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* 

AN ACT 
..Amending the act of March 10 1049 (P L 30) entitled "An act relating 

to the public sd1ool system inducling certain provisions ap .. 

plicable as well to pri\·ate arnl par~bial schools anumJing re .. 

vising consolidating and changing tlie Jaws relating thereto,, 

, ·. 

clarifying and ci1anging provisions 1'0]ating to the keeping open 

of schools 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

]wreb_y enacts as follows 

EXPLANATION-CAPITAL LETIERS indicate new matter added to bill. Ma.t~r stflekee tbreuell 
Is to be omitted from bill. 
Underscoring lndlcates new matter added to ex!.sttng law. (Brackets] lnd!ca.te matter 
stricken from existing law. 
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1 Section 1 Section 50!3 act of )farch 10 Hllfl (P J, 30) known as 

2 tho "Public Schooi Cod~ of HH!l" amernlccl September 21 1%1:1 (P L 

3 !\25) is amcndeJ to read 

4 f:cction 503 1\indergartc.ns The board of school directors in an,\· 

5 s<'hool district may cstalJlish an<l maintain kirnlcrgartcns for d1ildrcn 

6 between the ages of four and six years 'Vhcu established the kinder-

7 g:ntcns sl1all be an intcg1·nl part of the elemcntar~v school system of 

a· the 1listriet micl be kept open for not lesg tli:m a llail.r avcrnge of 

. '> 9 two :rnd one-half homg [each day] for the full school term as provided 

10 m section 1501 

11 The number of kindergartc>.ns in :my one district shall be fixed 

12 hy the hoard of school directors ancl shall be open during the school year 

13 
If the ayen1gc attendance in any one kindergarten in any district 

14 
1s ten or lc>~s for the se11ool ycnr tlic school directors sh:lll at the 

l5 
close of the school year discontinue the same 

16 
Th'e board of school directors shall appoint and as$ign a sufficient 

17 
number of teachers to such kin<l('rgal'tens who shall be certified in 

18 
aecor<lanc~ with the rn]c5 an1l regulations prcse1·ibcd by the State 

19 
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l Section 2 Subsection (a) of section 1501 of the aet amcmled Jul.v 

2 27 H.153 (P L G20) is mncw.lcd to rcatl 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Section 150-l Dates and Times of School Terms and Sessions 

Commencement (a) The board of school diredors of each school district 

ur joint school shall fix the date of tl1e beginning of the school term 

[Unless otherwise determined by the board the daily Sf'.ssion of school 

l'haH open at nine ante-meridian awl cloi'e at four post-meridian with 

nn i11t('nniF-Sion of one hour at noon a111l an intermission of fiftemi 

minutes in the forenoon antl in the ::l. f tcrnoon] and establish the ti mo 

for opening and closing caeh daily session ProYidcd That secondary 

schools shall he in daily se.'OSion for not lesss than sb: (6) hours of in-

struetion exclusirn of intermi$Sion at noon that elementary schools sl1all 

Le in daily session for not fewer than five and one-l1alf {51/2) hours of 

instruction in the intermediate grades and not less than fiyc. (5) hours 

in the primary grades exclusive of intcnmission at noon and as the boa1·d 

may direct fifteen {15) minute intermissions in the forenoon nncl aftnr-

f 
noon that kindcrgai·tcns sliall he in session each day for not less than 

~~aily average of two and one-half (2%) hours for the full term 

19 Pro,·iclcd furt11cr That at the request of t]w board of school directors 

20 the Supl'rintendent of Publie Instruction may approve for elementary 
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1 and sccon<lary purposes tho i·cduction of the length of the daily session -

for cogent reasons rclating to sparsity road or climatic conditions health 

8 saf cty or wclforo of the children if in his opinion the shorter school day 

' ia fulJy compensated for hy an cxt.ension in length of school tcnn The 

appro\·al of tho Supcrinte.ndent of Public Instruction to shorten sessions - ........ -

8 shall not exceed a period of one school year Annual extensions may be 

'I granted by the State Superintendent upon reve.iw of the circumstances 

8 in each caso Inclividua~ daily sessions may be shortened for emergencies 
• 

9 duo to inclement weather or valid causes beyond the control of school 

10 officials 

11 * * * 
• 

11 • • • ••• • • ••• • •••••• e • I • e I •• I •• I ••••• I I I • 

Obitf Clttk, Seu• 

........................................ 
PrMdent pro t.empore, S-.te 

.............. • ......................... . 
Speak.er, House of ~ntathee 

.Approved The .•.•.•.. day of .•......•••.•.•..•..•. A.. D. 1981. 

......................................... 
Governor 


