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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 191 

l 

Session of 
1 9 6 1 

11n:ssns. HOONEY, SEYJ,EH, HAYS~ SESLEH AND YATHON, 
JN PLAOg, l•'EBHUAHY 8, 1961. 

:MR. YA'l'HON, CO~Dll'J''J'EE ON lllllll\VAYS, AS AMENDED, 
A PHIJ, 11, 1061. 

AN ACT 

ii 

Amcmli11g t}w net of April 2!) tot.fl (P L u8) entitled "An net con· 

!"olidnriug nrnl rndsh1g 1)10 V d1klo Codo the 'l'rnrtor Code the 

lating to tho ownership possc~sion l\nd uso of vehicles trnd trae-

tors,, inelmling ill\i\itio1rn\ \m~cs within tho provisions rell\tiug 

to school lmscs furtl1cr pro\'i1Hng for tllC operation of school 

buses and lights 1ocakd tl1Crcon and providing penalties 
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Tl1c General AssemLh- of the Cominonwealth of Penns,·lnmia . . 

J Section 1 Clnmc (0) subsection (b) of section 840 net of April 20 

2 1!)50 (P L 58) known as "The Vehicle Code" amended DccembC\r 10 

3 105!) (P J, 1749) is amended to read 

4 Section 84.0 School Buses Safety Requirements 

5 

6 (b) No person shall own or operate a school bus carrying scho0l 

. 7 children on the highways of tl1is Commonwealth that in ntldition to tho 

8 other requirements of this act docs not conform with the foHowing 

9 * * * 

10 (9) [Every school bns 01·igi11nlly titled in Pc1111s_yk1rnin prior to flw 

11 cffe('fivc elate of this t1mentli11g net shall in addition to Any othClr equip· 

12 meut and distinctive rn~rkings required by this net Lo equipped with one 

13 (1) signal lamp visible from tlie front an<l one (1) other visible from fl10 

14 
rca1· each showing a flashing red light] E,·cry school bm [ originall~· 

15 titled in Pcnnsyknnia on or nf tcr the effective d:ttc of this arn<'nding 

16 act shall] and every motor bus or motor ornnilms operntcd b.v common 

17 carriers of passengers holding a cci·tifiC'ate of public convenience issued 

18 hy the Public Utility Commission while being u~ed exclusively for the 
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1 transportation of school chil<lren between their homes and school shall 

2 on allll after .August 1 HJG2 in addition to any other equipment and <lis-

3 tincti\'e markiugs required by this ac( Le c<1nippctl with two alternately 

4 llashi11g sigunl lamps visible from the front and two alternately flashing 

5 sigllnl lamps visible from the rear each showing a llashi11g red light 

6 
Each ]amp shaJl be mounted as high as practit•able upon the body of 

7 the bus }~:u~h such a<lditionnl device shall he i1IainJy \•isiblc to operators 

8 of :l(ll'roac:hi11g vehicles in normal sunlight and at night from n distance 

9 of l 0110 hun1lrc<l (100)] five hurnlrcd (500) feet lo the front or 1·c•n· 

10 :ts the case may be shall not project a ghning light nnd shall be of 

11 t~·pcs npproycd by the secretary 

J2 * * * 

13 P@alty Any person violnting any of the provisiollS d this srction 

14 shall upon summary conviction before a magisttate be sentenced to pay 

15 a fine of not less than ten dollars ($10.00) an<l not mol'c than twcnty-

16 fi\"C dollars ($25.00) all(} costs of prosecution an<l in default of tho 

17 pa)·ment thereof sha)] mu.lcrgo imprisonment for not less than five (5) 

18 Jays :mu not more than ten (10) days 

19 Section 2 Clauses (11) nn<l (12) of subseetion (b) section 840 mal 

20 subsection (c) secticn 1002 of the act are amended to read 
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1 Section 840 School BnH•s S11fcty Hcquirommts 

2 * * * 

3 

4 

5 

(L) Xo person s1rnll own or operate n school bus ('arrying seh.:itil 

d1il1lre11 011 tl1(' higlmn,\'S of this Couunonwcalth that in addition to tho 

othC'I' l'Cf}Uin'llll'lltS of this act 1locs not conform with the following 

6 * "' * 

7 (11) Whe11c\'cr sd1ool L11s lo~uling lOJtes have been cstabfahc<l at 

8 or H('ar n 81•11001 or nlo11g n higliwny it slrnll be unlnwful for a school 

9 Lus opC'rntor to ::top hi:; bus to pil:-k up 01· <lisehargc pupils at any loea· 

10 tiou ollil'r tlrnn at sueli Jo:uliug zones 

11 The H·hool hm opurntnr wl1011 01icrnting on a highway with four 

12 ( 4) or more tra vcl:l hie Jane.~ slw 11 not stop to piek up or 1lischnrge pupils 

13 who must cro~s the highway 

14 The pro\'isions of this paragraph slrnll not ap11ly within business or 

15 residence districts where thorn nrc cmh~ mul sidewalks RHd retlHeeJ 

16 ~ ~ hfwe ~ eatRhlichefl M fW~J ffi freE'~ .WOO (a~ f4t 

17 J;>or the purpose of this clause sd1ool bus operators shall includo 

18 operators of bn.so::1 operated by common earrirrs of passengers l10lding 

19 certificates of public com·enicncc i~.:iuc<l by the Public Utility Commis· 
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J sion that are beiug used exclusively· for the transportation of school-

2 children to or from school and are in compliance with tho requirements 

3 of clauses (7) and (0) 

4 (12) The provisions of clause (7) o{ this section requiring labeling 

5 and of clause (0) requiring alternately ilashiug red lights shall apply to 

G all limes when usc1l exclusively for the transportation ,of school chil· 

7 drcu whether or nc;t the Lus is owned and operated by a person or com· 

8 pnny subject to the jurisdiction of the Pcnnsylr:mia Public Utility 

9 Commis:::ion !mt none of the other pro,·isions of [ sai1l cl a me or of clauso 

10 (O)] ('lame (7) of this section shall ap11ly to buses subject to tho juris· 

11 diction of the Public Utility Commi~sion 

12 The pro\"i:::ions of clause (7) requiring lnheJing aml tho provigion 

13 of e)ausc (fl) requiring alternately flnsl1ing reel ligl1ts slinll not nppl.v 

14 to any bus operated by a common carrier of passengers holding n <'Or· 

15 tificate of 1rnhlic convenicnro issued hy the Puhlic Utility Commi~qion 

16 whc>n Lcing used to transport school children wit11in businc~:3 or rl'si· 

17 dcnce cli:-tricts where there arc curbs and sidewalks 

18 Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of this ~cction 

19 shall upon summary conviction before a mngistrate be sentenced to pay 

20 
a fine of not less tlian ten dollars ($10.00) and not more than twcuty-fivo 
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1 ($25.00) nntl costs of prosecution mill in default. of the payment there-

2 of slrnJl UIHlergo imprisonment for not Jess than five (5) days and not 

3 more than ten ( 10) da~·s 

4 Section 1002 Hestrictions ns to 8pced 

5 * * * 

6. (1..~) Subject to the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this sec-

7 tion it shntl be unlawful for the following kinds types and classes of 

8 \·chides to bo operated at a greater speed than hereinafter i)rovided ex-

9 c(>pt whcu such \"chicles are being operated on highways under the su-

10 pcnision nnd control of a turnpike commission in which case subject to 

11 speed rcstricti-011s hy such turnpike commfasion as hcrcinboforc pro-

12 dtled the maximum speed limits shall be twenty (20) miles per hour 

13 greater than herc>i11nftcr provided 

14 Commercial motor vehicles and truck tractors U class fifty (50) 

15 miles per hour 

16 ~fotor huscs and omnibuses while being used exclusively for the 

] 7 transportation of school children between their homes and school fifty 

18 (50) miles per hour on highways having four (4:) or more lanes or forty 

19 (40) miles per hour on highways having less than four {4-) lanes 
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1 School buses as defined in subsection (a) of se(lion 8·10 fifty (GO) _, 

2 miles per hom on highways having_ four ( 4) ~r more 1nncs or fo.!!l 

3 (40) miles per hour on highways having less than four (4) lanes 

4 

5 All other commercial motor ,·chicles and truck tractors all com· 

6 Linations of commercial motor \·chiclos or truck tractors nnd trailers 

7 or semi-trailers fifty (50) miles per hour on highways hnving four (4) 

8 or more lanes or forty (40) miles per hour on highway~ haYing less than 

9 four ( 4) lane~ 

10 * * * 

11 Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions 0£ this section 

12 shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate he sentenced to 

13 pay a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) and costs of prosecution and in <l.0 4 

14 fault of payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not moro 

15 than fh·c (5) days 

16 Section 3 Section 1018 of the act amended August 6 1959 (P J, 

17 653) is amended to read 

18 Section 1018 Passing and Operating School Buses 

19 [(a) On highways having roadways not divided by safety islands 

20 
or physic-al traffic separation installation the driver of any vehicle ap-] 
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1 [vrond1i11g or O\'Nt11king R school l1us confom1ing to the requirements 

2 of this net wl1id1 is being used solely for the transportation of children 

3 to 01· from school nml which has stoppc<l for the purpose of rec-Oiving 

4 or tfoduugiug 0110 or more school children shnll stop his vehicle not less 

· 5 thnn f(•n (10) fret from the school bus and keep his vehicle strltionary 

6 until every school child slmll have entered the bus or every school child 

7 lc;wing tl1c fchool Lus at that plnco slrnll lrnvc alightc<l and reached the 

8 ~ido of tho highway 

9 (b) On highwnys having dual or multiple roadways separated by 

10 safot,y isl1m<ls or physicnl traffic scparntion installations the driver of 

11 nuy v~hiclc ovcrlnking n school bus which hns stopped for the purpose 

12 of rccd\'i11g or tHsd11trging ouc or more school children shall stop his 

13 \'('liiclo not lcs~ thrm ten (10) feet from the school bus and keep his 

14 \'Chicle stHtio11Rry until C\'cry school child shall havo entered the bus 

15 or until c\·cr,r school chiM lca\'ing the school bus at that place sha1l 

] 6 ha \'O alighted nnd rcnchcd the side of the 11ighway 

l 7 (c) On higl1ways having dual or multiple roadways separated by 

j 8 safety islamls or physical traffic separation installations the driver of a 

J 9 vehicle on another roadway approaching a school bus which has stopped] 
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l [for the purpose of receiving or discharging any school child sl1nU rctluco 

2 · the Rpecd of his vehicle to not more than fifteen (15) rnilc5 1•cr hour a111l 

3 shall not resume normal speed until his vchiclo hns pnssrd the school 

4 bus and any c11ilc1 who may have a1ightcd therefrom or is nhout to cnlN 

5 the school bus 

6 (d) \Vhenever a school bus is parked at the curb for the pmposo of 

7 receiving children directly from a school or discharging children to en-

8 tor a school which is located on the ~ame side of the street as that 011 

9 ' which the school pus is parked drivers of vehicles shall be permitted to 

10 pass the school bus without stopping but at a speed not in excess of 

11 fiftrcn (15) miles per hour 
- ( 
I f 

12 (e) The driver of any school bus being used so1cly for tho traus· 

. 13 portation of children to or from school shall not start his bus until 

14 every child who may have alighted therefrom !:lhnll hnvo reached n pl1tco 

15 of safety] 

16 (a) The driver of any vehicle approaching or overtaking a school 

17 bus which has stopped ou the highway or in an cstabliii.he<l school bnl\ 

18 loading z{me and has in operation the alternately flashing red signal 
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1 liunp.s provided in section 8-10 (b) (9) shall stop his vehicle not less than 

2 ten (10) feet to the front or i.::~~- of the sc11ool bus and sliall keep his 

3 .vehicle stntio11an· until the nlternatcl,Y Hashing red signal lamps arc 110 

4; longer nctirntc1l If the altcrnatcl)· flashing red signal lamps nre not ac­

fi tivntcd the driver of an_:,· approaching or overtaking vehicle shall be 

6 pcrmittc1l to pass tho school hus without stopping but at a speeil not in 

7 excess of twenty-five (25) miles per hour 

8 
(b) 'l'hc driver of any school bus being used solely for the transpor-

9 

10 

11 

]2 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

talion of children between their homes and school shnll acth,ate tho 

alternately flashing re(l sig1rnl lamps only when approaching within two 

lrnndrcd and fifty (250) feet to two hundred (200) feet of an cstnb-

lishrtl school lms loatling zono for tho purpose of receiving or discharg­

ing school c11iltlren nml such flashing signals s11all be kept in operation 

lmtil nil pupils havo hoanlcd or alighted from the bus and havo reached 

a plnco of snfcty 'l'ho driver shall not permit any pupil to board or 

nlight from a school Ln.i until visible npproaching and overtaking traffic 

has stopped 'fhc <lrivor shall not start his bus until every child who may 

have alighted thorofrom shall havo reached a place of safety . 
(c) Tho driver of nuy school bus shall not activate the alternately 

flashing reel signal lamps within business or residence districts where 
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1 there are curbs and sidewalks when parked at tho curb for the purpose 

2 of receiving children directly from a school or discharging children to 

3 enter a school wl1ich is located on· tho same side of. the street as that 

4 on which tho school bus is parked or when stopped off tho traveled ror-

5 tion of a highway having four (4) or more traveled lanes 

6 (d) For tho purpose of this section school bus shall bo as defined in 

7 section 840 (a) and shall include buses operated by common carriers of 

8 pai5Scngers holding certificates of public convonienco issued by the Pub-

9 lie Utility Commission that are being used exclusively for tho trans-

10 portation of school children to or from school and arc in complianC(J 

11 with the requirements of subsection (b) ('l) and (9) ·of section 840 of 

12 this act 

13 ' Penalty Any person violating any of tho provisions of this section 

14 shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate be sentenced to pay 

15 a fine of twenty-five do11ars ($25.00) and costs of prosecution and in 

16 default of payment thcieof Phall undngo imprisonment for not more 

17 than ten (10) days 

18 SEOTION 4 THIS .A.OT SHAI .. L TAKE EFFEOT AUGUST 1 

19 1962 EXCEPT THAT THE AMENDMENTS TO SUBSECTION (c) 

2-0 OF SECTION 1002 SHALL TAKE EFFEOT IMMEDIATELY 
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We l'ertify that this bill has passed the Senate and the Honse of 

Representatives. 

• e f •••••••••••••••• e •• • • e e • • e ••• e I e • I • e I 

Chi&f Clerk, Senate 

........................................ ' . 
Pr~ident pro tempore, Senate 

........................................ 
Speaker, House of Representatitee 

Approved. The •••••••• d~ of .•••....•...••.....•.. A. D. 1961. 
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