
Printer's No.--874 

Tllll GllNllRAL ASSBMBLY 01' PBNNBYLVANU 

SENATE BILL 
Ho. 744 Seesion of 

1961 

INTRODUCED BY MESSRS. STIEFEL AND CHAPMAN, 
JUNE 6, HlGl. 

HEFI~IlHED TO COMMITTEE ON IIISTORIOAJ, PRESERVATION, 
JUNE O, H.161. 

AN ACT 
1'o authorize the collection of scattered public records and manuscript 

materials on the history of the Commonwealth by the Penn· 

syl\'ania Historical and :Museum Commission and providing au 

appropriation 

\VH.EHEAS Historical papers and in particular important groups 

of papers and individual items from the public records of the. Common-

wealth have in times past f alien into private hands with the result 

that Pennsylvania ard1ival and historical materials of_ primary im-

EXi'LAlUTIOM-OAPITAL LETrERS lndlee.te new matter added to blll. Matt.er litrieken truaugh 
l.s to ba om1tted from blll. 
Underl!COtin~ lndlcatee new matter a.dded to exlstlng Js.w. [Brackets] tndlcate matte: 
stncken from ex.tsttng le.w. 
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portauoe to c-0lonial and State history nppcnr from timo to time in tho 

offo.ring$ of manus(lript and autogrnph dealers hoth within nn1l without 

the boundaries of the Commonwealth nnd 

"TIIERF.AS A great volume of local public records and manu· 
I ' I I ~ ' 
'• l '! 

script ml\terials basic to an ndequato historicnl undorstamlin~ of tho 

founding and development of the Commonwealth are contained in 

uniqun copies housed in widely-dispersed courthouses municipal build· 

ings and other depositories where they are relatively difficult of acccsa 

and in some cRscs exposed to serious risk of Joss thcrcforo 

The Gnncral As.'!cmbly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

l Sectfon 1 The Pennsylvania Historil·al and Museum Commission 

2 is hQreby auth<niied to a<:quiro by purchnso or othonviso in their original 

S form or in t\1e form of photographic rqm)(ludion~ nny &'attcrC'Jl pub1ic 

4 records official papers historiral nrnm1s1·ript:-1 maps arnl plans and rarn 

u books '\'ihit>h it deemg to be of imporlant·c for the history of this Com-

6 monwcalth SpcC'ial attention i.;ha\1 he gh·o11 to c·nnnty rcl'1ml~ prim· to 

? 1800 or in the case o{ tho HCWf'r ronntil'~ to rcetml~ clotiug within the 

S fir:>t ten yoars following the. t•reation of the cnuuty 
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Section 2 The sum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) or 

as much thereof as may be necessary is hercb:y specifically appropriatc>.J 

to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission for the pur· 

chase of records papers manuscripts ma1}s and plans aml rare books as 

set forth in the first section of this act aml for thu employment of 

6 photographers by contract or otherwise to make photographic repro· 

7 ductions for the repair of records manuscripts and other materials 

8 fo11111l to be in fragile condition for trawl supplies and equipment 

9 n.'~eutial to tho colledion of r<'l~or<ls for catnloguing and imlexing the 

10 mntel'ials ncquired to make them rea<lily lwailable to the public and 

11 for other iul.'iclcntal expenses 


