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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVAN-IA
' Session of
No. 1961

— —— % . ]

MESSRS. ROONLY, SEYLER, HAYS, SESLER AND YATRON,
IN l’l ACKE, FEBRUARY 8, 1961.

MR. YATRON, LOM“['J"I D l~ ON I[IG]IWAYS AS AMENDED,
APRIL 11, 1061,
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AN ACT

Amending the net of April 29 1050 (I 1. 68) eatitled “An act con-

solidating and vevising the Vehicle Codo the Tractor Code the
Motor Vehicle IFinancial Respousibility Aet and other acts re-
lating to tho ownership posscasion and use of vehicles and trac-
tors” including additional buses within the provisions relating

to school buses further providing for the operation of school

buses and lights located thercon and providing penalties

ExPLANATION—~OAPITAL LETTERS indicate new matter added to bill. Matter siriekon—{through-
is t0 be omitted from bill.

Underscoring indicates new matter added to0 xisting law. [Bracketa) indioats matder-
Toicken ffom existing law.
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The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby cnacts as follows

Scetion 1 Clause (9) subscction (b) of scc(ion 840 a‘ct of‘April 20
1959 (P'L 58) known as “The Vchicle Code”‘ amended l)ccenibér 10
1959 (P 1, 1749) is amended to read

Section '840 School Buses Safety Requirements

E I T

(b) No person shall own or opcrsit(; a school bus carrying school
children on the highways of this Commonwealth that in addition to the
other requirements of this act does not conform with the following

*¥ X *®

(8) [Every school bus originally titled in Pennsylvania priﬂf to the
cffective date of this amending act shall in addition to any other cquip-
ment and distinetive markings required by this act be equipped with one
(1) signal lamp visible from the front and one (1) other visible from the
rear cach showing a flashing red light] Every school bus [originally

titted in Pennsylvania on or after the cffective date of this amending

act shall] and every motor bus or motor omnibus operated by common

carriers of passengers holding a certificate of public convenience issued

by the Public Utility Commission while being used exclusively for the
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transportation of school children between their homes and school shall

on and after August 1 1962 in addition to any other equipment and dis-

tinetive markings required by this act’ be equipped with two alternately

flashing signal lamps visiblg from the front and two altélﬂ*natcly flashing
signal lamps visible from the rear eac); showing a ﬂushing red light
Each lamp shall be’nu)unted as high as practicable upon the body of
the bus Each such additional device shall be plainly visible to operators
of approaching vehicles in normal sunlight and at night from a distance

of [one hundred (100)] five hundred (500) feet to the front or rear

as the case may be shall not project a glaring light and shall be of

types approved by the secretary

*  * x

Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions ¢f this scetion
shall upon summaryiconviction before a magistrf_\te be sentenced to pay
a fine of not less than ten dollars ($10.00) and not more than twenty-
five dollars ($25.00) and costs of prosecution and in default of tho
payment thel"(:of shall undergo imprisonment for not less than five (5)
days and not more than ten (10) days

Section 2 Clauses (11) and (12) of subsection (b) section 840 and

subsection (c¢) secticn 1002 of the act are amended to read
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Section 840 School Buses Safety Requirements

EEE I

(L) No person shall own or operate a school bus carrying school

children on the highways of this Commonwealth that in addition to tha
cther requirements of this act does not conform with the following

X L

(11} Whenever schiool bus loading zones have been established at
or near a school or alang a highway it shall be unlawful for a school
bus operator to stop his bus to pick up or discharge pupils at any loca-

tion other than at such loading zones

The school bus operator when operating on a_highway with four

{(4) or more travelable lanes shall not stop to pick up or discharge pupils

who must cross the highway

The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply within business or

residence districts where there are curbs and sidewalks and redueed

cpeed zones have been established as provided in section 1603 () (4)

For the purpose of this clause school bus operators shall include

operators of buses operated by common carriers of passengers holding

certificates of public convenience issued by the Public Utility Commis-
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~ sion that are being used exclusively for the transportation of school-

children to or from school and are in compliance with the requirements

of clauses (7) and (9)

(12) The provisions of clause (7) of this section requiring labeling

and of eclause (9) requiring ﬁ(ternately 'ﬂa.shihg red lights shall apply to

all buses when used exclusively for the transportation of school chil--
dren whether or. net the bus is owned and operated by a person or com-
pany subject to the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania Public Utility
Commission but none of the other provisions of [said c]ﬁllse or of clause
(9)] clause (7) of this scction shall apply to buses subject to the juris-
diction of the Public Utility Commission

The provisions of elause (1) requiving labeling and the provision

of clause (9) requiring alternately flashing red lights shall not apply

to any bus operated by a common carrier of passengors holding a cor-

tificate of public convenience issued by the Public Utility Commission

when being used to transport school children within business or resi-

dence distriets where there are curbs and sidewalks

™

Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of this section
shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate be sentenced to pay

a fine of not less than ten dollars ($10.00) and not more than twenty-five
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($25.00) and costs of prosecution and in default of the payment there-
of shall undergo imprisonment for not less than five (5) days and not

more than ten ‘(10) days

Scciion 1002“ Restrictions as to Speed

L

(¢) Subicct to the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this sec-
tion it s!4mll be unlawful for the following kinds types and classes of
vehicles to be operated at a greater speed than hereinafter provided ex-
eept when such vehicles are being operated on highways under the su-
pervision and control of a turnpike commission in which case subject to
speed restrietions b;V such turnpike commission as lereinbefore pro-
vided the maximum speed limits shall be twenty (20) miles per hour
greater than hercinafter provided

Commercial motor vehicles and truck tractors R class fifty (50)

miles per hour

Motor buses and omnibuses while being used exclusively for the

transportation of school children between their homes and school fifty

(50) miles per hour on highways having four (4) or more lanes or forty

(40) miles per hour on highways having less than four (4) lanes
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School buses as defined in isubsection (a) of section 840 fifty (50)

£

miles per hour on highways having four (4) or more lanes or forly

(40) -milesri)er hour on highways having less than four (4) lanes

Al other motor buses and emnibuces ffty (50) miles per hour

All other commercial motor vehicles and truck tractors all com-
binations of commercial motor vehicles or truck tractors and trailers

or semi-trailers fifty (50) miles per hour on highways having four (4)

or more lanes or forty (40) miles per hour on highways having less than

four (4) lanes

Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of this section
shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate be sentenced to
pay & fine of ten dollars ($10.00) and costs of prosecution and in de-
fault of payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not moro
than five (5) days

Section 3 Section 1018 of the act amended August 6 1959 (P I
653) is amended to read

Section 1018 Passing and Operating School Buses

[(a) On highways having roadways not divided by safety islands

or physical traffic separation installation the driver of any vehicle ap-]
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{proaching or overtaking a school hus conforming to the requirements -

of llsi; act which is Leing used solely for the transportation of c:hildrven
to or from schieol and which lias stopped for the purpose of receiving
~or discharging one or more school children shall stop his vehicle not less
thau ten (10) feet from the schéol bus and keep his vehicle statiénary
until every school child shall have enterevd the bus or every school child
leaving the school bus at that place shall have alighted and reached the
side of tho highway

() On highways having dual or multiple roadways separated by
safety islands or physical traffic separation installations the driver of
any vehicle overtaking a schoel bus which has stopped for the purpose
of receiving or discharging one or more school children shall stop his
vehicle not less than ten (10) feet from the school bus and keep his
vehicle stationary until every school child shall have entered the bus
or until every school child leaving the school bus at that place shall
have alighted and reached the side of the highway

(¢) On highways having dual or multiple roadways separated by

safety islands or physical traffic separation installations the driver of a

vehicle on anotlier roadway approaching a school bus which has stopped]
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[fo&' the p‘ur‘posev of receiving or discharging ahy school 'chihl shall reduce
" the speed of ‘his veliicle to not 111_6rc than fifteen (15) miles per hour mul’
‘sha_ll not resume normal speed until his vehicle has passed the school
bus and any chril("l who may have alighted therefrom or is about to enter
the school bus
(d) Whenever a school bus is parked at the curb for the purpose of
receiving children directly from a school or disc}mrg'ingAP children to en-
ter a school which is located on the same side of the street as that on
- which the school bus is parked drivers of vehicles shal}_ be permitted to 3
pasé the school bus without stopping but at a s,;eed not in excess of

i
1

fifteen (15) miles per hour

(e) The driver of any school bus being used solely for tho trans-

portation of children to or from school shall not start his bus unti
every child who may have alighted therofrom shall have reached a place

of safety]

(a) The driver of any vehicle approaching or overtaking a school

bus which has stopped ou the highway or in an established school bus

loading zone and has in operation the alternately flashing red signal

191—SW—2
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' lampa prO\ ided in scctlon 840 (b) (9) shall etop his vehicle not less than(

ten (10) feet to the front or 1e0v of the school bus and shall keep his

vehicle statiopary until the alternately Hashing red signal lamps are 1o

longer activated If the alternately flashing red signal lamps are not ac-

tivated the driver of any approaching or overtaking vehicle shall be

permitted to pass the school bus without stopping but at a s4peed not in

excess of twenty-five (25) miles per hour

(b) The driver of any school bus being used solely for the transpor-

tation of children between their homes and school shall activate the

alternately flashing red signal lamps only when approaching within two

hundred and fifty (250) feet to two hundred (200) feet of an estab-

lished schiool bus loading zone for the purposc of receiving or discharg-

ing school children and such tlashing signals shall be kept in operation

until all pupils hava hoarded or alighted from the bus and have reached

a place of safety The drivor shall not permit any pupil to board or

alight from & school bus until visible approaching and overtaking traffic

has stopped The drivor shall not start his bus until every child who may

have alighted therofrom shall have reached a place of safety

(c) Tho driver of any school bus shall not activate the alternately

flashing red signal lamps within business or residence districts where
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there are curbs and sidewalks when parked at thé curb for the purposo

of receiving children directly from a school or discharging children to

enter a school which is located on the same side of the street as that

on which the school bus is parked or when stopped off the traveled por-

tion of a highway having four (4) or more traveled lanos

(d) For the purposo of this section school bus shall bo as defined in

section 840 (a) and shall include buses operated by common carriers of

passengers holding certificates of public convenience issued by the Pub-

lie Uiility Commission that are being used exclusively for the trans-

portation of school children to or from school and are in compliance

“with the requirements of subsection (b) (7) and (9)'of scction 840 of

this act
Penalty Any person vlolatmg any of the provisions of this section

shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate be sentenced to pay

a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) and costs of prosecution and in

default of payment theiéof shall undergo imprisonment for not more
than ten (10) days

SECTION 4 THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT AUGUST 1
1962 EXCEPT THAT THE AMENDMENTS TO SUBSECTION (c)

OF SECTION 1002 SHALL TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY
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Wae certify that this 1l hﬁs passed the Senate and the Honse of

Representatives.

Chied Olerk, Senate

President pro tempore, Senate

Spesaker, Houee of Represer;tatnee

Approved The «...cvovdayof Lvvvvivvnnnnnnn, ... A, D, 1961,

(AR R EENNENEER N ENENENENNNENENENENERNINNESENRNNNN)

Governor




