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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLYOF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. l 7 2 Sisss;o:ff

e o

MESSRS. STEVENSON, LANE, MALLERY, HAYS AND
HALUSKA, IN PLACE, FEBRUARY 8, 1961.

REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT,
AS AMENDED IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
© MAY 92, 1961

AN ACT

Authorizing counties cities bordughs incorporated towns and towuships
to c‘x:eate historic d{stricts: within their geographic boundaries
providing for the appointment of Boards of Historical Architec-
tural Review empowering governing bodies of political subdivi-
sions to protect the distinctive historical character of these dis-

tricts aud to regulate the crection reconstruction alteration res-
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- toration demolition or razing of i)llildillgs Wi.(llill flic historie
distrieta
The General .\sselti.l)l_\- of the Commonwealth qf Pennsylvania hereby
‘cnacts as follows
Séution 1 The term “governing bod_\»"’ as used in thisrf act shall
mean the bo:ml,‘ of cbniniissionxcr_s of any county the council of any
city EXCEPT CITLES OF TIE FIRST CLASS TILE COUNCH, OF
ANY BOROUGH :)i" ilycorlsbra'lt‘ql town the board of commissioners of
auy township of the first class and lhc board of Q\lpel‘\‘iSUI‘s of any
towuship of the sccond class
The terlu‘l “éxccllti\-e authority” as used in this act shall mean the
chairman of the board of commissioners of any county the mayor of
any eity EXCEPT CITIES OF TIHE FIRST CLASS the buegess of any
horengh the president of couneil of any BOROUGH OR incorporated
town the president of the hoard of commissioners of any township of
the first class and the chiaivman of the board of supervisors of any
township of the second class
Section 2 For the purpose of protecting those historical areas with-

in our great Commonwealth which have a distinctive character recalling

the rich architeetural and historieal leritage of Penusylvania and of
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making them a source of inspiration to our people by awakening in-

terest in our historie past and to promote the gencral welfare educa-

tion and culture of the communities in \\:hich these distinctive historica)
areas are loeated all counties citics EXCEPT CITIES OF THE .FIRS'I'
CLASS boroughs incorporated towns and townships arve herehy author-
im.‘d to ereate and define b}- ardinanee a historie district or districts
within the geogmpl.lvic Iimilks of such political subdivisions No such
ordinance shall take effect until the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission has been notified in writing of the ordinanee anid has certi-
fiedd by resclution to the historical significance of the district or districts
within the -liimits defined in the nrdinn;l-(-'o which resolution shall be
transmitted to the execuiive authority of the political subdivision
Section 3 The governing body of the politieal subdivision is au-
thorized to appoint a Board of Historical Architectural Review upon
receipt of the certifying resolution of the Pennsylvania Historical and
Muscum Commission The hoard shall be composed of not less than
five members of whom a majority shall be residents of the historic
district One member of the board shall ke a registered architect one
member shall be a licensed real estate broker one member shall be a

building inspector and the remaining members shall be persons with
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knowledge of and interest in the presérvation of historic districts A
niajdrity of the board shall constitute a quorum and action taken at
any meeting shall require the amrmatyivve'v'ote of a majm?i_ty of the
bq%rd The bo.arnvl shall give counsel to the governing body of the county
city horough town or townéhip regar(_liug the' advisability ‘of issuing

any cortiticate which the governing body maj issue pursuant to this act

Scction 4 (a) Any governing body shali have the power and duty

to cer'tify to the appropriatenesé of | the: ercction reconstruction alter-
ation restoration dam‘olition.orﬁ\razing of any building in whole or in
part within the historic distriet or districts within the political subdivis-
ion Any agency cliarged by law or by local ordinance with the issuance
of permits for the orection demolition or alteration of buildings within
the hi»storic district shall issue no permit for any such building changes
until a certificate of appropriatencss has bLeen received from the gov-
erning hody

(b) Any goverﬁing body in determining whether or not to certify.
to the appropriateness of the erection reconstruction alteration restor-

ation demolition or razing of a building in whole or in part shall con-

sider the effect which the proposed change will have upon the general




8 xgv(Pri'nt‘er’s No.—670
historic an:l\archiiectural ﬁature of the district The governing body
chall pass upon the abpropriatenees of exi_erior architectulfal featgres»
which cali be seen from a p‘u(blic street or way only and shall copgider
the general désign érrangcment texture mater{al and .;:olor of the

building or structure and the relation of such factors to similar features

of buildings and structures in the district The governing body shall

not consider.any matters not pertinent to the preservation of the his-
toric a‘s<pect an(i nature of tho district Upon giving approval the gov-
erning body shall Vissue a certificate of appropriateness authorizing &
permit for the erection reconstruction alteration réstoration demolition
or razing of & building in whole or in part Disapproval of the govorni‘ng
body shall be in writing giving reasons therefor and a copy thereof
shall be given to the applicant to the agency issuing permits and to
the Pennsylvanie Historical and Musenm Commission

(¢) Any persoh applying for a building permit within a historic
district shall be given notice of the meeting of the Board of Historical
Axchitectural Review which is to counsel the governing body and of
meeting of the governing body which is to consider the granting of a
certificate of appropriateness for the said permit and may appear before

the said meetings to explain his reasons therefor In the event of a
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failure to recommend the board and in the event of its disapproval

“the gx)\"(‘l'!lillg body shg‘ll also in(licatg what changes in his plans and
s;mciﬁcatiohs would nicet its conditions for protectilig the distinctive
historical>c11:\tactcr of the historic disﬁriét

(d) Any person aggrieved by failure of the agency charged by law
or by local ordinance to issue a permit for such building changes by
reason of the disapproval of the governing bady may appeal therefrom
in the game manner asvi-lpp(’ﬂls from decisions of the agency charged
by law or by local ordinance with the issuance of permits for such
building changes

Section 3 The ageney charged by law or by local ordinance with
the issuance of permits for the ereetion demolition or alteration of
buildings within the historie district shall have power to institute any
proceedings at law or in equity necessary for the enfprcement of this
act or of any ordinance adopted pursnant thereto in the same manner
as in its enforcement of other building zoming or planning legislation
or regulations

Scetion 6 The provisions of this act are severable and if any of

its provisions shall be held unconstitutional the decision of the court

shall not affeet or impair any of the remaining provisions of this act
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It is lnerol;:v declared to be the legislative intent that this act would
lave bre_‘cn‘ :ufl‘opted lm(i such unconstitutional provisions not been in
cluded hc-r_ei.u The pr(,\\'isious of this act shall not be construed to limit

the powers and duties assigned to the Pennsylvania Historicel and

Muscum Comnission
Museum Comn

Section 7 This act shall take effect immediately

We cartify that this bill hias passed the Senate and the House of

Representatives.
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Ohief Olerk, Senate
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President pro tempore, Senate
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Speaker, House of Repreeontatives

Approved The ........ da) . W B £ L)
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Governor




