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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 17 2 

ll9mL £7 

Session of 
l 9 6 1 

zsw 

)JESSHS. STI~VKNSON, J,ANE, :;\IAJ,J,ERY, HAYS AND 
UAT.USJ{A, _IN" l'LAC.E, l•~EBI~UARY 8, HIGl. 

IlEPOHTED FHOM CO~DUTTEE ON S'rATE GOV:8HNMENT, 
AS AMENDED IN HOUSE OF HEPRESEN'l'ATIYES1 

MAY 21 1961. . 

AN ACT 
Authorizing counties cities boroughs incorporated towns and township!i 

to create historic districts within th~ir geographic boundaries 

providing for the appointment of Boards of Historical Architec-

fnrnl lfoview empowering gowming bodies of politic.al subdivi-

~ions to inotect the tlistincth·e historical cliaracter of these dis-

tdcts and to i·egubtc the erection 1·cconstruction n1tcratiou res-
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tornti1111 tlL'mo1iti•rn or r.1zing of builLling:5 within the historic 

The CiC'11c1-.1l .\s~cmhlv of tho Commom,·ealth oi PcnnHlnmia hcrcbv . . . 
l'llllcfs as follows 

l Section 1 Tito term "g11vcrni11g body" as used m this act shall 

2 mer1n the bo:ml of co1111nissioncrs of any county tho council of any 

--

3 dr~· EX<'EP'l' C'l'l'l E~ OF Tll E Fl Wff Cl.ASS THE COlt XCI L OF 

4 . .\ XY BOHOliO Ii or i11corporntl•1l town tlw hoanl of commissioners of 

5 any township of the Hr~t clnss aml the l1oiml of llHpcnisurs of auy 

6 township of tho sccOUll l'h\ss 

7 The term "executive aut}lQrity" as usetl in this act shall mean the 

8 chairman of tho bonrd of commissioner~ o{ an~· county the mayor of 

9 

10 h1:1Fouglt *"*' pn•sit?cut of l'o11111·il of any BOHOUOll OH in(•orpomtcd 

11 town t}w prcsickut of the hoiml of c·o111111i.•sio11<•r:; of :111y tow11:lltip of 

12 tlte tirst dass :rncl the d1airma11 of tl1e l1o:ml o{ s11l'crvisors of any 

13 township of the ~c<:ond class 

14 Section 2 For the purpose of protecting those historical areas with-

15 in om· great Commonwealth which have a distinctive character i·ccalling 

16 the rirh architectural and historicAl lteritage of Pennsylvania and of 
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maki11g them a source of inspirntion to our people by awakening m­

krcst iii om 11istoric_ 1rnst and to promote the gcncrn.l welfare educa­

t:on antl culture of the communities in which these distinctive historical 

ar<'as arc loeatcil nll 1:01mlil's <'ilir°::: EXCEPT CITIES OF Tll E Ff HST 

ize4( to l'l'l'atC' nml define l1y onlitia1i\.'C a historic 1fotrict or 41btricts 

witl1i11 tl1e geographic limits nf sud1 11olith·a1 ;:;nhtli\·isio11s Xo rnch 

onli_nanl'c shall take -effect until the Pc.•11nsylrnnia Historical aud )fHscum 

('ommi~sio11 l1as i1e('l1 11otitil•1l in writinh' of the onlinnncc :1111111as cerli-

tlP•l liy n•so111tio11 to tlw liisttnil'nl sig11ifil•mu·e of the clistrid 01· clistrids 

within the limits definr1l 111 the onli11allt'<' which rcrnlntion shall he 

t r:um11itt<'1l to the ('XC'l'1tlin• :rnthrnity of the> 1rnlitiea1 i;.nlH1h·isio11 

Scrtion 3 The governing body of the political subdivision is au­

t horizcd to appoint a l~oaru of Historical Architectural Review upon 

receipt of the certifying resolution of the Pennsylvania Histo1·ical and 

)fuseum Commission The lioard shall be composed of not less than' 

fixc members of whom a majority shall be rnsidents of the historic 

district One member of the board shall l:e a i·cgiste:rcd architect one 

member shall be a licensed real estate broker one member sliall lie· a 

hnilcling iuspector and the remaining members shaH be pe1·sons with 
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1 knowlc1lgc of anll intcre~t in the preservation of historic districts A 

2 11~ajority of the board ~hall constitute a quorum and action taken at · 

.3 any meeting shall_ rcquiro the affirmative· vote of a major,ity of the 

4 b~nr1l 'l,'hc boHr•l sJrnll givo counsel to the governing body of the county 

-0 city liorough town or township regarding the advisability of isli11ing 

-6 any corlilicato which tho governing body may issue pursuant to this act 

7 8cction 4 (a) Any governing body shall have the power and duty 

8 to certify to tho appropriateness of the erection reconstruction alter-

9 atiou rcsrorn ti on tlomoJition or razing of any building in whole or in 

10 part within the historic district or districts within the political subdivis-

11 ion Any agency charged by law or by loc.al ordinance with the issuance 

12 of permit~ for the erection demolition or alteration of buildings within 

18 the historic district ~ltall issuo no permit for any such building changes 

14: until a cortiti('ate of appropriateness has been received from the gov-

16 erning bod,:.· 

16 (b) Any gon~ming Lody in determining whether or not to certify 

17 to the appropriateness o{ the erection reconstruction alteration restor· 

18 ation demolition or razing of a building in whole or in part shall con· 

19 sider the effect which the proposed change will have upon the general 
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1 hhtoric and architectural nature of the district The governing body 

shall pass upon the Gppro-priatene~.s of. exterior architectural features _ 

3 
J ' -

wl1ich (':ui he seen from a public streot or way only and shall c-0~~ider 

4 the general design arrangement texture material and color of the 

building or structure and the relation of such factors to similar features 

6 of buildings and structures in the district The governing body shall 

not consider nny matters not pertinent to the preservation of the his· 

8 toric aspect :m<l n~ture of tho district Upon giving approval the gov· 

9 erning body shall issue a certificate of appropriateness authorizing a 

10 permit for the (lrcction reconstruction alteration restoration demolition 

11 or rnzing of a building in whole or in part Disnpproval of the governing 

12 bod.v shall he in writing giving reasons therefor and a copy thoreof 

13 shall be given to the applicant to the agency issuing permits and to 

14 the Pennsylvanir Historical and :Museum Commission 

15 (c) Any person applying for a building permit within a historic 

16 district shall be given notice of the meeting of the :Board of Historical 

17 Architectural Review which is to counsel the governing body and of 

18 mooting of the governing body which is to consider the granting of a 

19 certificate of appropriateness fo1· the said permit and may appear before 

20 
the said meetings to explain his reasons therefor In the event of a 
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failure to rccommcm1 tl1c Loanl and in the cn•nt of its <li8npprornl 

th" g'-wC'rni11g ho<l.'· 8ha11 also indicate what changes in l1is 11Jans and 

8prtili<'ntio11s would llicct its conditions for protecting the distinctive 

l1istorical charartcr of the hWoric lfotrict 

(d) Any i1cr.son aggricn~d by failure of the agenc~· chargc(l by law 

01· Ly lo<'al onlimu1ce to isrnc a permit for snd1 bnihlinp; c"lrnnges by 

l'C'a;:m1 of tl1c dirnp11roval of the governing ho<ly may appeal therefrom 

iii the Mille mnnner :ts npp<'a1s from dC'eisions of the ngcney dwrged 

hy lnw or hy local ordinance with the issuance of llCrmits for such 

lmilding chnuges 

Sc>ction 5 'l'he ng,enc~· chnrgc(l by law or by local ordinance with 

tilt' i:':o:t11llll't' 11f 1a•1·111it:-; for tll!' 1•rcdion 1l<'mnlitinn 01· alteration of 

buildings within the historic llistrict shall have -power to institute any 

proceedings :'t law 01· in equity 11cccssary for tlic C'nforcement of this 

ad Ol' of :rn~· onlimrnce adoptc1l pursuant thereto in the same manner 

n~ in its C'llfor<'ernrnt of other lmi1dh1g zoning or phuming legis1ation '· 

or rrgnlnfions 

gC'<'tion G Tlic provisions of this act are severable and if any of 

its provisions shall be 11eld unconstitutional the decision of the court 

:-:hnll not afrrct or impnir :my of tlrn remaining provisions of this act 

O. j 
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It is hcn•h.'· dcc-lare<l to he the legislative intent thnt this net wouhl 

h:wc lJccn a1fopted had sud1 unconstitutionnl 1iro,·isions not lJcc1t in· 

3 eluded herein The pro,·isions of this act 8haU not be constrned to limit 

4 tlte powers and duties assignctl to the Pennsyhm1ia Historicr! nnd 

5 )fuscmi1 Conunissiou 

6 Section 7 This act shnll take effoct immcdiatcl,v 

\Ve certify that this hill l1Rs passe1J tho Rl'nate and tho lfouee Qf 

Heprcsentatives. 

......................................... 
Ohief Olerk, Senate 

.......................................... 
Preaident pro tempore, Senate 

• • • 4 4 • • ' • ' ' • • I • • ' I ' • ' • • a a • • e I I ' I • I • I ' e • ' 

Speaker, Houae of Repreeentativee 

Approved The ........ day of ...•...•.............. A. D. H101. 

................................ ~· ...... . 
Governo1· 

\) '. 


