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TBB GBNBRAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
Ho. 746 Session of 

1 9 & 1 

INTRODUCI<:D BY ~lESSHS. YATRON AND SESLER, JUNJI~ 6, 1061. 

REFERRED TO COltLMITI'EE ON AGRICUI,TUHE, JUNE 6, 1061. 

AN ACT 
To rl'gn1ate the sale awl 1listriln1tio11 for agricultural purposes of ground 

1inwstom• hnrnccl arnl hytlratc1l lime gypsum slag and related 

pro1lncts in the C'onnnonw<>alth of Pl•1111syln1nia confcrri11g pow-

crs arnl imposing duties 011 the Department of Agriculture estab-

lishing frPs making an appropriation and prescrihing penalties 

Tlw C:c11ernl ..\ 8-semli]y of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby e1rncts as follows 

1 Sec·tiou 1 A'lministration of AC't Short Title This act shall be ail-

2 ministered hy the Department of Agriculture of the Commonwealth of 

r 
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1 Penus~·lvania nn<l slwll be known and urn.y be cited as tho "Pennsylvania 
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Agricultural Limo Act" 

Section 2 Definitions When used in this ad 

(1) The term "distribute" merms to offer for salo sell barter or 

otherwirn supply 

(2) Tl1c term "sell'' or "sale" inelmlcs exchange except exchanges 

between rnnuufoctnrcrs 

(:3) The term ":1grk11ltur.1l liming materials" means all calcitic and 

othm· mntciinls co11tni11i11g calcium or magnesium in condition and quan-

tity s11it:1hlo for use in neutralizing soil acidity or that are used in the 

preparation of pcstiridr~ "Gypsum" means products consisting primarily 

of calcium sulfate 

(l) The term "lmual" means the term design or trademark or other 

specific tlc~iguation under whid1 an individual agricultural liming mate-

l'il\l is <li.~tdLntcd and solJ 

(5j 'fhC' tC'rm "bh<:>l'' or "t:i.g" m<'ans a display of written vrinted 

or graphic matter attached to or upon the container in whieh an agri­

cultural liming material is distrihuted 

(6) The tcnn "ton" means a net weight of two thousand pounds 

avoirdupois 
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1 (7) The term "percent" or "percentage" means percentage by 

2 w~ight 

3 (8) The term "official sample" mc:>ans any sample taken by t.he 

4 Secretary of Agriculture or his agent 

5 Section 3 L'lbcling (a) AB agricultural liming materials sold offered 

6 or exposed for fale s1rn11 have attaC'hrd thereto or be R<'<'Ompanied by 

7 a plainly printed statement giving the following information 

8 (1) The name of the manufacturer or importer and tho address. of 
,· 

9 his principal office 

10 (2) The name of the place where manufacture or a code to identify 

11 that particular plant 

12 (3) The brand or trade name of the material 

18 (4) 'l'he name of the form of the material 

14: (5) The net weight when the material is sold in packages 

16 {6) The fineness of the material if in a ground or powdered form 

18 showin-g ih-e percentage passing the twenty mesh sieve the e:ixty m~ah 

17 sieve and the one hundred mesh sieve 

18 (7) The minimum percent of calcium oxide (CaO) and of magne· 

19 sium_ oxide (MgO) and in the c-ase of gypsum the minimum perc~nt .of 
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1 <'alcimn sulphate (CaSO~) The percentage of moisture if it exceeds Hm 

2 percent 

3 (8) With respect to all burned forms of liming materials including 

4 mixtures of burned and unburned liming materials statement of the total 

5 ~aximum percent contained of caleium oxide and magnesium oxide which 
l.'-) 

" ' 
6 arc combined as earbo11at('~ The information given in the said statement 

7 shall Le held to Lo the guarant~· of the manufacturer or importer that 

. 8 the goo<ls to which said statement refers are of the kind and quality or 

9 C'ompo$ition und finenei:IB so set forth 

10 (b) Tho word "lime" shall not be placed anywhere on a package 

11 containing agricultural liming mate.rial which has less than sixty per· 

12 cent of its total weight in the form of oxides or hydroxides of calcium 

13 or magnesium except in the required statement of minimum analysis 

14 or as part of the name of tho company manufacturing or selling it 

15 (c) The term "standard agricultural lime.stone" shall not be placed 

16 anywhere on any µackage C'-Ontaining agricultural liming material which 

17 has less than fifty percent oxide equivalent by weight ninety-eight per~ 

18 cent of which will pas:; a No 20 mesh sieve and contain the dust of 

19 .. fracture ·Mate~ial meeting a less requirement shall be labeled sub-

20 standard agricultural limestone 
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(d) In the case of agricultural limin~ materials solrl in bulk tho 

required information shall be delivered to the purchaser either with the 

invoice therefor or with the goods 

Section 4 H<'.gistration (a) Every manufacturer or importer of 

ngricult nral liming materials shall before offering them for sale in 

Pennsylvania register each brand and grade of agricultural liming 

material with the Secretary of Agriculture on forms provided by him 

and shall pay a permane>J1t r<'gistration fee of ten 1lollars ($10) Changes 

in brand name or grade shall require a new registration 

(b) 'fhe Secretary of Agrirulture is empowered to reject any 

application not in compliance with the provisions of this act and to 

eancel any registration when it is subsequently found to bo in violation 

of any provision of this act or when he has satisfactory evidence that 

the registrant has used fraudulent or deceptive prRctices in Rttempted 

evasion -0f the provisions of the act or regulations thereunder No regis­

tration shall be refused or canc.clled until the registrant shall have 

been given opportunity to be heard before the Secretary of Agriculture 

Section 5 Control :Fee (a) Each manufacturer or importer of 

agricultural liming material shall file not later than the last day of 

January and July of each year a semi-annual statement setting forth 
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1 tho 11uml1cr of net tons of agricultural liming material distributed 

2 ~ounty Ly county in this State during the six months' perioll ending as 

3 of the last day of the previous month and upon filing such statement 

4 ~hnl~ pay a control fee at the rata of two c<'nts ($.02) per ton except 

5 that no semi-annual payment shall exceed two hundred dollars ($200) 

6 nor Lo less thar twenty five dollars ($25) Failure to make an accurate 

7 statement of tonnag~ _or to pay thC'. control fee shall constitute sufficient 

8 C'.'Hl~C for tho canccJJation of nH registrations -0n file for the manufao-

9 tmcr or importer 

10 (b) Snlcs of agricultural liming materials to manufacturers Ql' 

11 oxchnngos hctwcen them are hereby exempted :from the control fee 

12 RC'gistration on{l control fees and flnPs when collected sliall be placed 

13 in tho Feed nnrl Fertilizer Fund to be used solely {or the payment of 

14 tho costs of inspection sampling analysis and other expenses neces..i;ary 

15 for the administration of this act and {)ther acts specified by the Gene.ral 

16 Assembly and as much thereof as is necessary is hereby appropriat(,d 

17 from time to time 

, 18 Se.ction 6 Sampling The Secretary of Agriculture is hereby em· 

19 powered to collect samples of agricultural liming material either in 

20 person or by his duly qualified agent or representative to have them 
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1 analyzed and shall publish the results for the information of tho puh· 

2 · lie and for this purposo tho Secretary of Agriculture and his duly 
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aut horizc<l ngcnts shall have full access ingress and egress to and 

from all places of business quarries kilns factorie.3 barns buildings cars 

aud vessels usccl in the nrnnufachtro storage transportation or sale of 

the saiu materials They shall have the power to open any container or 

package containing or suppose.<.l to contnin any of tho sahl materials 

and to take thercfonu samples for analysis 

Section 7 .Misbranding No agricultural liming rnntcrinl shnll bo 

deemed to be misbranded if the total combined oxide cqui\'nlent 1ncM'Jlt 

shall exceed the sum of the calcium oxide and magnesium oxitto ns stnt<'~l 

in the guar.mtccll analysis If the :maly:5is of any agricultnrnl liming 

material shall fall as much or more than ten percent below tho mnnu· 

facturnr's guarantee the secretary sliall immediately notify tho manu· 

fadurer and allow him ten days in which to investigate and make a 

rc1lort H the deficiency is confirme(l the Secretary of Agriculture shall 

assess twice the value of such deficinncy against the registrant The as­

sPssment shall be based upon the selling price of the agricultural liming 

19 material and the Secretary of .Agriculture shall require tho rcgist.rant 

20 to make good such assessment to all purchaser:; of the deficient lot of 
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1 ngdc111t11rnl JiminJ( mntcrinl from which the sample was drawn If the 

2 purehnscr or 1nm·lu\scrs of tlm lot cannot he found the asse~ment shall 

3 lJC dcposite1l in tho Stnto Treasury to tho credit of the General Fund 

4 ~edio11 8 Hules 1m1l Regulations The Secretary of Agriculturn is 

5 empowerf'!\ to pn'Sl•riht• and enforce such reaso11ahlc rules nud rcguln-

6 tions 1elating to the &\ln of agricultnral liming mntcria1s as is llceme<l 

7 11ccessn1·y to carry into effect the full intent and meaning of this act 

8 Section 9 Violations Penalties Any person Yiolating any provisions 

9 of this nd shall Le guilty of a mistlcmea1101· Rll<\ upon convictiQn shall 

10 he sentcnreJl to pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50) for tho 

.11 first off cnse and in 1lefault of tlie payment thereof undergo imprison-

12 nw11t for n term not excec11ing tl1h·t,y days allll a fine c,f not Jess than 

\B 0110 lmrnlrC'il clollars ($100) for <':wh subsequent offense and in default 

.. lt thC'r<'of n l<'rm of impri~o11mcnt of not lc>ss than sixty days It shall be 

16 . , tho duty of tho Secretary of Agriculture to enforce the provisions of 
( - : 

16 this net 

17 Section l 0 This act shall take effect January 1 1962 
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We certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the House of 

Representatives. 

... ' ................................... . 
Chief Clerk, Senato 

I I I I ti I I ti I I e I I I I ' I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

President pro tempore, Senate 

I I • I I I • • I • • I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I • • I I I 1 I I I I I 

Speaker, House of Representatives 

Approved The •••••••• day oi .. , ..•••..... , .••..•.. A. D. 1961 . 
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Governor 


