
-.• 

,:_--

.· l 

TRB QBNBRAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
"' ,• \ -. 

SENATE .BILL 
·No. 670 Sesalon of 

1 9 6 1 

IN'l'HODUCED JlY MI~SSHS. LANE, 'VEINER, DEVI.IN AND 
SAUHAF, MAY 23, HlGl. 

JU;VEHRED TO CO~DIITI'EE ON JUDICIARY GENERAL, 
MAY 23, Hl61. 

__ , 

-==as:-

AN ACT 
EstabliFhi11g a family court 1liYision in the Court of Common Pleas of 

.Allegheny Count)· impo::ing cm·tain juri:::diction over actions arnl 

other matters involving the fomily provi1ling for a chief judge anil 

hoard of judges clerk din'dor an1l profossional ano other employes 

t rausfcrring certain dnti11 i' of the ,J uvcnilc Court of A llrghcmy 

County and the domestic l'C'lations court branch of the county 

Murt to the family court 1li\·i~ion providing for sub<li,·isious in the 

fornily court division es1ahfo:h1ng procedures for reconciliation 

EXP! . .ANAUON--OAPITAL LETTERS Indicate ne>\· matter added to b1ll. Matter ~-threugh 
ts to be o:nttted from bill. 
Unde:rsc.ortng ind1cat(!.; new matter addc-d to ulstlog te.w. [Brackets} tnd!C'ate matter 
Etrtcken from existing law. 
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and providhig for the investigation and report of relevant factual 

information 

Tl1P G<'n<'rnl Ae.~t'mh1:; of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

heil'b;.· e11nl't s ae. follow~ 

l Section 1 Short 'l'itle Thi~ act slrnH hr known and ma;.· be cited as 

2 
the "F:unil~· C'onrt of A 1lcghC'ny Count~· Acf' 

3 
Rectiim 2 (>nrpMe Comtrul'tion The purpo::es of this act are to 

e1iminnlt> the prNrnt fragmentation of jurisdiction over matters involv-

ing thr f:unil.v nn<l to provide a proper fomm with trained juctiein1 and 

6 
other prof('~~ional 1wrsonnC'l thC'rcby conf'lntin.C{ tllC' lmowl('{lge nncl tech-

7 
uiques nrnilnhh, for solution of imml'dintc fomil.Y proLll'ms this :wt ~Lall 

8 

9 
~l'l'fion :1 r'nmil.v <1omt F.st.lh1i~hPcl u~ Divi~ion of Court of Common 

10 
Pll'ns in .\ ll<'glH'11~· ('onnty Tlwre i:o: hNchy C'::itnltli:;:hrtl a::-; a di\'ision of 

11 
tlie (\nnt of <10111111011 Pkn~ of A JIC'ghC'ny C'onnt_y a :;:ep:wa tc a111l 1fotinct 

12 
l'Olll'I to"" known a~ tl1r F:uniJy Court of Al1l'p:la·nv County As n 11ivi~ion . . . 

18 of tl1P C'ommon p1C'n~ l'011rt the f:nnil.'· ,•om·t :;:hall lie a court of rerortl aml 

14 shall lrn\"c nil thr powers wltid1 may he excn•ised by the common pleas 

16 1·~nrt inehuling the powers of a court of equity 
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1 Section 4 Judges At least thn·c ju<lges dcctcJ or app-0int-c<l to the 

I oftlce of judge of common pleas shall be assigned Ly the President Judge 

I of common pleas to the family court arnl the judges so assignc1l together 
~ 

• with the incumbent judge of the Juvenile Court of All<.>ghcny County 

· 1 at the time this act takes effect :;Jrnll comprise tl1c Roa rd of J uclgcs 
,, 

• of the Fnmil.r Court The judges assignC'cl by the Prce.idcnt .Judge may 

'I be as:;ign('d on a permanent basis The Prcsi1lent ,Jud~c !.!hall designate 

8 one of the assignecl judges as cl1icf judge 

t 8crtion 5 Chief Juclgc The chief juclgc shall he t11c <'hicf adminis-

10 h'ath-c and executive oflker for the family court and i<hnH 

11 (1) R<'port to an1J rooperntc with the Pr£>sirl<'nt .Tndgc of <'ornmon 

11 pleas 

13 (2) PrC':::idc at llH'(•ting-~ of thr Bnanl of .f mlg<'s of tho FomHy 

14 Con rt 

15 (:3) .Appoint the 1·)Nk of thr farnil_v Mmt n111l sul1jr.d to tlic Ap-

16 proYal of the board of jndges appoint the <lir<'rtor of thr :11lmini~tratin~ 

17 and profcssiomil staff 

18 (4) Supcn+~c the work of the <lireet1w and emplo,rcs und<.'r his 

19 supervision 

20 (5) Have all the powers .and duties nerrs~ar.r to make the pro-
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1 . . . visions of this act effecth·e except. in so far as it is otherwi$e provide\{ 

2 ~ection 6 Board of Judges The board of judges shall have the 

3 power and duty to 

4 
(1) Approve the director a1rpointe<l by th~ chief juugo 

(2) Make and promulgate all rules regulations and forms required 

6 to c:ury out tho pl'ovisions of this art including (i) court ruks of prQ-

7 
cedure and practice (ii) rules of procedure £or hearings before masters 

8 
and rc>ferec>s and appcals from theit· findings aucl recommendations and 

9 
(iii) rule~ as to admissibility of evidence regarding tlie reports and other 

10 
findings of the administrative staff of tho c.ourt 

11 
(3) Adopt a seal for the me of tl1e court which seal shall be affuted 

12 to all writs proeesses transcripts and other official documents issued by 

lS '· or under the direction of the court 

14 
(4) Establish the policies for the conduct of the family court. 

15 
(5) Prepare and submit its annual budget to the President Judge 

16 
of common pleas 

17 (6) Prepare and publish an annual report of the work of the family 

18. court which re}lort shall include relevant gfatistical and other data per-

19 faining to the wol'k and scrvic<>s of the court rcseiirch studies conducted 

2() ·. by the staff and any recommendations for legislation 
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1 Section 'l Clerk of the Court Court Personnel The chief judge 

2 of the family court shall appoint a dNk who ~hall perform such duties 

S as the chief judge shall direct The cluk shall appoint s\tch court person-

4 nel including tipstaves as arc neccs:::iar.v for t110 effident operation of the 
., . 

~ court The personnel appointed under this section shall be under the 

6 supen'ision of the clerk and dnef judge 

7 Section 8 Director of the Aciministrafivc and Professional StidJ (a) 

8 'l'he director of the administrative and professional staff of the family 

9 court shall be a professionally qualified probation o~cer with .a. graduate 

10 degree in social work or behavioml sciences and shall have bad such 

11 work experience as required by the bo:wl of judges Tho director shall be . . . 

12 appointed by the chief judge with the approval of the boar~ of judges 

lS (b) The director shaJI have the 11owcr and duty to 

14 (1) Supervise the work of the administrative and professional staff 

lCS b11t not that of tl10 clerk ancl court personnel provided for in section 'l of 

16 this act 

17 (2) Conduct such investigations studies reports and services as re-

18 
quested by the family comt or any judge thereof 

19 
(3) Appoint or employ such assistant clircctors marriage and family 

20 , c-0unselors probation officers ('aso workers investigators psych.iatrists 
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1 ps,vehologists statisticians elerks steuographe>rs nnd other pNsoimel as arc 

2 - require<l to efficiently earry out the work of the admiiiistraive and pro-

3 fe~ional staff 

4 (4-) Pr<'.pare a1Hl nrnke available to the court tho PrC'sidcnt- Judge 

5 of common pleas prirntc or public ageucics and the general lmblic 

6 statistieal reports data and analyses of the senices of tlw staff arnl court 

7 (6) Contract with private or public agencies for services essential 

8 fo the operation of the family court provided tlrnt such contract~ shall 

9 he :lpprov~rl by the boarrl of judges -

10 (6) Ifofcr sn<'h <'ases as dircctC'd by the comt or in his own rliscre-

11 lion to p1ivate or publie aµenc>ies as an• best ahle t·.J offer the sC'.rYir('s 

12 required 

13 (7) Cooperate with colleges uniYersities and cmrununity organi.rn-

14 tions unrlNtaking programs relating to the work of the court 

15 Section 9 Professional and Administrative Staff (n) All staff per.son-

16 nel appointed by the director shall be selected appointed and p1·omoteil 

17 under a personnel syslc>m based on merit and qu~lification as deter-

18 mined by the board of judges 

19 (h) Each memlmr of the staff sliall have such education and expe-

20 rien('~ qualifications as set forth by the lioanl for t110 position to which 

. , 
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1 he or she is to be appointed 

I (c) 'fhQ salary paid cad1 lllC'mbcr o( the staff shall be at least oom-

1 mcnsurntc with thnt pnht li_v Commonwealth ag<'neies for persons 0£ 

t similar 'lualificatious 

I (d) Psychiatrist$ p~ychologi::1ts an<l other profe~'3ional personnel 

I may be C'mployed on a part-time or consulting basis 

' (c) In-service training and internships may be provided as approved 

I by the board of jn<lges and college or university students engaged iu 

I programs rdatiug to the work 0£ the court may Le employc,J on a part-

10 time basis 

11 Section 10 :Masters Hefercc•s Masters or rnforces ll•a1·nc(l in the law 

11 may he appointed by the chief judge to lw.ar testimony nnd make tindiugs 

13 of fact and r<'eonm1C'1Hf a tions in any matters wit hiu the jurisdiction of the 

14 court Appeals from the findings and recommc•ndrttions of the master~ or 

15 refrn·c>~ ~l1nll he allowNl as pro,·i1led hy law ~foslc>1·~ and rc>forN·~ shall 

16 liC' rompensatcd at a rate determined by the board of judgl'3 

17 8e<'tion 11 .TnriHlictions The family <'Olll'f slrnll ltaw c>xcln~h·c juri~-

18 dietion in i\llcghC'ny County in the following cases actions or proceed-

19 ings 
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I 
i 

(1) Divorce from the bonds of matrimony and from bed and board 

;I f\tld ii11nulm~1it of marriage induding ·the disposition of the follo,ving 

•.. issitcs and 'mafters 

' ' 
• (i) the dC'termination anrl dispMition of propc·rty rights and inter-

6 po~tnuptial ~grecment. nnll indudir~g ·the partitiott of prcipcrff lwl<l as 

8 ·.•and the. o'rder of an_v alimony maintenance counsel fees costs or othn 

g . allo~ailcc' authorized by Jaw. 

10 (ii) tlie future c:nc l.'Hstody and visitation rights as to rhllclrC'1\ Qf 

11 :;iuch' marrfago or purported n~arri:igc 

1 \j (iii) 8UpJ)Ort maintCll3llCI~ or. !18SiSt:'lnCC for the bcn~fit of 19.
1t1y child 

f3 · of ~uch marriage or puri10rtC'd ni.arriagc 

l 4 (iv) th<' approva] of any proper ~ctt lemcnt invol\'ing uny of the 

15 111attC'r:o; ~Pt forth in :;11hclamr·:-; (i) (ii} al11l (iii) as ~1uLmitteil hy the padlcs 

16 (v) a·ny other matters pcrtai1iing to su<'h marriage and 11h·orcc or. ~n-

17 1~11lnwnt authorized by law and w1;irh fairly and expeditiously may bo 

] 9 (2) Pertaining to rnaintc11a11ce or failure to maintain or to descrtiou 

~~) anJ nonsupport of a wife child including a child born out of wedlock or 
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1 parent 

2 (3) Concerning any ruiuor under eighteen years of age which were 

3 prc,·ious to this act within the jurirdiction of the Juvenile Court of 

· ' A llc>gll('n,v Count.v 

5 (4) Whl'rO adults aro chttrged with contributing t.o or cncouraliting 
: - ·,·-~ . 

6 or tending to came by any act of omission or commission the delinquency 

-.-. 7 neglect or dependency of any child when such act of omission or oommi&-

8 sion is a ,·ioJation of auy State law or ordin.ance of any political sub-

9 division of the . Commonwealth 

10 (5) C.onceruinp; a@gault and hattery by one spouse upon another 

11 s110mc or by parent upon child or by child upon parent 

12 (fi) ConrC'rniug bastar1ly or patNnity 

18 (7) C'.-0nrerning dunges of ::urcty of the peace between spouses or 

16 8et'lion 12 Dedarfitor.v Judgments The famil.v court ma.v grant 

16 an.I iF-.~11e clcdnratory judgmc>nts as t-0 the validity of any marriage di-

17 
vorce or matrimonial can::e5 decree and in suC'h other cases as provided 

18 
by law 

670--S\V-2 



l Section 13 Conciliation :Eithl'r spouse ma_y file with the d)\ii:f an ap-

. . 

. 1°· 1 plic~tloif:i£of coiicitiatfo1i~ wl1irli \~p1~H~'a\'ioi; ··~hitH ·he fonrn1:1tc<l to the 

' . 
~ reconciliation arc practicable and iu the interests of ~he fami(~.'·f1~c family 

( • 1'1 ••": .. • : • ·' · • • ~ • • • ·: ·: · · r ;- · , ·.1 • ·, · • ' , · . : . 7 • • • , • • . . • ·· • 

.;· . icncla"1ice' and. partic1patio1i in coi1£crcnc"C.•s' 1iresided over by a incmher 'of 

!~;;:;·th'e.statf U~on order of :tho c~ur·t-an~· a~tio11 "foi· support or for. tho ter-

• tion citation during which such confc~en~~~ s·l~all b~ held this period nli\y 

11 

12 dliatio11 tll'JJ:H"tme11t ~half prepa1:c a co11l'iliaHou ::-tipulatio11 for the 1lL~•-

14 been effcctc1I .surh fact sl1all be 1•ertitic•1I liy the 11ircdor to th1· 1•omt :i111I 

,·, 

. ·f.'. : . •. 

17 pPndc111~y of tlw eonciliat ion )HIH'Ct•diug :t111l may ~nle r t Ill' at t1~111l:11wc 

18 of witncs::e~ at the 1•011fornnl'l',; All "latPmc>nt,; 111a1le by 11artic~~ during the 

19 ·~our~e of conciliation ~hall lie NJ11fi1le11ti:ll t•o111mu11ic·ations a111l ~11:111 1101 
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l with condliation cffort::s shall not Le regardC'd as condonation of any 

2 matrimonial offense During the conriliation period referrals may be 

8 made to out8ide 1mblic or private agl'ncics for counseling or other services 
.. ,_ 

' 
but in all cases suhmis:5ion to cou11seling shall be Yoluntary and not 

I compulsory 

Section 14 Procedure The procedures before the family c-0urt shilll 

., Lo as proviclccl by Jaw rule of the Supremo Court or by rule of the family 

l'OUrt .. , 

• Section 16 Miscollnncous Powers of the Family Court In adidtion 

10 
to tho powers conferred by Jaw upon the c-Ourt of common plea~ and the 

: ' 

11 
po\\"<11·~ <'Ot1forr(1 1I rhowhcr<' in the r.et the family court shall have the 

.~ 
pow<'r to 

13 
{I) Appoint n r.cunrditm nil Jitem to represent and protect the in-

14 
ll'r<'llls o( 1111,'t' minor 1•hil1l wlio:;n parPnts Arc advcr:;e parties in an action 

brforu tho court 
15 

.16 
(2) Hl•q11in• tl1nl pay111<'lll!'i of ~11pport or other nllownnre::; ordered 

17 
Ly th1• l'otirl !'ball lil• 111111Jp 1liredly to the court 01· •llhcr pnhli~ agr·ncy 

.IH· 

19 
(:n Co1111111•11ef• 11pn11 ils own rnolio11 contempt pto<:'cedi11g~ in <«1~C'$ 

of :urrnra~1'.s i11 support or othl'r allowance~ orderc:>d by the> court 
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1 ( 4) J:Wquest detail reports and rccommendatio-ns by the dircctOr 

2 on any relevant aspect of a case before the court 

3 (5) Require answers umlel' oath to interrogatories relating to any 

• matter before the comt and in support cases such interrogatorit-s may 
.. " -., 

6 be directed to the financial circumstances of the interrogated party 

6 (6) On its own moti<Jn require any part~· to an aetion before it 

7 to appear in court and testify notwithstanding that the party is not 

8 within the. territorial jmisdiction of thC' court 

9 (7) Dismiss any action and after such di~mis.."81 rcfea· tho partie~ 

10 to any appropriate agt'ncy private or public 

11 Section 16 Faciliti<'s and Records (a) 8cparnte fadlitiC's :mcl a ecn-

12 tral rnpository for all reports and rcconl~ ~hall he provi•lctl The 1lol•kets 

13 and 1·ccor1ls of proceedings of tl1C' <'Ourt :::hall h<' kept :.-:cpamte from the 

14 dockets and records of the court of common pleas 

15 (h) Records may be withheld from indiscriminate puhlie inspeetion 

16 by or<ler of court provided that in any pending proceeding all reports 

17 
records or other information shall be made arnilable to all interested 

18 
parties and their counsel 

19 
Section 17 Appeals A ppca ls from ti ual orders decisions 01· judge-

20 
ments of the family court shall be directly to the Superior Court 
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1 Section 18 Pending Utigation AH matters within tho jurie.diclion 

2 of the f amity court pending in any co mt of Allegheny County when 

a this act takes effect slrnll continue until concluded in tho court with 

_, 4 present jurisdiction After the effective date of this act all litigation 

!5 within the jurisdiction of the family court shall be filed exclusively with 

6 the family court 

7 Section HI Ccl'tain :Employ<:'s Rccor<ls Transferred The cmployes 

8 1·e<'ords appropriations and All other matters of tl1e Juvenile Court of 

g All<'gl1en:i· Count.Y nnd tl1c Donl('stic Relations Section of the County 

10 Court of Allegheny Connty nrc hC'rehy trnnsforrcd to the Family Court 

ll of Allegheny County · 

12 Scdion 20 Juvenile Court Judge Reveal of Juvenile Court Law 

13' ol All~ghcny Comlty At the end of the term of the incumbent juvenile 

t• (•0111·t jwJgc or if tl1c j111lg('~liip ~houhl he varated at any time at the time 

16 s11d1 VR<'nnc~· O<.'<!lll'i; tl1e juclgeship of the Juvenile O-Ourt of Allegheny 

16 County s~nll <'<'Mo to t'xist and the act of June 3 1933 (P T~ 1449) known 
o I 

17 as the ".Juv"niJc Court I.aw of Allegheny Couuty" is hereby repealed 

18 s11d1 repC'a) to lie cfT<'ctivo at the end of the terrn of the present incum-

670-SW-8 
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l bent judge or upon vacancy occurring in such offico whicl1cver occurs 

. '. 
I first 

' . 

8 Section 21 Repeals A II other acts and parts of acts arc repealed in 

' so far they ~tre inconsistent hl'rcwith 

~ Section 22 Effective Date This ad ~hall take effect immf!iliately 

We certify that this bill bu paeeed the Senate Md the Ho• of 

Repreeentativee. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Ill •••••••••••• 

Ohitf Olerk, &iaate 

' • ' e e e ' t e I ' • • ' I ' t t t ' t • • • I e t I I t I f f t I .. f • t t 

President pro tempol"e, Senate 

................ ' ....................... . 
Speaker, Hollie of Repreeentatiftl 

Approved The . . . . . . . . day of . . . . . • . . . . . • • • • • • . . . • • A. D. 1081 . 
. ' 

......... ' ............................. . 
~ 


