetion 2608-A Tuition (a) The normal tuition chiarged by cach com-

munity college shall he an amount determined by apportioning among

the students envolled in such college the total of one-thivd (1/3) of its

anual operating expenses and one-third (1/3) of its annual capital ex-

penses as lereafter in this article defined

(b) A student who is not a resident of the loeal sponsor or of the

community college district of the community college in which ke is en-

rolled and who cenrolled himself in snch college with the approval of

the board of school divectors of the school district in which he resides or

with the approval of the boeard of trustees of the community college

established in the area in which he resides if there be one shall pay the

normal tuition charge of the college he attends but the board of school

divectors of his school distriet or the boanl of trustces of the college
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established in hiz arvea of residence shall pay on behalf of sueh students

" to the college in which e 1s envolled an amount cqual to twice such col-

lege’s novimal tuition charge

() A student who is not a resident of the local sponsor or of the

comuumity vollege distriet of the community college in which he is

envolled aud who has enrolled himself in such college without the ap-

proval of the hoard of school divectors of the school distriet in which

lie resides or without the approval of the board of trustees of the com-

munity eollege established in the area in which he resides if there is

one shall pav a tuition charge which shall be equal to three times the

normal tiition charge of the community eollege in which he is enrolled

(1 A student who is not a vezsident of the Commonwealth and whe is

curolled in a cammunity eollege in aceordance with the policies of the

State Connei”of Education shall pay a tuition eharge equal to three times

the normal tuition charge or an amount whieh shall be suflicient to re-

munerate the ocal sponsor or community college distriet for all costs

arising from the attendance of such student at such college

Scetion 2609-A Basie Reimbursement Fraction for Community Col-

leges and Community College Districts (a) A local sponsor or com-

ity callege distriet which is a single school distriet or is a single

fed
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municipality which is coterminous with a school district shall have a

reimbursement fraction which shall Le the same as the basic account

standards reimbursement fraction determined by law fow such school dis-

trict

Sy

(MY A local sponsor or community college district which consists

of more than one school distriet or of more thau one municipality or a

combination of them or which includes a municipality which is not co-

terminous with a school district shall hiave a composite reimbursement

fraction determined annually in the same mauner as i3 provided by law

for school distrivts exeept that (i) the market value por district teach-

ing unit shall mean the value determined annually by taking the market

value of all taxable veal property in the school districts or municipali-

ties comprising a local sponsor and dividing by the nunber of distviet

teaching units composed of clementary and sccondary pupils in the school

distviets or municipalities comprising the local sponsor and except that

(it} in the case of a mmnicipality whiel is not coterminous with a school

district to determine the market value per teaching unit the market

value and the nmnher of distviet teaching units which shall be allocated
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to or apportioned to the municipality shall be determined by the Depart-

ment of Public Instruction

(¢) In no case shall a local sponsor of a community college of a

community college district have a reimbursement fraction lower in value

than the minimum reimbursement fraction provided by law for any

school district

Section 2610-A Capital Account Reimbursement ¥raction The De-

vartmment of Public Justruction shall compute annually in the month of
] 1 y

December the composite capital account reimbursement fraction of each

local sponsor or community college district The computations shall be:

made in the same manner as is provided by law for school districts ex-

cept that the market value per district teaching wnits shall be determined

as is provided in section 2609-A of this article

Scetion 2611-A Operating Expenses Capital Expenses (a) For the

purposes of this article the following classification of expenses shall be

usexl

(1) Capital expenses shall mean only such expenses as are incurred

with the approval of the Department of Public Instruction during a

fiseal yvear for the purchase or lease of lands buildings facilities or eapital

612—SW-—2
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cquipment used for instra-tional or administrative purposes by the com-

munity college or pavments made on acconnt of indebtedness contracted

for such pnrposes

{2} Operating expenses shall mean all other expenses not ineluded in
£ eX] 1

(1y above which are inenrred during a fiseal year in the establishment

aperation and maintenanee of the community college

(3) A expenses incurred in the establisliment construetion opera-

tion or maintenance of dormitories enfeterias or reeveational facilities or

the cquipment or furnishings for such puvposes shall not he included in

(1) or (2) ahove

(b)Y The State Council of Edueation shall establish policies and

standards for determining veimbursable costs of operation aud construe-

tion of buildings and facilities of commmity colleges and the Depart-

nient of Publie Instruetion shall approve such costs for the purpose of

reimbursement by the Commonwealth and for charges to be made to

other school distriets in accordance with such policies and standards

Section 2612-A Reimbursement and Tuition Payments (a) Operating

Expenses The Commonwealth shall pay annually on acconunt of operating

expenses to each community college on behalf of its local sponsor or on
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hehalf of the community college district if there is one an amount de-

termined by multiplying the local sponsor's or community college dis-

trit’s basie account stndard- reimbursement. fraction by the operating

expenses of the college incurrved for the preceding vear reduced by so

much of the tuition payments charged during the preceding year as are

allocable under section 2608-A of this article to the operating expenses

of the college

(by Capital Expenses The Conunonwealth shall pay annually on

aceount of capital expenses to cach community college on behalf of its

loeal sponsor or on behalf of the eonumunity college district if theve is

one an aount determined by multiplying the loeal sponsor’s or the com-

nnity college distriet’s capital account reimbursement raction by the

approved capital expenses incurred for the preceding year veduced by

so muelt of the tuition payments charged for the preceding year as ave

allocable under section 2608-\ of this article to the capital expenses

of the college

(+) A schoo!l distriet or local sponsor or eommmmnity college district

which makes a pavment on behalf of a student who resides in the school

district or local spounsor or community college district to a community

college in which such sehool distviet or local sponsor or eommunity eol-
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lege distriet s not a participant on account of the approval enrolliment
B ) 1

of such student in such college shall be reimbursed by the Common-

wealth annually an aimonnt detevmined by multiplying the actual amount

of such payments made during the year by the school distriet’s or the

local sponsor’s or the community college district’s basic account stand-

ards reimbursement fraction

Section 2613-\ Paynients for Students Envolled in Private Junior

Colleges For each student who is not a vesilent of a local sponsor or of

a community college distriet. who is enrolled with the approval of the

hoard of schaol divectors of the school district of his residence in a private

annior college or the junior eollege division of a college or university

the schanl distriet may payv to such private junior college or junior col-

lege division on bhehalf of sueh student one-third (1/3) of so much of

the tuition charged such student as is approved by the Department of

Public Tnstruetion Tn determining the amount of tuition charge whieh

shall be approved the Department of Publie Instruction shall be guided

by the tuition paid by students at community colleges A school distriet

making the payments to private junior colleges or junior college divisions

vrovided for hevein shall be reimbursed by the Commonwealth annually
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“an amount determined by multiplying tha actual amounts paid by the

district duriug the yvear by the district’s basie account standard reim-

buvsentent fraction

Section 2614-A Taxation The governing body of cach schoal dis-

trict or municipality comprising a local sponsor or the hoard of trustees

of a community college in a community college distriet may levy annually

a tax on all of the real property assessed and certified for taxation in such

school distriet municipality or community college district for the purpose

4

of establishing operating and maintaining a community college but

such tax shall not execed an amount equal to the product abtained by

multiplying fwo mills by the latest total market valuation of all real

property in such sehoal distriet municipality or community college dis-

triet The tax levy herein anthorized to he levied by the above governing

body or board shall be in excess of and beyond the millage fixed or

limited by law

Seetion 2613-A Withdvawal of Sponsorship Dissolution of Com-

munity College No school district or munieipality which is a local spon-

sor or a part of loeal sponsor may withdvaw its sponsorship from a com-
) 1 p

munity college or withdraw from a community college district nor may
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any community college or conununity college distriet be disestablished

withaut the approval of the State Council of Education

Section 2618-\ Participation in or Admission to Established Com-

mmnity College or Community College Distriet The governing body of

any school district or of any municipality or the qualificd voters of any

schiool distriet or municipality desiring to have such school distriet or

municipality participate in an established commuuity college or admitted

to an estublished conununity college district shall present a petition to the

Stute Councit of Edueation in such form as the conneil may preseribe

vequestig the authority to participate in or to he admitted to the com-

mnnity collepe or the community college distriet

Upon the approval of the State Couneil of Edueation or a petition

submitted Ly a poverning hody sueh petitioning school district or

municipality shall he eonsidered a loeal sponsor of the community col-

lege or community college district and be admitted thereto

I the petition is sulunitted by the qualified voters no action shall

he taken upon such petition unless it is accompanied by the signatures

of one per cent (1%) or five hundved (500) whichever is more of the

qualificd voters of such petitioning school district or municipality on

whose behalf the petition is presented Upon the approval of the proposed
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plan by the State Council of Fducation the question shall be submitted

to the qualiticd voters of cach school distriet or municipality on whose

behialf the petition is presented and shall be voted thereon and approved

or disapproved in the manner sct forth in section 2603-A of this article

Section 2 This uet shall take etfect immediately

We vortify that this bill has paseed the Senate and the House of

Representatives.

T4 e 84t et sttt Iv eI AINNLERNSIDBAOENLID

Chief Olerk, Benate

President pro tempore, Senate

Speaker, House of l(epresentatuen
Approved The _ .. A. D. 1981,

QGovernor




