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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
Ho. 716 Seuion of 

1 9 6 1 

Ji'\THODUCED BY )l.ESSHS. HAYS AND SEYLEH, 
)f AY 31, HllH. 

HEFEHHED TO CO)DilTTKE OX EDUCATlOX, l£AY 31, l!)(H. 

AN ACT 
..Amcmling the net of )foreh 10 1049 (P J, 30) cntitlc<l "Au net rclat-

i11g to the puhlie sehool system inducling ccrh1iu provisi011s ap-

plicahlc as well to prirntP nmt pa1·ochial sdiools mncnding re-

vising consoli1lating arnl changing the laws n~latiug thereto" dari-

fyiug aml {'hanging 1wovi::.ions relating to social stutlies curriculum 

The Ot>ncral AsscmLly of the Commonwealth of Pcunsylv::mia 

hereby t'll:ll'l:::; as follows 

1 Section 1 Sl'ction 1515 act. of )farch 10 l!).:19 (P L 30) known 

2 a:; the "Public Seliool Coile of HH!)'' is i·cpcale1l nLsolutcly 

Eut..f.NuroN-OAPITAL 1.zrnma 1nd1ca~ now matter added to bill. Jl.&tter 8'Pleke& ~eweh 
la to i>e omitted from bUl. 
Undarsrort.ng 1n6J.catee new matter ad.ded to t:IX1.-tlns law. [&t.eketa} lncllce.~ ma.tic 
rtr1cken from e:dstlng law. 
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Section 2 Sub~ection (a) of section 1605 of tho act amended April 

12 Hl5G (P L 145D) is amcn<lc<l to read 

Section 1605 Cour::;cs of Study (a) In'all public private or parochial 

schools there shall bo integrated in the social studies curriculum cour.;cs 

~£ study as provided in this act It shall be the duty of tlw suporinteml­

cnt having supcnision ovc1· any high school to prepare and rccomm<md 

7 to t11e board of scho•Jl directors maintaining tho same suitable courses 

8 · of study which shall be adopted by said board of school directors with 
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such changes as they may deem wise subject to the provisions of this 

net During (the last four years of a complete high school program] 

grades seven through twelve inclusive there shall be included at least 

a [four] ~ semester or equivalent course of study in the history 

ond government of that portion of America wl1ich has become the United 

States of .America (and of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania] of 

such nature kind or quality as to have for its purpose the developing 

teaching and presentation of the principles and ideals <>f the American 

Rcpub1ican Representative form of government as portrayed an<l ex­

perienced by the Rcts and policies of the framers of the Declaration of 

Independence and framers of the Constitution of the United States and 
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l tho llill of Hights Tho courses of stwl:.· in the history of the Unite._{ 

2 Stntes inrluJing the study of the Constitution of the UuitCtl 

I States [and the Constitution of this Commonwer.Jth] shall also be such 

4 as will emphasize the goo1l worthwhile and brst features and points of 

5 the social economic nml c'ulturnl (kwclopmcnt the growth of the Amcri-

f can family life high stamfanl of Jiving of the United States citizen the 

1 privileges enjoyed hy such citizc11s their heritage and its derivations 

I of and in our Jiriueiplcs of government (and ha\•ing for its purpose also 

9 the instilling into ever~· boy a11<l girl coming out of our public sehooh 

10 their solemn dnty and o\i\ig1\t\on to ('Xerdso their ,·oting privilege] 

11 Such instruction shnll lnwo for it:1 pnrposc nlso the instilling into every 

12 boy rmd girl who comr~ out of onr pul11io inivntc anti parochial schools 

13 their solemn cl11t~· ond ohligi\tion to cxcrrirn intelligently their voting 

14 privilege 

15 There shall be nlso givrn during wa1les seven through twelve 

16 inclusive n one somes!cr or cquivAlm1t course m the History and 

17 Govcmment of Pcnnsylvnnia including t11e Constitution of the 

18 State of Pennsylvania and studies of each important elective and ap-

19 pointive office of the borough city county and township form of local 

20 government and of the State government Such instruction shall have 
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1 for its purpose also the instilling into every boy nml girl who comes 
,, 

2 out of our public private awl parochial sehools their solemn duty and 

8 obligation to exercise intelligently their Yotiug privilege Sueh instruc-

' tion shall continue in courses in tltc State Colleges to an extent to he 

• l ) ( i • ~ dctcr111ine1l by tltc Superintendent of PulJlic Inst rnction 

6 * * * 

We CMtify that this bill hu pa88ed the Senate and the Route of 

........................................ 
Chief Clerk, SenaUt 

........................................ 
President pro tempore, Senat~ 

........................................ 
Speaker, House of Representative& 

Approv~rl The ........ day of .•...................• A. D. 19,1 . 
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