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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 746 o

INTRODUCED BY MESSRS. YATRON AND SESLER, J UNE 6, 1961.

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, JUNE 6, 1961.

AN ACT

To regulate the sale and distribution for agricultural purposes of ground
lmestone burned and hydrated lime gypsum slag and related
products in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania conferring pow-
ers and imposing duties on the Department of Agriculture estab-
lishing fees making an appropriation and preseribing penalties

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows
Section 1 Administration of Act Short Title This act shall be ad-

ministered by the Department of Agriculture of the Commonwealth of

BXFLANATION—OAPITAL LETTERS indice .
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ng Indicates new matter added to existing law. [Brackets] indicate matter
axisting law.
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Pennsylvania mid shall be known and may be »éited as the “Pénnsylvania
Agricultural Lime Act”

SCetio;l 2 Definitions When uséd in this act

(1) The term “(listriblllte” means to offer for sale sell barter or
otherwise supply

(2) The term “sell” or “sale” includes exchange except exchanges
between manufacturers

(3) The term “agricultural liming materials” means all caleitic and
other materials containing caleium or magnesinm in condition and quan-
tity suitable for use in neutralizing soil acidity or that are used in the
prepavation of pesticides “Gypsum” mncans products consisting primarily
of caleium sulfate

() The term “brand” wmeans the term design or trademark or other
specitic designation under which an individual agrieultural liming mate-
rial is distributed and sold

(5) The term “label” or “tag” means a display of written printed
or graphic matter attached to or upon the container in which an agri-
cultural liming material is distributed

(6) The term “ton” means a net weight of two thousand pounds

avoirdupois




. 3 Printer's No.—876

(") “The term “percent”’ or “percentage’” means percentage by
weight | |

(8) The term “oflicial sample” means any sample vrtaken by the
Secretary of Agriculture or his agent

Scetion 8 Labeling (a) All agricultural liming mgterials sold OﬂOl:(’d
or exposed for sale shall have attached thereto or be accompanied by
a plainly printed statement giving the following information

(1) The name of the manufacturer or importer and the address_of
his principal office

(2) The name of the place where manufacture or a code to identify
that particular plant

(3) The brand or trade name of the material

(4) The name of the form of the material

(5) The net weight when the material is sold in packages

(6) The fineness of the material if in a ground or powdered form

[y

showin'g‘ih»é ‘percentage passing the twenty mesh sieve the sixty mesh

sieve and the one hundred mesh sieve
(7) The minimum percent of calcium oxide (Ca0O) and of magne-

sium oxide (MgO) and in the case of gypsum the minimum percent of
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calcium sulphate (CaSO4) The percentage of moisture if it exceeds ten

percent
(8) With respect to all burned forms of liming materials including
mixtures of burned and unburned liming materials statement of the total

maximum pereent contained of caleium oxide and magnesium oxide which

bl

RSN

are combined as carbonates The information given in the said statement
shall Le held vto be the guaranty of the manufacturer or importer tﬁat
the goods to which said statement refers are of the kind and quality or
composition and fineness so set forth

| ‘(b) The word “lime” shall not be placed anywhere on a packf;ge
containing agricultural liming material which has less than sixty per-
cent of its total weight in the form of oxides or hydroxides of calcium
or magnesinm excepf in the required statement of minimum analysis

or as part of the name of the company manufacturing or selling it

(c) The term “standard agricultural limestone” shall not be placed

atiywhere on any package containing agricultural liming material which
has less than fifty percent oxide equivalent by weight ninety-eight per-

cent of which will pass a No 20 mesh sieve and contain the dust of

~ fracture Material 'meeting a less requirement shall be labeled sub-

standard agricultural limestone
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(d) In the case of agricultural liming materials sold in bulk tha
required information shall be delivered to the purchaser cither with the
invoice th»crefor or with the goods
Section 4 Registration (a) Every manufacturer or importer of
agricultural liming materials shall before offering them for sale in
Pennsylvania register each brand aﬁd grade of agricultural liming
material with the Sécrctary pf Agriculturg on forms provided by him
and shall pay a permanent registration fee of ten dollars.($10) Changes
in brand name or gmde shall require a new registrat:ion
(b) The Secyetary of Agriculture is 'empowerefi to reject any
appl.ication not in compliance with the provisions of this act and ‘_tq
cancel any 1'e.gistra.tion when it is subsequently found to be in violation
of any provision pf this aqt or when he has satisfacfory evidence that
thé registrant has used frgudulent or deceptive practiceg in attempted
evasion of the provisions of the act ér ragl;l_ations thereunder No regis—
tration slia]l be refﬁsed or cancelled until the ;céi;trant shall have
been given opportunity to be heard before the Secretary of Agriculture
| Section‘5 Control Fee (a) Iéach n;a;lut;actuferor importer of

agricultural liming material shall file not later than the last day of

January and July of each year a semi-annual statement setting forth
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the number of net tovns of agricultural liming material distributed
county by county in thjisr State during th;a six months" peri(;d ending as
of the last day of the [-)re;'ioué;.r.nonth and upon filing such statemgnt
shall pay a control fee at the rate of two cents ($.02) per ton except
that no semi-annual payment shall exceed two hundred dollars ($200)
nor be less thar twenty five dollars ($25) Failure to make an accurate
statement of tonﬁ;gé \qr.to pay the control fee shall constitute sufficient
cause for the cancellation of all registrations on file for the manufac-
turer or importer

(b) Sales of agricultural liming materials to manufacturers or
oxchanges between them are hereby exempted from the control fee
Registration and control fees and fines when collected shall be placed
in the Feed and Fertilizer Fund to be used solcly for ihe payment of
the costs of inspection sampling analysis and other expenses necessary
for the administration of this act and other acts specified by fhe General
Assembly and as much thereof as is necessary is hereby appropriated
from time to time

Section 6 Sampling The Secretary of Agriculture is hereby em-

powered to collect samples of agricultural liming material either in

person or by his duly qualified agent or representative to have them
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analyzed ;md sl;gll publish the results for the information of the pub-
-lic and for this purpose the Secretar‘y of Agriculture and his duly
authorized agents shall have full access ingress and egress to and
from all places of business quarries kilns factories barns buildings cars

and vessels used in the manufacture storage traunsportation or sale of

the said materials They shall have the power to open any container or

package containing or supposed to contain any of the said materials
aud to take thereform samples for analysis

Section 7 Misbranding No agricultural liming material shall bo
deemed to be misbranded if the total combined oxide equivalent prcsmr\t
shall exceed the sum of the caleium oxide and magnesium oxido as s’tatwl
in the guaranteed analysis If the analysis of any agricultaral liming
material shall fall as much or more than ten percent below the manu-

facturer’s guarantee the secretary fsl;all immediately notify the manu-

facturer and allow him ten days in whiéh to investigate and make a
report Tf the deficieney is confirmed the Secretary of Agriculture shall
assess tw%ce the value of such deﬁqie.ncy against the registrant The as-
sessment shall be based upon the selling price of the agricultural liming
material and the Secretary of Agriculture shall require the registrant

to make good such assessment to all purchasers of the deficient lot of
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agricultural liming material from which the sample was drawn If the

purchaser or purchasers of tha lot cannat be found the assessment shall

be deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of the General Fund

Scction 8 Rules and Regulations The Secrétar_y of Agriculture is
cmpowered to preseribe and enforce such reasonable rules and regula-
tions relating to the sale of agricultural lming materials as is deemed
necessary to carry into cffect the full intent and meaning of this act

Scction 9 Violations Penalties Any person violating any provisions
of this act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall
he seatencesd to pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars (850) for the
first offense and in default of the payment thercof undergo imprison-
ment for a tevin not exceeding thivty days and a fine ¢f not less than
one lumdred dollars ($100) for cach subsequent offense and in default
thereof & term of imprisonment of not less than sixty days It shall be
. the duty of tho Seerctary of Agriculture to enforce the provisions of

this act

Section 10 This act shall take effect January 1 1962




Printer’s No’.—876

We ceftify that this bill has passed the Senate and the House of

Representatives,

Chief Cle;'l.: ' Se'n.ato

President pro tempore, Senate

Speaker, House of Representatwes

ApprovedThe Set e dayOf LN I B B BN B B BN B B B B B BN BB BN A-. D. 1961!
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